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I. INTRODUCTION

This is not a biography of Anatole Franee, nor ths present
writer's appreciation of hils works; 1t is a careful study of the
German oriticism of him from 1889, the y:ar in vhich Fr. Kraysslg

mentioned him in +the Goschichte der franz¥sischen Nationallitnratur,1

until 1938, tho year in which Alfred BSinsch published snatole France

und das 18, Jshrhmndert. Judging by the large number of articles

and a fow books that are in print, 1t ean be affirmed that Anatole
Frence oreated considerable Interest among the German critlies, not
only after his death, but alsc for many years during hls Iifetime
(1844-1924), From 1897 to 1931, with the exc-ption of 1902 and 1917,%2
not s yecar passed without the publieation of one or more German
studies on Anatole ¥rance, All the eriticism that was written be-
tween 1889 and 1958 is the subject matter of this pressnt study.

It has been my aim to colileect all the bibliography on the subw-
Jeet and to extraet from that part which is availlable in this country
the pertinent statements about Anatole France and his works. This
i1s done with the hove of shedding some additional light from the
Germen side upon this ratier complsx and eluslve Franch writer who
has not yet fully been explained and who continues to be regarded as
an enigma.d Most of the material oxamined is available in the
liorary of the ﬁnivarsity of Illinois, Soms of it was secured
through the ald of th~ Union Catalogue Nivision of tha Library of
Congresa from other libraries in the Unlted States, A few artlicles,
many of which are of earli r date and therefore probably less im-
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portant, are not at present in the larger rescarch libraries of this
‘country. These articles are designated in the general bibliography
with an asterisk,

The following list of oritics with titles of thelr articles or
studles, chronologically srranged, constitutes the principal sources
from which information wes drawn for the preparation of this disser=
tation, The minor crities, whose articles have been examined, are
toc numerous to be included in this list,.

1804

1) Hermann Behr, famous Viennese writer and critic, "anatole
Frence" in Studien zur Xritlk der Hoderne,

18e8

1) ¥. Be.r, "Anatol: ¥raence und seine Schilderungen',
2) "rnat Heilborn, editor of Dis Litaratur, "™sr Trost des
Skeptikors®,

1889
1) A. Brunnemann, "Anatolo Franee",
1800

1) A. Brunnemann, "Anatole France%,
2) Hens Lindeu, 3uthor of forgotton nowveals and plays, "Anatole
France®,

1904

1) aArtur ¥loesser, wolleknown literary historian, "aAnatole
Prance” in Literarische Portr#ts aus dem modernen
Frankr:ich,

19086

1) ‘duard ¥ngel, author of a history of French Literature,
"Anatole France,

2) Ludwig Hatvany, scholar of mod-rn literatures, writer and
publisher, author of Die Rertthmten, Yinatole Francef,

1907

1) Josef Hofmiller, Bavarian critic and Journalist, "Geljerstam
, und Anatole France",
2) Paul Tiegler, literary historian, suthor of books on France,
"Anatole Francs",. ‘




1)

1)

1)

T 1)
2)

1)

1209

Jesef HWofmillor, "Thals",.

1910
Josef Toimiller, "Auf dem welssen Steine”.

1911

st Heilhorng Y anatole Frances Stimmung®,
wduard Schin, "Anatole France: La Vie Liﬁbérgire”

1912

“duard Engel, "anatole France” in Coschichtc der ffanz&sia—
ghen Lilteratur,

1913

richard Me Moyer, a senolar and liteorary historien, Die
Weltliteratur im zwanzigsten Jshrhundert .

H, Suchior and A. Birch-Airsnfold, both femous scholars and
professors, "Anatole Prance” in Geschichte der franzf-
siachen Literatur,

Fduard Senon, “AnanIé"}ranee* Die Romane der Histoire

CQn?ﬂmgcraine .

1914

Franz Blei, lmportant naturalist and critic of literary
movements, "Anatole FranceV,

1918
Josef Hofmiller, "Anatole France”,
Fritz Mauthner, philosopher and suthor, "in “lorrn Anatole
France, Ein offener Brief®,
1918

Kurt Pinthus, litorary historian, editor of Menschhelts«

dirmerung, "sufruhr dor Zngol und Komddlantengeschichte®,
Otto Grautoff, proiessor and auﬁhor, “Aaaﬁai Franggn.

1921

rnst Bellborn, "Anatole ¥rance: Schnee®,
Otta Greutoff, "Anatole Francs: Dor fliegonde HEndler®,

1922

Ivan Goll, expressionistic and ravoiutionary poet, "Ein
Necimittag mit Anatole Franee",



1923

1) Friedrich Oppeln-Bronikowski, well-known translator of French
into Cerman, "Anatols Pranee als Plaglator®,

1924

1) Reoul Auernhoimer, writer of nobte, "Anabtole France".
2) Otto Grautoff, "Anetole Prance",
3) Hugo Bieber, literary historlan, "Anatole France",
4) vrnst Robort Uurtius, Romance scholar and professor of French
' nistory and Romsnce philology at the imiverslity of Heldelberg
since 19243 previous %o this year, he was a professor at the
Tniversity of Bonn and later at tho University of “arburg.
some of his bhoolkts are: Nle literarischen ‘egbereitor des
neuen 3 die geistigen
p § 18,1 3 (1921), Balzeo
|925) 5 ischer i3 in nouon ruropa (1926)47A.France”,
5) Kasisir udae s Spokosman 07 bt espressionistic movement in
) literature, "inatole Prance",
8) KeOs rdmenn, "Anatole France".
7) Heinrieh Menn, novelist, brother of Thomas %ann, "slkepals und
Lisbe zum Toda",
8) Mario Passarge, critlec of -uropean litorature, trenalator of
Ibsan, "Anatole France in Rome", '
9) René Schickele, Alsatlian writer and drametist, "Der Mehter und
der Krieg" and "Anatole France: lLa Vie en Fleur",
10) Tduerd Weohadlar, professor of French Jiltoraturc, TAnatolec France,
11) Peul Wiegler, YAnatole Franse®”,

1925

1) Arthur %loesser, "Anatols France in Pantoffeln",

2) walther Ktlchler, Professor of French, "Anatole France",

3) Bugen Lerch, Romenoe scholar, late professor at Munlch and
Paris, "Das Problsm Anstole ¥rance”,

4} Richard von Schaukal, lyric poet, o) "Anatole France und dle
Jugznd", b) "Gedanken an sainom Grabmal®, ¢) "Vormittege
der Villa Said", ' '

1926
1) Marie Punscn, daughter of Ambassador Bunson, "hie Melsterin
Anatole Frences®,
2) Victor Klempsrer, scholar and professor, "Anatole France" in
Gesehicnte der franz8sischen Literatur.

1927

1) welter Gottschalk., momber of R-ichstag, Professor of Romance
. Philology at the University of Rostoeck, "Der Nichter und
sein Werk", :
2) Alfred Pillet, Professor of Romance Philology, "inatole France®,



1928

1) Bugen Lersh, "anatels France und sein Sekrotér”,
1631

1) Alfred Pillet, "Anetole France',
1934

1) Robert Blanck, "Anatole France als Stilktnstler in seinen
“omanen”,

1935
1) Heinrich W, Kivebhof, "Selbstdarstollung bel Anatole France",
1938

1} Alfred Gnach, Anntole France und das 18, Jshrhundort,

dénglanae at this ch#ﬁnologiaal 1ist of the more importanﬁ
Germsn ofitics reveals two sirnificant facts: 1) Yery fow yoars
passed within whleh there was no study of Anatole Wranoce published
by one of the major eritics; 2) Some of these scholars wrote more
than one study of the Praenech aﬁthar.

I have divided th- $ime during whioh the German oriticiam wes
published, that is ﬁetween 1809 and 1938, into four periods:

1) Before the Ireyfus affair, when Anatole France was
comparatively 1llttle known in Germany.

2) From 1900 to the Great War, when Jerman recognition of
him and tho popularity of his works steadlily increased,

&) During tho abnormsl war time and the nost-war years until
his death, vhon France's fame definitely waned,

4) From his death in 1924 to 1938.

Since all Germen criticism of Anatole FPrance centers around
the following main points: 1) the men, 2) the writor and eritic,
3) "wWoltenschavang®, 4) the ironist and skeptic, 5) sociel and po-
1itical wiows, and 6) his literary works, I have prosented as much

as possible in chronologleal order what the German crities have
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writton on these six topies within each onoe of the four p:riods of
tlnmes

Criticisms, just as litoratures, "asich ewlg befruchten”, but,
the extont to which the Germen oritics aro indebtsd to tho Ffanpp
eritics, and vhat they have thouunt of the Frthh opinion on Anatole
France, 18 veyond the scope of this ?ﬁma@nﬁ study, iﬁ shoul&_he also
stated trnat whatever is writbton in the following peges, excopt the
eenclﬁsian, 1s meent ko bo the sontiment and the opinion of the

German oritics and not of the presqont writer,

1, For complete dats on 8 refeménaa eited, see the general biblie
ography, _

2+ Possibly there was something writtsn alse during those two
yoars; it remains. to be discoversd,

3¢ UFs FE4PaDargan, Anatole France, 1838, ppe IX-XIII.



1T, BEFCRE 1900

1. The Han, ‘
The earliest mention of Anatole France in German publications

avallatle for this study is in Fr. Ereyssig'ls Goschichte der Prane

z8sischen Nationallitoratur of 1889,1 At thet date Anatole France
hed done only & small part of what ho was destined to achliev: as @&

writer, L2 Crime ds Svylvestrc Bonnard ({1881} wes making his name

‘known in ¥rance aundé in meny other countrisa, and Ie Livre de mon ami

(1885) was winning for him many admirers. . The German scholars took
notice of thia, read his works, and from time bto time published
thelr reasctions.

There was little ssld at first aboub anatols France, the man.
His personal charscteristics were unkmown to the naighbara‘iiv1hg
geross the Rhine, M. Boor doscribes him as one welle-informed in
philosophy, polities, theology, history, natural scicnces, anelent
and modsrn literature, Such vast kﬁowladge, secquired through dili-
gont and extonsive reading and a natural aptitude for observatlon,
cnabled Anatol: France, in the opinion of Besy, to bocome one of the
importent connolsscurs and orities in France, HReer furthor asserts
that Anatols France was not a8 genius, and that he laecked the inltlia~
tive snd constructive power of Balzac, or of Zola. At the same time
he outranked both of his countrymen in the beguty of language; and,
moreover, he did not show thelr weak pointa.?

A. Brunnemann considered Anatole France a year later as the man
who loved truth, without belng faithful to ft. This indicated to the

eritic how human Anatole France was, To bring out the idea that the
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guthor cannot be entirely ldentified with the character ¥, Rorgeret,
whom he frequently contradicts, Brunn@mann quotes the following:
fa4e stell.on treffliche Sophiemen euf, Forr Lergorot. Trobta
aliedem glaube ich mit Yenan, mit Zola, dass dis “ahrhalt
eino durchdrincends “raft besitzt, wie sle weder der Irrtum
noch dls LUg: snthaltons » » Ieh gleube glso an den Triwmph
der Tahrholt,"d
Then th~ eritiec prophsslss t&at He instinetive predilection fov
truth and justic: on tho part of Anatolo Fronee, vhilelh 1s the highe
cst moral coneclousness of man, will help mankind to advance a step
forward,4 Fraﬁoe'ﬁ daking sides with Zola during the Tweyfus affalr
probebly was the cause of this comocibs
Brunnemenn detects the spirit of Anatole Pranen in three differw
ent types: Abbd Jdéroms Colgnard tihe child of the 18%h eonbury,
M. Bergeret the rprofessor in a nravinaial tovm, and Sylvastre Bonnard
the good old man and schclarﬁﬁ The form that he assumed in Colgnard
is entirely differsnt from tho other twa.ﬁ in Y. Bovgevot the critie
sees the incarnation of France's young:st critiesl spirit. Dut, to
the question: "Ist nun Ansbtole Frence iduntlich mit ¥, Dergoret?®
Brunnemenn replics: "wir glaubsn os nicht"i boesuse Poergeret pives
up el? hopes for any progross of mankind, whieh 18 not the case with
Anztole France. And the sems angw:? he nives to snother guestion,
nemely: "Tat er (AJFe), wle so viele annohmen, nur der unorbilttliche
Skeptiker, Jo der Hihillst, der gegom eolne aufgestellite “ahrhelt
cbensovicle FHr als ¥ider zu Felde Phrte?7
It is easy for Brun-emann te recosnize Anatole Francefs spirit

in Le Crime de Sylvestre Bonnard and identify him with the kind,

lsarned and wise old gentlemans

x & o donn Prance hat im Crime de Sylvestre Bunnard _gein
diehterisch und guglcich WMOnSON11on 158%as ZOEGDON, O




2. The “riter and Sritic.

The Gorman critics before 1800 interested themselves 1n
Anatole France more as & critic then as a writer, Of the several
studlows uvallable, one treats directly the subject of France's art of
writing and discusses soveral of his booksj two others specifioelly
examine Anatole France as a literary and social eritie,

Hermann Bahr, himss1lf a famous critlc of Vienna and discoverer
of new tolents at home and ebroad, publishod a book in 1884 entitled

Studien zur Kritik der Méderna.g In a chapter on Anatole France,

Rahr reviews firast the various schools of oriticism, He divides
them into two kinds: the old achool of Brunetidre, Zola, Huysmans
and the new one of Hourget, Balzac, Sainte-RBeuve,and Taine, The
latter belleves that ehange and dovelopment are continuous and that
what is true today may be false tomorrow i fThere are also other
sohools,but Anstole Franee disregards gll of them and belongs to his
own, which Bahr describes thus:
An Gesetze deakt sie nicht. Sie schafft auch nicht fdr die
Geschiohte, BSle sucht nicht oinmal 41: besondere Natur der eine
zelnen Kfnstler, Sic goniesst. Weltor gar nichts, Sle ge-
nieast di= Kttnstlsr und die Kumste und erz#hlt von ihrsn Gentas-
en, Sechlichter und aufrichtiger kenn man nicht saigt 8ise
versprient gar nichts, Aber aie hilt sich selbst,
According to Bshr, Francets school of critieism is altogethier differ-
ent from otuer schools, Tt is discreet in 1ts method: it does not
eritieize tne art or artistsp 1t enjoys them; and 1t tells of its
snjoyment, Such eritleism is entirely subjestive and imprzssionistie,
as Rahr asseptas In the folloving santenecs:?
Das elgentlich Kritische fehlt souiner Kritik. » » Es 1st die
subjoktivste und perstnlichste Kritik, impressionistisch dureh
und durch, Sie nimmt ein ¥ork, verzelchnet die aus ihm empfene-
gengy Stimmang=n und theilt sie mit, Das ist ihr gsnzos VerBahre
N,

M. Beer (1898) alleges that Anatole France jJolned in 1897, the
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yoar L'Orme du Mall eppoared, th: ranks of thoss noveliats, of whom
vola 1s a peramount sxample, who study and eriticize contemporary

society. In both novels, L'Ormo du Mell and Le Mannequin d'osier,

Anatole France displays 1little forse as a novelist, Ho glves hows
evar a true pnlcture of his'eoumtrﬁ by depieting vividly its people
and By presenting the currcent opinion on various soclal guestionse.
For in these two books, Besr further states, Anatols France
s +» » Zelgt or lhnen, wie die herrschonde Klasse Frankrelchs
denkt, 3grieht, fithlt, handel®, oder besser, wle sile nicht
handolt, 1 '
Hermann Bahr had pointed out Anetols France's indspendence of
all 8ohools of oriticism. Rrunnemann slaborated upon this view by
saying that he was 1ndwpen@ent of all schools of writing s welle
Rpunnemennts figure of speech whieh mekes this point very clear is
indeed pertinent:
Fine Insel mibtten in den reisssonden ogen dns in ao vielerlei
Strdmungen fluthenden liteorarischen Lebons hat sich Anatole
France sufgesuciht und sich dort oin Observatorium srbaut, wvon
‘dem or lHehelnd auf die tosend«n Fluthen herab und bisweilen
empor zu den ewigen Geatirnen blickt, Wit kelnem dor modernen
Schlegw8rter, Realisma, Naturallsmis oder gar Neu~Ideelismus
ist ihm belzukommen, well er sielh, kritisirend, tiber Alles
stellt,14 ' |

Brunnemena 1s the only oritic of this first period who made a direot

obse~vation concerning Francets style. e wrote:

Er kann ftberhaupt_als grdfsster franzdsischer Stilist der
Jstztzelt gelten,l®d

3. "Weltanschauung",

Very little was written sbout Anatole France's "Weltanschauung”
before 1900, Hermenn Bahr incidentally remarked that Prance'a re
gard for art in generel was religious, aristocratic, and even doge
matiec. The eritic wrote that:

Die Kunat ist seine Roligion, Sie allein maeht das Leben
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srtriglichs Ja sie macht es featlich und frohs o « Hr liebt
ie Kunst, woll sie das Leobepn verschtnt, Er llebt dle Kunst
um dos Genusses wlllehe. e e
And Brunaemann polnted out that there was hiding behind the sepparente
1y nihilistle eynle sn earncat Yeltwolser and a scrious nhilosophers
But, in order to perenive thom, 1% was necessary to be acqualnted

with Prence's baskground and %o understend the main idoas of his

Warksclv

The subjcot of Amatole France's skepticlsm was touched upon by
st YTeast threc German erities bafore 1900, Hermann Behy was the
first to do it. Tle explained that while Anetole France was young,
romentic pathos relgned in his souli that he oxpeeted more from 1ife
than turned ocut to be his shareg that he wanted to be happy but could
not., Henee the ineviteble disappointment thaet he exporienced, ¥Heo
sought truth and found doubts this resulted in "pﬁilcaephie d8gou
t8e deo l'univerascl ndant", Bollef in 1ife was gonej truth bocame
very relative; and he tho&ght that: "sur toutes chosca 11 v o beauw
goup de véiitéé; sans qu'une soule de ces vérités solt la vérité”.
He becsnc convinced that man cannot really know, and he began to
doubt everything, even doubts Of one thin@_he‘remained‘meytain,
thinks Rehr, ncmely that: "Au milieu de 1t8termelle 1llusion gui
nous snveloppe, une seule chose est cerbtains, e’agt la souffrance,
Elle est la plerre sngulaire de la vis",18

But, in spite of all this, Anatole France did not become &
Byron, Bahr further expvlains, He hﬂﬁ an intense feeling for the
Parnassian doectrines 1In faet, art was his religlon. Singe it
beautifies 1ife, 1t makos 1ifs bearable, So he continucd to adorve

pt, 18 Behr saw in him more than a skeptlic and doubter, as the
Art, ’



following stetement testifies:
Aber auch hinter a@in@r hoechmiithigen Skepsis steckt ein kindlich
treusr Claubo an das Schine wad hintsr s dnem gutmfithig lld eln~
don Zweifsl lausrt elne starke Tyrannels «
Er bekennt, dass Alles nur Schein und Elnblldung ist, aber er
zwoifelt durchous nlcht, dass dleser oder Jonsr Rolm gut ist,
von einer ebsoluten Gtite,Z0
Ernst Heilborn, who later became editor of the Literarische
Eeho, one of the most importent German p@riedieals,gl published in
1693 & study of Franee's skspiloism.?2 This study is not in any way
Apr@found or extrnslives, I aanta&né howevey some leading obsorvations
on the stebs af‘mind of a skeptlcs, Sk:pticism is a sort of consolaw
tieh’far a disappointed individual. He may begin with himaelf and
seys "What 1 have sald thers 4 « » would be juat as right 1f I had
said the owgoaite”. Then he extends ﬁhis iden to others vho also
may be in the rights For on= may see a thing from the opposite point
Df view, and then it app .ars naturally different, Through this atti-
tude one's understending of men broadens. |
Furthermore, & skeptie finds, or trics to sce, some luck in an

1 df gr Bargeret

Q o

unlucky situation, For example: In I
unexpectedly finds hié wife in the arms of another man, At first he
is vory miserable., But, through the proesss of rassoning he comes
upon & theory of shamej this thaory ﬁake& him foel frsoe, The result
is that Bergeret succeazds in getting freedom from his wife, who 1s
nsﬁ very voung - another consolation for the skap;ie - and he reteins
the possession of the only child; who resembles him. And thus un-
happiness leads to happiness.<8 O0f course, the author of tha novel
uses Bergeret 88 a device, as Hellborn points outs

Das alles abor xibt France niocht in seinem Nemen, sondorn Bor-

gerst behauptet cg, dor Kleine, unbeliocbte Tergoret, « « Ich

merte sogen, Anatols France hirt dem allon lHenwlnd zu., Donn

nicht darin besteht der Reiz des Skepbigismus, Paradoxen aufgu-
stellen, sondern darin, sie versti#ndnissvoll lHohelnd hinzunehmen.
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apout eomavondpets Hur dass di-s tr¥siende Vorstohen guwa&len
in eln.seimorgvolics Mitleid:n Ubsrgeht und ein Sagir}mer don
ézmpt;mw abl8ats frailion 2in Satiriker, der d'n inith, zum alten
morelisirvenden RUstzeug zu greifen, liéngst varl@r@n h@t.ggﬁd
d=ssen Mission sich wiedsr in Skeptizismaa verfltichtint. =
The eritic conecludqs That Anatols Fronec wes & angracteristic nay-
¢nologiat wiho trled to work out contradictions and reconcille onpo-
gitions - in th- roalm of ldoas, of sourse, This consolatlion of the
akentic Hellborn calls dreadent. But, with 1t, Anatolc France conbtri-
buted to the 1it ratur: of his country, or rathor renewed the striv-

ing after thio classleal 8t§leags

It wes né doubt too soon for the German erities before 1900 to
comment on France's social and politieel viewsa., Nis vicws were not
yetb erystaiized and the works thaé1éxbreased them were to be written
aftér the Dreyfus ease, This peint will e taltsn up in exbenso in

thne following chapters.

6+ Literary Yorks.

The Gorman opinion sbout some of Anastole Franeels books of
thls firvst poriod was stlll in formation, Kroysaig (188%) limited
his remarks on this anbject to one sentsncey

Gautiers Farbentrunkenheit findet man in seinen Podmes dords
(1873), dagegen 1in den Hoeasrearinthianngs (1876 Pgine vors tEnd-
nisinnige Liebe fiir das unbtorgegangesne Hollenbum,”
And; in a brief book-review on L'fmmean d'smBthyste, an anonymous
writer (1890) consider-d 1t as msre sketohss of the religlous bour-
geols life of a province, published wuler th~ solorless title of
Histoire contumporaine.Z’ He made howsver the following laudatory

comments on 1t
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rie meibseschichbe, die Anatole France uns vortrigh; ist blube
wrrmo sktualibiit, Dem Leser mthiillit sich ein prosses Stdcl Jden
frengdsischon Provinglebons, und dooh i1st such Paric stets
gogenwlrtlg » » » Solche Blicher gu schreiben, mussg mmﬂ a11 rdinga
nicht blos Historiker, ymss man such eoin Dichier seoln. &

Speaking of Francefs othor wbrks, this enonymous critic report-
ed that the characters in his Looks were initeresting although ¢rdie
nary psople., Hon: of his herces wers of "bedeutondes Schicksal" aend
none of his horolnes were amon; thous whosce "Kommen euf Sturm und
Gewitter deutoete®, The following sentence shows thet this eritic
was well acquainted wiith Iranco's carlier hooks:

In seiner Bfclern splegeln siell alls Schwunhungon der sogenunnten
sffentlichen Meinung, ihre Grillen und Scihrullen, ihre erstaun-
liche, don St¥rksten fortrelsseonde Hacht, ihre fdrchterlichs
Pummheit, und man kamm wizklich sagen: die Scole des heutigen
Frankrelich 32igt sieh hisr in ithren vielfHltigen lelblichen
Arschsinungsformen,

Brunnemann was the only early criltie who considered in some
detaill several of France's works. Ho was favorably improssed es-

pecially with Lo Crime de Sylvestre Honnard, calling it tho pearl of

¥rench literaturs, Hewe are his words:

Zu den Perlen der franzisischen Literature pehirt: Lo Crime de
Svlvrostre Bonns Die Fabell Einfech wis eine sont monsci
ergroifend s STl e aus Homer: « « » welche PHlle voan ScehBtzen
enthilt das Buchi Wie klar splegelt gich _dic- ganze Menschhelt
in der tlefon Ssele dos Alton wiedsrs .3

In a lenptny summary of the book, Brunnemenn dwells on the fine
¢haracteristics of the good old man Bonnard, who has seen mach, read
widely, thougni deenly, and nossessos a soul of a "Weisen®, He knows
so rmeh that 1% 1s possible for him to fwol the pulse of the worldts
1life without stepping out of his llbrary. The old philosophsr shrugs
his shoulders at =11 thr 1ittlec eontrarities of life and, with a sare
csstic smile on his lins, forgives everything, This forgiving dis-
rosition aids him to surmount all littleness in the people sbout him

end to »sgard 1life from the higher viewpoint of tmtality.sl The



eritic's own words ore moro sloquent thon wmy nerarhrasing:

Trmer und irer wioder, nur dure oin noar SHricho gozelcidicty
tritt ale vunderbar armpathische Gostelt des Groluce vor uns hin,
wnd wir werdon nicht ntide, ihm zuzuhfron. Solne Yortc lessen uns
zugl dch laci.en und woinen - es durehweht sie eln Ton eeiiten
Humors, —iae «ir ihn nur b1 Dislns wiaderfinden, 9<

Brunnemann also thought that Anatol. Franee had put into Le

Crime de Svlvestre Bonnard both his noetie and his manly beat, and

that in th- succeeding works ihe gkeptie side of him begen to domi-

nate the poetic side and ev ntuslly s«t it into. tn- background. All

read-rs eon understand and appreclate Le Crime de Sylvesbre Bonnérd

whereas only the intellectual got ths most out of his later vorlks 53
This novel conteins real pr-atnoss snd dopth as well as msny nages of
grinving reading material, cccording to Hrumnomennts Jodgments FHe
snds his discussion of it by a translation of the last naragrarh into

bamsubifnl German:

Hente sind Vater und Mutter auf nmechs YWoehen unter das Dach des
Grelsas gezoiens pa kommen sic sben sus d-m Walde guritelc, Arm
in Avm. Jeanne ist in ~inen gross=n achwarz. Shawl gehtillt und
Honri tr8gt Oropn an sein-m Strohhut. Absr sis stranlen Belde
in Jugendschine und lHcholn sinandor senft zu, 8ie lHcheln
der Brde gu, d%te ale trdgt,deyr Lurtit,
die sie umweht,; dem Ticht, des ein Feder in des Andelsn Augen
crglinzen sicht, Ich winke ihnon mit meinem Taschontuch und sie
ltchelin meinem Alter zu. Joeznne stelgt rasch die Trepps hineuf,
umernt mich und flfistert mir ein paar Worte ins Chr, dle ich mehr
srroathe als weratshe., Gott segne Dlch, Jsanne, Dich umd Delnen
Menn bls zu Doinen fernaten Nachkommon! Kt nunc dimittle sorvum
tuum Dominesw=

Brunn:smann found thils same atmosphers in only one other of
France's books, whieh hs briefly reviews nextt Le Livre de mon ami.
It ia also, in his opinion, a "friodlichss Bueh", whiech rolates the
rlrgsures and disarpolninonts of a growing youths Tn 3t he found
many moat Intimate end idyllic scencs as well as some d-ep phllosophy
of 11f:. H.r> too, the emthor meinteins his balicf in the continuous
nrozress of mamkinﬁ.ﬁﬁ

La RStisserie de la Reino Pédeucue and Les opiniens do 1'Abbé
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aps tro books in whieh anabtole France asgumed an

) X e s ey ) b 37 &
entirely 4lffer nt rhilosephlic mien. Aftor giving o bri-f woust of

")

votih of thom, Drmmnomann wplies:?

Beice Werko bledtsn eine scuwore Xost, Cie m't Fovsicht und Innore
ey Heife genossen soin will, Mit seharfer Dialectik und goradesu

beisseaden Srott wendst sieh Feecce in sltevthtmolndem untbor-
trefflica satirischem Stil « « « gegen Alles, was dio landlfufige
worsl, was Ussctz, Ordnung und B ligion pufgeostellt haben. 48
ist eine der schitrfseton Zeit- ?gg mengchymiﬁgsatgr?ngﬁaua der
heutige Vorkommnisse oft seqr deutlienh durenblicior.
The eritic roints out further that sve#yﬁhing in these books anvears
mugnificd end seturated with biting eynicism, Tho philesorhle abbé -
scems to éaﬁ 511 morulas upsids down snd mek: the reader bellev: that
ev.rything 15 wortsless snd that men will nover manage o grow out of
theiv stupidity ond 1i?ﬁiun@sa. fherafore they dessryy only pity
mixed with ironye 37
in Thaels, aAnatole France sets forth somo hest:en phllosophy of
1ife along with & rreat deal of dialwetic mockery. Lg L¥s Touge, on
the oth.-r hand, is nol a polemle vorks Only 1lts éna?aate?s, skill-
fully deploted, make it»ﬁattav than the usual rua of Parisian
nGVleogg 7
The three novels esllsd by the gonoral name L'Histolre con-
temporainasg are'satiricéiaporirayala of contemporary Prench soclety.
In them the author has not the least resemblance to Romnards

Hiler kein Ausgloleh, keine Versthnung, kelne trostreiche lanere
Hormonls, keoine dilchtorische VerklHrungs wis fevn ist dor 1l-be
alte Svylveostre Bomnardl Nichta als Xempf bls aufts Blut » o »
Soin Skoptieismus verschont nichts und mit dey Uneraschrockenheit
elnas Kkithnen Oporateurs setzt opr des Yosser an alle Schiden dex
manachlichm Gescllschaft und nimmt seine Landsleute, asin Vater-
lend, deas eine grosse NHolle susgespielt hat, arg mit, Vle
Jungsteon Seandale, die politisch'm ¥Breignisse, die wlasenschafte
lichen und 1lt varisc:an atraitiseiten frankreliohs werdsn
erbammingslos zerstlckelt » o o

Beer's short cbscrvaetion on L'Orme du Mail

and Mennecuin
8'0sier 1s worth quotings
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TII. FROM THEZ DREYFUS CASE TO THE GREAT WAR

1. The Man,

.As the twontleth eontury advanes=d, Anatole Frence's fortune in
Germany incrcass=d., TIn sdditlion %o the numercus articles published by
the chiof eritles, listed in the Introduction, there were many minor
observers who expressed tneir Impressions of the French author and
his works. The Groat "ear broke out in the summer of 1914 and terpo-
rarily checked the German study of this Froncihman, Just as it checked
the progress of many othsr things.

