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Abstract

Abstract

There are 65,000 undocumented high school students that graduate each year, with
only approximately 5-10% of these students going on to attend a college or university. This
paper discusses the struggles and barriers undocumented students face while applying to
college and during their college experience. Some of these hardships include but are not
limited to: citizenship status, social economic status, financial aid, immigration reform,
education policies, and belonging to an existing minority group (Latinos) that is underrepresented in higher education. Lastly, an interview with an undocumented student supports the
findings from literature review and allowed the student to tell his story and struggles to
achieve the “American Dream.” There are thousands of determined undocumented college
students who unlike their American-born or legalized peers, are burdened with the added
pressures of finding ways to fund their educational endeavors, while facing a variety of social
and educational challenges. Immigration policy and financial aid regulations are constraining
vulnerable populations deemed undesirable and undeserving. Despite these challenges the
students persevere and continue in their pursuit of a college education.

This project focuses on the effects of community gardens on impoverished inner-city
African-American neighborhoods in Chicago. The thesis for this study is that patterns of
social organization associated with stable, well-functioning neighborhoods can be replicated
in communities through gardens. My research explores how small-scale efforts of community
gardeners have the potential to serve as building blocks for larger-scale community revitalization efforts and addresses the following questions: 1) What are the characteristics of the neighborhood in which community gardens develop? 2) What is the role of gender in community
gardens? 3) What community building processes are associated with community gardening?
4) How does this research contribute to sociological theories? 5) What are the applied implications of the research? Findings emerging from this study provide insight into five themes of
community gardening: 1) how they are created, 2) the mission of community gardens, 3)
motivations for involvement in community gardening, 4) contributions of the garden to both
individuals and the overall community, and 5) envisioned futures of community gardens.
Results indicate that community gardens are established through collective efforts by community members and maintained through active participation and ongoing recruitment. While
there is no explicitly stated mission during early development of gardens, over time, the goal
of the community garden is for members to help each other as well as the overall community.
Motivations for involvement stem from community gardeners wanting to make efforts to
improve their personal wellness, and also build a stronger community. Contributions to individuals and the overall community include a new outlook on the neighborhood, hope for
further improvements in the community, feelings of being enabled to pursue other goals, and
various positive impacts on families, teens, and children. The future of community gardens
rests in the ability to expand in space and plant variety, increase participation, and further
develop the garden as a social space.
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