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Cartography*

ROMAN DRAZNIOWSKY

THE SCIENCE OF CARTOGRAPHY is very broad;
consequently, the compilation of a bibliography on the entire subject
is impossible. The whole subject can be divided as follows: (a) Bibli-
ography of maps, atlases and globes, (b) Bibliography of general car-
tography, covering the nature of cartography, its history and methods,
(c) Bibliographical aids and gazetteers. Each of these divisions can
be subdivided chronologically, and according to the geographical or
political regions and subjects.

Bibliography for maps, atlases and globes. The current compre-
hensive bibliography for maps, atlases and globes is the Bibliographie
Cartographique Internationale,' published annually by the Comité
Nationale de Géographie and the Union Géographique Internationale.
Each volume has an author and subject index and is arranged accord-
ing to the major geographical divisions beginning with the world,
then progressing to continents, which in turn are subdivided by indi-
vidual countries in alphabetical order.

In the same category belongs the Referativnyi Zhurnal: Geografiia.?
In addition to map and atlas entries of world-wide coverage, there is
also a section on general cartography. A unique feature is the inclusion
of a bibliography of thematic maps accompanying articles indexed in
Referationyi Zhurnal.

As a supplement to the bibliographies mentioned above, individual
governments, commercial map dealers, cartographic establishments,
and major map collections publish catalogs, annual reports, or lists of
maps, atlases, globes and gazetteers. They do not always offer world-
wide coverage, but they are of value as regional bibliographies. The
following publications are given as examples:

Roman Drazniowsky is Map Curator, The American Geographical Society, New
York.

® Another version of this article, under the title, “Bibliographies as Tools for Map
Acquisition and Map Compilation,” appeared in The Cartographer, 3:138-144,
Dec. 1966.
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Publications of the Geological Survey 1879-1961 of the United
States.® The coverage is limited to the United States, individual states
and U.S. possessions. For up-to-date additions a monthly supplement,
New Publications, is compiled by the Geological Survey.

Catalog of Nautical Charts and Publications * prepared by the U.S.
Naval Oceanographic Office covers all oceans and seas. Despite the
fact that Hydrographic Office charts are for navigational purposes, in
some instances they also show relief on small islands. Very often these
are the only maps available of these islands.

Catalog of Nautical Charts, and Related Publications ® published by
the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey provides information on material
limited to United States waters only.

A very helpful bibliographical source for new maps and atlases is
Catalog of Copyright Entries. . . . Maps and Atlases,® compiled by the
Copyright Office, Library of Congress.

Similar publications are prepared by other governments. They in-
clude:

Index of Publications of the Geological Survey of Canada (1845-
1958),” published by the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys.
The coverage, in this case, is limited to Canada only, This same
agency, however, compiles an Accessions List,® which in some issues
gives world-wide coverage. Entries begin with maps of Canada, fol-
lowed by world maps, and conclude with the individual countries,
arranged in alphabetical order.

The Annual Report? published by the Ordnance Survey of Great
Britain, describes map coverage and mapping progress of the United
Kingdom.

The Map Additions List,*® published by the Directorate of Over-
seas Surveys is of particular value. References to the new and revised
editions of maps of British possessions are given.

Authoritative information and indexes for topographic maps of
France and her former possessions in Africa are included in Exposé
des Travaux,'! published by the Ministére des Travaux Publics et des
Transports.

For the German-speaking area in Europe, the important biblio-
graphical sources for maps are Berichte zur deutschen Landeskunde 12
and Deutsche Bibliographie. Beilage: Karten.'3

Additional information of bibliographical value is prepared by major
map collections in lists of maps published or acquired by them. Among
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these are: Current Geographical Publications,'* published by the
American Geographical Society, which includes selected recent maps
and atlases of world-wide coverage; “Selected New Acquisitions,” 18
compiled by the Map Library of the University of Kansas; and “New
Acquisitions,” 18 prepared by the Map and Geography Library of the
University of Illinois. New Geographical Literature and Maps,'"
published by the Royal Geographical Society, includes an exception-
ally good section entitled “New Atlases and Maps: Addition to the
Map Room”; the entries are arranged geographically beginning with
the world, followed by continents, then subdivided by countries.