The famous literary oritic, Arthur “loessser, published in 1904
2 book on several Froench literary men.l 1In & chaptsr on Anatole
Franee, Tloesscy emphasizcs Trance's being thoroughly Fronch, his
eminence a8 & repressntative of the Latin culturs, the Ilmmnity from
Germanic influences, and his continuation of the clighteenth century
rationalism.2 He also soces in France a combination of journalist,
po2t, scholar, and one of the finest of modern eritica.® Besides
being a many-sided perceiver and observer of mankind, ho wes able to
enjoy throuzh his imagination all the beauty of the past.4 By natu-
‘ral inclination, he belon:ed, thinks Rloesser, to thoss men who enjoy..
evary kind of work and who turn'into artful idleness any sort of
occupatlion. Very learned rosding was for him a meens for enjoying
the passing time rather than an snd in 1tself, And, as s moraliat
and psychologist, he could show repeatedly his own instinets bshind
various pleesant masks,®

It is somewhat surprising to learn that as late as 1907 Anatole
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France was not yet widely known in Germany. Thls information comes
from Josef Hofmiller, who published two studles and two book-reviews
on Anatole Franes. ¥s readt

Prance ist bei uns noch viel zu wenlyg bekannt, wo cr doch viel~

mehr verdlonte wnd lohnte geles<n zu warden, als Horr Ohnet,

opgt in den allerletzton Jehren ist das ¥is =in wenlg g brochon:

vor 1900 warca nur zwei, S-it dlesem Jahre sind sieben selnox

werke Ubsrsobzt worden.é
Then the critlc adds that it 1s diffiocult to give an adequate ploture
of him, Tven the Fronch students of his works judge him difforontly.
This does not astonish Hofmillsr however, because an author, by pre-
ference ironical, is not a suitable subjeet for mer: enthuslasm,
Same‘peopie lost & 1lixing for him beesuss of his taking part in the
Dreyfus affalr; others, on account of 1t, showed more intorest in his
works, MWany take plessure in r<ading what he wrltes but not all ad-
mire him,? Hafmillér doubts the efficacy of translating his works

into German, because:

France ist so sehr Franzos2, s « dass, wer ihn nicht im Originel
liest, soine Figenttmlichkeiten nie ganz erfasst,B

Paul #wileglar, woll-known oritic of French litsrature, called
Anntole France in 1907 a book-store similar to the pleturesque open
shops that bedeek tre banks of the river Seine. He considered him

s+ » & ©in Buchmaegazin wi~ dile offenen, heltoran LHden der Seine-
quals; 1st keine Quelle, sondern ein Gefliss d=r Tradition.?

Anatole France collected not only tradition but slso informa-
tion of various sorts; his knowledge therofore was that of a gathersr
of events, Judgments, opinilons, and observations,

Maric Herzfold as carly as 1900 saw in him, as RElossser did,

e true r-pregontative of his nation, for she wrote:
Anatole France hat alle trefflichen Wilgenschaften dos (elstes

aeiner Natlon, die glashelle Klarhelt, die ewlg sprudelnde Le
bendigksit, die feine Boshelt, die Luat am unvarherg&aehanen..alﬂ
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rynst Hellborn (1911) saw res:mblanc-s betweon the world views
of RBernard Shaw and Anatol: France end botween theirs and those of
Theodor Fontane,
vicht man, was seir wohl anglingig, cine Linle von ihm zu Shaw,
von beiden zu Theodor ¥ontane hinfiber, ao_trsten Khnllehkeiten
sehr innsrlicher Weltbetrachtung zutege.ll
Hens Land, writing on the seventieth birthday of Anatole France,
April 16, 1914, called him a frontw-rank fightor for the cause of
1iberating man's mind from various follles and superstition,1? And,”

comm=nting on France's stand for truth, the eritle wrote:

wo irmor man dle Rlcher dlesss Autors aufschligt, man tPLEPE
suf verbliffende wahrhol ton, 13

Karl Lahm (1914) phougmt that, Judging by outward appaarances,
Anetole France scemed to prefer seclusion, to be left alone with his
many oiﬁ and new books and various objzcts of art, in order to cone
tinue thé study of sntisuity; inwardly however he was continuously
infuriated against all forms of fanaticism,l14

In & lengthy and quite thorough study of ggvvie'Littéraire

(1911), “duard Schin makes several pertinent statsm nts ebout Anatole
France the man, .In ﬁhe opinion of this critic, the French writer
knows a oreat deal and wants to know everything, PReing interacsted in
tho ascecumulation of facts, his mind i1s a store-house filled with all
sorts of wonderful, rare and signiflcant curios,}5 Praence's mind is
1ike & cutlorts dusts fine, sharp end sparklings it polisics wup
objects end ideas dug up from the past and mokes them appoar brlght.le
Henee, he 1s wellegroundod in history,27 'ndow2d by nature with the
gift to underatand, hils comprehonsion is mor: instinctive than aca~
demic,18 ‘This m'ght explain in part his rejection of rules and prin-
eilples as well es dogmas. For Anatole France every form was binding,

every dogma ensleving, every rule restricting.l® Fundamentally he was
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a geger,'oin 7uschauer" golng through the world enraptured like a
g mulnely intorested visitor to e museum.20 Anetole France could not
understend the lack of taste in a person, ¥Heo himsslf possessed &
large shar: of "Geschumack" and considered 1t of groater value than
virtuo, The result was that he did not have a liking for elther the
Naturelists or the Swmbolists, bot: of whom lack:d taste,2l Relating
him to the Geymanic world, Schbn wrote:

Frence hat eoin instinktives CGeftthl daftr, dass das germanische
wegen ihm im Innersten fromd 1st.<%

The opisode of Francets visit to the Argentine in 1910,reportecd
by a German eritic, may not be amiss to review hersa, According to
Hermenn Fornaun,25 the ‘uropeen was f8tod by the whols South Amerlcan
nation, His pilcturcs eppoared in all the newspap:rs} printed eoplas
of his lectures which usually ended in stormy applause, as well as
some of hils books, wers on 6isplay in ell book«shops and nows-stands;
and his;éﬁa@@hﬁa wops reproduced in sxtenso by tho dally press.

Pernau cltes the Tigrio demoerste 1n which 1t was said, emong other

thinss, that Anatols Franc: was the first visitor to spesk candldly
to the Argentiniens., "Hut abl® exclaims the reporter,”before the man
vho dares to utter words of veproof regarding sociel and economic
evils," And Anatole France did it with the seme ironic smile on his
calm fece with which he confronted the working elasses of hls own
land, urgins them to arganizé; His final public addreas, entitled
5meina Eindritcke von dor Republik Argentinien,” drew a large number
of importent personages from Buenos-Alres, On this, as on simlilar
occaslons, Anatole France stood out in distiret sontrast to hls cone-
temporery follow-writers in that he waa himsslf and true to'hls coN-
vietions, Injeeting some utopisn ldoas, he offered his sudience suge

gestions es to how to corroct their social sbuses, It took intelw



lectusl ccurage toc do this., But that virtue wes his forts., The
newspapers praliscd him in lengthy colurms for his begutiful laongusge
in particular and for the sloguent expression of the neo-Latin
genius in gﬁmwral.ﬁé Mils account of Francets lecture tour in South
Amorles ends with tho assariion that the ¥ronchnmen left with the
srg:ntinlana a lasting impresslon of himself as e grost ertist and a
roel man. FPornau concludes tihats

3intomalsn unsopon fstheten drsi Dinge ebhanden gekommen sind,

die sle von Anatolo France lermen k#nnten: Mut, “hrlichkeit,
Einfachholt, 20

2, The “irlter end Critlc.

A« The "riter,

German oriticlism reogarding Anatole Franeets writing contors on
the folloving nain points: general qualitiss-poarticularly style,
technlque 4in writing novsls, skill in story-telling, po«tile 1n9pifaa
tion, 5 nse of the dramstic, end 1it rary orlticism, There is
searccly any dlsagrecment among the numerous crltics as to his being
e "Schriftst: ller®, ¥He has boon pronounced by nearly all of them a
veory skillful and talonted writer. Not mueh nas boen writteon conw
corning his plays, for the vary good reason that he did not write
meny of thom. 4s o his being a "Dichtsr” and a novellst, the Gormen
erities very d-Finltsly dissgres, not only during this period tut dur-
ing ths two following as well. “loesser (1904), cmphaslzing the point
that Anatols France waz & Latinist with a marked taste for the classi-
eal atyls, writes:

Als Schriftsteller vertritt er in Frankraich die relne Latinitét,
die sich Virgll, Horaz, Lucrez als hohe Ahnen zuschrelibt, ein
uneroehiitt-riicher Freund der verbindlichen Reg-=1l, des "esprit
dtordre® in Gedanken und Reden . « 26

The hermonious flow of words in his books hes a bewitching afifcct
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upon tas Froneh people, Iueckily for the Yr neh Acadeny, he ia a
member 07 15,28 If Anatole France's writing is jJudged from the stand«
point of arciitoectural beauty, he 1s indeed an artist of first rank,29
He does not work howoevor with colora or 1in:s hut with vords, words
of conerets racolleoctions apliced to sxproas abastract ideas. arie
Hopzf:=1d (1900) thinks thats
Br Lst olaer der polistreleist:n KUpfe unserer Zelt und ein
Helstor aller Kinste dos “orts.  “r kann dis witzigeten, ribe
- pendsten, dle zdrtesteon, schwierigstoa Sacaun in unthertreff-
lich wirksamer 'W:lse sagen,30
And discussing his style, she writes:
#r 1st franzdsiscn wis kein asnderer in Wohlklang und ‘leizansg,
gallisch durch und durch, + « « und lateinisch in der strenge
on Sch¥rfeo des Stils 4 « « 80 8lt 3iad soine Mittel; so einfach
ist s=in Satzbau; so schmucklos 1st s-in Ausdruck, Er verwirft
dun flberlad:nn, ferbeagetrinltben St11 Theophils Gautiers und
die "éderiture artisticue® der Briider Goneourt, Ihm widerstrebt
der moderne malcerische Improssionismus in sciner dopp:lten
Richtung: S:.cond-nausschnitte des Losbons naturgetreu und sinne
widrig aufs Papicr zu werfen,? .

In 2 s-cond article on Anatole France, Brummemann (1901) attrie
butes his Leiny littlie lknown in Cermany to {the Fact that tne roaders
consider him "ein sehwloriger'Benriftsteller”, This difficulty lies
not in the style, "der krystallklar dshinfliesst oder in kurzen Fre -
aihlungen herriich geschnitten Kameen gleich,” but in the numsrous
refevonces to historical data which recuirss considerable knowledge
of the soclal e political evants of I'rance on the part of the reade
ey, ﬁot@ithstan@ing, for runnemann he was the most pgifted of living
Yr-onch writers.©e Three years lator, Mari: Cuhrmenn, in a book-review

of I'rance's XKomBdientongeschichte, agroes with Urunnemamm about the

groetness of /Anetole France as & writer, as the foliowing statemont
definitely shows:

Anetol: France gilt was Feinhelt und Rtnatlarische Purchbildung
des Stils botrifft, fir decn gr¥ssten der lebenden franzdsischen
Schriftsteller, der das Gowagtoste sagen kena, ohne gu verletgen,
3eine Bficher <nthaltsn gewlesermassen die Quintessenz des frane
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z¥sisechen Goist:s, Er 1sbt nicht nur =ia “ichter, sondern auch
oin "oltwslser, der dus Monschliche, oft Allzumonschliche, mit
30 schalkhiafter Trounle orzihlt, dess man lhs nic srmstliech

b¥se secin kann, 33
Then follows e review of thce ook in which the eritic laments the fact

that much ~7es lost in translation and thoerefore the "Xomddianten-

'geschiehﬁﬁ" should be resd in the originel or not at sll., Hadle
Fuhrmenn points out that the noetle language of the writer, the fine
humor, and the nuances of the original wore entirely lost in the
trenslation,34

To the guestion whether Anatole France was really original,

Josef HWofmiller (1900), editor of Sfiddeutsche Monatshefte, renlles

that a writor may ve originsl in one of two ways: either in contsnt or
in style, The second way, which is the way of Anatole France, often
prosupposss greatsr strength on tha part of the author,38 This same
viswpoint was expressed also by Hans Lindau in 1900 when he salid:
was er schreibt, ist am "ndée gar nioht so wesgentlich ~ folne Geow
milde & 8 geitgentissiechon Pariseor Lobuns haben goblldote Hiochtw-
frangzosen »benfalls entwerfen klinnon, und vislleioht beruhen dle
keaston Loistungon von Anstols ¥France in der btrourn ¥illeuwloedere
gabe genz underer Zolton und Linder - aber w i1 e  er schrelbt,
das klnstlerische fuge und die formonde Haend goben zu erkennen,
auf welchen Culturnivesu das Kunstwork mSglich gewesgn ist, und
in welehor engsvren Atmosphiire es sufwachs n konnte,s
Hans NMegsn, on the other hand, (1910), asserts that France's weakness
11es in his many-sided artistic temperament. He shows us In his books
how pig this world is in arts It 18 for us to appreclate 16,37
“duard Schtn (1911) thinks that in his predilection for art,France
was an ideallst and an ardent admiror of the Greeks, A ¢lasaicist by
tastc, he derived the rule of clearness from the classics,?® More~
over, he avolded technical questions} instead, he wrote stories and
‘novelettes in short, rhythmic and :nergstic sentenses. His terse,
smooth and charming lenguage 1s soft and colerful in atyle,sg Dus to

this stvle, Folix Rosenberg (1904) said that "Anatole France ftthrt



26
die feinste Fa or heute wohl in Prankreleh,® and tneb he was an ine

genlous philologist,*V Zauard kngel (1912), suthor of teschichte der

frangfsischen Lltoratur, expressed about the same 1ld: a vhen he wrote:

France ist zvoifellos oliner der foinsten 5tilkinstler seines
Tandes und «in #baeraus gelstvollor, wissensroicher »1lauderer, 4l

In the opinion of Fduard Platzhoff-Tojoune (1912), Anatole Prance was
not given the recognition in fSermanythat was due him, although his
tnflusnce in Frenee at the time was enormous,%2 This same oritic
affirma that Anetole France was the most sducated ("gebildetste") and
tnerafore the mest versatile French writer of his time, ¥Hore aro the
arltie’s ovn words:s
Anatole France nimmt in "eutschland nicht dea Pang ein, fir lhm
gebllrt, Hinbtur Franzosen gweiten und dritton Fangoes steht or
zurtiek, 7o bedeutenden Zinfluss,; den er asuf seine T.andaleute
austibt, unierafitzt man powaltig,%d
Als Stilisi lst er unbestrition gross. Als Schriitsteller welss
oy oft mit einor warmen Herzlichkelt zu schildoern, dle bsi lhm
und berheupt in der franz8sischen Liteoratur srsteunt und willig
orlginal lat.«%
Platzhoff-lejouns also points out the fact thet two very different
fore=g pleyed uron Anatole Pranco: the influ=znce of N=nan and that of
the Parnassian school. Anatole PFrance suceeeded in uniting these two
opposing schools of thought.
suf Franee haben zweil sehy verschiesdene Strimngen deutlich gee
wirkt: einmel Renan, denn die Schule der Parnassiens, KXaum kann
man sich gggauere Gogenstitzs denksn, und doeh hat ¥rance belde
vereinigt,
In another study (1913), this time on the novels of the Hise

toire Contemporaine, “duard Schiin shows great admiration for Anatole

France the writer. For 3ch8n, Anatole France es stylist 1s a master
of unusual skill., France's language does not appear at all worked
over, The clear, rhythmic, sparkling sentences are fine pattorns of
logical thinking.46 tn the cholce of words, France ia exact, refined,

and rich in imeg:s and metaphors, His sentences are for the most
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pert short: 1liko amall, locaplng vaves whos: sound surg g upon our
cars "sehlug auaf sohlag“@év He oven ehanges bho tone to £1t the oe-
casion, He wrlbee in varl d astyle, because he himoclf iz not always
the sam-, 1t is in fact the style of an esleetic,

Poorblickt man 8 -ine sprache als cin ganzus, so darl man ale
gohl als klassiseh Dozsichnen.2v

There were on: or two eritics et this early date who took an
opposite view to that of Schén, Max Lorenz in 1901,for example,could
not understand why Anatole Franee ahould be vrated so highly as a

writer,

Teh hegreife die ¥ritiker nieht, dile der Supgestion eincs grossen
Herong, dea maatols ivanec thatsiicllich het, so vollkomnen unter-
lisgen kSnnen, dass Urthsile wic das folponde miglich sind, "am
meisten ontztickt aber dlz Rot: Tilie durech di: unnachsimliche
Grazlc und den wunderber folngesenliff nen 5til, Sogar die Uber-
setzung liHsst uns noch orkzmn n, dass Anabtole Franc: mit Roeht
der feinste Stilist Frankrelchs genannt wird, und dass eor seinen
Sitz in dor suadsmio redlich verdisnt het. In diesenm 3tile 1l¥asst
sich Alles, selbst das Gewagtoste sagon, und es wird noeh immer
Poesie szin.” Dicses Urthail stamnt uus einsm bekannten Ferliney
konservativ:n Blatt, desssn literarischen Redektour lch sonst als
einen unseror besonnension, objektivisten und s-lbstindigston
EKritiker zu schitzon wolss,49

The sbove statemont, contalining the favorable opinlon of a certaln
congervative “orlla vublication, 1s doubly signifiecant, The maln
point of Lorenz's contention is that Anatole Francs was not a "Kinste
ler" vut mercly sn gssthete, snd that betwsen these two there is no-
thing in common, The form-r, endowad with imagination, is able to
erzate & world out of nothings while the latter, lacking this power
of inspiration, " . » « lebt von der meist nur oberfléichlich mitemp
fundonon Kunst Amderer und verstsht os hﬁah&t&ns, dle Diage der Wirke
lichkeit mit ¢in paar Linlon zu dekoriren™ . Then, making a compari-
son with othsy Ffsuch writers, Loreongz asscrts that Haupagssant and
Daudét, althougn stending on the border line, wers both "Hlastler®s

whereas Anatole Fraace "ist nur Acsthete! 50
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Marie Fuhrmann (1906) ralses objections to some of Pranco's
books on the :round that they econtain trivielitiea which a Gsrman
writer would avoid putting into print, She explains however that the
apperent nonessentials ave due to the translation into German, 4
gr-at deal of grace and charm of the original is lost through trans-
lation into snother language. Her own words wlll meke this point
clearer:

- Anetole France 1st ein feiner und gelstréicher Xopf, und manches,
wes sr sagb, 1st as dsher auchy andorss dasoegen ist so trivial,
dass ein deutscher Schriftsteller sich scheuen wirde, 3 zu sagen,
gesehwelre dorn, es drucksn zu lassen. . « Anatole France ist der
Ansiecht, dass man alles sagon kann, wenn men €s 2u sagen verstoht,
und da er zwelfellos zu sagen versteht, wes gr sagen will - er
gllt ja fir den feinsten franzBslschen Stilisten dor Gegenwert -,
80 ist es mbglich, dass visles, was in der Uebersetzung matt und
alltglich klingt, im Original durch die grazitse Form erfreut}
wenn men es deutsch liest, hat man entsciideden den indruck, ein
solehnss Buch hitte nlehg ttborsetzt zu werden brauchen, 91

Paul Wwiegler thinks that Anatole France reopeats himself; but he
hastens to proclaim:

France ist heute das Ideal eines Schriftstellers, donn er bew
deutet das gelistige Gewissen Frankreichs,92

The dlsagrcement about France's merits as a novellst 13 even
more pronounced, Adolf BircheHirschfsld {1913), femous Germen pro=-
feasor end scholar of Romance litoraturecs, belleves that Anatole
Franee has not written any unified novolsg and that the books considere
ed as novels are mere opisodes,® Reing rich in pleturcsgue tour-
nmures, in rhythm and harmony, tha,dharmvef them consists mostly in
the beauty of language and excellence of style, In his longer stor-
ies France srows his faitinfulness to the 17th century tradition, to
which he skillfully joins an artful expression of modern excitablli-
ty ("Geftihlserregtheit™),54

Richard M. Moyer (1913), who resembles Birch-Hirschfeld in

works and renown, states that Anatole France successfully amalgamated
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the old colorful “nglish nov-l of adventur: with the philosophical
novel of Voltaire.,%® Just 1i:e Theodor Fontane, Anatole France oXw
plores humen souls and takes delirht in uncovering his unexpected
findings.se The historisn posltively states his unwillingness to ad-
mit to t .o rank of the grostest writers two Ceormans, Gerhart Hauptmann
end Stefan George, two foreilgners, Selma Laeuerl8f and Anatolc
Franoe, 57 |

Back in 1900 Lindau oxvressed a preference for France's novels
whiech, he thought, were not the usual narratives of adventurss, Hé
wrotes | |

Drum sind seine Romane keiﬁe Ruld@nabenfauer und Gott sel Denk

such nicht immer so langweillg gut gevaute HHuser, wle sle kiltore

Seslen lieforn mgen, sondorn verntinftlge Goschlenten, die nieht

um jeden Preis intoressante Loute mum Mittolpunkte heben,58
Then, commenting more directly on France's art of writing novels,
Lindau sald:

Da schwebt etwas Neu=s horvor, "des Menschen Sesele durch und durch

zu dringon", es ist elne damokratischers Kunstrichtung, sie sieht

gigegiﬁgz g:ignigigegeggégéieggbiahtsehimmer tbergossen, der dem

.

Hext Linﬁsu raises the quesstion whether Anatole Prance was m good
painter of charaétera. There 1z no doubt but that he knsw how to cone-
struet a novel.80 He himself dlscussed such points as plot, suspene
sion of interest, fulfillment of expectatlion, ete. ©ut, do his charac-
ters live? The answer ls affirmative, as the following quotation
1ndiua£ea: |

Aenlich wie die zarten weiblichen Rlumen, dic Charles Dickens der

Nachwolt geschenkt hat, erscheinen mir elnige Frauenportrits sus

der Hand des franzWsischen Weisters. . « 2in Belsplsl fiir Alle,
wir wiinlen die Mutter im Lo Livre de mon ami.51

And the dopietion of the learned men that have the prineipal roles in
the novel is masterful. All the herces aers distingkished thinkers,®%

Lindau points out furtber that a good proof of our impression 1s
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memory. Aftsy sselny a play repreosanted on thu stage eni having perhapas
boon amused, we po away with some impression, If the play happoned to
be ons of Shakespuarts, or Molidrets, or Goethe's, the characters
stand out vividly im our mindas, The sam: is true in resding s novel .
And, Lindeu thinks, tie characters of France's novsls remain in our
memory a8 well as those of Dickens or Balzac.85

rduard ngel, suthor of the Geschichto der franz8sischien Literae

tur (1912), disagrecs with Lindau on this peint, Admlititing that many
?rench snd German resders of Francets works consider him not only ==
the greatest mind in France but also as one of the most importaent of
French novclists, and, he hims 1f stating that inatole Fraﬁcs is withe~
out doubt th: finest stylist of his country, “ngel insists that, like
ths Germen Romasnticists, France wrote some very good beginnings for
his AOvela,.but his endings weore always week, Lacking the powar'of
character development, he rosorts to the means of "esprit", This is
not howsver a good way of writing'a novel, since: "a s o oin blschen
Pleiterkraft 1ist mohr wert als aller Esprit, denn die Dichtung, die
sehte, bleivt, dor sprit verfliegt®. The eritle adds that very few
jokes of yesterday are worth repeating,94
Some yeers before 1905 “ngel indicated similar views in an arti-

¢le on Anatole Frencse, published in Der Ttrmer. A part of this artin
ele tells muen, so I quote:

In Frankrelch gilt seit lingorer Zelt Anatole France fiy einen

der gr&ssten Romendiehter, folglich gibt es such in Deutschland

Schwlrmer, die auf Anatole France schwiren, Berufsmissig auf

franzlisisc o Literatur gecioht und dureh dic neuen Auflagen mein-

ar Gesonlehte der frangdsischen Literatur verpflichtet von allen

bedeutenden oder noch von ellen vielgenanniten neuen Verken Kennbe
nis gu nehmen, habs ich ordnungsgemiiss such alle neucn Rinde von
Anatole ¥France gelesen, haba an ihnen bewundert, was zu bewundern
war, hebes mich en dem gelaniwellt, was langwellig war, und mchte
einmal sngesichts scines letsten Romaus schllcht meine Meinung
ftber diesen so sehy bertthmton franz@sischen Schriftsteller

B8EON, 66
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“neel neoxt deelaros bthat Anatolo Franco ecemmob tull a story. A sborye
t211r rmat ooy how to do thak, s "Ulehbor” showld do thielb and rore.
Anatols Froaer cammobt pubt into prechtice thoe Frooeh saylaug: "Contoes,
mels eont.oz wion". Moroovir, nothing sboys im onols mmory aftor
reading one of his nowvelg; not a charecter ls vummberusd; not one of
the many anparontly ingenloms saylngs 18 vobtained. . o » o komib
gber bhel Trance nicibs anderes heraus, als sine Helhs ironischor Zelbe
ungsartikel.® Por th: most part Anatelc Vprance makos an offurt to say
gomethling lsavned: esn 1dia derived frow wopding L. classles or Gresk
liserpture 1s inccrted nor sad thme Put, a weliter o: & story wio is
ungtls to oroesr  wlilr Bis nesrrotlion withoubd resoerting to o means of
dircet rhilosophising can haxdly be talen for o nast » 6l his srt.
And Tngel Insists theb:

-t

Pea lch nun in ~igon Bonan obwal ponz anderes sucho als gelolhirbes
Tissen, so fibrrschlag> ich alle geloehrtsn Stllen gritndsHizlich,
urd ich hoff:, dic melsbton Loser hetten dion ebunse. Anaiole
Frence hal 4ch also gans vergob ne in s0 grosse Ankosten dey
Grlehrassls it g otirst, 66

“ngel at ths end admits, however, tiat the novel M, ilepgsyet 3 Paris,

a8 w-ll as some of th: oth rg, conbeinse gsomebthing taut emrous.:s real
sdmirations This £-eling of admiration is mingled with a foeling of
envy, Potn are csused by the exe-llcnt language of the Franch writer,
This bad story-taller, a nere csuseur, writes in perfeet Irench. In
Germeny, eveon the grea ost authors are not free from linguistic faults,
“npel attributes this to the dlfference of systems In teaching the
lancunges in France and Zermanys©7

Sentin (1913} on the othor hand, definitely admircs Franeefs art
of writing nov-la, His artistic aptitude for drawing s charvacter is
remarkable., The heroes are depleted not only by rhat they say but also
by their geasturss, Bofor: they talk, the author deseribes thelr poise

and movements, so that when they do speak, 1t is with more vividness
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and elardty,8 Iwinge shows throws: &t choarvact rs of hic novels that
he has bralasd his cax be Foar b garious sounds, of o hwas srained.
hig =y 8 (o ses syarythlug, Toecfor o eha cebors are cndowed with

holr own porsonel vmie@s%69 STpancs i rather Jdigeco b in Lio mothod
of derietiag o charvashor, Thils corrogponds to his asens: of tasitc,
Therafor:, 1n som- =spects hils eharaet rs are likke Bho rouch marlios

-

nettes, dointy, modsest, polize but humen,70 e oft:n upeaks of art 1in

=

his novsls boeouse of his koen taats for art. is cluogeunt and arblse

tie soul needs art es s hody needs alr. Reeding his aovels is like

pas 511@ throuch o "huntbewegks” world . ith o palnt.r or & $6.1,50P.
For iy Iihe o wae @"aist, bring ordor, 1ight snd ecolor oul of chaosy

rhythm and hermons: oul of naiseﬁ.vl “he following auotabion chows
farthier ohat Schifn thinks of iAnatals Frunce as en artist in writing
nov-le,

Fpane~s kunst lat 1ltert pour l'ept, 1st lhunsi fUr dle kunstge=
molndo, e osincn Rielnoren | .hs von Hsthebton, nichit sber jone
groog . Portr lsconde kuv“', at- in leddoease-aft geborin, sus deor
ganzen filloe d: p sealiselrn kr#ftz hereuswlichst, dlc wle clne
singesung d i gonzsosn menacien orgrelft, und die das schafflen des.

gelstes dem wirken dor naotur zl-lel mach n 7 ‘?anﬂ@ goraton
wir nlc 30 tief in Jas leben s inor nons 1 hin:in, dass wir daes

auf undé ni~dor ihrer das- 1nsbcfuhle ﬂitw“léb“ﬂ. iy vilngclen
nle, “ass die ersEhlung wahr s:i; und hoefton kelue spanoung an
sle, Tir vergnssen uns nic solbst, um in neuen lsboensachiksalen
duret: neouc lehensgeffhlo unsor degcin gu cruslisorie s blulbt
zgwlsch n uns und den Franc=schen gestaltan =lnc letzte distensz,

¥in nalves sichhingehen an din gﬂcht@rische flkction als an das
lebon s:1bat lat nlcht mSglich, (¢

There ave only two critics within this period who have made
direct observations on the subject of Franco's eﬁorywtalllng; InwEQQQ,
Marie Herzfeld folt that France was not a narrator in “ha strict asnse
of the word, PFranecs's stories, im her opinion, vere ahaped slowly and
with mich offort out of thought and lraraing, just as the statues of

Rodin were hewn with herd labor out of stone and merble, She pcints
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out the faect that 'he dlslo.uez in Francets storl:s rssemble for the
most part profossorial lesctures and thet the disputes which teke place
durins th courass of a novsl remind the reador of the old disputations
of the anclent doctors,”3 And Miyer, thirteen years later, said that
Meupassant wes without any doubt a much greater master of story-telling
than Ansiole Franccec. The latter was too much of s philosopher and
skeptie to roproduce simply an imaginod advsnture,’4 Neither Anatole
Franee nor Thomas Mann possesses the gift of flowing narration.75

The Seor~en word "Dichter" 1s broedsr and mor+ inclusive in mean-
ing than tie “nglish word "poet", And yot, when theo German critics
consider Anatols France as a "Dichtur" they glv: to the word the same
meaning that the term Yroet" denotes to us, Otherwise, some of the
Gorman opinion would be absurd, ﬂﬁngal, for exemple, speaking of
Anatole Frances the poet, wrote:

wWir habsn in Deutschland gwanzlg Romaneund Novellendichter, denen
Anatol: France, der Dichter, nieht bis zu den Schultern relcht;
allerdings keum einen Sprachktinstler glelech ihm,
The critic adds that the Freneh take him for a poet of prominence; to
this h- feels an objectlon should he raised,”’® Schtn thinks that
Anatole France possessed a delicate and sensitive soul but "Reine
poetischen fundamentalgefithls,” out of which tho powerful underlying
key-notes of 1ife spring forth,77?

