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Livestock on Illinois
farms had an inventory 'value of $255,21"7,000 on
I
.
January 1, 1941, an increase of 1,oercent over a year earlier,
d.espite a decrease
of 5 percent in total number, according to the annual inventory estimates made by
the ILLI~'OI3 and IJ. 8. DEPARTXEIJTS
OF AGRICULTrJRr;,.At phe same time the value of
chickens and turkeys on farms 7m.s placed at $15,047,000, up 6 percent from a year
90.cents for sheep, a,nd 40
ago. The value,oer head increased $3.70 for cattle,
cents for hogs, and decreased $12.00 for‘horses and $16.00 for mules in comcarison
with a year earlier.
The sharpest change in livestock numbers occurred.in hogs,
where there was a decrease from 5,750,OOO January 1, 1940 to 5,175,OOO on January
1, 1941. This drop of 10 oercent resulted fr0m.a decrease in the 1940 pig crop and
unusually heavy marketings orior to January 1, 1,941. Horse numbers declined 7 percent and mules 2 percent.
There are now only a third as many horses and mules on
Illinois
farms as there were in the record high year of 1915. Sheep numbers showed
na change, The number of all cattle increased 5 percent to stand at 3,061,000 head
January 1, 1941. This total has been exceeded only two ,tiines in the past 74 years.
&ost of the increase was in beef cattle since the increase in milk cow numbers was
but 2 percent.
The upswing in total livestock numbers on farms in the United states that
started in.1938 tended to level off during 1.940. Reaorted decreases on Jan~ry 1,
1941 were 12 percent for hogs and about 2 percent for horses and mules cornoared
with a year earlier.
All caktle numbers increased over 4 percent and the Asresent
total of 71,666,OOO head has only been exceeded in 3 other years. The number of
milk cows and heifers 2 years old and over k&t fer milk increased about 2 percent;
Stock sheep increased about 2 percent during 1940 and the January 1, 1941 number
established a ne'?: high record for over'50 years.
The total inventory value of
livestock on farms January 1, 1941 of $4,921,313,000 was 3 percent larger than a
year earlier and the largest since 1930. The number of chickens decreased about
4 percent and turkeys about 18 percent.
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%<ep and lambs on feed;-. _
horses, mules, cattle,
sheep, and hogs,
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