Commercial map publishers issue sales and advertising catalogs
which form a special group of carto-bibliographies. Very often they
are overlooked or discarded as non-essential, yet they provide im-
portant information on newly published maps, atlases, gazetteers,
travel guides, globes and transparencies. Some outstanding catalogs
are: Bartholomew Maps; '® De Agostini; * Denoyer-Geppert; 2° Kim-
merly & Frey; 2! Philip’s Educational Catalogue; ** Reise- und Verkehrs
Katalog; # Stanford International Map Bulletin,* and Zumstein
Katalog.®

The increased production of world, regional, and thematic atlases
created a need for separate bibliography. In addition to the famous
List of Geographical Atlases in the Library of Congress,?® there are
the following recent publications: National and Regional Atlases?
a bibliography published by the Polish Academy of Science in 1964;
Geographical Atlases ®® by V. G. Churkin; Catalogue of Foreign Geo-
graphical Atlases of the Library of the Academy of Sciences of the
USSR, Published in 1940-1963, published in Moscow in 1965; 2° and
Catalogo de Atlas Archivo de Planos in Madrid.3° A section devoted
to atlases is included in Guide to Reference Books® by C. M.
Winchell.

Since globes form a separate branch of cartography a special
bibliography dealing with this subject is desirable. Unfortunately at
the present time there is little work done on world-wide coverage and
only a few publications of regional importance can be cited. The
description of globes by E. L. Stevenson in Terrestrial and Celestial
Globes 3% published by the Hispanic Society of America is a basic
source. A more recent publication, Der Globus im Wandel der
Zeiten,3® was prepared by O. Muris and G. Saarmann,

The following works are of regional value: Catalogo Dei Globi
Antichi Conservati in Italia by R. Almagia; 3 Altere Erd- und Him-
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melsgloben in Bayern ® edited by A. Fauser; Die Ersten Forschung-
sergebnisse der Globus-inventarisierung in der Deutschen Demokratis-
chen Republik 3 by H. Grétzsch. The periodical Der Globusfreund
published by Coronelli World League of Friends of the Globe in
Vienna is a helpful supplement for research on this subject.

Bibliography on General Cartography. Although the map bibliog-
raphy published in Geographisches Jahrbuch 38 is not up to date, it is
still a salient contribution to this field. The more recent publication,
Die Kartographie, 1943-1954,%® may be considered a supplement or
continuation of it. Another very helpful contribution to historical
cartography was prepared by W, W, Ristow and E, LeGear.*°

The most useful sources of current bibliographical information and
recent developments in cartography are included in cartographical as
well as geographical periodicals such as: Bibliotheca Cartographica,*t
a comprehensive bibliography of cartographic literature; The Cartog-
rapher,*? an informative journal reporting on technical developments
and prompting the exchange of ideas in the field of cartography; The
Cartographic Journal,*® presenting news and articles on all aspects of
cartography; International Yearbook of Cartography,* including arti-
cles on development, new methods, and technique in cartography;
Kartographische Nachrichten,*s a quarterly publication providing a
selected map bibliography, as well as information about cartographic
progress; Osterreichische Zeitschrift flir Vermessungswesen,*® present-
ing articles on general cartography, geodesy, photogrammetry; Sur-
veying and Mapping,*” a quarterly journal offering articles on all as-
pects of cartography (each issue includes a short bibliography citing
recent maps and mapping literature). For a more complete list of
periodicals, the International List of Geographic Serials 4 is highly
recommended.,

Bibliographical Aids. Apart from the previously mentioned map
bibliographies and periodicals, there is an unorganized wealth of
information on cartography in general reference and guide books. A
prominent place in this category still belongs to J. K. Wright and
Elizabeth T. Platt’s Aids to Geographical Research.®® It includes a
separate section on maps and cartography, as well as a bibliography
of atlases. Geographisches Taschenbuch® also includes references to
maps and general cartography.

Very general information is given in the Guide to Reference Books
by C. Winchell. While atlases and gazetteers are cited, the section
on cartography is, unfortunately, omitted. The complete separation of
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geology from geography is generally a hampering division, in that it
necessitates checking the map bibliography in several different places
in the same book.

In map compilation, gazetteers occupy an important position and
are considered basic reference material on geographical features and
place names. There are usually separate government agencies which
are responsible for official publication of such names. In the United
States, the Board on Geographic Names®' is publishing a series of
gazetteers for individual countries and major geographical areas
throughout the world. It is disconcerting to report, however, that there
is no such official gazetteer of the United States at this writing. As
a substitute, the Rand McNally Commercial Atlas and Marketing
Guide,®® published annually, should be cited. It includes names of
populated places in the United States but does not indicate the
geographical coordinates.
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