In a clever dialogue imagined by Iudwig Hatvagy (1908) as taking
place betwaen ¥, Ponnard and M. Bergeret, Bonnard, who scems to ree
preasnt the eritic, contrasts Anatole France with other French writers
thua:

Anatol: France nEmlich siocht dem typischen Bilde des Dichters
nilcht sehr #Hhwnliech, ¥r 18t koin Hugo, keln Delzac, aus d=non,
wenn sie auch zwischen vier Mausrn sltgen, dle .rfindung von
selbst unaufhérlich hervorquillts er ist viel intelligenter aber
viel woniger urapriinglich, als diese 'genlalen Bsclt', wie elnst,

ien glaubs, Saintee~Bouve, dies grossen Unbewussten gensnnt hat. ¥r
ist suoh kein Lamartine, d=m s zur Inspiration gentigt, wenn der
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Frithlingswind dle Xsto eines blfitentbersHton Baum:s vor ihm
schaukzlts o o 7

the old man Bonnard, who sounds now like Anatole "rance, and agein
1ikc Hatveny, eriticizes his own orwator at length as followa:

Pfir ihn Mftssten dile Bildhausr von Phidiasa bis Rodin gomelsaclt,
die Malur von Fra Angollico bis Puvis de Chevanne gomalt, Schlie-
mann und Boni musston graben, Frenz von Assisi milsste glauben,
voltaire leusnen, Ronen gweifeln, Pla-o und Iueian und wie das
neus Bueh 1l21d~r bewelst, sogar Julos Verne und Bellamy mussaten
sehireiben; Paris, Rom, Venedlg, Jerusalem und Athen, alle StHdte
diesor “ult russtzn ihm darbleten,; was in ihrer Vergangenheit
und threr Gegenwart jungfrfulich rein und raffinicrt verderbt
ist, damit sieh ihm diese starken Eindrflcke zu sincon Buche vers.
dichten, 79 )

About France'!s dramatic 8kill Peul Wiogler (1907) made only this
brief observation:

Daa eor die %agliehkeit,draggtischﬁr Gestaltung nleht besitzt,
ward mochr als einmal kKlar. ’ ' '

B. The Critie.

After Hermann Bahr, ‘duard Sechdn has written most concerning
Anstole France the literary and soecisl eritie. Schiin stateas that
Anatols Franee was & dlstinetly subjective or impressionistic oritie.
He did not anslyses the contants of a bookji he merely noted his person-
al reaction to it.B51 His eriticism i3 so permeated with his own viows
that 1t revcals more of tine oritic than of his subjJect. Strictly
speaking, he did not discuss the MWwoka; instead, h~ spoke of himself
in the 1light of th= books he road.82 The followins metaphor ef Schén
18 indea. very ant in describing France's method of critieism:

France hsbt oft seinen Blick von dem Buche auf und lHast ihn
lange tr&umend in dle welte schweifen. ¥r geht mlt dem Verfasser
des Buches wie das Kind mit dem “rwachsenen. +<ine Zeitlang lsat
a8 ein Nobsneinander Mand in Hand. Dann relsst es sich plStzlich
los, ine Blume am Wege mbchte es pflteken, in die Auslags oines
Sengufensters mbchte ea sich vertlefen, einen Scoitenweg miichts

es einschlagen, DNas Tompe fromden Ganges 1st selten France!

slgenes Tempo. Bficher sollen inhm keine Fithrer scin, sle sollen
triumen und donken helfen.
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Schtin points out the fast that Anatole France fully reslized how vule

nerable his theory of criticlsm was. So, t0 the guestion whether sube

jootive eritlelsm was really a criticlsm, he dogmatically repliad that
all eritiecism was subjective., How could 1t be objective, since 1t 1is
en art and not a sclonese? Thus Bnatole France answered the question
by esking another one, And he further contendoed, Sch¥n states, that
there cannot be any critorion of th: beautiful.B4
s kann kelno objektive "ritik gebeng dann es zibt kein Kriterium
des Schinens “Warum lst die Ilias schi¥n? Jede Zolt, jede (e
schmacksrichtung, jode Kunstanschawung gibt darsuf ihre gggane
Antwort. Und nilcht zwel Antworten sind slnender gleich.

The really criéiegl elem:nt 1s absent from his coriticism, Morsover:
Die Menschen sind ihm das eipontllche Studium, nicht die Worke,
Yit ungestillter Wilssbegler sucht er sle, sueht fthre individuelle
gristige Physiognomie in lhrem Schriften. Porsdnlielhes, Allzue
perstinlich~s schrelbt er abeg 8ich, Perstnliches, Allszupsrsine
lichos sucht =r bel anderen.®®

‘The literery historian Richard Meyer (1913) considers Anatole

Franes as g critle impeortant onough to De classed with Sainte=Bouve,

Renan, Lemaitre, Bourget, and Brunetibre, all-of whom were not only

literary but also "908 thritikor® 87

3. "woltanschauung.”

‘Anatole Franco's philosovhical concepts, or views on life and on
trhe world in gsneral = the Germens uso the one word "W:ltenachauung"e
are not always elear and appcar to some critics as contradictory.
Yarie Verzfeld (1900) called him a born opponent of everything, whose
critical mind could not see jJustice and whe domanded ther«fore indule
genge,

¢+ s+ » wie or an Tdeen nicht glaubt, so glsubt er auch an dle
¥ensehen nicht, 7Er wirde sle hasson, wonn er sie wichtig genug

nohmen kSinntey sie erschionen ihm lHcherlieh, finde er sie nlecht
bloas komisch,



Yore then that,

By verehrt dis gbttlichen CGeaxtzte, eor bavundert die 8ffentlichen

tinrichtungon; ar sttitzt die Reglersnden und dringt den herrscihiehe

den Angsichten und Wohlmeinungen das Opfer seiner Intnlligenzl) -

Mit nichten,88
He foﬁnd perople too comical for ridiocule and too important for hatred,
Observing the actions of men about him, France thouyht of the merio-
nettes, because:

Les Verionettes
font, font, font
Trols petlts tours
Et puls aten vont,
Preferring to be Impartlel he abstalned from pronouncing judgments
end from meking appraisals. Hils alm was to mercly undsrstand everye
thing, ezpressing: his opinion or views on nothing. In casc views had
to be stated, countervlisws were always forthcoming. 0On thils account
it is impossihle to d termine dofinitely what were his exget philoe
sophical ildeas. "Er spilelt, or schorzt, er joglisrt mit allem." At
the same timo, he persistently sought truth; not that he expected to
find 1t, but the secking of 1t afford~d his mind the noblest and most
diffisult of .nterprisss, (Cf, note 8 in chap. IT )} Beceausse of all
this, Anatols France is inaccsssible to the hoil poloi. To und~ rstand
him it 48 necossary to comprehend his works as s whele and not in
part, 89
Anetols France looked upon life ss one looks at a theatrleal

verformance from a comfortable soat, that 1s, with amusement and
dresming, He folt that it wss more enjoyable to droem than o aoct}
consequently, most of the characteras in his books are heroes in dreams
rath-r than in actiona.

Triumcn ist bosser als Handeln o » « Soine Feld~n leben in ihren

Triumen und lasscn sich von den Zaubsriunststiicken ihrer Phantasie

gefangen nehmen, 90

Hans Hagen {1910), who made a study of Anaﬁule Frencets soclinle
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ism, tounched upon his philosophr in a brief but ratier apt and vivid
ranne?, The following wmetaphor of Hagen reminﬁs us of tho oneg Sghlin
ugsd while disenssing France!s method of eriticisms 92
g ist dls Ubavzeusung dos Anatole ¥rance, dass siyontlich alle
Thovzengunsen glelich wisl taugen, Daraus ergibit sich in seinen
verken oin bald belustig ndes bald betrttbendos Hin und ‘Ter von
Weinungsn, ein Umstirzen sller Worte, Jodse Philosophle mass sich
einen Augenblick suf das Hokicerstihlchen setgzon, um unang:nshme
Kritiken eanzuhlren, hils sis denn mit sin:m mntwilliggg Kniocka
herunterspringt und siner andeorn dun Platz ainrifumt,
This means, of course, that no ~hllosovhy was a permansnht oceupant of
Prancets mind, But he was convincod that ewory conviction or pisgce of
philoso-hy should be wxamined, and every phllosopher should be heard.
And that in 1taslf 18 certainly not a bad nhilosophy.
Alrch-Hirschfeld (1913), on the other hand, basing his statement

on the philosophic idees expressed in Le Jardln d'Epicure (1895), in-

farrved that Francefs philosophy inecluded gqueastioning the beneflts of
culture, doubting the worth of seclantific kncwla&g@, end suspecting
the more) standerda, Thia sort of philosophy can be brisfly summaeriz-
ed by the word "Nichtwissen®,93
Sehttn §1011) judged Anatole France to be by naturs a phllosophor,

slthough diffzrent from all other philosophers, Others constructed
p@lloaaphic systemaj he did nots others belioved in themslvss and in
thein éyetams; Franéa belleved in nothing, not even in himself. He
vas in reality an impressionistic artist rather than a philosopher ln
the truc sense of the word,%4 From extensive reading and acquaintence
with 211 systoms of rhilosophy, Anatole Prance derived the gonvietlon
thet everything must be believed, becsusec nothing ls absolutely true.
As a rreunlt, as Schiin puts 1t:

Er ist der Apostel deor Relativitlit aller Anschawangen, der Cegner

sller Orthodoxis, ¥%in alleinselipgmachendes Dogma existiert fir

ihn in keinem Begzirk des welten mense:lichen Gelstoslebena. Unter

dem kalton Hauohi seiner Skepsais ist der Begelff geiagiger Preiheit
nshegu gu dem Begriff golstiger Anarchie verkttmmert, 5 '
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Anatole France was prsscssed with an excossive fear of 1llusions,.

On account of this fear, h: continuously strove not to become subject
to any and svery doetrine or erased, He even guarded himaelf apainst
meking positlve statements snd retracted immediately after having sasid
anything, or elaec gave the opposite view, Schin explalne this as
followsas

So schrinkt er cin, was er gesagt hat, weicht gurtick, macht allere

lel Vorbehalt, sieht dl« Sache von sovielen Soiten, sileht soviele

Trr® und sovisle "wider", dass sr weder a%g ontachiedones "Ja"

noch ein enbtschiedenes "Nein® finden kann.
With such a state of mlnd, while writing his novels, Anatole France
lald mines under every kind of opinion and belief, There are in his
books

Soviel Glaube, soviel Vorurteil, soviel einseltigs Beschriéinkung,

soviel Splegoeluny des Rwige-Finen, nie zu Ergriindenden, nile zu Rre

fassenden, vﬁrurtgéle sind Sehlacken, von denen er sein Denken

gu reinigen sucht,
Schn elso thiaks that Anatole Franece was influenced by Darwin to have
a low opinion of men., ¥We consldered them as half-civilized animals,
who behave themsolves veesuse of police orders,98

Hens Land (1914) seems to have found France's ghilasaphy more

tenable than the other eritics would admit, for ho said that

France ist oin tief und klar Thilosoph, der mit Vorliebe die alten

und uralten Kulturen durchforscht, um in threm Wust und Gerdll die

furzeln sufzudeckon, aus denen noch Saute unaere schlimmste und

schiidlichaten Irrtiimer arspriasaenag

In Sur ls Pierre Blanche the autior roveals his sentiments sbout man's

existence and attalnment of happiness when he states, like a true
philosopher, through the mouth of one of the charasctors in the book,
the following recipe for a heppy living:
"Ioh habe weder Frau noch Xind, Ich bin weder verliebt noch
krank, Ich bin sueh nicht sehr reich und gehe nicht unter
Menschen, Ich sihle also gu den GliHcklichen,

After this, Hans Land suggests:"Es stecken ganse Blnde von Lebenae
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epkenntnis in dicesem Avsspruch”.190 And, in anothor connection, the
eritle deelares that a deeply rooted belief in the progress of mankind
and a better fubture can be detscted at the bottom of France's skepti-
eal views and critieiamelgl

Psul miegler (1907) amsserted that as e philosopher Anatole
France was closely related tolﬂenan, t @ professor of oriental lang-

usges end disociple of German metaphysics, Tt was from Rensn that he

sequired "di: milde philosophiseh-theologische Téstorung™. 102

4, The Ironist and Skeptic.

According to one of the earlier oritics (1903) tho development
of Frence's skepticism was hastened br the Dreyfus affair., The oloe
ments wore already in him before the scandslous caso, but they resided
mainly in his mind. Tho soeial event awelt-ned in Anatole France the
 &1@@91ng bourgeols eazle.l03

Anotner commentator (1905) on the subject of skepticlsm found in
the works of Anatole France a reslgnation to the mysterious and re-
ligious sentiment alongside of a skeptlcism hard as steel. This cont~
bination produced in him & heppy anion of the historical and eritical
methods. Hers are the oritic's own words:

In den Werkeon von Anatole France finden wir einsn stahlharten
Skeptizisms neben einer lisbevollen Hingabe an die Mysterien und
die Aeusassrlichkcoiten des religifsen Lobens, elne glitckliche Ver-
einigung der historisohen "othode mit der kritlschen.,

And¥chtlg verscnkt sich Franos, wie der alte Gelehrte des Romans
1ls erime ds Sylvestre Bonnard, in das roliglliss Loben des frihen
Mittslimltors, ;

moessor (1904) was content to make a brief obaervatlon to the
effect that Anatole France was tne most sixnificant skeptic of all
those who ceme after Rcnan.108 ®he following 1s the opinion of

Hofmiller (1910) on this subject:
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Dieger Ironlker hat eine merkwirdige “ntvicklung durchgomacht: als
er juns war, besass or dis naenaichtige und glitige Milde des
Gralgcs, Jetzt, da or alt pgewordsn, ist seins Ironie Hittor zow-
wordens “r bllokt um sich und sieht nur Verfall: dem Individuums,
d«r ¥amllie, der Institutlionen, des Steaatss, Worruption, wohin

ar blickt, Koin "under, wenn er nach Sur le Plerre Blsnche Jenen
nihilistisch hoffmungslosen Gsschlchtasriicke und vorblick ontw
wirft: Sur 1'Ile des Pingouins,l106

Anatole France not only queatieneé ereads and dosmas but also
held the chureci: responsible for wars and blogdahed.107 His wide know=
ledge of history led him to thias attltude. Moroover, an apoatle of
doubt san hardly be e diseiple of an institution whose fundemental
prineiple 1s belierf,108
Sshﬂnw(1911} thinks that Francels shkeptlioism 1is the sced and
fruit of his studies, e had examined all ths opinions of man, past
end pressnt, This led him to the view that nothing was absolutely
true, 3Scelini thabt svery man mekes his own nhilosophy, he decided to
remain only an onlooker,l09 The "Beobachter" has of course no system
of his own, He reallzed however that his skeptlcism might bs consider
ed a system, s0 he took cars not to fall a victi= of that system.
Sehén brings out this idea agaln by a metaphor:
France weisas beatlmmt, dass im prakiiseien Leben der Skeptizlasmus
in s2lnen letzton Konseguoenzen sich solbar asufheben mitaste, dass
er in Leore und Unfruchtbarkeit ausmtinden wilrde, Der Skeptizsilae
rus ist auch ¢in Systom und i1st wle jedes anders System der Speck
in der Yausefalle, 'er davon kostet, lHuft Cafghy, gefangen zu
werden, France h#lt sioh immer einon jusgang aus der Mausefalle
frel, um Welt und Hatur zu betrachten,ll

Out of this skeptieai frame of mind came France's mildness of temperas

ment and attituds of reconcillation toward everything.

Bel Prance folgt inmer das 'tout pardomner? gus dem 'tout
comprendre’, Ein Skeptiker, meint er, 1st immer versSnlich.lll

Nisoussing the subjsect of France's irony, Seh®n points out the
followlng ideas. TIn the first plaee, irony 1s elosely connected with

his way of writing; 1t gives his works s p=2culiarly personal note,
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Nur igt Cie Troniz in dop wie 1itt. (sie) Stilart neben anderen
Stilarten, B8ic 1st nich®t so grosszligig wie in don Romansn, sis
tréigt nicht _wie dort das gunze “erk, dageg:n hat sis mehr Schate
tierungen, 118
In the second place, France's novsals and stories show for the most part

only prudent or meditative irony, whersss La Vie,Liﬁtéraire conbtalna

the other two kinds as woll: tho familiar and th- vehement.ll3 In the
third place, his lrony may be personal snd bistor when dirvected ae
geinst one person, or it may be mild whon directed ageinst another,ll4
Two years later Schin wrote:
Frances ironlc ist mehr als stilform: sie 1st weltanschauungsform,
Er sieht si: hinein in alles gesehehen, 4 « Nle ironic der tat-
saehon 8plelt sine so gewviehtige rolle in sviven romanch. » e
France genlesst selne lronisirende macht., Er ist sicher, dass die
%:;Eizggflggratellung d7s lebens lhm =2ine hohs kiinstlerfreude
Skepticlam and paradox always coopervate for Anetole France, “he forme
or clears the ground and prepares the 8cil upon which inevitebly
blosgom forth his paradéxes. The prospoctlive readsr of Anastole Franco
should provide himself with a sense of humor an? mockery in order to
get the most out of his works,118
Follx Rosenborg (1904) warns us aceinst a hasty conelusion cons
cerning France's skepticlsm, It is true thet he was skeptical about
many trings, ospecially about our ability to really know anything. He
was convinced that =very unqualified amssertion or denial containsd
some error, that we ses appearances and nét absolute reslities, and
thet nature is not at all concerned about our ignorance or even stupld-
1ﬁy;11? The ecritie fathomed France's skoptielsm sll the way to the
bottom and found some really solld ground upon whilch Lt was built,
Sein Skeptizismua bestoht nicht so sehr darin, allus zu lsugnen,
wie darin, alles gu glauben, ohne etwas ftir sicher zu haltsn, Das

maent ihn duldsam gogentiber allen Erschoinungen des TLebsns und
allen Formen des Denkons und der Fmpfindungen.



5, Social wwul Polltical Viowss

Follx Vogt (1008) was the fivst of thoe Germem critles, vwhose
material has beon avallable for this presont study, to mele eoments
on Prancets sccial and politicel ldeas. T a booke-review published

by the Trankfurtor Zoltung in 19@9, he contragsts sinatole France with

Jules Lemeltre, After the Dreyfus case, these two Freneh wrlters be-
éame acmplctely antipodes, as far ms polities is concerned, Lemaltre
favored royal deaﬁotism of the strictust type, whoreas Anatole Prance
became & full-fledged soclalist and spoke at various soclalistic
gatherings in the intorest of the laboring man, 118

The excerpts from Francet!s speeches deliversd at ﬁuen@é-ﬁiraa,
a3 glven by Hormann Fernau, indicate the trand of his thinking at that
time (1910) about sooial problems, 'Th: (ermen roporter selscted the
most polnted and signilficant statements, some of which ars thesel

Meute ganz ebonso wle vor 2000 Jshpen muss man, um dle Zulunfé
voraugzusgsehen, nicht dle Unternehmungen der Méchtigen dieser Erde
betreohten, sondern die untevgeordnsten Bogtrebungen der srbeitene
den Klassen.

Ich werde Ihnen ein grosses Gehelmnis voerraten: In unseren alten
Yuropa, wenn das Volk sich nicht mehr mit der gentigenden 3anftmat
regloreon lléisst, das helsst, wenn es8 nlcht mehr ochne Murren und
Klagon dls Tngerschtigkeit, die Willkirliehkelt, die imgleichhelt
Ber Steuern Usw,., ertrigt, dann -~ mechen ihm dic Reglereondsn mit
dem Hachbar Angst, HWler haben 31e dlo Hauptursache dor Kriegaw
18rme, von donen Turopa von Zelt zu Zeit durchsittort wird,

3le wind intollilgent, Sile sind gltteklich, Wohl, seien 3ie gut,
selen Sie garecht, selen Sie edolmiitig, Vor sllen Dingen abor:
Vorschlicssen Sie Ihre Herzon der Gfte nicht., 8Sic haben grosse
Ukonomischs Problome zu 18zen. Der Belagerungszustand (diss 1st
gine Anaplelung aufl den l. Mal dieses Jahres, wo o8 in Buenose
Alres bekanntlich Hinrichtungen gab) ist ein grausamer Ausweg,
eber keins L¥sung. In Thren $t#dton, in allon StHédten des Welte
ells teucht die Frage der LUhne, der Stoucrn, der Arbeltseund
Eaplital-Konflikte aufs Und o8 wird nicht lEngeor mBiglich sein,sle
wie bishor mit der rohon Kreft zu 1¥sen,

. % ¥ :

P8 18t ein trauriges Geschlick fHr olin Volk, wenn eine Arboltsame
Nemokratie von einer finangiollen Oligarchiec verdringt wird, Iech
wiingche sufrichtig, daass in Zukunft auf der ganzen Frde die
Relchttimer einss Yolkes sufhlren mBgen, dls Relchtttmer einer
Klagsse zu sein,12
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PlatzhoffaL@Jmune (1911) diacussing Trancet!s stories which cone-
tain social 1ldess, speaks of him not only as a moclalist but also as
an snarchist, which perhaps is stretehing the point. The eritic
writes:
Cralngquebilie, Putois, Nicuet, et d'autres réelts profitables
sehiageon tellwelse sinen neaea ton &ne DL #xltanschauung des

iiehtors hat sich hier ins Sozlale tibersetzt o o « Dlesnr ArS e
tokrat des Godankons wird zum Sozlalisten und Anarehisten,lel

Hans Lond (1914) identifled Anatole Trenes wlth Zola, H«G.'w21l8, and
Bernard thaw in rospect to social viewpoint., All four are posagegsed
with & st edfast conviection in the oiflcaey of socielism, and the
French "Aristokrat des Guistcs 1st eln entschiedcner Vorktmpfer dos
Sozialismus. + " He adds that Anatole France d«finitely shows disdain
~and derlsion for the French colonial paliciaa.lgz

Imilie Schomann (1911) made a study of Anatole France's utopian

ideas oxpressed in Sur le Pierrc Blanche and L*Ilaidea Pingoulinsg,

First of ell, the eritiec calls Anatol: Prance the Protsus among ¥rench

'BtOQians.lgg Next, he is spoken of as Protous smong all Utopianmlg4

And finelly, in L'Ile des Pingouins, as it secems to Schomsnn, this
Froteus of the Utorlans turns into an anarchist.125 why does she cell
&natole Frence Proteus? Here is the answep:

HElt er s=in sozialistlaschekollektivistisches Zulunftaparadies

fir mBglich, fir wtnachenswert? Will er es ttberhaupt srnsthaft

genommon wissen? Zuniéichst schoint es, als ob wir mit "Nein®

darauf entworten mssen,le

Anatol: France bemitht sich, diese Utopie in mgliechst rosigem

Lichts 'rachilnen zu lassen, sber doch schaint es uns zw2ifelhaft,

ob er in dieser Zukunftsgesellschaft leben m¥chte, 127

The erltic,being a woman, naturslly wes interested particularly

in France's conception of Utopisn women, She found the women as dew
pleted by the Proteus of Utoplans unusually strange. They are olad in
ments clothes, and it 19 diffieult to toll them apart from men.Emilie

Schomann asserts that Anatole France was the first Utoplan to put the
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same kind oI clothes on both soxes.t2B  whe oxplains this ineonsidere
ate depilction of the future vomen thus:

Anastoln Tranoce stoht dem weiblichaen Gegehlechd in allg ueinen

schy sblehnond, schr skeptiaseh gegentiber., “r hat den Goist frith-
opyer Jehrhunderts In zlceh aufgonomicn, dor in dor "rau ein sehlime
mes, boshaftes, intrigantes, falsches “esch¥pf ssh, das den armen
Menn cudElt und betrllzt, wo es nur kaan, S0 Pindon sich nur wenige
sympatiisehe Frepucngestalten in den “erken von Anetole Frances

Aile mriston rehlron in dic ¥ategorie der Ume Borgerst und dop
Oherose, 129

Hans Hagen (1810) reports that Ana-ole France was for some time
8 Republlean. But he began to realize that the republican form oi
governm=-nt weaa only in name and not in practieo., 'Still, othsr systems
of government appearsd to him just as stupid and barbarous, Cone
sequently, without proposing any definitely different way of ruling
the people, he proceeded to ridlculs the soeial injustices of his day
and at the same time express sSympatihy for the oppressed,130 as & stu-
dent of Voltalre and of Nensn, he was well informed about tie chureh
and its practices. On sccount of his keen s-nsc of right and wrong,
he could not stand by any institution that csused people to suffer, not
even by twe churecn, ILet the critic speak on this point himself:

Vor allem gher fithrt er einen erbltterton Krieg gogen 41 Roligion.
Anotole Yrance igt von einer unglaublichen UnglHubigksit, Fr
kennt dile Religionen sohr gensu und durchschaut vollkommen ihrs
Poyehologle; perstnlich aber veregﬁrﬁ er nicht die goringste Sehne-
sueht nach mystischen Schauern.lSl Als Schtfler Voltaires spielt
er gern cin NDogme gegon das anders aus,; zoigt, wi. viel “lederw
tracht im Scnoss elner Kirche Platz hat, und wie auch die grSssten
Helllgen arme, melst schiefgeswickelte Menschenkinder waren,
1st elncr der geftthrlichsten Gegner, den der Katholiziamus in
Frankroleh hat, und gehBrt schon dadurch allein zir politischen
Linkenal'sa ’ .

Hagoa further points out that Francs's participation in the
Dreyfus case was a great surprise to some people., For him to side
with any rerty or faction was ineredible. Personal reasons wers
Scandslously advanced in ordsr to explaln the sction of one who pretend

ded to be only an innocent cynic, who now became an ordinery men and
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end o rernier eltizen. The oritle thinks that this chance wes only
temporvarys st111, France's intor:st in soelal problems never entipely

subsided, TIn 1002 weos published Questions Soeinlos, in vhien Preance

edvocatod no more eolonles and no more wars, ¥ disployed more doe-

finitely his belief in socialiom in Sur la Plerre Blonche and 4n

L!'Tle des Pinroulns,. PRoth books were also ~ubl ished in (ermeny.

FPuarth rmore, in the opinion of Mans Tagen, Anatole ¥rance waa not
6 Marxiat, ¥c was oo hesitant, too doubtful about svervthing, 0 ede
voeate rositively any systom of govornment, U= c¢hose instead to nlay
with his thourhts, to write down some snecule‘ions, to visualize some
changos in *he govermments of the future, ITn tha meantime, the gentle
Profonsor Borg-ret; mouthpicce of the author, timldly gugvrasted the
idea that colloetivism did not seom frighteoning to him, Aiy and natur-
gl lizat havo always »eoen fre~j roads, parks, and some libraries are
for common us~ hodayy why should this practice not be extanded iInto
other nocessities and riches of 11£e?133 Notwithstanding all this,
the eritic concludcs with the following asssrtion:
Als “hkeptiker hat Anatols France begonneg,und Skeptiker ist »»
geblleben, Der Soziallsmis will b e st imnmt o Zicle eve
rrichion, Trotz dlesas Gegonsatzes 1st Anatole Prance dessen
Bundesgenosse, Gogen Vorurtolle, so sakrosankt sle such seln
mBgen, sind solne "erke ein vortreffliches Hellmittel, Fernor
geblihrt ihm das Verdilenst immer wledar das Problem deyr Mensche
heit und ¥onschlichkeit untersucht zu heben., Tine L¥sung hat eor
nicht gefunden. Andrerseits hat or elch nis mit Schelnl8sungen
und seslenslniullend n MMrchen begnfigen wollen, ¥Nie hat or
Schwlerigkaitan abgeleugnet und faule Liizen wiedorholt, Mas ist
se1lizsalleh auch der tilefste Grund, woshalb wir ihn gu den Ere

weokorn und Aufriittlern sz#hlon dit»fen. Wer dis Yenschh: it am
baguemon %inschlafon hindert, dor hat schon viel roten,l

6+ Litorary works.

