COMMUNITY INQUIRY LABS

Community Informatics Initiative (CllI)
Graduate School of Library and Information Science
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

http://ilabs.inquiry.uiuc.edu

Community Inquiry Labs
(iLabs) has been
developed to facilitate
collaborative inquiry within
and between different
communities. iLabs are a
Web-based suite of open
source software tools that
people use to construct
their own interactive Web
sites, contributing back to
software design in the
process.
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o iLabs Version 3 Instructions
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Community Inquiry Labs (iLabs) are brought to you by

The Graduate School of Library and Information Science
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Inguiry Labs, v. 3 (Labs) is a web based application that has been developed at the Graduate
School of Library and Information Science (GSLIS) at the University of llincis at Urbana-
Champaign, to faciltate collaboration within and between different communities

iLabs provide a flexible way to incorporate digital inquiry infastructure and repositaries within the
cantext and practices of indvidual communities. They also represent a significant expansion of
ICT applications from thoss previausly available at the Inquiry Pags Web site ( inquiry.uiuc edu)
iLabs are a Web-based suite of open source suftware tools that one can draw from to construct
an interaciive Web site. Peaple create iLabs on-the-fy and on their own, to support inguiry
activties within and among groups.

Any user can create an iLab  at no cost and without HTML coding, software installation or

owning or maintaining sener space — by filing out a Web form that includes checking-offwhich

iLab “bricks" or tools to include in their Web site. Information about setting up an iLab with

brcks ofvarious types can be found in the can be found in the document: iLabs Instructions

Version 3

Curtently available iLab bricks include:

o Text Display Panel- to display formatted text and images using an in-placs HTML editor (no
coding required)

o Bulletin Board: to support online discussion
o Document Center: for uploading, organizing and sharing files

o List Tool a general-purpose tool that can be used to create Web-based logs or joumals
(commonly called "blogs"), project management or ather timelines, an address book, a
glossary, an annatated list of Web bookmarks, etc

o Inquiry Unit Buider. a tool to manage complex, multi-purpose units having multple text
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Features include:

"\Web text writing
*"Bulletin boards

*Document sharing centers
=List tools: blogs, bookmarks, etc.

*Inquiry Unit Builder
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