Not all the Gorman oritlies who published their opintons of
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snebol: Crenec touch on wery one of the siz poinbts., Bome dwell more
on his "iulbtenschouuang”, 8o on.his soclal viows, wnd others on his
gltepticism, Moo of them how ver have zzpresped tholr roachlon toward
wis works in gmorul or toward soms book or story in particular.

som. one signing with ™7 (1900) a Lricl staboment about e
.céllactiun of storles headod Ly £lio, thouyht that he sbori.s ware
his@owibml eni "o » o mit der pangen ernsthafton, “ast mBeh:te man
sagen, podentliiscien Grazle erziihit sind”. Ana%ole Frence is a masterp
of this podaatlc graes, ™Y added; and ho leads the roeder all the way
from Yomewr's timo to lapoleonts.138 Tho sams eritic published a re-

vicw {1900) also of Dor Gauklor unscrer liebon FPreu und andures, vhich

had appeered in Gormen translation. “he storl s are characterizod ase
short worka of art, counbalnlng mich charm and gracc, very machz like
the best le:xnds of Gottfrlied Eeller, They voeveal that Anatole France

sto-pod himenlf while still young in the Legondes eurea, books concern=

ing too bime immed micly following Corist, end in the philesophic works
of thc 18%h csnbury,156

Le Crime do Sylvesire Bomnard brought the author many favorable

comments Iyrom tho Gorman criticss. Dindau wrote in 1900 the following:

e » o und dor Schluss dieses srsten Thelles vom"Vorbrechen dos
Sylvostrs Bonnard" in dor That fiu-rraschis. 7s ist ein lelster-
stilcl: zavter Seelenmnlorel, das er uns sufgespart het, 137

sfter swmerizing the story and expleining the appropriatcness of

peg Stick Tolz? as title of the 7irst part, Lindeu praises its ending

thus:

Nun schliesst sich der Kreis. Nun ist die lelodic vollkommen zu
Ende gospielt, und Alles 18st sich in harmonlschem Schlusse bew
friedigend auf, wio die wihlgeformte Kuppsl sin vielgliedriges
Gebfud: nach oben beruhig nd und zusammenfassond krdnt, « » Yohl
seltea findsn wir sine. so vortrofflich dem architektonischen Bew-
dtirfnles gonligonde Erzﬁglung. Man kidnnte an ihr férmlich wohl~
thuende Regeln ablesen, 58

After thls, the critic declares that France's other works, such as
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Ftul de Naere, Thafs, Clio, are "kulturhistorisc:ean Sittonbllder’ of

értistic boguty  end testify to'his being o master of .reai art.tov
His siuirt-stories are called gleaning pvavis thati reflset the author's
skill in understanding poople and In cdepicting characters. o parea-
phrase Lindaul's languags is to 1lose many fine iwplications: so it is
better to guote him agalns:

Einire dissser kleinen Perlen ersencluen miv alle Francelgehoen
Bilgenschaften glinzond zu offsanbarsn, soine sichere Teelmik, die
die Frolnben' so trefilieci: <infesst, seino lossehonkonntniss und
Narstellungskunst und s=zine Pihigkeit, den rasultirenden Stimmngs-
werth des nlstorischen Milieus gart und eindriunglich fMMlbar zu
machen. Wie in Kollers Sinangedicht eine abanteuerlische S9egew
schichte den Mauen deg Cinguecsuto so Mberzqugond grossartis her-
vorbrinat, man welss nicht woher und wie, der Charakter ist da -
30 trifft auch france den Pon der Zeit wmit aussevordsntlichom
Tasctgofithl, Wenn man ihn gese meckt hat,mag mon manche andereo
Kost nieht wioder beriluren wollen. = Lr verwlhnt uig.

And the Nooes corinthiénnes gave off the odor of anelent incensoe to

this appreciative critlec. “he poet handles his subject so skillfully
that 1t seems as 1f he himself hed lived in antiquity, Although the

same thems 1s handl d that Gosthe uee&fﬁraut von Xoriatia, the finished

product is diiferent, QGoetne!s poem 18 like Hambrandt’s painting:
grandios~, pororfal, massive, in a dlm Clickoring light; Pranco's
poem, on the oithzr hand, gives the Impression that thn roador 1s take
Ing a welk along flowery, sunlit patis under the blue sky of sunny
Greeco, The melodious hronch alexandrian verse 19 magteoriuily used by
ths Latinlst,141

Som: one vmst have desecribed Le Crime de Sylvestre Bennard as

e

8 fin de si%ele novel, for A. Brunnemenn wrote in 1901 the Ffollowing:

Ls Crime de Sylvestre Bonnard ist keln Bueh "fin de silcloe”,
sondern eln gosundes Puch, aus dem una der frisc%e Morgsnwind
elnea sufsisigend n Jahrhunderts entgegonwehtses

Brunnemann evidsntly liked this novel very mach, oth:orwise he would
not have writtsn sueh pralse as this:

Le Crime de Sylvestre Bonnard kénnte durchaus gormenischen




48

Ursprunzs seln, so durehiggti@t ist =8 won harmonischer; ge~
sunder Lebeonsauffagsungs :

Wax Brandonburg (1909), in a review of a school edition of Le

criﬁe de Sylvestre Bonnard, called thls novel psychologieal, Ho also

reported that this book introduced Anatole France to th» ruading publle

in Gormany, 144

Lo Lys rouge 1is spoken of by Rrunnemann a&s the most colorful of

French “"romens passionels", through whieh Anatolo France became widely
known in Germany. The oritle explaing that the sharp irony and open
setire ere not very comprohensible to the average German reader of

French novsls,146 ¥loesserts (1904) opinion of Le Lys rougs 1s no

'doubt the most'scholarly and Informative; it dessrves to be quotods

Sein Meisterwerk "ILo Lvs rouge" ist der Romen moderner S:elen,
-einsamer Menschen, e sich suchen und nicht finden kWnnen, eine
melancholische Illustration der Zusammenhengsloslgkeit moderner
Gelster, die heute nieht sind, waz sle gestern waren, und die
vergebens ihr eigenes Ich suchen, Anatole France hat kelne mys-
tischen, keine religiBsen Hilfsmittel in Bereltschaft wie andere
Hellsbringer der ILiteratur. S-in Werk ondet in einer melanchol-
ischen Bostdtigung der mensctliechsn UnzulBnglichkeit, in der stille-
en Resignation einecs reifen ILebenaverstandes,l46

Le ILivre de mon smi, end Plerre Nozldre are called by Brunne-

mann Fkloinen k8stlichen Idyllen®, which are based on the Joys and
sorrows of the everyday=life of childhood, 147 Platzhoff-Lejoune (1912)
admired them »ven more, as the following description revesls:

Diese Kindhsiltserinn.rungen gehlren gu den wertvollsten Schittzen
der franz@isischen Literatur und aller Iitersturen . + + Sie sind
von einer unmittelbarsn Frisch:s, einer “shrhelt und Felnhelt, die
ihresgleichen sucht » « « Hier liegt seine eigentliche Virtuosie
t&t, und sis ist die Frucht felnster Bildung, vOllligoer Reife und
ernster Arbeit,l48

M, Bergeret & Paris appeered in France in 1901. The same year

the Litergrische Centralblatt carried s brief review of 1t. The re-

viewer found it to contaln more historicel meaning than the preceding

two volumes of the Histoire Contemporaine., It was saild thet the read~

er of it would derive some informmtion about the Dreyfus affair and-
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would admire its suthor without nerhaps agreelng with hils viewpolnts,
Although Y. Bergueret talks asomewhat too much and seems at times pathe«
tio, the book was considered an execellent sketeh of contemporary
11fe,149

ciuard Engel (1905) was less favorably impressed with 1t. He
thouzht 1t was neither a novel nor a work of art. Yore are his exsect
words:
$-1in Toman YHerr Bergeret in Parls" ist kein Romen, ist auch
keine ErzEhlung « « « 8 gibt kein Kunstwerk, das in argffhlender
Form keine Erzuhlun§ 18%, wenigstens kein reinss Kunstwerk mit
Aussicht suf Dausr, 50

Hans Hagen (1910),on the other hand, thought that the four volumes of

L'fiatoire Contsmporainet L'Orme du Mail, Le Manneguin d'Osiexr,

L'Annecau d'améthyste, end M, Bergeret 2 Paris were very skiliful,

traglo-conical depictions of the strugele between fanaticlsm and
"Dummhelit" on the one side and down~-trodden truth on the other side
during the Dreyfus case.l5l Schtn (1913) however found fault with the
®mposition of all four volumes of this work. He sald that they are
not only loosely composed but not composed at alls Both the charact-
ers and situations are sketeched with a thin brush: the characters lack
sotion and the situstions have no unity., Architecturally viewed, they
appoar without form, proportion, or perspective., Schin concludss thate
"vine t'zeitgconossische geschichte! hat France nicht geogeben, wonn or
es auch glauben mag" ,+52

Crainguebills did not szem important enough %o attract much
attention in Goermany. Throce years after i1ts appearance, only one
brief notice of it‘waa published by Folix Pappénberg (1994}.155 It
was called a " Jtagcuse” play, written in the interest of humanity and
against the lettsr of the lsw which often proves deadly to innocent

people, It was s0 worded however that not a single harsh word ls
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uttered agalnst the government. The helplessnoss of a plaln citizen
before the austors written law is well and econvineingly depicted.154
gomparing it with similar works of other French writers, Poppenberg

wrotes

Was Briecux in der "Roten Roho" bombastisch mit Effektfeuerwerk

ans Lampenlicht bringt, was Courteline in seinen Buresukratice
Satiren (pereat wundus fiat justitia) in dio Stichflamme seines
beissendwn lronischen Wibtzes selzk, die Klippen und Fussangeln
der Justiz, davon spricht Anatole France mit sinor melancholischen
Ruhe und Hinfachhelt, wie von etwas Selbstveratiindlichem, und
gerade dadurch wirkt er am elndringlichsten,155

Tha¥z (1890) 15 conslderec by Wlessser (1904) as a novel of antie
quity, The oritic points out how elusely the profane end the holy are
related in this atbry, and how opposites may become equals: the saint
turns sinner and the hussy becomes a saint. The whole novel is a
pioture of the struggle between paganlswm and ﬁhriatianity¢156 Hof-
mller (1909) found in this smoothly narrated story a great deal of
‘psychology end depth of thought benenth 1ts surface of apparcnt supers
ficiality.157 His throe pointed questions regarding the woman Thafls
show the posailbilit}es in a deeper study of this novel.

Klingt sie nicht etwas senr modern, dlese Argumentation der
vellehenMugigon Jiindorin? Ist die blonde Thails nicht ein wenlig
verwandt mit der Kameliendame? Hat Anatole Franee nilcht eigente
lich cines doy Hltesten Themen der frangBalach:on Literatur asuf
seine elegante Welse varilert, das Thems von der gerctteten
Courtisane?

Five German critics have expressed thelr ideas sbout Sur la
Pisrre Blanches L. Hetvany (1005), Josef Hofmiller (1910}, Fmllie

Schomann (1911), Hugo ®ieck (1917), and “rnst Heilborn (1911), Their

statements are sketchy but sufficlent to indicate the general opinion
of the book, especially since all five concur in their views. It 4s
”keine‘Erzghlung und kein philosophisches Werk; es will wedor ihter~
essieren noch otwas beweisen" 1s the paasing obaervation of Iudwig

Hatvany;159 Plato's Dislogues are the key to this book.160 Tt 1s &

[Tt st ity
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solleetion of pointed convorsations and stories put ewhwerdly to-
gether, without purceptible "zusammenhang®.16l %silborn believes that
1t is perhaps the most witty pleco of all Vrance's worksy the same
kind of wit that Bernard Shaw provides.l%? But, Hellborn contends:

Fin “oman ist Anatole Frances "Auf d'm weissen Folaen" nicht zu
nennen, '3 w=rden CGesprécho gefithrt, es worden gelegentlich Ere
z8hlungen, wi« dis von Gallio, vorgolescn. Rugserlich klefft
alles auselnander, Innerlich aber glbt sich die klavste, donkbar
schlichtasteo Komposition,163

Hofmiller sew ressmblences betweon Sur La Pizrrs Blanche and L'Ile

dsa Pihgouina: the author plays with utoplan dreems in both of them,

This difference may be noted: in the first story, whors the utorian
idess are relatively optimistie; In the sccond, where they become
enarchistic and barbarous, 7The critic candidly admits thet the Utop-
ian storics of Duollamy and of H.G,9%211ls, with thelr doscriptions of
pr;mitiva conditions of mankind, are more intereating to him than the
Americanized soclety of Anatole France.184 And Binilte Schomann de-
elares that the world is not in any way benefitsd by Frange's calling
our attention to the problemsg of mankind., We are not particularly
satisfied with the disconneeted eplgrsms, It is not a story, nor a
philosophic work; it "will weder“interessieren, noch etwas bewels-
en.nlﬁﬁ The opinion of Hugo Biek 1s even more adverse, It is thias
Was Anatole France dancben an Bemerkungen ber Rassen, Politik,
Christentum, Planetonantwicklung, Napoleon, Arbeitsformen, und.
noch 1001 anderen Fragonm gibt, meg man als anregonds Causerie an
sich vortivergleiten lassent Wir schweren Deutsehen haben dabel
nir zu oft das Geftthl, das uns auch bsl den ernsteaten romanischen
Sehriftstellern selbsn verl#iast: das sii gur bis zu einem gewisse
en Grade sachlich ernst zu nehmen sind,+®

Observations of German eritics about L'lIle des Pingouins are,

strange to say, very meager, Onc critie {(1912) said that 1t 1s nothing
mors than a history of Frence in a mystiftocd form,187 Tts chief aim

18 to satirizs the political structurs of the Third Republic of that
time,168 als0 Vogt (1911) thought threc years later that Anatole
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France was in no other of his works as bold as in L'T1o des Pincoulns

end that novhere ~lsc did he satirige Fprsneh history so bragenly, 169

Le dJardin d'Uplcure is regerded by Platshofr-Lejsune {1912) as

the most finished ("vollkormenste") book of Anetole France, In it the
writer attained harmony bstween form and content that is not shown by

his precodlng or followling warka,l?o Le dardin d'Wpicure, as well as

Lo Crime d: Syivestre Bonnard, Thals, Ie Lys rouge, and Le Livre ds

mon ami, mark the high spots of his litsrary labos, 171
¥ofmiller {18207) found Ta RBtisseric de la *oine Pédaucue =

chafming story, fllled with adventur.s characteristic of the 18th
eentury stories....The handliing of it suggoested that of "umas n&re, of
Wérimés, or of Balzac.l’% Commenting on France's works in goneral,
Hofmiller quotes Paul Wiegler who says:,
"Man f£imlt bel Anatole Franeée den Pinfluss Voltalires, und seine
"erks splegaln abwechaslnd dis wiirzige Kvaft von Rebslelas wisder
und das welehe Kopfltissen Montalgnes, das flammonde Mitleid von

Dickens, und_ein- Ironle, die mit Storn- lHcholt und bitter ist
wis Swift," 173

Hofmiller meincalns further that they prosupposs an immense smount of
eulture on the part of the author, To understand them, the reader is
expected also to possoss some of it. The cultures of the Greeka end
Romans, of the Middls Ages and of the “enmlssance, heathen and Christ-
lan, &8s well as the sixtesnth and the eighteenth genturies, arc diffis-
ed in'?fanoe'u,works, F;naily, we rsad these words:

%Qn kenn nicat bestreiten, dass sle bodenstindlg sindj asber fhre

Radenstgnﬂ;gkeit ist durch sinen chemiachen Prozess hindureh gow

gengen, 1in dem Schitrfe %92 Wirge pesteigert worden sind, sber

dis Blume golitten hat,

In a long study of La Vie Littéreire, Schdn (1911) mekes

several thoushtful observations on this Journslistic work. They may
be summerizod briefly as follows: The s<ries of articles 1s filled with

Pletures of various cultures, ancient and modern, as well as with
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glirpses into many bellofs and thlﬁ&@phi@ﬁalvs Lack of orgsanization
of the meteriol is du: %o tha.fae% that the articlos had to e woady
at en appointed tiwme,17® Although 1t is in the fenillloton form, the
guthor's atyle makes 1%t more than'afcéllection of dally articles, be-
seuse here ", , » ist ssin Plavdorn immer anmtil, vertreulich, nle
banal, nilcttig, wHess rig", dome of the artlelos contailn a great deal
of taste and informetion.l?7 Hofmiller $1907) teraalf wrote thus:

s » » und hatte in den vior Rindeom soiner Vic littdralire manche

Direet eritlclsm of Les Dicux ont solf (1912) is scanty during

this period, A& year after ity publication, the Zoitschrift fitr Ptch-

erfrsunde carried a brief unsiined review in vhieh no sttempt was
mede t0 cveluate or appralse the book.1lT® This same year, “llhslnm
Stahl commented on 1t ms follows:

Das relzvelle Prohliom, den hior vorllegenden Prozess mentaler und
sittlicher Entartung durch alls Stadiosn hindurch zu verfolgen, hat
Anatole Prance mit der sanzen ihm cigenen Hraft seellischer Tine
ftthiung gol¥st, In dey Beurtellung der Revolutlion selbst steht

or gls ironischer “oltbetrachter fiber den Parteieni andersclits

ist diec “ehrung der Gsschichtlichen Treus bé% 81n@m g0 alcheren
Kenner der Vergangenhelt selbstvorstiéndlich. 8 ‘

La P8volto des Anges was published in 1014, on the oceasion of

the suthor's 70th birthday. I have found only onc aerticle, cated be-
fore the outbresk of the Croat War, which contains some opinlon sbout
the novel. It wes regardsd by Csrl Lekm as a "Zoltdokument Roman" of
Balzee'a scope, replete with irony, skepticism, and objections to
dogmatism. Tahm also remarked very briefly about Jeanne d'Arc and
68ll=d it "das vollendetste, seelisch verstiindnisvollste Bueh®, His
stetement about France's works as a whole was that spart from Crain-
quebille and short-storiss, which arc in themsslves deeply humen and

of fine humor, the latter books ar: of hirh intellectual pretension, 16k
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Platzhoff=-Lcjeunc, spealting ebout the shorter stories of Anaiole France
wrote in 1912 that:
In don kleinsm Geschichbten von Franee stecut oft wenr Philosophle
els in s«inen grossen Homensn s » s Nebon den historischen tritt
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T7, PROM 1914 TO FRANCE'S DEATH IN 1924,

1, Anatole Fyence the Ven.

As fay es it is possible to ascertain, only two articles wore
published by the Gorman e¢rities in 1914 after tho breéking out of the
Grnéﬁ #ars One of them, by Josef Froberg v, was published In October
by Dis Blicherwelt; the other, by Wilholm Hausensteln, a historien of
aantemparary }iterature, in November by Das Yorum. Roth studies are
alréady tin:=zd with war attitudéo

” Speeking of the fact that Anetole Franee had celebrated his
70th birthdey that year and that a number of extravegant (™bepe
aehﬁﬁnglicher") aﬁticles had aphoored in porlodicals and nowspapers,
praiﬂing him.as the groateat ﬁritar af his tine, Proberger states that
his works vero spreading also in Germany., The critic writos:

’In Douteohland haben seine Sghriften eine grosse

-Verbreltung gefunden, oine Anzahl ssiner Werks wurden ins

Deutsche fhersetzt, und namhafte Litserarvhistoriker haben ihn,

- gogar suf Kogton dor Horissn bedoutanden Dichter Frankreichs,

um die Wette gepriesenst ‘
Next, Froberger mentions the faet that R,M. Heyer, s prominent Germen
;enolar,z in his book Die Weltlitoratur im zwanzicsten Jehrhundert
{1913) hed praised Anetole France very highly and hed writtan‘his name
at the hesd of a list of three writers to whom the book was dedicated,
Bowover, in Frobergorts opinion, Francets good fortune in Goermsny was
due to a certaln literary cirels which influenced the public taste for
domestic end foreign writeré. Horo are hils own words:

Dar Literatenring, der in Deutschland die Bffentliche Melnung

s0 stark beeinflusst, der Ring, der Gerhart Hauptmann zum geist-
igen Ftthror NDoutschlands stompelt mdchte, , , « dleser michtige
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und exklusive 7ing, hat aucii den frangBsischsn Tighter zum
groasen "idatop® ab?oatwmp 1t, und wer silch dacegsn sufzulchn-
en wagt, hat seinen litorarisenen Namen verwlzkib,w

Froberg: r noext aaserts that in order to spnralse Anatole Franece
correctly 1% 1s nccrosary to dlstinguish in'him the atvylist from the
philozorher, or %o consider his "Formkunst" apsrt from his views on
1ifes o point of contcnsion of tho eritic is ra'her delicate and
therefore his own words should agein be guoted.

Will man anabtolec France rlchitig wirdigen, so gilt os bei 1bhm
dem s tillsten vom Lebensphilosophoen
strong zu scheiden, es gilt selne Lebeassaslcht von geiner Forme
kunst gotrennt zu betrachten und dareuf hinzuwelsen, dass fHr
dsn Dichter und soing gahlreichen Vereiuroeory gerade seins sigen-
ttimiiche Lebonsansleht dis Hauptsachs 1st, Und seinc Grundsitze
lichun aulfassungen ber das Zlel des Lebens uad -dis Destirmung
dos Wonschen, Hbsr Rolisfon und Kirche stehon in sehlirfstem
Gegensatz zum Christontum, or ist eln H e 1 4 e, ein bewusster .
und hartntiekl;or Helde, das Christentum wird von ihm aei Jeder
Gelegenhoelt mit oinem Iingrimmlzen Hass bekHmpt » » »

On the vhole, Hausengitoin's opinion eof Anatole Franco is less
adverae than that of I'roberger, Hauswmstelin abstains from finding
fault and points out France's inborn Pronch characteristies. For him,
Anatol=s Prance was aa historiesl mind and th- last sprout of the an-
elents, He even thinks that Frans. was Pargkonservativ®. As a human=-
1st, he was closely 1d:ntified wlth the Latin culture, or tho French,
which 1s more or less the same thinz, In him:

v » o« dor lateliniscie Gelst sich zum lsetzton Raffinoment sgitz—
te, Frankrelich durchschanwt wie kein sweliter selt Voltaire.

Anatole France was so muach Prench thet he would som: day bhuoome
Cheuvinistic; he was too human to act otherwise. ‘This prediction of
Heusenstein proved tﬁ&% fagt, as we shall sce furthser on., Notwithe
standing all this, the oritic thinks thats
Angtole France hat sein Prankreich mindestons drei-al auf dem
Altar seiner so franzUsischon Geslnnung und seines so franzlae
ischen Stils goopfert: in "der Insel der Pinguine™, in dem Re.

volutionsromen "Dile GBtter diraten” und in dgm » » » unerhlirt-
en Romanblasphem "Die Revolution der Bngel,"
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The follewing ycar, 1915, one German c-itle makes 1lndirect com=-

ments aboutlﬁnatble France the man, In an open letter, Fritz HMauthe
ner, well-known author and philosophar, while rebuking Anatole France

for having published Sur la Voic pivci use in which the Germans are

eelled barbarians, addressns the French writer as a very lesrned man
with a knowledge of Greok, Latin, and German, Weuthner also reminds
Angtole France of the fact that the Germans had regarded him until
thén as froedom=loving, incorruptible among the living Freach writors,
and a8 the true and worthy helr of Voltalre, who was in his time the
real leader of the intellectuals in “urepe, But alas, the feeling

hes chenged bLecause:

Man ergzinlt mir, S51s selen in den ersten ‘‘ochen des Krieges
ein Gognor der rasch sufgestachelten Hetzerel gewesen, man
hebe Sie dosheldb bedroht; dor Tod Thres (esinnungagonossen
Jaurds sel Ihnen in Aussicht gostellt werdsn, Nun, niemand
13t verpflicitet eln Mirtyrer zu wordenj such Thre prHohtigen
Vorbilder haben bol aller geistigen Tapforkelt keine Nelgung
gur Blutzougenschaft gezelgt, weder Yontalgne, noch Plerre
Bayle, noch Voltelre, Diese beredten Minner schwiegen, wo das
Reden lebensgeflihrlich war; aush Sie, moin Dichter des "Auf-
stands dor Zngel', hitten ja schweilgen klnnon,

In June, 1916, a certaln HErnst Goth nublished in a newspeper,
Poster Lloyd (Budapcst), a roview of Sur ls Vois glorieuse, In this
book-revisw, Goth repeats Hauthner's worda, saying: "Anatole France
hitte sehweigen ktUanen", He dadds however that France was perhaps
eompelled to speak. Goth spoke of ths fact that for many years Anatols
Franece was considsred an example of fine wisdom and a mild énd illus«
trious wiseeman, who always hed shown a vational attitude towerd in-
ternational problems, ospecially towerd Germany, for:

» » s Anatole France kennt Dsutschland. Selt Jahraehnten
fenden sich dic besten NDeutschon, die Paris besuchten, suf
8einen allwSchentlichen Empfingen ein , ¢ o in seiner Biblio-
thek steht Goethe, Lessing, Kant, neben Mommsen, Ranke und
Gregorovius. Deor Iistoriker, der Altertumsforscher Franas

nementlich weiss geneu, wie viel ¢ deutschem Golat, deutscher
Gelehrtenerbolt verdankt,
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The eritic auncluded that. the aame of Anatoly Franee will noever be
spoken hencefortn with the samo foeling of respoet as 1t had besen

vefors the publication of Sur la Vole glorisusc. "Bgtte or doch

1iabar‘gascnwiegen£"8' As Par as T g ohlo to determine, this ia all
thet there was writton sbout Anatole France in 1916, For the follow-
ing yeers, 1917-1920, I have found no articles dealing with Anatole
France the man,

In an anonymous article appaarihg in the Allgomeine Zeltung,

Wey 23, 1920, Anatole Francc is spoken of as a lonosome men and a
descond=nt of great Fronch writers. 7his unknown writer added that:
s # » er 18t kein Zola, und auch kein Geleohrter vom Schlage
Flaubsrts, dom Typ srstaunlichsten Mosalkarbeltertums, aber
ein durchweg loglscher Gelst und Mensch genug, um sein Verk

nicht ledizlich in Ironie su ertrinkon . « »

Quoting Dor Vorwlirts, ¥ilhelm Herzog (1921) used as a starting-

point for his erticl- thls pleec of news: "Anatole Franece 1st den
Kommuisten beigetreton, Dichter sind sonderbare Loutel"™ Hersog

agreed with Der Vorwlrts and clucldated the idea thaﬁ poets were

‘strance psople and that Anatole Tranc2, the groatsst writer of France,
1ts cleersst-thinking head and the most skeptical mind, wes indsced the
guesrest writer in the world.l0
In 1922; some one writing briefly on "Anatole France Im Kreise

ssiner Freunde" romarked casually that ths popularity of Anatole
Francs wes peculisr in the way 1t convineod different groups of people
of his being popular; or, as the critlic put 1t:

i ¢ « le Popularitlit Anstole Frances hat dls Tigenttimlichkelt,

dass sie eine naeh Ubsrzeugung buntgemischte Geaellschaft here
beilockt,1l

In the early pert of 1924, Willy Haas published a short artiele
on Anatole France the world citizen,l2 Haas f-lt very Impressed with

the significance of tho name "Frenee", No other writer ever was 30
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appropristely named as this ¥rench wrltor who wes originally called
Thibeult, H:r: ls the roasont

Nenn or ist Frankreichy or lst das franzsische Volk, der

franz8sische foist, dle ganze franzdslsche Galstesgeschlchte,

von Proissard ffber TUrantdme, Faboluls, Tontalgne, Racine,

Rossuet, Voltalre, Fenan bils zu dem allerleztem dernloer ori

dos "Neoklassizismus"., Tn ihm ist dio somnige, schliclite An-

mit des Wirtenmédohens von Domromy und d-8 Bischofs Féndlon

(sie),von Cambral und der komplizisrte psychologlesche Trick

Meupassents und Bourgets, Die bHurische Verachlagenhelt des

Galli~rs Vercinsetorix und dic¢ weltmEnnischo AllUre ssines

Besiegers Cassar,id
The 11st of whet Anatole France embodied is even longer. Heas saw in
nim slso tho poetic strains of the Pléiads, the rhetoric of the grend-
selgneur-posts, the childlike bellef in the Tirzin Mary that posscassed
the Pronch crusaders, and the Tnoyclopedists' dlslike for disecinline.
Yes, even the vegotable vé%ger.éf the stroets of Faris end the book
merehantféf tho Qual Vultaire were lurking in himj and :

e e« in seiaen Bichorn ist alles, alles, was Frankrelch Je
. hervorgebracht hat, mit allen Wurzeln und mit allen Bliten, 14

Hermsnn Wondol also wrote that "Er i1at Frankreieh, er hulsat Je
Frenkreieh", But neither the German nor the Slavic world had mmch
meaning for him, since he knew very little about the literatures of
the éermana and of the Slavs, Althoush Anatole France 18 sald to
have b =n moved by the play "Hamlet", the first part of "Faust" was
for him full of mist. But, on the other hand, his knowledge of antle
quity was cnormous. He read Homer, Virgil, and Horace as easlly as
tﬁ@ pfiest roads his prayar-beok.la

Fritz Schotthiifer, calling attention to Anatole France's 80th
birthdey on April 16, 1924, declared that the day would not pass with-
out the wholc world's taking notice of this elghty-year-old French
writer, The Germans also should not fargeﬁ him, for he was one of
those men who eannot be hafed, The eritie poilnted out further that

Anstole France scemed to be one of the 18th eentury spirits, wandor.



G4
ing tarough our times. Iavin: undorstood almost svervthing, h: ro-
sembled & lesniont jodge and‘in some ways rocalled the patrisrchal air
of Voltaire,l6

Un taat game day, Yax Konzelmauu »iblisied coven more rovealing
observations bf the grand old man., Yis deseription of him is as
follows:

Als Anetole l'rance an der Renanfeler den Trocederosasl betrat,

gross, gltig, wolss, gobttviterlich, da morkts ss dle vieltau-

sendkpflge Menge, dass nicht nur oln grosser Prangose vor ihp

atand sondern aueh ein prosser WeltbHrgor,i7?
Konzelmann also indleated that the charm of Prancets mind and of his
speech influsnced various partlss and factions o rogard him as the
mester of the Freneh language. #Hverything he said sounded clear,
belanced and simple, llke the classle 1literaturs wihlch ho @ ably imle
tated, Like the leading charsoters in his works, Anastoles France was
a temcher of wisdom, e broams & "bon maltre” not only on aceount of
his art and wide knowlsige but also bueauss of his desp thinking end
viewvoints, TLackin: ths sonsgse of syﬂtamatia grrangemsnt, Anatole
France did not take the troubls to appear what he was nots Ho doubt
the originel statement of the eritiec will bring out this point more
elearly:

Nie systomatlsche Veranlagung fehlte ihm. Sonst erachien er

80, wle er wirklich wars der weilsesto unter dosn Moralisten,

eins A?t wundqrbafgr‘vareinigung von ?pikur und heilligem

Frang von Asslsai,
Anatole France with mildness and understanding dlsdeined mon, His aim
vas to teach them that nothing was sa useful to entertsin in one's
heart as sympathy, With this virtue hd liberally ondowed the Abbé
Jérbdme Colsnard,l?

. Just as the worldly librarian of the B&shop,at 38ez, 3o the
librarien Anatole France visited all the remote places of history,

exemining all kinds of humen problems, and brouvght béck with him for



65
the meodoern world o gyeat deal of knovwle'pge and informetion. The out-
come of 1T is:e

e st fast otwas wle eine Verklrperung franzlsisceren es=ns

geworden, in dossen Paorson sich alle in Gruppen zersplltbore

ten Frangoscn fiaden und ihrer “ervondachaft bovmsst werden

kWnnen, In seinem Hause an der Villa Sald verkechren Anarehiste

en und Prilaton, Royalistson und Tommainlston, 20

The femous llterary historlan Tupo Biebor slso axpressed some
compliments on the occasion of Anatole Franes's 80th hirthdey. Among
other things, he vrote thabt the Fronch wrltsy was a worthy successop
to Montalpne and Yoltairs, that he war a studont and a litorary dige
ociple of Renam, and that he contributed a proat deal to the furthering
of the French ‘raditlions, makling them ‘mpropcan. Anatole France ine
herited from Yonbaigne the glft of permeating ldeas with 11f: and from
Voltaire th: unshakable d-termination to £ight mgalnst 111lusions. 21
‘On Way 18, 1924, Otto Friedl#ndsr published in tho YorwHrts,

one of Bazrlin's important dslilies,; an account of his visit %o Anatole
Francs, Tho description of the aged writer 18 vivid, psrsonal, and
apt, It seoms better to quote it in the eoriginal,

Nahe dor Tir sitzt Anetole France, Scharfen und felngesehnlte

tonen wollken Zlgen entachllisst ein welsser Rart, WUher den

schwarzen klugen und klaren Augsn wSlbt sich dle hohe Stirn

uwm di: ein leueibitend rot-s Scldentuch masleriseh peschlungen

ist, Patriarch und Jakobiner) Teltweise und spottisch 1at

France im fltern noch Jugnd,; dic esus Hillen von ﬁgeﬁt und
in ihrem herrlichsten Reeht: dor ewlgen RmpSrung, s

2, The Writer and Critie.

In the opinion of Froberger (1914}, Anatols France was a writer
for vhom the detalls of man's cveryday living had great importance;
and it was thess detalla that claimed hig attention while he was writ-
ing novels, Tho result was that he eoﬁlﬁ not composs & novel of unie

fled agtion or of mast-rful charscter devslopment,1€ The point in
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question seems lamortant enouwshr te have the evitie’s xwact words on
1%:

Ne “inzalheiton des Venschenlebons in selnen unbedeutondaton
Hegungen haben fdr ihn grosse Hoedeoutungy diese Rinzolhoiten
2ind cg, die in secinen Serviftcn Tavbe orhalten, in dleson
7inzelhelbdon goht selne gange Sochriftstelleroi auf, Grosse
Uebersichten und Zosamtbilder sagen ihn nfert zu, das Deteil
ist inhwm lieber als daes Ganze, 2ine gsleg-ntlieche Recbachtung
mehr als cln grosses Syatoms Darum hat ~» ale olnen Roman
gesehricben, in dem eine sipheltiiehs Handlung oder eine Char-
sktorantwicklung gozclehnat wird, die grossen Leildensachaften
mit ihrzn Stifrmen und tragisenen Wirkungen stossen ihn ab, er
bledbt stets ein ruhiger Zuschaucr, d2p abser im prissten Nrane
nur oinzelne Vorglnge fosth#lt, die ihm Tellnahme einfl¥ssen,
fiUr den Stimmngon wichtigsr sind als CGeschehniase .25

It is tc be noted thet Proberger wrote his article on Anatolc France

in 1914, the yoar in which La Révolte dos Anges was published. Bas-
ing his jJudgment uvon this novel, the oritlc azagerted that the whole
caresr of Anatole Prance as & writsr wae en'the decline and that
"Sein letztes Buch iat fir ihn zum Grabstein gevorden®, This the
eritic rogretted booausco Anstole Prance did nossess a great talent
end brgause: "Als S t 1 1k ftnatloer ateht er mit seinen
besseren Werken in dor gansen Weltllteratur der Gegenwart suf oiner
fiberragenden Hhe dor Nelstorschaft,"@% ¥roherger pointed out furth-
er that as e stylist Anatole France had attalned e high degree of per-
fection in the wav of hermonious rnrose-writing, becauss:

Er sehrolibt gewShnlich nur in kurzen 8#tzen, aber er legh

Jedes Wort nach seinem Klanrwerte auf die feinste Wagsehale,

or wolss die verschieddnen Kllinge berechnet ansinandersu-

rolhen und in gesonichtesten Modulationen aufe und niederw

sehweben zu lassen, Deor Ausklang menc ey SHtge 1st bald das

lansgezogons Yerhauchen siner Melodiz, bald des lelss Austine

en elner gilbernen Glocke, bald ein kurzes, metallenes Auf-

Aohlagon,“
Even the simplest and moss unimnoP¥snl wordas are ofton so uased as to
pr@duoé & very ﬁuﬁidal effoect, France's harmoniocus style is not only
the outward arrangement of words but slso the oxpreasion of the inner

8tate of a soul. This is characteristic of true art.26
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Jogof Hofmlllor {191bH) roworked hio ardlcle whilch vas orlginel-

1y puvlished by the Allgomoine Zeituag in 1910 and had 1t woappeoar

after the Lroakiing out of the Grewut war in sddoutsolic onatshefto, 27

Hofmilloxto criticlom ragafding Awtol Trancel!s way of wriling became
even mor: adverge than it was' five voars bofore, Mow he ralaed the
guestion vueltnor Anatole Prance hed not beou oveor-ratol for yoars.
ind hore areo the roasons:.

Der Nure-Ircniker ist im Grusnde irmer ein weniy hinkend, ~in

wenlg schwindsllc: tig, oln wonig Hastrat, Nle wahrhaft grosse

en Gelstur sind nicht so gorn lromlseh, so sinscltig ironisch,

80 nlchts als ironlisch.?8

A fow years after the war, Arthur Mbscher (1921) raised another

questlion, namely: What do we really admire in Pranee?s works? ™is ane
swer was as follows:

Sind c¢s nicht in Jed'm selner PHcher dlose vilelen kleinen

Ueberraschungen, Liebenawlrdighclten und Noshelten, golste

relehen Bomorkungen, Mitz:, Pleudorelen, sbachweifingen,

alle di . se erzihlorischon 'eize, di= das Lobsn noch nilohd

relzlos orgceheinon lassen, solange Jedes Jahy ein neuer

Prance erscnelnt? Und vernmisosm wir nicht andorseits in

jedem seiner Bfichor, was man von grosser cplsehor Nichtung

erwarton sollte: Straffhelt der Komposition, klare Linie

im sufbeu, und mehr: cine gewlsse innare Hotwendigkelt der

Gestaeltung? Sind soine XKapitel nieit nur lose und sorglios

aneindergereiht?  Scine Romane nicht Uboerhaupt nur Vorw

wHnde? Ist das alles nleht (in einem schr hohen Sinne)

Atoratur? o« « 8 2

tngen Kohlor wrote in 1918 a feow romerks on the ageing of Ane-

tole France, In the opinion of this eritic, Anatole Frange was
destined to Le always more or less Parnesslan., At times however 1t
Seomed that a lyriesl note was lurking in himg but no iangar souls
trecos of it be detected. with the oxception of fome fine observa-
tions and desoriptions, he could no longer give anything really sube
stential, #is own people, especially the youn: litorati, felt that
France had bocome s man of the paszt,30

The same yoar, Kurt Pinthus, famous literary hiatorian, while
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peviewing Francets "Womodlantengoschich:be” wnd "sor Aufrubhr dor fngol®

stated that some of tho youngor oritics found France's works tedlous
to read. ot so for Pinthua: “Ieh kann das nicht finden; nicht ompe-
finden”, Lithough a "ralscmacur? epuccrs in almost overy one of
Francels novaels, Pinthus found him an enticing, eoxpericnecd, and
thought~provoling porsunage whe sheres wlih the ropder his fine wise
don end wide Imovliedge. Somebimes he mey Le an odd individual, or a
popular, cultivated feol, Imut alwuays o superior man, o philosophors
some one like inatole Prancos L ﬂ

Priedrich Oppelné@raﬁikewski, the able end important eritic and
trenslator of Trench books into’Gérman, who was more responsible for
makiy anstole France kmowm in Germany than any other single indivie
duel, contcnded in an artiele nemed "Anatole France als Plagiator”

(Ple Literatur, 1923) that Anatole Franece was positiv-ly a plaglarist,

As such, the eritie put hlm into & cless of famous writers: lHabelals,
Molidre, Stendhal, and Goetlics According to Bronikowskl, France took
framlﬁenan: faodanken, ?ataaehﬁn, tmellon, das geschichtliche Milieu

und oft sslbst dic Worte" that coastitute the charming cpisode

“Gallio" in Sur la Pilerrs Plenche., The critic continued that:
Fast unbegreiflich und doch wahr ist es, dass dleser Stil
anze SHtze und Ferioden sus Renan und dessen guellon
Seneca, ‘tscitus usw,) sich einzuverloiben vernmag < « »
dessen %1@@3&%@, Gedankten und Worte ilhm Renan geliefert
hat o ¢« » °
Wilhelm Horzog (1921) menticned the intimation on the pdet of
some e¢ritics that Anatole France was more of an enlightener than
"ﬁichter”. He was for some roeders too oriticel, inexorable, and
skeptical, too closc to daily 1iving, UNevertheless, Horzog classifled
him with Yaxim Gorki and Upton Sinclelr, whom ho considersd the lead-
ing writors of contomporary times,So

Hermanu Wendel (1925) pointed out that Anstole France was able
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st composing sentences containing measure end order as well ss rhythm
and harmony,® But to attain such style, he was obliged to write
labvoriously.

« » » 8lle Louehtkraft seiner SHtze, alle Lelehtlgkelt seine
es Ausdrucks istdas Trgebnls mithevoller Arbeit,>9

Frence's menuscript, with many corrections and insertions, racails
Flaubertts method of writing. Still, ereating literature was not for
him, as for the author of Mme Bovary, a substitute for living. For
anstole Frence to write was to enjoy 1ife.”® It was to enjoy life
turough the medium of thought, becsuss: "In seinen Bfichern wlrd denn
welt mehr godacht als gshandelt". Most of France's novels lack "Hand-
iung", end nearly all of thom are autobiagraphiealéﬁ'whe leading chapr~
scters such as Profeasor Rergoret, Abbé Coignard, Noctor Trublett,
Pierre Nozildre, ths old scholer Bonnard, and others, are more or less
Anatole France; and they spread what they know Just as he a14,38

Max Konzelmann (1924) also reported that during ell his 1life
Anatole France labored on his style at length, as’the following state=
ment would indlcatoe:

Anatole Franee, was man nicht #berall wolas, mit fast acht-
B o O S otiissisan ungonrbotets® L
.

Pritz Scnotthtfer (1924) did not think that Anatole France was
es painsteking aen artist es Flaubert. Belleving that anyone can say
things in his oun way provided he has something to say, Anatole France
would not follow eny literary school., Yvsen so, he managed to find hils
way into the litorary world of his time. Proving thereby that an ine
gondous soul ¢an neither be influenced nor enslaved, In Schotthiferts
opinion, Sylvestre Bonnard, Coignard, Bergerét, Gamelin, end others
sre universal types end will bo understood hundreds of years hence, a8
Volteire's Candide 1s understood today, This orltic declared thatb:
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"Wenn er Mensechen schilderte, denn scnlenen sie direkt sus dem Leben
gegriffen”, And yot, Frenco's works ere more suited to the tinme in
whioh they were written than to the future, WHere 1s the reason:

In seinen Zeltgemttlden hat France trotz ellem oft der Zels

mehr gedient als der Rwigkolt, MNur der Zeltgenosse wird

noch alle Felnheltsn verstehen, well er die snspielungen,

die Durehsichtighkelton noch mit Lebendigem zu ftllen welss

PN seige atiirkste Wirkung war suf die Zegenwart, in dor

or stand,*0

As fer as I have been able to determinec, nothing was sald during

this perilod concerning Anatole Francet!s eriticlsm.

3. "Woltanschauung",
‘Herdly enytning was written about Anatole France's philoscphy

during this period. Hermann Wendel (1924) made en obaervation that
Anatols Fraﬁae‘prized the philosophical frecdom es the highest good of
men, He velued also all the sducational @ntarpriaes ﬁhiah compelled
men to exercise the mental faculty.%l According to Wendel, the whole
scilonge of love for Anatole Franee consisted of "achonen, verzeihen,
trsten”, that 1a, to be indulgent, consoling, snd forgiving, ©Did he
himself not say: "Le piltié ctest le fond mdme du génic"?492

4, Ironist and Skeptic.,

Kohler weas the first critic of the war period who reforred to
Anatole France's irony, and he did 1t only in pessing, with two
sentenoes. He wroto:

France hat selton erwlirmt, ZEr war immepy der kalte, aber
treuherzigenalve Roobachter, der mit tlefgrindigor historw
ischer Gulchraamkelt ausgeatattete %ronik@r, der abge-
klért-nitchterne *pikurtor g@wesen,4

The following yoar, 1819, thres eritics made comments on

Franee'a'akaptiaism and irony. Berta Schult declared in an article
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publlshed in Iags ntus “uropa, that aAnsntole Franeo had, in his skepti-

cel attitude and unbolief, jolncd Diderot and the Ineyelopedists. The
critle add:ud that anatols Prance was not a good monsrchist cven in his
youth.44
Otto Grautoff also believed that France's skeptical soul lacked
the power of belief. As a result, because of this lack, his mind was
unsble to create now ideas,%5 Disagreeing with Paul Souday4® who had
edvanced the idea that Anatole France's more thoughtful works resemble
ed those of Bolleau, CGrautoff argucs thus:
Dem feinsten aber such dem mitdesten rben des klasssischen
Zeltalters fahlt es gerad: an dogmatischer Kraft, und sein
Fatalismus ist o allgemein, dass er nicht einmal mehr die
Kraft hat, hinter dle grosse Frage: ™Was ist Gott" ein
Fragezg%ahen Zu setzon, well er Uberall mur Fragezeichen
gleht,
Michacl Charol showed more penetrating insight into Anatole
France's irony. He nerceived that a sense of superiority was the ine
ner essence of Anatole France. This sense of superiority was based
upon elear thinking, thorouch knawiedga, and logloal conclusions, The
eritic's stetement is = full of meaning that it should be quoted in
its cntirety,
Das innerste esen von Anatole France ist Uberlegenheit, Die
auf klarem Golst, grttndlichem Wissen, reifer Uberlegung und
logischen Konsequenzen hegrtindets Uberlegenheit. Wenn dleser
Goist auf Unverstand, dlese Uberlegenheit auf Dtnkel, dlieses
Wissen auf Bornierthelit stossen, werden sic sp8ttisca, iron-
isch, manchmal sogar kbSstlich satirisech. Aber niemals sarkea-
tisch, Anatole France fehlen dsr Hass und Bitterkeit, Seine
Stacheln sind acharf, aber ohne gzersetsendes Gift., Selne
Pfelle antstehen im Golst und nicht im Werzen. S-ine Worte
treffen, aber sle sind nicht mit Galle getr¥nkt, Zher haben
2le noch Nalvitlit, Trouherzigkeit. France ist leigensohaft-
l1ieh, sber von einer Leldenschaf't des Verstandes,

It 18 evident from these words that the ecritie had more than a mere

acquaintance with France's works and that he underatood quite well the

ironic and skeptical elements of them, In the opinion of Charol,

Anatole France was never sarcastic, nor bitterly hateful; although his
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irony was biting, 1% was not injuricus, Skepticlsm and irony origin-
etod in his mind and not in his heayb.%®

Je Kliche (1922) detected in Francels works Holilro's teunting
attitade toward man-made inatitutions and practices. Anatole France
directed his irony mainly against the church, the stute, and soclety
at large, Just as Molidre did in his time., Xlioche expressed the idea
thuass

Rllcksichtslos geht dieser Satiriker den Idolen der Uberiief-
erung zu Lelbe, CGessllschaft, Steat und Kirche trifft manche
er Pcitschenhleb, Just so wie ea vor drei Jehrhunderten
Velster Molilre in seinen KomWdion tat,oC

More speeifically, as Schotthifer (1924) statos, Anatolo France
direatéﬁ his irony against social ebuscs and polltiesl injustices
rether than men, Schotthéfer thinkas that he always rogardec men sym-
patietieslly and that to scoff at concerted evil-doing or any sort of
"Heuehélei“ was his second naturs., ¥Yoreover, a great deal of Prance's
tondency toward skepticlsm and irony is attributed by Schotthfer to
personal meke-up and expericnce, as the following statoment would
suzgest:

Spott und Zwelfsl wmrzeln noch tief 4im lebendigsn Geftihl.
31e sind noech kelne Befrelung des Golstes, sle sind Xinder
dos Schmerzes, des Verzichtes, der Bitterkeit, der Versoht-
ungs Sie sind noch voll vom Rhythmus des pulsierenden
Blutes,‘Sie sind zggkungﬁn von EKhmpforn, dis noch nicht
susgerungen haben,.

Addins &8 1t were to the ldeas of the last two eritiea, Schoen-
berner (1924) points out that Anatols France "trsibt sein wunderbarer
Rang zum Zwelfel, zum Misstrauen® agalnst eVerything.sz The originsl
meaning of the word "skeptioism" which came from a Greck word SKE LS
was to reflect, consider, dellberate, end investizate., And ol EREWTLKol
were ihe wembers of the philosophieal geet of Pyrrhon “leusis, who
ebstained from affirming or denylng anything, and who maintained that

nothing ean be asserted, for:
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» ¢ s dor weder ja noch nein sagt, behouptet; man kinne
nichts behaupten. In dlesem egwaiterten Doppelsinn 18t
Anatole Franec sin Skeptilew, b2
Re SohudeleBonz {1924) attributed France's irony ond pessimism
to his profound knowledge of history. The bitter satire of L'Tic des
Pingouins and the ironic depiction of the French Eovolution of 1789

in Les Dieux ont solf confirm this asscrtion,dS

B, Social and Political Views.

Partly due to the ovents of the time and partly to France's
failure to live up to his expressed stand againat war, the Cerman
eritics harped a great deal on France's ineonsistency and inclination
toward Cheuvinism during the Great ar, Heusensteln {1914) wes of the
opinion that although Anatole Franece kept silent about his war ine-
gtinet, 1t resided in him elways as a possibility. Tvery true Gaul
from the time of Vercingatorix to the present, Flaubert included, hae
besn var-iliko. And, Socialist that Anetole Franee waa, 1t is a wonder
that he wrote a novel agailnat the Frunch Rovolutions But, Hausenstein
questions Frence's sincerity in posing as a supporter of soclalism,
The ceritic roasons thus:

Sein Sozialismus ist zZwar im Grunde nichts els die kUstlich-
ste Angelegenhoit der latcinischen Syntax seincs Gelates . o »
asine bartthmtc Trocadsrorede fir don Friedoen, scine letzte
Friedensdcmonstration nichts als eine Bekundung oder besser
eine Porm, dic lhren goistigen Adel von der zum HUchsten gew
triebenen rhatorischaaggtrﬁkten Loglk einer antik gedachten
Rednertribiine enpfing. ~

Reoul Auernhoimer, commonting on Sur la Vole glorieuse in 19185,

wrote also the following observations., Anatole France was usually
slonec, but whon war broke out he joined the erowds "Ur hat nicht
mehr den Mut, zu widersprechen, sr verleugnet di= Wahrheit."45 In re-

gard to France's attitude towsrd Germany during the oconflist, as in
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dicated in Sur la w@i@<g1arieuss, fucrnhoinor conmpares him with
rafossor ﬁﬁrée?eﬁ, ’?his lending character in Francets ook was full
of wisdom, but he was also humenj iAnatele Froanee was slso a wiso man,
but et the same time he was Pronch. And,

Iior Frangose slegt untor gilen Umstiinden wenn nfcht andors =-
tiber die wahrhelt,

Um dicse Zeit, sollte men denken, misste ein MYMann von der
lcuchtonden Intelligensz oines Anetole France, einer dor hell-
sten Schriftstellerktpfe der elt, berelts cingesehen haben,
dass Alo Strassc des franz®sischen Ruhmes von den Deutschen
endgfltiy verbarrikediert ist. Aber viclleicht hat op es
eing=gchen und bloss niecht offentlich sugeben wollen,

In an open letter to Anatole France, published October 31, 1915,
Mauthner regrettod the fact that tho tone of Sur la Vole glorisuse

wes that of a Parisian strest instoad of that of a worthy diseiple of
the great Voltalre. Méutnner repreachéd France for having appsrently
forgotten evaryéhing of importance since ths outbresk of the wer,
eveh# |

Thre kostbare gallisbBhe Feiterkeit und Ihren philosophlschen
zwailfcl an don Yahrhelton dor Heorstrasso.d

Pelix Vogt (1919), discussing Franee's attitude toward war,
pointed out the faet thet at the beginning of the war Anatole France
maéa an offort to opposc 1t and to mske hls neople realize that the
enemy wore also men withi vhom they would have to live after the cone
fliet wes overs Vogt explained the situation thus:
Zu Beginn des Kriegos hatte cr elnen schitchlernen Versuch
gemacht, 8ffontlich gogen das tolle Geschimpf, gegen den
Feind “inspruch zu erheben und zu bemsrken, dass man Schllesse
lich doocn wieder einmal als Henachen mit Menschon werde ver-
kehren milsscn. Das Zog ihm die missbilligung der Regierung
gu, und selther solwleg er. '

Vogt showed sympathy for Anstole France when he added these words:
“ndlieh 1lH¥sst sicn auch leicht eorkennen, dass France gerade

jetzt zu sciner Kinderzeit gurttckgekeohrt 133, um sieh von
der traurigen Kriegesgogenwart sbauwendon.
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The Alsabtlan crltic and drameilist, ., Sohisck:lo, understos.”
fnntols I'rancets poslition durdng the warp porhaps betier then any of
the erities elready wmentioncd, Schilelizle contendsd in an eriicls taat

a
eppoared on Fobruary 10, 1984, in the Prankfartop Zelitung, that war

was for Anabtolc Pranee an intolorablc ecalamity. Had he boon only a
@rominant writer, ko would have done ono of two tninge: olther, have
ing stated his stand agalnst war, shut himsolf up in his ivory tower
and let the world ragej or, nalataining his objections to tho fblly
of matual dostruction, uphold paaifism end become evontually a martyr,
But, Anetole France was mero than a femous writer: he was more than an
averege many i wes a "Dichter?,59 fThurefore, being a poet, writer,
philosopher - cverything that the word "Dichter" implies = he found
himself in o difficult situation, for:

Dor Krizg war der Samum £Ur ihn, ey versehlug ihm don Atom!

eln llorg glihte fUr die gercehte Sachs", abor er sprach

nicht mehr wic ein Mann, und nicht cinmal wie sin Kind « ey

spracn dle Sprache cines wundercen, oines Fromdone TIn Ruche

Sur le voie glorieuse lag Anmtole France begrabon, und ein
21erte eine hedsutungslose Redo,

The eritic continuca, saying that Anatole France hated and abhorred
war, that war was the only manly action that heo deapised, and that

war was s0 contrery tc his inner self that the mers thought of it was
oonfusing to his clear and brililasnt mind, Iranee was afraid of thé
uteome of war - vlictory or defeat - during the whole time of conflict,
The last vork in which he fled irom the presont back to hils youth, the
past, La Vie en Fleur, (12922) tolls eloquently the suthor's abhorrence

of war, as Schicksle polnts out in the followlng worda:

Le Vie en fleur 1Hsst uns erkennen wie tlef die Abnelgung
escd OQrganlismus gegon den Krieg wurzolt. Der avsgegzoich-
nete Freund der Dltern, M. Dubols, orklirt dem Kind, was der
Krieg, svein Pomp und seine Worke in wWirklichkeit sind, Fr

entklg%det den Kriog der Romantik, von der er zur HHIft-
18bt| .



76
The dpeat Ver which joatole rauce twd predicted in the Broiooo

o La Tio de Joonne dlave (1000) made him loncsome, sceording to

Fonzelnen's artlelo published on tho 80%h Lirthdey of the old scer
and prophots At one of the zolevm oecasions heild aftor the srmiatice,
in coma moratlion of Juurls, inatolc Vrance silently eupressed his
frelinge for humanity by pianiag tho wer cross of a failen soldiep
ucen the bust of JaurBs, e no doubt eould have spoken a sipgnificant
word sgalnst way at'that time, but his silonce was just as gloguent,
Besldes, all hls literary vorks vore proclaiming this same condemnae
tion throussout thoe whole world,S2

Otto Friocdlunder visited inatole France in 1924 and published in
Vorwulirts (May 18) an account of the visit, Aaeerﬁing.to the eriticts
report, fnatol: TFrence spoke about the paradox of the vorid and its
wars., The Great Yar reminded hin of one of the foudal wars after which
both the victor and the vansulshed suffered great losses, Making 1t
elear that the Muropean situstlon was close to his hoart, Anatols
Franeevpleaded for understanding. At the end of the-visit, the Franche
‘man wrote on & s8lip dr paper, vhich he gave to the German visit8r for
8 séuvenir, thase words: "Soyons bons Buropfens®,63

Regerding anatole France's views on other soeisal and politlcal
problems, the opinion of the eritics 1s also varied. Frenz 2lei
(1014), important verman naturalist and stud-nt of literary movsments,
evinced that Anatolo Franco was oasontially of the "Ancien Régime“
and éhareforg upheld thoe classical tradition of Rebelsils and of
Mentnighe, who woere the Latin rationalists., Conneoting this idea to
the mod:rn soclal trends in France, Blei maintained that:

Was man Goa typlsch fransz¥sisciien Goist nennt, das inkarniort
sich in sana*ols France und in ihm ondet sich zugleich der

entimental werdendo Bourgeols, der an aeiner Zivilisation
verzweifelt und Sozielist wird, womlit oy den Kapltalismus
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anfzabovon modnt, wlhrond oy ion oar vollsndei: arns epitale
istisch sleht er in einer kepitalistischen Anderung das zold-
cne goltalbor, Vs

‘Borba Schult (1918} was coavinced that inatole irance, attor
haviag publicly Jjoined the soelalist Pavty, in 1904, aontinucd per-
slsta tly to support it actively and even to proclal+ its practiesi
progran untll tho outbreak of the Great War, The critic's words on
this peint are too poéiﬁivu for paraphrasing, so it scems betteor bo
guote them:

it Jugondlicher Begelsterung stellbte er sich im den Disnst

selner Idoun: Meetings, “ahlversammlumen und Arbeiterhoch-

schulen warcn die Schaupliitze seliner THtigkeit; sein Name

stand unter gaulreichen VerUffentliechunien soszialistischen

unc kowmmnlstlsehen Gelates, um lhn scharten sich alle links-

stehonden Partolen, Br ist der geschworsne Feind jedorw

Heaktions sein Hass geat bis zum Fanatismus, Seine semtliche-

en nuueren Sohriften stehen unter dom Zolchen dieses Golsbos,6B
Berta Schult also thought tihat Anatole Trence had chosen the novel as
the modiuam by which to apread his soclalistic ideas snd that each of
his novels becsame a sort of praver-book for hlas followers. ‘‘honever
anarchists wore errested, Franoo's books were invarliably found to be
in theiy possyession, rrofessor Bergeret, who is Woltalrisn, pecifist
end entinationalist, is diatinctly wodolled after tho suthor.86 In
the tice of tust, Anatole France falled 0 maintain his intellectusl
frocdom. hen the war ended, ho reverted to his previous position.
The critic concludos:

Freilleh von Dauer war diese gerirrung nient, konnte sie bel
seinor Golstesart nicht soin,®7

In 1921, sinebole France was id&n%ified.by wilhelm FRerzoy with
the Communiastic International, Pointing out that he was always a
supporter of socliallistic prineiples, Hergog asserted that the greate
est French writer at last mede it known to the world thet he was for
the rovolution -~ the world revolution - through which was to come the

liveration of the proletariat. We read further that:



s v o o Bumnb nichi die NMedeniiva uvnd Cia aaznuon Joor

Soldschraiber des Blrgortums. 7Fr bekennt sich « als Plonier

der idoeg der or solin panzes Loben opferte = gup levolubion,

zur Befreolung der Menschenklaase dureh dle Diktatur des Fro-

ictariate, zur Velbtrevolution. Uy, der .duchkomme dor grossen

franzlisischen Ingyklopldisten, der idderot und d'Alembert, .

Linpft Scite an Scite heubte nit dem fransBalschon Prolotariab,©8
Towarxi the wud of his 1ife, the eritic gocs on, anatole France heogen
to see the lidht streanming from the Fapt, and his guestioning mind did
not guestion this tlme but aeccepted the ldcoas of HMarxz, of Lenin, and
of Trotzky; move than that, he became a vallant scldior in the Hed
army of tho International,®®

The sawme year, Iwan Goll, the poet, having spent one afternoon

with Anatole Irance, reported that the nowlyeconvertod commnist spoke
sbout "ussgile and sald the following:

"ich licbe und shiitze dic Sowi®te, ilch vershre Tenin ungd
das Lend, das allein den Wink der Geschichte vorstand, ©

Goll furtlier ropoyts that Anatole Francc expressod doubt of the pre-
tended rood-will of Durope, holding that another wvar was unavoideble
and that there would be only one of tuo outcomes of the then exigting
4armiatice: sociallsm end poeace, or eapiﬁ&lisﬁ and oventually war, It
is reported that he finally sald this:

*uip heben den Krieg gowdihit, deor vwiellslont ein hunderte
jihriger werden wird . » o Do Politik ist blind. Nie YOlk-
arAsigg dumm und stler goworden y » « Ich sehe keln Heil
mehr,

In the article of J. Kliche, entitlsd "Der gelichtete Hobelprelse
trhger® (1922), it is sald that Anatole France was possessed with
kindness end love for men, that he was a writor who spcke through his
writings snd actions in the interest of socisl right and the ideals of
9001&113m¢72 ¥e was the first one in France who tried to promulgate
reconcilistion among peoplos after the war and thereforc was regarded

as the only wrlter of world rcputation in Fraﬂce'whs worked for world

pesce, It is further pointed out that he showed a favorable disposi-
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b4

tlon bowerd Tusslan Bolohovisne. o “he fuud Stelclyr O-Liae  fop

an

nT ? ﬂ L 3 s -~ .
Forelr 7y IVEZ earried a ghort anonyimous srbicle containing the rfollow-
ing stabtew.ab

sngtole Prence gohb -mit den lcglercnden wnd der grosgen
Pregse Trankrelichs strang ins Gericht, neboen sczsaliﬂ*is-
chien Uebertrelbuugen sagt er valirhleltun, die non gorms vers
7einhn\t’ inie sussers Gcwalt errcicht nicﬂta, wonn sie

segon 6ic datur der Uingo engowondet vird. Uiy sind nicht
mahr in der Tpochs dor goldbringenden Silege, Wor letzte
iricg hat Burops orsehlpft. « o fch sage nicht zu meinsn
‘Landﬁuuten' Hassoet nioht mehr, vergessaet} Ich kenne zu
gut (io arme Wunschonnature Akor leh sage: Soild verniinftig,
gsold vertraglich} 74

senctthiifor reported in 1924 that Anatole France became a member
of the »prench Comwnist Perty and that, although he had vritten Sur la

Voie gloricusc e fow years befors, he showed therc hils bourg:sols

slde.
Br eprgriff die Partel scines Vatcﬁlxn&=s. Pr schriel: scgary
oin Buch, in dom das Vatorland zuf dem "veoge zum Ruhm" geo-
geigh wuides Aber 28 war dey SteabsbUrgor, nicht der
Scehriftsteller France der ag geaehrlebon hattes Dor wahre
france ging darin nichbd aufe”
vore information on this point comes also from Hormann Wendel
(1924}, from whom woe learn that Anatole France spoke on verious oeca-
sions sugsestiag end oven urging the people to cstablish cocperatives,
to support tue popular education movonenbs, and to freo themsclves
from the triumvirate 6pp?@338r5, the priests, tlio s0ldlers, and the
finanelers, endol wrote:
Und se¢ &ﬂ Sozielismus ist nieht wie der manch Andrer «ine
rode, "une &legance”; der Dichter trHgt sich in dlo Wit
gliaderliste dey Partel eln, gibt sich als Cltoyen unter
Citoyens, sitzi in Anssechiissen, hilt Vortrége und leltet
Versammlunizens
And R, sSchudsl-benz stated in an article entitled "Anabole Franee als
Soziologe" (1924) that the aged ¥rench writer took intorest in the
1living conditlona of tie working people, thet he regarded any menual

labor ss noble occupation, and that he felt down in his heart keenly
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"

svmoethobic sowards the lover ¢lasurs of hmmﬁmit?GV?
. o

6s The Literery Tovks.

Joseph Froherger vas of the apiniaﬂrin 1014 thet the leading

sharactor ©f tho novel Lo Orime de Syivestrs Bonnard reapprars in all

&7k

the othicr novols of Anebole France. of coursc, thic character is
somevhea® Ciffer-nt in wvarious nooks but alvays under the form of a
skeptic philosophor. Thi yhilosopﬁhr 1eads the 11fe of & recluso,
‘but he ke.ops his oyes op:n 1n order Ho obscrve the pecullaritios and

weoaknesscs of wmankind., In Svivestre Bomnard he is still kind-hoerted

end forgiving; in leter booke ho begcomes Beowvgeret, a pessinist and an
ironiste S

In L'llsteir: contemporaine (tiis %s the gen:ral title for the

collection of four novels: L'orme du wmeil, Le manneguin dfosier,

L'annzau dltamftayste, and i, Befgezeb a Paris) th: lsading character

is Bergeret, Accor@ing to Froberger, he 1s a skeptical observer of
the contemporary Frendh politles. Baﬁeft of any idealism end immer
fire, he noticecs only social dofeets and blunders. $ig viewpoint 1s
Voltairian: &ll ovils of France can be traced to the church and rewv

liglon., To these four novels may be addod L'ile des Pingouins, sug-

gests ?robérgev, which is likowise a soclal satire, 9

ho anbi-rovolution novel, Loa dicux ont soif, states Froberger,

deplets the Froneh Rowolutlon in tho same astrincent manner that other
novels trest the charch, roliglon, and especlally Gatholiclsm,80 1n

Les dleux ond soif, the eritic finds vivid lendscapes Iintead:d to

produce & cortaln stste of mind in the roader rather than a true pice
ture of th: time of the French Rovolution. llis own words on this point

ars worth cuoting:
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suchi in dieson V Pee RAv 6 wenigoy =in Bli¢ dor S04y gogohon
els eins Boihe von Shimaingshildern tber nebenfiichiicne Fe-
glodltmomonte, seane wurlibigkeit, grogse bBugzibnlose zu UHor-
sehauen und darzustellen, trat aunch hier wieder hervor; einige
unbedoutonde Droignisse sus dom wBglichon Leben mit eingehoinds
er TLiebe zu malen ist fdr ilnm wichdlpger, als die vdlkerune
wElvendo deltbhowegung in fhron Deveggirtinden, Ausschpaliungean
und Verh¥ngnlssen zu sehildarn,B

0f La rivolte des Ansos Frobergey speaks quite adversely, as
the following guotatien clearly indlcates:
Dabei benchmen sich diese ":ngel" so liedorlich, sic treiben
golenon Uafug, vorfihron dic Jrausn depy “jenschien, organlsiar-
en anarchilstlsehe Attontats, dess das ganzs Buch zur wvider-
lichsten aAnhiufung von lldersinn und Schmmiz wird und einen
wahren Fkel einflBsst,S<
The eritic asaerts that the whole of instole Prancets wrliing sobivity

steadily dogenevatad and finally r-sulted in Earrévolte dos angen

{1614), wiiich ropregenta the asuthorl!s "goistigen Selbstverﬁiahtung“.

Phis novel is his tombstone,8

el

Jeking an oveluatlion of Jrence's wvorks in goneral, Froberger

states el tirosc bwooks whiech do nut atteck religion or soecisl customs
may be profluebly put into the librari.s, 0Of thwcge books he mentionst

Lo livre de mon smi, Lo Orine de Sylvesire Bonnerd, Crelnguebillio,

Joceste b lc chat melgre, Los dioux ont soif, end Poy s cholsics.®4

Frite Schotthbfer shows 1lttle appreciation for Le Rbévolte dos

snges, In an article ox 1914, he declares that the novel ls rather
confusing to the reader. The story begins with a depletion of real

oraincs

men, typos ol people that are cncounterec in L'Histoire cont
Then tue sguthor, true to his usuel manney of narrating, vours into tha
conversations thu enormous ascumulation of learning that he derived
from readins tie church fathers. &8 to the angels, they are disguised
pzople whom the author lmew in life. Schotthtlfer affirns thebs

Sie leben in Paris. Wan erksant in ihnen allsrhand levoluw

tiondire und ﬁnarggiaﬁan slawischen Urspruigs, oiner 1st
sopayr Ostaslate,
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#1lhelm Hausenstein, in an article on "Anatole Franee, die fran-

z8sische Gesellschaft und der Kriocs" (1914), states that the Insel dor
Pinguine annuls happily the France of tho reyfus affalr, The novel
1s a satiric drama "& la Zola*s !Jlacocuse! ", Its contont is certaine
ly destrustive to the officialdom of the Third French Republic,B56
The eritic considers 1t entirely satirical, as the following words
would indiecatoe:

Elne Satire kann kaum doutlicher sein , ., ., Aber diese Satire

iat erstens sozialistisch, das helsst antibtirgerlich, Zwoiltw

ens freilich ist sie franzbségcﬁg das helsst unverbindliceh,

unbucnstifblich, immateriell,

Josef Hofmlller rcported in 1915 that "Nas Verbrechsn Sylvestrs

Bonnard" was most known in Germany., It is the firsi of the best-con-
structed and best-narrated of Francet's works; herdly any ons of the
later books compares with it from the standpoint of technique, The
suthor put into 1t all of his best qualities: charm, intellectual
wealth, and kindﬁass.ea

The "GarrSsterel szur Kbnizin Glnsefuss" 1s a story of the Gi1

Blas sort, accordins to Hofmillers The handling of its theme rominds
one of the mothod of Dumes pdre, as well as of Mérimée and of Balzac,
#ere the writor "Verziahtat euf die Originalitlt des was und sueht
seine Stdrke in der Originalltit des wie®,89

"Pie Ulme am Spielplatz” (T.'Orme du Mail) is a modern story ale
most without an "Inhalt", It 1s one of those hooks that have neither
begihning,nor ending, only an arbitrery sliee of life. It 1is exquisite
in detalls, imnossible as a whole, The characters seem excollent but
they are not developed,80

Hofmiller atates also that in the smoothly narrated story of
Thals tie readsr finda a great deal of fineness and a ravealiﬁéi

study of the human soul. Deep currents of feeling and emotion run
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beneatn the surface of daily events.®l fThe critioc found the woman
Thais guite modern and more or leas typlesl of the heroines of French
'navels, for we read:
Klingt sic nient etwas sohr modern, dlese Sclbatrechtfertige
ung der veilchenBugigen SUnderin? Ist die blond Thals nleht
ein wenipg verwandt mit der ¥amellondame? Hat Anatols France
nicht eigentliecn eins der Hltesten Themen der fransgbsischen
Literatur auf socine snmutige Wolse varilert, das von der gee
retteten Courtisanc? 82

qumillar repoated soveral of his statements made in earlier articles

on Anatole France. ™ith rofevence to Sur 1a Pierre Blancho, the critie

ssserta thab:

France hat in diesem neuesten “oman vollends das Geftthl fr
Aufbau und Verh#ltnisse eines Romangenzen, das eor nie recht
besass, verlorsn, 3aine acht Kapitel hingen nur Husserlich
zus&ggen, und die Erzihlung verfleciht, danss es eln Jammer

lat,. '

In der Tat; dies Bueh 1st nur das BankrSttchon eines bougui
niste, der sich zwischen Bitchern und Kunstwerken solange
einhfuselte, bis er von der reichen und wundervollen Ge=
schiichte sein~s Volkes nichts mehr sah sls ein Dutzend
Kltimpenen Blut und ein Dutzend Klftmpohen Dreck.94

Yekin: som: observations on France's works in goneral, Hofmliller
points out that the abundant conversations which are rich in meaning
make up for the weak handling of his stories, 7This idea 1s stated by
the critic as followss

Me Fandlungen seiner Goschiehten sind dtnner, felner Stramin,
Aber die Gespriichs, mit denen er ihn hestickt, dle Tinschal~
tungen, Abschweifungen, Zwisehonbhemerhkungen, dle Beleuchbung,
des 1ist er, und nur er, Scine hinstlerische Phantasle 1st
nieht gestaltend, sondern kombinierend. Sie sotzen auch beim
Leser etwas von der Kultur voraus, die der Dichter besltzt:
griechische und rtmische, bosondere spHtgriechiasche und splt-
rumische, Epikur und die Stoa, der Goldens Tael des Apulejus
und die Goldene Legende des Jakcbus a Voragine, fransdsisches
Mittslalter und itallenische Renaiesanse, Rabelals und Voltalre,
dvchzehntes und achtzehntes Jehrhundert sind in seinen Biichern
wie in oinem felnen Elixir,95

In his open letter to Anatole France (October 31, 1816), Fritsz

Mauthner refers to a fow of France's books with either appreciation
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or with scorn. “ith scorn of courasse to sSur la voioc gloricuse, for

we read:

s wlre tUrlchit, Ihnen vorwerfen zu wollen, dass Yhr ausge-
dvhntes Bttehloin, Sur Ia Vole Glorieuse viel mehr gutes
Paper els gute wortc und dennoch menr gute Worte als gute
Gedanken enthalbe,

%#ith apprecsiation, the oritle speaks of La R8volte dos Anges:

Mit dem feinon LHcheln Ihrer Resignation, mit Ihrem freund-
lichen Pessimismus ohne Galle hoben Sie im "Aufstande der

Engel", Ihren Landsleuton einige Wahrhelten gZcsagt noch im
ﬁaére 1914, o ¢ Ich liebe Thren Roman von den rebellischen
Pariser Unseln, weil er ebenso lustig ist wie die "Puceclle"
Inres Voltaire und ebenso keclk wis der "G&tterkrieg“ Thros

PEYNY » o

‘Raoul Auernheimer discusses only one ofjAnah@le France's books
in an article entitled "Das Buch eines Feindes" (1918), namely: Sur
1s Vole glorieuses The orlitie finds this book very thin, not in

format but in thought &nd contents. It 1s a book in which the author
makes paper bullets end fires them from Frence all the way te Cermanys
Its format is lerge end its title sounds rather optimiatic,s Butbt the
war 15 in its carly stage.®7

In a rather sketohy booke-review, Eug&n Kohler declered in 1218
that La Révolte des Anges (1014) end Les Dieux ont soif (1912) were

of small importance; both books dontain hardly anything new and are
notliceably expended with needless materials Thesé books mark the
authorts dealina as & writer, bocausoe:

« + o nichts 18t neu in diesem Buch (La Révolte des An~as},
und das Alte ist bedentlich verwHssert, Vi )

diege UGeschichte der Wenschhelt, die aus Renan narwin
gusammeng2getat, kondenslu.rt, unﬂ sxtrahiert 18t,%% . ,
Zum Werke Frances fugen dlese beiden Biloher, kaum eine
neue Seite hinszu, ja, der Aufruhr der Fngel fX11lt gcgar
merklich von der H&he aeinér “Gesamtproduktion sb,®

The same yeer, howover, appoared in the Zeltschrift fitr Rifcher~

freunde, another book-review of La Révolte des Anges written this

time by Xurt Pinthus, a much better known and no doubt more able
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eritic than Xohler. Pinthus evaluated this novel as:
« s » ©in groasses, rcifes Haupbtwerk des Alten, vielleicht
sein Hauptwerk #borhaupt: ein philosophlscher, ein theolo~
gilseher Roman, und dech ein Menachhoitsroman,

La Révolte dea Anges 18 a novelfthaﬁ may be defined as philosophie,

theological, and human,* In'order to realiza_how much philosophy and
hﬂmanity there 1s in it one should resd it twlce, +00 v
Prenz Graetzer in 1918 was even more entimsiastic about this
novel then Pinthus, At least he found more in it than Kohler and
Piﬁthua together, For him the book contains the soul of Frange:

Viel von Frankreichs zeitlos gleicher Seele steeckt in diesem
Roman secines gr8sston lebonden Tichters o «  In diesem Verk
em klarsten offenbart sich des Dichters Abkunft von Voltaire,

e » s Hier 1st L¥storung bastehnder Ordnungen, skeptische
Zersetzung sklavischer Abhingigkeit von horkSmmlichen Gleubense
regeln, hier der Grundsatz, mit “ntsetzten (kunstlerisch ere
habenen) Spott zu treiben, allbestimmend . « « Pelitik und
Erotik, Mode und Kunat, Philosophie und Mistorie, vor Allem
sber die bleibenden, dsuerhaft wirrnisstiftenden Grundpro-
bleme der Rellglon, werden abgehandslt,lOl '

The following year, 1919, Michael Charol declared that meny
French writers could compose stories sbout revolution, but only

inatole France was able to write”ﬁia gtter dirstenl' And as to the

“pufruhr der Engel, the critic asserts that:

Im "Aufruhr der “ngel" verachmitht France jJegliches technische
Kunstmittel, Gedanklioch wie formell ebsolut vollendet steige
ert sich das Werk bls zum Schluss, der in dem practvollen
Traum des Satonas endot » « « In diesem Roman orreicht France
einen Gipfel, Fr erliutort nichit seine Heldsn, er gerglied-
ert und Berfasert sie nicht, In einer luftigen HOhe #les um~
fassenden Gelstes schwebend, siaht er alles CGoschehen wvon
dieser Hthe. Und er bhesitzt dle Kraft, das Cesehohene so
niederzuschreiben, vie op %3 erschaut hats Tir sind dedurch
in andere Sphirs:a gehodbene 2,

The aharacters'appear +0 be as treneparent as glasa,and the rseder
perceives Anatole France pulling the strings. The angels find thome
Belves on earth, emong mortals, and all their actions are quite human,

We wonder why they act so foolishly at times, but we reallze that we
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too would met as they were we in tholr places.

The novel on the Freneh Revolution, Lus Dlcux ont solf, is not

compareble to La REvolto des Anges either In form or in strengths

Hiecy versucht Anatole Frande von derpclben groagsen Nhe dle
Franzaaische Revolution zu ftherblicken, Abor er kann es
niehtes "8 steckt in ihm noch zuviel Sympathle fir dic untor.
gehende Aristokratenklasse, dio in den friuheron Revolutlonse
geschichten 80 klar zum Vorsahein zam, Vergebens sucht ey
gle jetzt zu verbergen. WYean aplurt nur gu ﬁmutlich, dess er
sloh nie mit den reglerendon Kleinblirgemn ~ins ftthlen wird.19

Le J Jardin d'tploure (1894} conteins nll the possibllities of

Le Révolte des Anges; 4% 18 excellent and emusing with ell itz pare-~

doxes, but not as thought-through nor as solidly founded as La Révolte
des #nzes., In this comnection, Charol states something that 1s just
the.opnosite of what other erltics have written:

Diesor Grundpug ist die boste Erklirung, warum mit steigend-

or Relfs dea Verfassers der Wart seiner Terke stolpbs Alle

Bedanken, slle Anslichten sind schon in den frttheren 3chrift-

en von Prance enthalten, bel Jeder iederkohr eber - und sie

kehren sohr oft wieder ~ sehen wir sis vollendeter; klarer,

ktinstlerlscher und tiefer geworden.l04

Commenting on France'!s works in general, Charol states that in

the earlier novels a fable was used as e nucleus for tuo story. This
was to attract the intersst of the reader; In later works the use of
fables r'es abandoneds "Die Fabelnlaind 7u cinem Unbedeutsnd:n in den
‘Gttorn; zu einem Nichts in dem”hufruhr' zusammengesehmolzen." The
strivings and struiglos of humanity beceme the domlnating theme, And
the suthor himss1f has changed from s mere intsllsctual obsscrver into
& 8spirit that directs the battlcs of mankindw

Ay fuhlt sich gross g@nug,'wenn auch nicht Aarttbor zu ent=

acheiden, 20 doch um deren Hichtigkeilt zu bourtellens Fr

1st nicht mehr ein inmitten dor Vielen K#émpfender, er st

koin Aussenseiter, kein b-schaulicher Intelégktuﬂller, ey

ist ein tber dem Kampfe schwebender Gelsts

In en article published by the Allgemeine ZXeitung,Mey £3, 1920,

and signed by the lotter "H", we road that‘Die rots Lilid is a fragrant
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analysis of the soul of e Frouch "Pyp der “he" and a study of the

customary practices of peorle in love and that Die Inswl dop Pinsuine

is perhaps the hHost satire sinee Voltalre on conitomporary French cone
ditions.196
Arthur Hfibscher in 1921 callied Ie Potit Plerre (1918) one of

the most skarming and delipghtful books that Anstole rance had

WTihtSnolQV

Ctto Grouteoff reports in 1922 that Crainguebille was adopied,

reworked, and published by Leo Tolstol. The Corman translation of
the original version of this story ls however preferred by the eritile,
es the following stsbemsnt would indieates

Die Novelle ("Affailre Craingquebills") ist scinerzeit von

Leo Tolstol frol bearbeltet worden und findst sich in diesern
Forwm auecii in dem bhei Kurt Wolff orschlenensn ILebsenabuch
Tolstols "Fur alle Tage", Vorgleicht man die wirtliche
fherasetgung « o o milt deor frelen Umgsstaltung Tolstols, so
mass man dor erateren don Vorzug gebens In ihy kommt der
klare, ironische 5tll des Franzoscen besser zum Ausdruclk als
in dem Thwweg tber Tolastoi. » « '3 Schinate an Anatole France
- blelbt die Kn%gpheit des Stils, dle klare und bestimmte
Sprachltunat,

Tn an artieles satltled "Deor goHohtote Nobelprelstriger®™ (1022),
Jo Kliche mekes only wery brief observations on several of France's

books., Thals 1s a charming novel, La ROtlssorie de la Heino PEGaU

que contalns a remarkeble theme: the author depiets a prisst who

really believes 4in tod., "Visionfr igt sein Buch” Sur la Plerm

Blanehe, The critic is contont with stating in & sentence or two

what happens in a book iastoad of giving his improssion of it, Mors

is sald about L@ Potit Pilerre, which Kliche probably understood
yhettar then other hooks of Anatola France and therefore appreciated 1t,
He describes 1t ass

+ s o bunte Szenen und Bilder aus den frithen Knabemjahren,

meist himslichefamililivror Art, danebon aber auch vieles, was

nicht ohne geschnichtlichen Relz 1at. Das Ganze durchstrfmt
von Sonne und WHrme, von Humor und milder Irenle, Absichts-
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lose Darstellungen und kKlugs veflexionen cinos léichalnden
Skeptikers und goreiften Lebenskiinstlers, 109

Kliche reports in this artiele the fast that the works of
inatole France were put on the Papal Index in 1922, This haeppened
about eight months after his receiving the Nobel prize for literaturs
from the Swedish king.l10

La Vie en Fleur (1922) is a "ILebensgesc:ichte” according to

“ax Hermann (1924). it is in o way a counbtinuation of Le ?etig Plowre,

with many personal ezperleonces disguised in pocotic phraseology.
Hermenn's estinatc of the book 1s altogethar‘favorables

Tg 1st oin schr sablicht und verstiindlleh, auspruehlos klar
und glrtlich orzihlendss Bueh, dessen rithrende oder ironise
cho, harbe oder heltre Geschichten don Relz des mensechlieh
wahren, Charakterlstlschen haben, nlchta Geflrbtes gchen,
sondern cin Sttiek Dasein, so wie os tatsllenlich war,lll

Re Sehlckole (1924) considers Les Dieux ont soif and Le Révolte

des Anges a8 tho best of Anstole France's works, In bothi of them the
author excrelscd his talent to the highest degres. The eritic sayst

Br het nichts KUstllichores an irisiersnder» Ironic geschriebe
en als dic Szene in der "Hevolte des anggg" wo der ngel dem
Liebespaar iu Pyjamas crsehielnt, kelne tberzeugendere Gestall
geschoffen els den Maler Bveriste Gamolin in "Les Nieux ont
Solf, " 112

Fritz Schotthtfer {1924) is of the opinion that Cralnquebille
revesls the inner conviotlions of the anthor,., The poor old man, &
sacrifice to justice, or rather to the miss-carriege of juatlce, is
a striking symbol of "Ungorechtigkelt” perpetrated by the courts at
the trial of Iroyfus,l1d

Hermann Wendel (1924) dedlares that Anstole France atands
egainst all kinds of "Dummheit" and snimosity espescielly in L'Histoire

Contemporaine, L'Ile dos Pinrouins, and Les Disux ont soif. These

works contaln alsc the authort's opposition to war hysterla and

Chauvinism,114
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Vs, FROM ANATOLE FRANCLE'S DEATH TO 1938

1. Anatole Francec the ¥an.
Anatolo France died on October 12, 1924, Hrnst Robert Curtius,
perhaps the moat secholarly professor of Romance 1iterature,1publiah~

8d one artlcle on the decoased French writer in the Kbtiinlsche Zoltw

ung on October 13 and another article in the Allgemeine Zeitung on

Octover 14, In both artlcles; Curtius showed a wide acquaintance
with anatole France and an appreclation of his works,.

Curtius's romarks on Anatole France the man are many and quite
varizd, Firast of all, Curtius pronounced him & Huropean of French .
nationality and of definitely classical formation and baekground,
More specifically, Gurtius regarded Anatole France a3 a e¢lassielst
in the French 18th century sense: as the champion of soelal justice,
mouthplece of rcason and advocate of "aufklHrung",

Anatole Prance war klassisch im Sinne des franzdsischen 18,
Jahrhunderts, Unzuglinglich der Musik, verschlossen der re-
ligitsen Wirklichkelt, aber ein Rekenner und VorkBmpfer der
Vernunft, ein Wortfithrer sozlialtr Gerechtigkeit, ein Welt-
blirger und e¢ln Welser, wurzelte er gans in der Fpoche, dle
er als die glticklichste der Weltgeschichte pries, im Jahre
hundert der Aufklfirung, Was er vom 19. Jashrhundert sufnahm,
waren die Tendengen, mit denen er dea 18,forgesetzt hat: dle
historische Kritik, di» mecheniste Naturwissenschaft, den
allgemeinen lintwicklungsgedankon.2
In passing, Curtius pointed out two other French writers who might
be considered great Furopesns: Romein Rolland and André Gide. They
however were clessicists in s different sense from Anatole Frange,
snd they belonged to snother world of mentality., The 18th century
trauits that Curtius detected in Anatole France were historical criti-

¢lsm and belief in natural scienee and evolution, The eritic thought
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that Taine, Renan, Narvin, and Sainte-Bouve were France's preferred
masters, Curtius furthar csharascterizes this modern French writer,
who was & disocipleo of Voltaire, of HMichelst, and of Renan and who
desired to establish freedom and Justlce among men, as

¥in freler Golist, fred und tapfer trotz des Relativismus
des gescehlentlichen Denkens,; « « « trotz gelner Verbindung
mit klagsonkBmpferisehen Sozlslismus, das war Anatole
Frence.?

On the next day, Oatober 14, Curtius wrote that with Anatole
France departed the laat great Prenchman, whose views were not only
Furopean but of the whole worlds In this second artlocle, Curtius
declarecd that Anatole France was the last preat humenist in the Rew
nalssance meaning of the word, at least as far as modern llterature
was eonecerncd. More them that: "Er wer ein Polemiker, er war ein
Lyriker, er war eln Traglker, 1hm stand dis politische Satire zur
Verftigcung®s and also he was a Latinist to such an extent that all
the writings of his countrymen were easily comprehonsible to him,
The following statement of the c¢ritic indicates that there was in
Germany s fseling that the world was poorer after his death,

Der Verlsg Kurt Wolff und der Musarionverlag erwarben sich
grosse Verdienste um dils Popularisierung von Anstole France
in Deutschland, Der HMusarionverlag wlll slch keilnes seine
er ergiéhlendon Biicher entgehen lassen, und dle deutsche Ge=
senmt-ausgabe solner Worke lst dort im Entstehen, 8le 1st
dort gut aufgehoben, DNas Bild des Eugdne Cerrildre von
Anatole France gemalt hat 1st vor 14 Jahren in den 8osziasl~
istischen MonatsheXten (1910, II, Selte 994) wiedergegeben
worden, Wir werden das Blld dleses Mannes, dor der gréisste

Geiat Furopas nach dom Todso August Strindbergs war, noch
oft betraschiten mitssen, um uwns von ihm aufrttteln szu lassen, .

4
Bduard Wechssler, professor of Prench 1i§arature,5 also pub=
lished an article on Anatole Franee, October 14, in which he sald
that Anatole France was the astaunchest Freneh representative of the
movement for enlightenment of people in general, He was ". , » der

letzte grosse Ueberlebsnde aus der AltevsgeMﬁinaéhaft, die um 1866
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ins geistige Lebon Frankrolchs eingetreten 1st",.B

In the second of three articles (1924), A. Nloesser speaks of
Anatole Frence's versatility in the realm of intellectusl pursults,
Having been raared by the keeper of a bookstore, he grow up reading
all sorts of books, This resulted in France's becoming an historisn,
& skeptic philosopher, a grammarian, a Latinlst, s humsnist, as well
as @ distihguishaﬂ author, But over and above all this, "Anatole
France war ein orikl#render Gelat,"6

The following year, 1825, Wloesser wrote ths third avticle,

reviewing now J.~ J. Erousaon*s‘book, Anatole France en Pantauﬁ;gg.
This time ¥lowesser showed even deeper insight into Anatols France
then he did in the two studiss preceding, After having indicated
Brousson's peisonal malice snd prejudice, he wrote about Anatole
France as follows: |

Angtole Frenee war eino unbefangens Natur. Anstole Francse
geh¥rto zu den eben nieht selitenen Yoenschen, die in der Jugend
nieht glttcklich aein k@nnen, zu den reizbaren und achtichte-
ernen, die sioh lelcht gostosson fihlen, ohine wieder stosse
cn zu k@nonen. Solche Leute ohns Hornheut zum Schutz, ohne
Fllenbogsn zum Trotz, breuchen den Erfolg, den Ruhm, um
sich Uborhaupt sicher zu fithlen, um ihren Leunen und Fine
fHllsn mit splitem Gonuss, mit bewusatsr philosophischer Pe~
friedigung folgen zu kSnnen, Solche Lesuts woerden Ironiker,
aber sde pflegen ihre Jugend nachguholen, indem sie sugleich
welse und kindhaft werden, indem gle eine zweite Halvitlit
gewlnens Brousson Zelgt uns seinen Malstor sehy nshe in Pane
toffeln, im Senlafrock, in Unterhosen, in noch wenliger, eben
als einen Groasscn, fdr den nichts zu kKlein ist, in dem ein
Kind spilelt und von dem =8 wic von seinem tapforen Profeasor
Bergeret heéseau konntes »r war voll Welshelt, aber or war
oin Yensche

Raoul Auernheimer modifiled his judgment of Anatole France tn
his second article, which was published after Franae‘s'death. In
1915 Anatole France seemed to him to be an average Frenchmanj now
he was & towering personality with a vast asccumuletion of knowledge.

Now Anatole France is called without any resorvation the last of the
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Eneyeclopedists, Auernhoimer likewlse ersdlited Anatole France wilth
marked universallity, as the following statsment clearly shows:

Sein Genius, dom die IfvanzUslische Spracie ihre klingenden

Fltigel 1lieh, hatte li#ngst schon alle Landesgrenzen tbarw

flogen, und nun, de or olne allzu grosse Uebsrwindung verw

rmtlich, von oinor nicht sch¥ner gewordenen frde sich ab-

scheld=t, dUrfte es in allen fHnf Welttellen wohl kaum

einen Jobildeton geben, der nicht wlsste oder noch gumindst

in seincn Herzen ehnke, dass diiéser Franzose allen Nationen

gzatorven ist.S _

In an erticle of October 15, 1924, ¥Fritz Schotthifer differoen=
tiates Anatole France from Flaubert, Haupassant, and Zola. For all
thrse of these Freach writers, acoording to Schotth8fer, art was
for its own sako = "die Kunst um der Kunst allein Willsn da war'.
But on the other hand, the oritlc maintained that Anatols France

« s » Wollte dar M@raliat‘sein, der durch das wivkt, was

er sagt, und nicht, wies er es sagte. Frellich das Wle

wurde ihm das beste Vehikel flilr dle Propaganda aeliner

Ideen,?
Schotth8fer states further that Anatole France could not be influsno-
ed by any school or system and that he was the lonely follower of
his own art. Notwithstanding, Anatole France was not left alone:
many young writers came to him to learn and to gst inspired, In his
last ysars, hs lived 1like Voltairs, a sort of "Weltmelster", spealt-
ing through his books which aru replete with wisdom for the whole of
humanity, In preperation for such 1living at the end of Bis 1ife,
Anatole France thoroushly studied the olassies, the theology of the
Middle Agos, and the period of the Renalssance, as well as the whole
history of his people, Although this vest eruditlon did not dry up
his mind, he lacked the pasaion wnieh drove both voltaire and Diderot
to aection, Therefore, he will be countad not among the reformers
but among the great moralists of France, And so the arieig con-

cludes:
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« o ¢ in ihm lebte nicht mehr das Leidenschaftliche, das in
Voltaire, in Diderot Jeden CGedanken zu elner Tat machte,
Jenen hat die Polemik, die Revolts dle Feder geftthrt, ilm
der morallslerende Hintergedanke, Aber das, was er genz von
selber gab, das war die "nonchalance”.1®
Hermann W@hdel noted on October 16, 1924 that Anatole Fianae
wes of pure Gallle blood and that by temperament he felt at home only
in his own country; mentslly however hs erossed continually all the
soelal and politieél borders of this earth, Just as Voltaire was
rogarded by many poople in his old age as tho patriarch of'Ferney,
s0 Anetole Trance was considered as the patriarch of %a Eéehelieris
during the lest few years of his life, is death csused mourning
to the wholo world,ll «
ﬁeiﬂrich Hann, brothor of Thomas Mann, in an article on "Skep-
sis und Lisbe", published about a weck after Frencetls death, asserted
that Anatole France was not as great as Renany but that he was in
full possession of everything French, Mann sumwerized the maln
points sbout Anatole France in thrse sentences:
Pin Achtzlglihrigor, der viel g:liedbt wurde.

Ein Schariftsteller, der den gr8sstmSglichen Teil der M¥enschen
zu Leasern hatte,

Ein Goelst, der zusanmenfaaste: mehrere Jahrhunderte fra?zG*
sisehen Ceistes und slle seine XKimpfo 1 letzten . . ¢ 17

Fs0.Erdmann (1924) wroto gbout Anatole Franse the men in ap-
precletive terms. To thia critic, Anatole France was not a prophet,
nor & fighter, but he was a valiant man, an independent spirit, and
above all s philosophor.

"Schaut 1hn nur an} - Niemandem war er untertan,”

In Erdmsnn's opinion, many qualities whioh are seldom found in one
man had united themselves in Anatole France: critical mentality,

¥een ressoning power, artistic taste, sdmiration of the hesutiful in
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811 forms but cspecislly in art, and sn unusual subtlety in conver-
sation,1® Tn order 4o roally understand Anatols Fvénc@, Erdmann
suscasts that 1% 1s nseessary o concoeive himas " ganz % 0 n-
sequenton Relativistenund r ad % k a 1 e n Skeptiker®,
He was en ouemy of systems and metaphyslcs.l4 Brdmann sees a re-
semblanec hoetwenn Anaiols France and Hietzsche,especially in the
idens of morality, for we roead:
Aber Anatole France war nilcht sin Mann der grossen Geste
er liebte nlent Pathos und Felerlichkelt; er apottete
lieber in seiner unendlich ammutigen, g-olasseonen Art, als
dass er slch triibsinnig oder entriistet geblrd,t hétte, An
alleon Moralen het or kaum weniger einschncidende XKritik
getibt =1s Wietzache, Aber wie viel bedingter, liebens-
witrdiger und im Jrunde tberlegeonor ist seine Art als dilo
outrierte, zowsltsame Ausdruoksweise Nietzsches,l1d
~ When Anatole Franée aams to the end of his long and actlve 1life
on October 12, 18924, thore went from us a sovereipgn and towering
personality. He was not by nature constituted to be popular, being
extremoly out of his time, and yet, he Decame one of the most widely
known of Freuch writers, Hrdwmann also states that at France's burlal
officials of verious ranks gathereds church dignitaries and military
officers, diplomats and clerks, leftists and monarchlsts, to pay
homage to this Communist and radical free-talnker, whose books were
on the list of the Papel Tndex of forbidden resding., Irdmann suggosts
that: "Sein Ruhm hatte etwas so paradoxes wie scine genze Peradnlich-
keit",16
Max Hoehdorf expressed almost similar views in an article pub-
lished in the Sozialistische Monatshefte of the same yesr, We read
as followst
Dle Parteien einigten sich tiber seinem Grab, das helsst,
jede Partsl meinte, das Genle hebe zu ihr gehtirt, das Genle

habe fHir sie die Gedn ken ausgedacht, die der Unsterbliche
keit slcher sind.l?
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"he shysicloglist and the rhysiognomlst eombined In Anatols Francej
he understood all the mothods of weepin: and of laushter, In his
snormous thirst for kaswledge, he resembled Tolstoli and Balzac.
Hoehdorf oxplains this ldsa thus:
Anatole ¥France war ein gelehrisr Diehbter, aber auch oin
diehtendor Gelehrtor, HEr lst in selnem ungeheurecn issons-
durst Genios vom Sehleg Tolstols oder Balzacs vorwandte Er
liess sich keln Gebiet der Theologie, des Aberglaubens, dor
Hystlk, der Alchem’: und der Sterndeuterei entgehen » . .
p betrachtete dis Plnger des Buchh#ndleras « « » Br suchte
die Welt, die iln umgsb, nach den Schwestern der Jungfrau
von Ovldans oder der orisntalischen Furbtisenen des Altertums
ab, Er ontdeckte {berall Gleichnisse, dureca die dies Gegenw
wart mlt dem, vas war, verkaUpft wurde, =r war ein Wlger,
und er war glelchgzelitig cin rPfadfinder dureh die Xleinige
kelten des Alltagslebens,i8
The eritic gows further, statlng that Anatole Frencu was a skeptie
"den sehr wammes Blut durehfloss" and that he sucoesded in being &
eritic, writer, and artist at the same time. Aad in addition, "I
wayr ein rolem'kor, er war ein Lyrikevr, er war ein Traglker', IHe was
20 muesr Frosen that oven the Ibalians found 1t diffieuvlt to translate
his works. It is hardly possible to reander the chavm of his language
into ths Gormanic tongucs. And finally, Anatol: France was "dor
Aufkltrer des 20, Jahrhunderts'. e was en onlightensr, quite differ-
ent from those of the lith century, in thats
Seine Vernunft war immer tief hineingetaucht 1in das Blut
des Hergons. Das starke soziaele Gowissen zitterte in ihnm.
Selbst wenn er einen Hund schilderte « « « Die AufklHrer
des 18, Jahrvhunderts glaubten nmur, dass noch in den Wegern
ain Bttck von dieser Alkibiladesseele vorhandon sei, Dieses
susbrelten des Goftuhla, das nicht vor den Nebenmensehen
heltmechte sondern auch zu den Tieren, zu den Steinen und
den PLlanzen hinﬁherwandaite, zelcehnete den Aufkliiver
Anstole Irance ausy « ‘,g
Jonannes Thomas (1925) in treating the subjeet of "Anatole
Franoe, der Monseh der Vergangenheit,” indloates that style, form,
end general lit:urary tendencles comnnected him to the time of Montaigne

and of Voltaire, although in other reapests he was the son of the
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19th econtury. Horeover, sccording to Thomas, Anstole Prance cannot
be speelfically mut Into any vorlced of time, boeause:

A Thibault o « » roeorMocntlort doch au fond de son coeur
die genze historische Psyciologic und 106010Z180hH=

stilistische Tredition der fronglsischen Rourgeolsle in
ihrer politisch~ materialistischen Heuptvervurzelung, <0

buring the following wyear, 1925, more than half a dozen out-
stending Yorman eritics or writers published their views on Anatole
¥rence. n on article  entitled ".natole France," Walther

RKuchler, edltor of the Houeren fprachen and femouws nrofessor of

Frenech, doslgnaltes snatcls France as the last of the kind of men that
Montaigne, Voltalre, and Renan were. Mors specifiecelly the critie
REYSE
Der Nachkomme von Mengechen, die sich 2lle durch eine susser-
ordentliche Leichtighkelt und Bewegllehkeit des (eistes augw
zelehnon und in der Froelhsit und Unabhingigkelt lhres Gsoistes
keln anderes Gesotz kemnen wls den Geboten dieses Geistes zu
folgen,

- Der Nachkomme eincs (leschlechtes wvon Monsehon, dile man Hserrene
mengehen nennen kWnnte » « » Gelstige Harrenmsnsahgg und foline
Eplkurbier. WYonsehon des Glanbens und dor SKkepsis,”

They were bsalievers in themsslves, in reuson, and in the power
of thought, as well es in the goodness of nabture, in progress, and in
the ultimate victory of truth and righteousness, #But they were
skepticel at the same btime sbout man's opinlons, deeds, and feelings.
Anatole France was morve or less like them, because:

Zu ihnen gehUrt anatole Franse als Denker, Dlshter und
Kitnstler, In dieser vornehmen franzBasischen Tradition wur-
zelt er. Fr var mit Bewusstsein gﬁgnzoae. Tnd als Frane
zose fthlte er silch als Lateiner, '
And, in addition to all this, Anatole Franece was the most charming
"rhetoriqueur® and sophist; he wes alse very skilled in hendling
words and in exprssaing paradoxiesl 1doas, 2D

Eugen Lerech (1925) finds that it is difficult to understand
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Antole Frauce, He writes un avticle on "Pos “roblem Anatole
Frenoe.” In thi. srtlolc hoe states that "Jo mear wman von ihm welas,
degto weniger wipd man avs 1hm klag®. Sven the Fpench zoople find
this tru~, Fronch eritics do not agrec in their views ahout Anatole
France and have advenced warious thuorices about hime
nd so goht s niecht bloss uns, sondern sor/ory scinon Londse
loutens Was habon sle alles fiy verzweifelte Theoricn aufe
gestellt, um sich das vorbliuffendo Phinomen zu erkliren,
dass Anatolo Prance, der an allom zweifslte, dor alles 1ro-
nisierte, Vergengenheit wle Gegenwart wis Zulkumft, der je-
den Glauben, Jedes Dogma lichelnd zernfltUckbo, « » o2
Alght or wrong, Lerch advoncos the idea that Anstole I'rance
war a "gangopr lensch", and that he was more a men oF action than of
lronic meditaslon. He wrote his books out of eompulsioni but he
aeted wililiovt hesiitation ocut of hils own convictlon. 25
Richard Schaukal, a quitc promimmnt Gormun lyrie poet, who
ruklisked at least four studies of Anetole France, poilnts out in
his first article "Anatol: Irance: Gedaslen én_seinem Crabnicl’, tha
fnatole Franc: wos not king of a lliterary realm es was Voltalre;
ﬁhat he wez only a "Stadthalter”, Jor was Anctole rance "Selbst-
herrgctior®; Instoad, he was subject to uncortain in‘luonces., ‘Ore-
over, Anatele France was not original, but "ein “rgebnis"; hc was
not a ro-d’scoveror - nerely a coll ctor and prescrvor.26 The noet -
aisﬁlays lack of information about the way Anstole France conme to be
called “"France" when he writes: "Anatole Frence sich geruhig den
Nemen Frankrolich bellegen durfen”, AaAfter this he rightly suggests
that Anatole France was France (Frankreich), ﬁhat he was the "gelat-
iger Ausdruck" of his country and the expression of the historicsl
development of the French people into s nation.27 Pinally, touching

on the ldea of tradition, which is mentioned by nearly every G-<rman

eritic, Schaukal writes:
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Anetoln France 1ab don lomentsn Semdss, dio 00ine 11801oy-
lgchie Frschelnung aunsmaciien, anzusprechen als Klassiker, als
Fatlonellsts » o » mon slohd, dass e eine Sublimierung
des franzvsischen (felstes bedoutet, . « 20
Kagimir idschmid (1925) declures that Anatols France was a
great man. Tho Fronch writer 1i;htensd the paths of 11fe end made
soeial rrovhesliess Mo had the minsn of Touls XIV, Gombetta's power,
Fontenellet's courtly disnosition, end at the semc time the robell-

ious wavs of J.~J. Pousgesu, In shord:

fr ist oy gobildetste Monm seinep lation, deggklﬁgate
Hann Fraakrolchs und sein zartsstoes Gewlssens

Edsehmid is pearhaps more cemylim@ﬁtﬁry than moat of the other Gorman
eritics. He speaks of Anatole France as a spark of that wisdom for
which the Greeks went regularly to Delphi, for which Moses ascended
Mount Sinai, and whileh is expressed in literature oncc about every
hundred years. Consecuently, the eritic counsels his own countrymen
thus:

Bs 1st die edelste PFiicht elnes Deutschen, diose mit Grisse

gemischte Erlcgenhelt restlos in elner Pigur su bewurderm,

die, wle Anatole France, als vollendeter Frenzose und als

grosgeor PuropHor, zu_don boesten Golstarn gohdrt welche dluse

Welt heute Bewohnen,9

Hermann Ingel (1925), speeking of Anatole ¥rance the mén, Obe

gsorved two things: first, his humor whieh grsatly helps the GCermans
to appreciate his works and whieh 1s not to be found in most French
wrltersy second, his vast learning whiech did not interfere in any
way with the play of his wonderful imagination. IFngel himsslf imagin-
ed Anatole Trance sitting behind o steack of old manuscrints, always
hunting for some additionél information, or uncov-ring an old legond,
Without being able to sce with his worneout rvhysieal eyes, he beheld
visions which amargéd from his innersslf. Bub: "Dabel war or dooch

kein varknﬁehérﬁer, nur der Vergangenheit zugéwandtar Gelehrter”. 51
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The year 1926 ¥as vory lean as far as German oriticism of
Anatole France 1s concerncd. I have been able to trace only four
erticles tnat were published during thls year, one of which is by &
major eritic, Viector Klumpurer.3= Jacobh (vermuns considered Anatole
Frence as important & representative of his country, from the stand-
point of avrt, as was Ralzae, Stendhal, or Flaubort.

Alle sndere sind grosce Kunstler, Anatole l'vance aber volle
endet gie ersta. ir ist dsr Gelst Frankrelchs, wihrend sle
nur dic ~inzelnen Glieder sind, Anatole Franeoe ist dls.
letzte abgskilftrthelt der franzlisischen Romens o0 ‘

M, ¥, Ippolshoimor speaks of asnatole France as "Li8ms llvres-
que®, No other French writer lived so mueh with books, was nourished
by books, and cducated with the help of books, as was Anatole Franee;
He 1ived in the world of books as others live im the world of busi-
ness, lﬂonsequentlyz

Er, dey mehr und in tioferow Simnce als lrgend ¥lner, den

er dzrum beneidete, bawohnt und besseassen war von elner
fime livrosgqua,.d4

walter Bottschalk published in 1927 one of the most comprohone

sivs articles on Anatole France that we have from the pen of any
German ceritie. While giving information about ¥rance's family,
Gottschallk stetes that both the father and the mother came from
humble country folk,. Yhe father grew up as a peasant boy in Anjou
and was illiterate until serving his millitary term. Not much is
¥nown sbout the mother, except that she was a very plous and induse
tious woman,5® Tt was supposed bv some eritiqaaé that the nanme

"pPpance” was a nom de plume of tho writer, Gottachalk rectifiecs this

misunderstanding by £iving the following facta:

ter Neme Anatole France ist nicht elgentlich eoin Pseudonvm,
er badoutet nilett, wie oft gesegt wind, ¢in Symbol,
. Fran;ois-Anatole Thibault hat sich nicht den Nomen sceines
Lendes zugelsgt. France ist die in Anjou Ubliche Diminutiv-
forn fdr rangois., France wurde der Veter des Dichters als


dan.ua

104

Eind peprufen, spBtor hiess der PuchhMndler im Rokannten-
¥veis sllgemein our der pdre Francod . « o or Sohn hut
allmthlich don Vornamon rFrance als Familiennanmsn fHbore
nommen. In seinsr Jugend schrisb under Dicnhiter bald noch
Anatolo Prance~-M™ibanult, hald schon einfach Anabole Prance, St

For the wmost part, Gottsehall comments on Anatelis Fronce's
books, s choervations on him sg a man conasist of a fow gonesrali-
ties, suech as: "Anatols Franee war eine gelstig Ub:rragonis Persine
lichkzeit, abor ey blich doeh nur ein Mensch'3; ¥ , « « erkunnon wvir
ihn raser als oinon trHgen, Ubaraus welenlichen uwnd stark sinnlich
veranlegion onn o o 7§ only through groeat offort was he ahio to
come out of his customary lethargy for uny kin! of wmrk;ﬁg and, "Es
fehlte ilm der hoisse Atom der Jugsnd, das fsurige und sprihende
Temperamonts Kraft und T.eldenschafi im edlon Sinne blicben thm fast
v1llg unbekannt®,59

Alfred Pillet reneabted Gotisehallk's explanation o the origin
of the name "Frange® four years later, 1931, aui alsc corrected an-
other falze impression. HBegsuse of inatole !'rance's gZealous :iding
with Zole on baehalf of a Jew, there arose in (ermany s suapieion
that ¥France was a Jew.40, #iliot presented tne facts that Anatole
France was distinetly a Parisian, s Roman Catholic by roaring, and
a wan who understood oidldren.®l This eritic furnishes some informs-
tion concerning Franse's duomestic troubles. e roads

Seine Fhe ging bereits nicht mehr, alse or Mademe Armen do
Jaillavet vorgestellt wurdoe; sie wurde dann bald gellst,
das ¥ind blisb bel der Yutbter, Gewlss hat der launische
und wazuverifissige France sinon guten Tell der Schuld ge-
tragen, aber die grdssere Schnld lag wohl auf der teite
der ?raa, die don Ausnshmemenschen niggt varstand und
gogar ihn zu Ubergchen glaubtos » « »

In a lengthy study on Anatole France'sa art of writing novels
by Robert Rlanck in 1934, we are téld that Anatole France a3 & man

was thorcughiy Freneh in his thoughts and feelings, that hs was well-
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grounded in the tradlilon of th: Ivench elasslca, and %:at he was
the lest repriosentative of this tradition as woll as tho last humane
186.%%  Books were the world in wileh Anatole Franeo lived, moved,
end had nig'b@ing, for by nature he was more inelined to gbudy and
reflection than to physical aetivity. This typieal Prenchnan pe-
culiarly ewbodie! various French writ.ra of tho waBTe Qonquuehtly.
alementa were evidsnt in his Bhinlting that geem contradioiory. Blanek
ezpresses this ides as follows:

Franee 1st der Irbe Pousseaus, PRacines, Voltaires, Renans,
und manchey anderer. Ho gind disc widerasorocheondsteon Tle-
mente und Idson In ihe vereinigt. 3ins hatten sio aber
gemeinsems die Peweglichkeld dos Geistes, dic sieh auf
FPyance in verstirklon Yesse vererbt hat;i‘

Helnrich %, Kirchhoff in 1935 was in agrecoment with other
crities when h: stated that Anatole France was o man whom i1t was dif-
fienlt to understand sad %o evaluate,

Frances wunderbare Wigenheit - g2oin Bild steht noekh houte
in der li‘erariscion iritik umstritteon da - ist kium gu
fagsen, INs ist ung-mein schwer, diesen gescimoidigen und
Dlegsemen Canseur als Mansch wio ala Hlnstleor ganz einzu-
fangen, o

-Morzover, Anetole France was a restless spirit: he had read every-
thing and hoard all the opinions, without arriving at any definite
conclunion,46 mnig diffienlty is cnhenced by ths unnsual combination
of many eraftsmen in Anatole Frances Ve read:

Franee 1st immer der Nenkey, Kinstler, Polemiker, Fhilosoph,
Eritiker und Sehvngeist 2 u g 1 ¢ 1 chi dice vershiodonen
Geistesclemento des Pinkers, dos Kunstlers, des rhilosophon
uswe treten nie gesondert und unebhingig voneinaunder auf,
gie durchdiringen sich vicimchr gegenselbig = das oine von
dem andnrern beelnflusst und bodingt - und lassen in ihrem
Zusammensgcihwingen und Zusammenklingen des Vesen Anatole
Frsnces in seiner ganzen GrBsse erscheinen, mit all der
wunderbaren Vielfarbigkeilt und Hig@aagt, dic diess komplie-
sierte Persdnlichkeit in sich birgt,*% '

This d@m@licated personality Ls presented in & somevhat diffarent

form in almost every one of France's bookss As a result, we maey
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loayn somabthin, now about tﬁe,aw*%op'a narsonallty in oac: of his
novslda  Vho thyoe ghevscitors thab ave most tynical of snatole France

0. Gylventre Jomard, "onsleur Bovgored, and Abh8 Goign nrd.ég

“he last onrsy 1ike FPranern, has road everything nad ¥novs wuchi he
is a fri-.d of the "bousuinistes™ “hom he freguently visitss and, he
iz = YPoliner and polchor (olabh,29

o fst sine Perotnlichitelt von mwneev@mlichor 5ip wnart, dle
Jeder Zinordnung in die ublichan 03"010105i80¢8n und 1iter
Bk mlsto“’“cu1“ Tingchachtelungen spottet, Tn seiner Yere
son vercinigen sich dis widorsprech ndsten Hlgenachafton,
Br 1st 2in kyrltiseher lopf, acharfsinniger Tlenk: r, subtiler
NMalektiker und dochh sln echicyr Kinstler, 7in Eonner von
erlasanom Goschmacks 7Tiebte und pries die fichinheits in
21100 Tormene

&

o NG

£

Blpchhefl zeoms to rspeat throughoubt his artlele the id-a of Anatole
Francels belng e versatile wman whose naturse was many-sided and whose
sersonallity was se colorful and rich that the roader finds agalin and
agalin veriations of it in vhatever book of Anatole ¥rance he happens
TO PETUBS,

Tor gutmitige, «lte Gelchrte, dur fiherlegon-lichainde

Puﬂ?nurg dexr Vielwisser, der immer andsrer Heinung 1st,

der aggrossive Denker und scharfeironische Polomliker,

der Wlnstler, dor ZAsthet, alle stsllen sils Seiten dar,

dl- sien in dem Autor zu dem kRomplizlerten Ganzen ver-

sinigen; sle slnd Avbstraktlionen seines weolten Wssens und

knmen, so gesehen, das verschlelerte RBild der Peratnlicl 51

ikeit deuten helfen, die in Anetole France vor uns ateht,

And even as late as 1938, 41fred ESnsch, 1in hls book Anatole

France und das achtzehute Jshrhundert, declares that Franee 1s still

a paychologlieal puszlc, whos~ mysterious smile is difficult bo
interpret ond whose braln may be comparad with tho thoeator of the
marionettcn, alveys in comnotlion, slways acting and contradicting.
"Froneo ist in der Tat oin weltanschaulichos Chamiileon."02 Alvesdy
gs & chlld =nd youth, h:t anprarod droamy, nensive, solitary, sad

vebelllioug to compulsnlon. arlv in 11if2 ho abandonad formglistie
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ballefs and Int-rested himsolf deenly In the thought of the 18th

ta s,
century. 03

Z2e The Writer and Criﬁiae

Ae The Writer.
Nearly every critle, whoss eriticism was published during this
parimd; had something to say about Anatole France as a writer; harde
1y anything was sald aboubt him as a eritic, Niscussing Trancels
poetic trslts, Curtius (1924) designates him as "Dichter dor Erinner-
ung"., Meny of his most meorltorious works received thelr poetic
eharm from the scaones of chilldhood and the thoughtful melancholy
early years of manhood. We was not thersfore as a noet a "Vorfithler”"
or "vegberelter”, types not necessarily most important. He wes a
"sendPfer eines Zeitbewusstseins", a "Nachftthler und Bewshrer der
Kultur", a type of greabter importance than a mere echo of the time
in which he livoed.
In solchen Stimmungen entfaltet Anatole France elnen cle-
glsenen Zeuber und cinen zHrtlich unschuldizon Humor, Ja
iech mBente sagen olne Cemtitsinnigkelt, die uns Deutsch=s
seltasan vervandt beritthrt.
‘“ine Reschaulichkeit, die sich liebevoll ins Vergangene
verseakt - das ist eolne der seelischen Wurzeln von Anatole
Frances Schaffen, Sile bestimmt auch soin Yerh¥ltnis mur
Gosechichte,

However, Curtius also ohserves that.
7it der vorwlrts doutenden Diehtung und Gelstigkelt der
letzton Jehrzehnte hatte FPrance kaum =ine Bertthrung, und
diz jungen Generationen standen ihm fremd, wo nlcht ab-
lchnend pogentiber, 4

In the second article that apprared on the following day,
Curtius comvents on France's style, saving that 1t is clear, spark-

ling, ironieal, and that it embodies the French literary tradition
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of threc csnturles, Willions of readers all over the world have a
better picturse of Freneh culbturs after vpeading Anatolo France's
books, ™o has becoms the elassieist of his nation and his works
will be read wherever the Freneh language is known, Although not a
crestor of new genres in the world of literature,

Nennocin trug Francs als Sehriftsteller mit RHeeht den Jamsn

seines Tandes. Klt-ste Art lateinisch-gallischon Volkstums

lebte in 1hm auf im zeuber vollendeter Form « » » Ubsrasichie

liche, gepflegt und ohsn wis ein Garten Lonbdtres ist die

Xunst von Anatole France, #Win frenzBsischer Park mit Ziere

ghingen und l¥chelnden GUOLterbild :rn. =Hin Griechenhimel

blaut dartiber . » » Antike Velishelt und snmibt tént von sein-

sn Lippen, 5B
Curtius also obsorves casually that Anatole France knew how to tell
atori-s abcut childrsn and that mothera will always We thankful to

him for Lc Potit Pierre,bt

Not many of the Garmen critics had the opportunity to hoar
Anetole France speak., Raoul Auernheimsy (1924} was ons of the few
who did. His evoeation of this svperience is worth recording here,
egpeclally since ;ﬁ apesks of France's style iIn oral expression.

Gleich oinem antiken Lahrer dor Weltweishelt sass er an
scinem Sehroibtisch vor einem HWalbkrais von Jingern, und
honigseliss troff das Wort von seinen Lippen. Ich habe nile
ein sch¥neres FranzBsisch und dieses schbne, bsredie Sprache
nie schiiner spreciion hiren als in dies-r denkwlirdiien Vier-
telstunde, Dabeil lag dem alten Herrn - @y war schon damals
tiber dle Seecizlg - nlents fernar, sls dle landléufige Schin-
rednerei., Hr sprach fiber ein sehr unphilosophisches Thema:
die sog=nanntc Separation, die Trennung von Staat und Kirche
» s s M1t wolechem Anstand, welchom heiteren Weltverstand,
weloier gnlstgestittigten Anmut, welehem -~ o8 gibt keln
deutscnes Wort daftir -~ Attizismusl DNiese seine Sprache war
unabhiingic von JSegenstend und adelte einen jeden. Aber es
war nicht nur Sprache, os war auch Gosinnmung » « ¢ und ien
erinnerte mich leicht, dess dleser feine, alte Herr .« «
degs dieger selbe Anatole France, der wie ein grlechiacher
Yolner redete und wie ein Flaregginer Goldsohmied aus dem
sechzehnten Jahrhundert sussah,

Tduard Weehssler (1924) prodietaed that even though Anatole

France will not be alweys rogarded as a great poet and seer, he will
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pess into postsrity as "ein grosssr Lobenswelser". Spoaking of his
style, Wechssler obasorved that no other writ:r of Prance's timo is
comparable %o him from the standpéint of sentence structure, rhythm
and harmony of sound,®8

Vietor suburtin (1924) characterized France's styl: as very
elear, colorful, and m-lodious, The critic added that Volbalrels
l&ngnage wnan comparad with that of anatols France scenms diluted
("wﬁégarig") and that the tranaslation of FPrancets works is reélly
"eoin Unding". Therefore the critic conjseturcs that perhaps Anatole
France is only to be underastood completoly by those Frenchmen who
posgssess the highest intsllectual culture, 89

Fritz Schotthtfer (1924) spsaks of France's immnity to liter-
ary lnflu=nces., Althoush he walked, from the standpoint of time,
along with Plaubert and “aupassant, he was not in the least influcnce
ed by either one, Sburget'ﬁ Sigeiple had a tremendous vogue for
sbout two decades, without affecting in any way Trance's style or
subjzet mattcr. The only 1nf1uenca.that can'be dotectod in his
works 1s that of ¥rench Classiclsm. For this reason, Anateole France
was of little influence in his turn upon the younger generation of
writers in his daye.

fine PeraBnlichkeit, dle otwas zu sagen hat, kann es inmer

auf ihre Art sagen. Sie braucht sich nicht in eine Richt-

ung einpregssen zu lassen, braucht such keine Zugestlndnilsse

an don Goschmack, an die Mode zu machen. TNarum hat France

auch kelnen #influss auf dle jJjtngere Literatur ausgetibt,

Segg Binfluss war hiwr‘néght snders als der, der auf seine

ganze Lesewalt tberging,
The eritic sdds that Anatole France lacked the sensa of evil and
thet thsr-fore his seo:se of the tragic was also weak, Consequently,

he could not compose dramas. His only tragedy Les Hoces eorinthe

iennes is theatrically o failure and Craingucbille borders on the
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grotegcue, 6l
Herman Wend~l (1924) remarked merely that Anatole ¥rance was
considered the greatest prosc-writer sinees tie time of the author of
A ey ’ ] - Tad MY
Candids and that he wes frequently called "Racine dev frenzSsischen
Prosa® .62
ax Hochdorf (1924), touchins on Francets style, wrote:
ur war oin ungeheuer elodlker, aber ein ¥elodiker, der mit
ganz Besensldenen und sehllchten Mitteln arbeiteto, Fr
liebte ¢s niemals gelinc Sprache zu orchestriercn. an Konne
te ihn ntehtern finden, wenn man nicht den gchelmen vib-
rierenden Sinn dleses besondern Anetole France-Stils enb-
dockte, Wonn er trotzdom oln Se riftsteller von curop#is-
chor Galtung wurder, so gsschah das, weil er die Gﬂ@%rne
sugsserordentlich von verstaubten Sedanken reinigte,b3
Jdohannss Thomas, probably a third-rate eritic, considered
anatols France a bettor Journalist than poet. Thomas wrote in 1925
Denn Anatole Irance war kein wehrer Dichter . . » viclmehr
mir ein - Sehriftsteller. Yy hat dle R o 1 1 e des Dich-
ters nur g < 8 p 1 ¢ 1 &3 es zu sein war er zu trockeny
selin Prophetentum war ein nach rtichwlrts gewandtes; or warp
vieluwehr nur ein journalistiseher Humanist,
Walther Kichler (1925), on the other hand, thought that
Angtole France had poetic inspiration equal to that of the writsr of

Paul et Virginle and that his language was as pure as that of

Villeharduin, Tn Eftechlert's opinion,

Anatole France war der grazilseste Rhotoriker und ophist,

den man sich denken kann, Min Zsuberer der “orte, ein ‘

Liebhaber der Paradoxe, dsr feinate Literat - cins tmelle

dss Genusses fur die Freunde reffinlerter spracilicher

Kunst. Fin Kinstler und kein Kamprsr.aﬁ

Kesimir EBdschmid (1925), one of the most vigorous spokesmen of

the expressionistic movemont in literature, was more favorably im-
pressed with Anatole France's ability ss a noveliat than other
eritifs, In fact, "dschmld pronounced him the greatest novelist of
his time. Comparing him with other ‘uropesn writers, the oritiu

wrote:
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wr ist offsnbar der grésste Tomencier den das abendland
im Augenblick basitzt » » « DPAnnuazio bleibt neben France
immer eln begronzter Ttallensy « « « Gorki 1st cbonfalls
v6llig an s=ine Heimabt gebunden. NDer IhglBnder Fipling
ist =ine verstnlichkelt von gevsltigen Format, aber er
verkirnort lediglich dle gepengerte ¥oust mit dom Sehvert,
welehe Enolend gross machte. Verglelchbar mit Prance ist
in Furopa houte nur der irische Stickeschrelber Bernard
Shaw und der norwegische Romasncler Xnut Hamsun, ©

R. Schaukal (1925}, the Cerman lyric poet of note, comuonting

on e translation of Faul Gasell's Die Vormitiage dexVilie Sald, speaks

about fnetole France as & groat writer, a perfect styllst, and a
magter of khe Prenoch langnens.S?  And, in snother article {(1925),
under th: title of “Godmnkun an seinem Grebmal®, Schaukal asserts
that Anatols France will be known to nany future gonerations, in
féct, as 19ng a8 the French lan:uege lives, becsusoc:

Das gsnze 18, Jehrhundert, das scilt Chénier, dem Ausklang

des berelts verkl¥rten 18., und deoy Sta¥l, dem selbstbe-

wugsten stirmenden Auftakt der neuen Zelt, sich In glinze

endeon uxperimenten versusgabt, von Balzac Hber Beyle und

Flaubert bis Vallarmf, hat Anatole Prance in seiner

Sprache, die leicht und schwebond ist wis die Cazotthes

und ¥®ivarols, dennoch aber gleich dilesen und ihresgloich-

en Paseals wirdiz und der §8vigné, gleichssm von gesarmslw

ter Flls sbgeschipft,©d

Bugen Lereh (1925) not only aprees with Curtius that Anatole

France wes a noet of recollections (Fhichter der “rlnnerun:"), who
wrote "so vieler Ritekblicke mus seine Kindheit", but also adds thats

ir 1st nlcht so sehr ein Pichter als ein DNDidsktiker, ein

Moralist - elin Yorallst, wie dic Literatur seciner Hatiom

ihrer so viole hervorgebracht « » « FPrance lat kein ichw

tery das 1st ein Irrtum, in dem ¢r szlber befansen vwary

und der heute noch glemlliceh verbreitet 1sty 5 o »
TLerch assorts in this connection that leter histories of literature
w1ll classifv Anatole Franes as a "Nidsktiker" and not as a "Dichter"
such as Voltaire was, It will then be understood why he wrote such

books as Opinions Soeldles and Yers 1<s Temps meilleurs, and the

bond thet unit=4d Anatole “ranse the novelist with Anatclé France the
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men, interested in soeclal condltions ("Politiker"), will be exrlain-
ed:K)Lerah further contends that "aAls Didektikor 1st Anatole France
sclbatiindirer denn als Dichter, ~'» 1st kein enschensch@pfor vie
Ralzae oder asuc: nur Zola." 71  Furthermore, vhoever roads all of
France's works digcovers that there is mue» ropstition and that as
& rulce it is the anthor who is deplcted, or his ovn Immediate sure
roundings., Jvery time Anatole ¥rance tried to rortray a character
other than himself, he was nob succosaful, '~ Regarding Francaets
style, Loreh is just gs gevere:

Seln 8til endlieh, soin vinl gerllhmber 3tll, ist eine go-
sehickte Mischung aus Volteiroe, Habelals, Yontalgne, Sterne,
Swift und Dickens) diese nenut “wiegler (8. 16), wobel er
aber leubert und Renan verglsst. . « Zweifellos 1st aus
all diesen Hlementen durch z#he Wbung otwas lgenes gee
worden - allein was hilft der geschliffenste Sti1l,; wenn
¢y nicht im Dienste elnes grossen ¥enschensehSpfers steht?
Zuoch der Sti1l1 dos Anstole France ist eln didaktischer, keln
die:terisciner, Fr ist klar und einfach, lelent und witzlg -
nicht tief, nient farbig, nicb&mwﬁrzigg nicht roctisch, Thm
fehlt die Sonwere, der Gohalt, '™
Lereh coneludes his arbticle br pointing out that just as Voltelre's
works ere the key to the 18th century, so Francefs writling will
help the future rcaders to understend Prench civilization oxisting
sbout 1900, "Als Pidaktilter wird Anatole Franee noch eine velle
deusrn,"74

Victor Xlemperer, the learned Gorman eritic and scholer, in

his Gesochlchte der Fransdsischen Literatur (1928) ellows & great
deal of space to Anatole Franes, After referring te Terch's artiale
Aas e study rich in contents, Klemperer approves of Lerch's title,
Nas Problem Anatole Frence", He disagrees however as te the way of
solving thls problem.
e » o 8l er 1924, schiziglhrlis nach ganz erfllltem frichte-
relchem Leben starb, konnte man manche TrklHrun: soines

“eaons lesen, und /ils gehaltvelle 8tudle Fugen Lerchs trigt
mit Reeht den Titel: "Das Problem Anatole France”, Ich
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glaube fr2ilich nichb, dass man dl-zes Problem 1l¥st, Lndenm
=man don Dichter France einilgermessen leugnet und nur den
suf seine alten Tage lmnr atreitbarern, dabel aber nie
aainervéugendlichan Girazie beraubten Didskbtiker golten
l¥#sst., "
Taking up Terch's conteontion that Anatols Trance was gfeater as a
moralist then as 8 wrihor, Klemporer sesms to be 1leoss hostlle and
withholds only the gualificaiions of a lyrie poot,

#r ist kein lyrischer Plastilier, woedar das roln Tyrischo,

noeh das rein Plastlisehs entspricnt sgeinem Wesen, Er

mags gwanglosor werden, rmuss wlaudern, un in selnem "sse

zu scing er muss sheh frel bswogen kBnaecn zwlachen (e

Ml und Cecankon, zwischen bildlicher und begrifflicher
Sprache, or muss don Begriff erwirmen und das Bild ab-

kthilen dftrfen,.?6
Of the few CGorman eriticas who conneet Anatole Francets style

wlkh rococo, Klemperer is one, Designating Ronan as the "Voll-nder"
of French roecoeo, the critic asserts that "In Freace lebt neben dem
Rokoko die Aufkl&rung“.?? In fact, Klemperer becomes more positive
on this point end status that "Ris an das <nde sciner vierziger
Jahre dominicrt doe: das Hokokotum in ihm9,78 Klempuorer does not
commit himself dircetly regarding Franaefs auaelities as a novglist
or story-writors indireetly howaver, the critic auggnsts an adverse
oplnion, as the following statement would Indicate:

#in relci:liches Tatgend Jahre blieb er als Roman= und

¥ovellendichter « soweit man seine (Goschilchton Romane und

Novellen nennen darf - ,Vg

And yet, after briefly anelysingz Orainqguebille, Klomperer emphaticals

1y eslls this story a "dichterische Frucht" and admlts that the
term YTichier” ecannot be witnheld from Anatole France.
. s s trotz allen Plauderns, Mecdltiereas, Politisiersns,
auch trotz aller Stoffttbernanme, hat sieh France als Monsche-
engestaltor bewlhrt, und so kann man ihm in Keiner Phgae
seines Schaffens den Namen eines Dichters absprechen,
walter Gottsehalk (1927) exvleins that as a writer Anatole

Frence was distinetly of the subjectlve or expressionistle kind,
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wnose vorgonallity is r:flscted wveryvhure in hia vworks, and for
whom the ert of writing and 1ifc are vory closely connected,8d
Gottschalk states that Anatole France was naturally more apt at
wpltlng ghort sterincg than novala.

Ton Hotur agus war Treanes Novallisb; und wenn or spiter zum
Roman tbergegangen lst,; so geschan ¢s zumelst nlcht aus
algenen Antrisb, sondsrn untor fremdom Mmick, Nis Hovelle
entaprach seinen Fhigkelten. 8r war vor allem Stilktlinste
ler und konnte geln Talesnt am besten in der kiirgeren
Novelle zeipen, wihrsand der welbsusgosponnene Roman oft
gbtirend selnen Manzol an Phanteslio, an neucn fiadankon,und
elne mangoelhalte ¥ompositlon bokundet. Wrspringlicn hette
aich fnatole Francs goinen Sylwastre Bonnard nuy als Hovaelle
im Sinne dor zeltlich vorsusgegangenen gedacht,B2

Jottschalk attributes Prancoe's election to the "ranch Academy
in 1896 to the "Klarheit,'ﬁnmut und Hleganz" of his style as well as
to his classical ecducation. Thls eritie adds that the demorallzing
features of his stories and novels werc not at that time detected,B83

As sn answer to his own quostion whether Anstole France had
fulfllled his mission as a wrlter, Cottachalk states:

France 1st in den Jahren von 1885 bis 1210 der melstgee

lescne zeltgenUssisene Schriftsteller selnes Landes ge-
wesen, Lr war in dlesem Zeitresum nieht nur der Liebling
der Franzosen, sondern auch des gebildeten Turoplsia,.
Sein Tlehtwerk Ronnte also auf weitoste Kreise grossen
minfluss austtben. Seflelssligen wir uns streager Objeoktli-
vitdt, so miigsen wir erklliven; dass disser Einfluass su-

gloieh srziehlich und verderbllch geweaen 1st,B4
From the standroint of lam nage, Gotischall duslgnates dnatole

France &8 one of the greatest stylists of his country. The care for
style and form had rewained with him since his early days when he
imitated the Parnassians, Tn addition to his classicgl style

Tr war oin unendlich Teinsr Nachzelchner 1lHngst verschwunds-

enayr Zeiten, ein SchUpfer seltener Rilder und eln grosser

Stimpmngsakiingtler, Ind welche Pille suserlesenster Gaben

hat uns sein Humor bescliert, wenn er in duldsamen Jeahren

und splter noct: in Tagen wmilderer Gesinmung zum Vgrachein

kem$ wahrlich, die Kulturwelt verdenkt ihm viel}80

Finally, Gotisehalk concludes that if Anatole France had a rellglon
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4% was his sdmiration of besuty in every form. Cloarncas, chern,
flueney, and sleganee in Frenco's orks invariably glve delight teo
every vead«r who ig able to sez bsauty in_litm?gz‘zzzme.%

Another eritic who bricfly touchos on the subjoct of roeoco in
Frence!s works 1s Heleinpelsheimsr (1927), In hils articlc "L'Ame
livresque - Anetole France", we are told Ghet eritics (¥ppelshelmer
doss not name them) find traces in Franaé!s books of ldeas and de-
tails thes Anstole France derived from wlde resding, This interpola-
tion of dotails and subject matter from history and other sources
constitutes the rmosalc gtyle or rococo in ﬁha works of Anatole
France,87

In sn artlele entitled "Anatole France und ssin Sekrotar®
(1628), Hugen Lerch defends the master ageinst some of the scandal-
ous remarks of his servant. Broussonfs information about France's
way of writing and re-writing his works is superfluous for Lerch,
The oritic know that Anatole France did not come from a family of
writers and that he did not inherit the gift of writing but develope
ed the art through repetitlion. Horeover:

Um die wWahrhelbt zu sagen: ich glaube nicht alles, was Herr
Brousson ersihlt. Seln guter Glaube soll nicht in Zweifel
gozmogen werden, Alleln er ist Feridionale wle Tartarin,
und seinc Landsleute stehen in dem Ruf, dass sle gern eln
bischen fbertreiben, aufschneiden, suspitzen . . » Bel
Brousson kam dls perstinliche Gekrankhelt hinzi . o «
Rrousson ist wie Kriemhild, von lsnger Raches

VYalerin Marou (1929) draws our attention to the familiar
prectice of most ehlldren, that is, of teking a plaything apart and
then tryin: to assemble it, Anatole France was no exeeption to this
instinetive inclination of homo saplens, The exceptional feature

about the French writer was that during his years of maturity he

still retained the desire to take things apart in order to put them
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%agethar again., Anantole Franco erercised this desiro not upon things
but upon ideas.
« » oTdeen und Svsteme schitbtelte or ineinander, gegon-
einander, durcheinandsy, reprisentierte sle in Personen,
1i=as sle denn Mlaloge und Yonologe halten, eus denen
ﬂe;nelw?mgne wu@dgn, Qie §arrka;ge Romans, agedern die
schinste “eschlichben derAweltlitw?atur 8ind, "
dareu stetez further that Francels art cousisted of putiting a great
desl of historical material together and cowbining 1t with hls per-
sonal contermlatlion over conditions of his own time. Anatole France
once wished to compose r novel in vhich love misht be dopleted. His
philosonhiieal wisdom interfeved howover and he nrocesded in his
customary manner to oleborate on the fact that we want to be loved
znd that when we attain that bliss it turns out to he rather wearle
some. 90
Alfred Pillet (1931) snswers sffirmatively the guestion: "Tu
vera zlorie?" (alc) Then the eritie suggests that whoever wants to
know Angtols France the writeresrtist (Ktnstlser) should read his

greatest novels which are: Sylvestre “omnnerd, Thaels, Ta RBtisserie

de la Reine ?édauﬂue, LYOrme du Mesl, Tes Nieux ont soif, ;@,Révolte

des Angea, and selootions from his short stories, ns well as

L'Mistoire comique sand Grafngquebills. The critic adds that ". « o

diessr Kinshler wird deusrn", baeause:

e » s a7 Schriep das anerkannt reinste, fliessendste,
geatnste Franztsisch der Zeit. Auch nach dieser Richt-
ung verpgiich men 4hm gorn mit Voltalre. Nie Sprache,
die or handhabt, ist wie dis FlUte des gefallenen Fngela
Neetaire, der alle Wasen lauschen, und anch die ¥rziéhl.
un§, dle er immer wlederholt, ist die ﬂegﬁfirea von dey
“nEricklung und Bofreiung der Menschhelt,

Traugott Fucha's article (1951}, which examines the study of

Gabriel Nes Hons entitled "Anatole France et Jean Racine; ou, Ta

c1é de 1'Art Francien”, is intercsting enough to be at least cited
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here, Although Muchs does not discuss Anatole France as a writer,
ho positively disagreca with Des Hons who had advenced the idea that
there are simllarities botweon Hacine's and France's ways of writing.

wip gind nicht der Ansicht, dass violen einzelnen Yacine-

Reminiszenzen - 1 n grosses Canges Racine'schen Gelstes

bel France ontaprcchen misse, auf das NDes Hons gliublg und

stillschwelgend hinwcist,.

Sollte cinc grosse Britderschaft nicht unmittelbar zu sptir-

en sein? Doch spilirt man vergebens in der France'schen

tesamtatmosphiire nach Racinetschem Wosensheuch, Belde

sch¥pfen nicht aus der gleichen Quelle, sie sind keine

"upttder”, Frence verh#lt sich zu Racine n i ch t wie

zu seinem Ideal, und dle meisten ktthnen, hehren und

schmﬂck@ndegvargleiehs und Schlffsse Nes Hons! gind Illu-

slon, » « #°%

w11ly Tewinsol states in an artlcle on "Mer Gelst des Wider-
spruchs - Ana‘ole ¥rance” (19831) that ln the psychological sense
Anatole Fraence was a diaslectic writer, 'or him every thesis immed-
iately supgsests antithesis (Saetz und Gegensatz)., Morcover, there
is much persdoxical whim and playfulness in France's works, The
writer (Anatole France) expresses sneering vliows agalnst his own
thinking as well as against thse thoughts of others. In fact, he
soecmed to delight in contradlctions, Anyons reading his works dis-
covoers suew the contrast between the form of representation and the
world ropresented: t1e form is clear, rational and classie} the
world depicted therein is filled with confusion and absurdity.94
Robert Blanck published a study (1934) of Anatols France aes a

stylist in the writing of novels, This study eontains much insicht
as well as sound judgment. The point of doparture seems to be
France's intolligence and vast Information.

Fpance 1st wohl der gelstrelehste Schriftsteller selner

Zelt zu nennen. Die musserordentliche Beweglichkolt und

Lelchtigkeit seines Gelstes 1l#sst ihn seine Gedanken so

gcharf und feln formen dass eg oft unmbglich 1st, die
Umrisse deutlich zu erkennen, o
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Blanck nert mentions France's unusual sptitude in utilizing the
thoughts of others, without really adopting them as hils own, Ue
often entangles snd eonfuses these ideas, pleylins with them as a
Juggler with balls, At the end theoy are skillfully rearranged and
become emply clear,?®
Doch alle Ideen und Gedanken, dle France von unseren Augen
aufrollt, eantbehren der TiefgrUndigkeit. Br dringt nicht
in die Tisfe der Probleme eln, er versuchit nicht die letzte
en Senlsler zu liUften, Prsnce bHleibt immer nur an der Obere
fi¥che haften; er will nlehts als ein golstreicher Plaudor-
er seln.s 80 sind es nicht dle Idesn, dle unser Intereasse
erregen, sondern dle ¥orm, dilc untibertrefflich harmonische
Form, in dle sr seine Godanken einklaidet,97
To meke his language alear and cuphonious, Anatole France
purposefully took pains to form sentences as short and simple as
@essible. Long, heavy sentences, loaded wlth subordinate olauses,
he avolded, for they interfere with the casy flow of words and make
the mesning obscure.B His alm wss to construct sentences that are
balanced and at the same time contain vividness and weemth. Blanck
atates tnat Anatole Franece outgrew the l-wressioniastic styley the
ercesses and exaggerations of impressionism were not to his taste,

Instead

Schinheit und Sbenmass, Harmonle und Klarhelt sind auch
hisr dile Yormen, nach denen er sich richtst. Hr nimmb
darguf auf, was ihm geelignet dinkt, und alles, wer er
hernimmt, gliedert er so meisterhaft in seine Sprache
ein, dass irmer wieder seine Persdnlichkelt, sein Gelst,
sein Wesen darin lhren Ausdruck finden.¥

In Blanck's oplnion, Anatols France's characters show little
development. Most of his heroes are at the beginning of the story
the same ms they are at tho end, There are, of course, a few 6X=
ceptions, -

In den wenigen FTHllen abor, in denen er eine Entwlcklung
von Seelenzustiinden sehildert, zeigt er sich als echter

Ktinstler. Thats, Lec Lys rouge, und Le Llvre do mon ami
gehSren zu den wenigen Homanen, in denen er dieses Ver-
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fehren anwendet,+00
Rlanek concludes that on the whole Anatole France's language
is ¢leer, light, fluent, and comprehensible, as well as charming,
elegant, and even enchanting. It is for the most part a conversa-
tional style, The dislopgues of the eharacters teke up much space
in his novels, ©On the deblt side, the critie points out: first, it
1s without a definite toste ("bestimmten Geschmack'); second, it
lzcks the "¥rdverbundeno Kréftige'; and third, there is insufflclen-
¢y of depth and earneatness. The final/@ord is:
France 1st unbestrlitten einer der gréssten Sprachkiinstler,
dle Frankreich aufzuwelsen hat. Die Harmonie und dag “ben-
B D ne Crashe  hat abon Koinen TuifortenortadoL T
T : Imighkeltawort,
The most recent fGermen critliclsa on Anatole France that I have

been able to oxamine is Alfred Bbnsch's Anatole France und das achb-

zohnte Jahrhundert (1938)., Most of the casusl references to France's

style of writing sevm to center on the influence of elassiclsm, of
the 18th eentury and of the rococo school. Btnsei ls another German
eritic who finds mosaie stvle in France's works, One reason for
France's languege bein: mosalc is that
Wenige Schriftstell:r haben soviele Rinflisse aller Art
in sich aufgenommen wie Anatole France , « o Der influss
dieser Autoren (Renman and Talne) war auf jadiagFall UNGgo-
heuer, und ¥rance fiberliess sich lhm villig.
Another reason that RUnsch mentions im thias:
Niehts ist so stark auf Anatole France abgeflrbt wilie der
l¥chelnde Nihilismus, der in der Gesellschaft des 18.
Jehrhunderts zu Hause war und in dsr Auffassung dor Nache
welt die charakteristische Kadsonz\ aller Rokokomelodien
geworden ist,103 ‘
And e third reason 1s found in the influence of the Goncourt broth-
ers:

Die historiscion Werke der Britder Gonecourt haben seine
Helgung zum Rokoko h¥chstwahrschoinlich vertieft, Die
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doncourt verkehrten in dem vitorlichen BDuchladen, 104
From these, snd nrohably some other, reasons Binsch deducts that:
France bevundert dle Maltung des Rokokozel taltagg gegenm
Uber dem Tode und macht sle zu selner eigﬂnanal Und
augh dle Charokteristik der kleinen contes des Pokoko
trifft fiir Froice zu.t06
Rtnsch is awarc however that the literary Influence upon
Angtole France came from more remote time than the rvococo neriod of
the 18th cenbury. The crltic points out the iInfluence of Voltalre,
of Raclinec, and especially of the Classics.
Me smenreihe unseres Dichters aber reicht Uber das 18,
Jahrhundert hinaus tief in das 17, hinein. Dor klassische
Geist 12t das Hlemont, in dem France 1labt 4, « » Yon
Voltalire Ubernimmt France menche Formullerunsg, menche
ironischne Zuspltzung, manche stllistliscne Anleltung. 1In
der velinen Sprache aber schelnt e¢in anderer %%assiker
noch mehr guf ihn gewlrkt zu heben: Racine.
Not only in style but also in the cholce of words and grammwmr Anatole
Franee 1s classlec, according to BSnsch. "Die sprachliche Kunst
Frances 1st allmemeln klassisch. Ir ist imprégniert mit Racine,"108
This critle also sees many things in common between the style of
Anatole Franeé-and that of volterire, France's form ls similar to
the féiﬁwaf the "contes philosophijues” of the 18th cenbtury. He
did not borrow this form directly; it was his literary dlsposition
to write in that form,109
Disecussing France's art of wrlting novels and short stories,
B8nsech states thnat "Scine Hovellen sind dresmatislerte Dialoge,
seine Romeno slind gussmmengeheftete Hovellen"., In both gonres,
episodes gount for everything, asgtions ecount for little, and drama-
tic unity eounts for nothing, More specifically stated, the critic
sayss
Fr bringt keinon Roman zustande, in dem dle Handlung alles

und die Philosophie nichts 1st . » « Seine Romene zerflat-
tern in Episoden und Anekdoten. Und dleses Auselnander-
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schwrdirmen der “lemente iat charatteristisen fMr dle Rokoko~
litoratur, il

A8 to the characterization, 1t 13 very weak, becauses "Dile HMenschen
werd«n nieht plastisch, dic Charvektere hlelben blass. France wusste

schr genau, dass dle “enschengeataltung nleht seinc Stérke war, 111

B The Critiec

what have the CGerman critics said since France's death about
his oriticism? In preportlon to vhat was written on this subject
before 1924, Ana ole France, the critic, fell into the bsckground
during thls last period. Only & few casuel romarks csn be gleaned
from the numerous artleles.

curtius (1924) mekes the following observations regarding
Anatoles France'ls litérary eriticism: first, as a critic, Anatole
Frgnce disregarded all new tendasncies of his day in the warlﬁ of
iliterature; sccond, althourh Zola was recornized by him in a politi-
cal wa§5'ﬁa condemned the ﬂehooi of naturalliem; snd third, suech
prominent movements asvéymbaliam, dadetsm, and other kinds of ~isms
were simply ignored.ll2 #H, ¥ngel (1925) sbates that Anastole France

took the opposlte view in his La Vie Littéraire to that of Brunct-

18re recarding objectlve criticismelld vVictor Klemperer (1926}
merely remarks that Anatole France mey be called a oritic "sowelt
man selne subjekbtlven Plaudereien als Kritiken bezelchnet Icann"»ll4
And Bottschalk (1927) definitely denies him the title of oritic, as
the followin: statement clearly shows:

Francc way nicht der gsborene Kritlker. Er bleibt auch

‘4n seinen RBuchbeaprechtungen Schriftsteller. Soine Kritlk

1st mehr als eine intoressante Pleuderel aufzufassen. BEr

steht in dieser Hinsieht Jules Temaitye noch am niichaten
v e« » Seine Kritik ist viel zu lau.ll
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Pinally, Iugon Lerch (1928) oupresses a few pointsd words on Anatole

vrance bhe eritic. Albbowdh Toreh calls TLa Vie littéralre %ein

Haupﬁwcrt jensr Zelt", which should be lnown more generally in
Germany,'he does not regard 1t as liteorary criticism in the true
sensc of the word.
wa sind woniger Xritiken (denn er hatte Ja kelne Grund-
sfitzs, kolne Yethode, or kokettiert ein bisscuen nit

soiner Flatterhaftigkeit),1igndern, nach soeinem elfenen
ort, Wirchen Ubor BHcher,

3a"Woltanschauung”.

Paul Wiegler (1924) observes that tolerance was the corner
‘stone in France's philosophy of 1life. As soon a3 the Gresb Tar
cnded, he sgain posed as "ein guter BuropHer®., Ry his "¥eltan-
schawung", France was a closec relative of Renan.

Der Deanker Anatole France war ein %usehauer des Lebens,
ein DBeobachter im Dahinsechlendern,il?

On the following day'aft@r the statement guoted above was published,
wiegler also wrote thia:

Br war auch ein viel zu griindlicher Philosoph, um an
eine Verfinderung der ¥enschhelt von hecute aufl morgen
zu glauben, Die greosse Triebkraft des sozlalen Wirke
=ng Anetole France wvar das ¥itleid,118

The idea of the relativity of things, or tho two sides of
every proposition, which secms to lle at the bottom of 'pance's
philosophy, 1s clearly and tersely stated by KeOs ¥rdmann{(l924).

Sein Relativismms dr#npgte ihn imnmer dazu, von allen Dingen
guch alle Saiten zu betrachiten; von Jeder menschlichen
Institution, von jJeder Theorie, von Jedem werturtell sah
er immer auch die Kehrseltbe, dis Gefahren, dic Unvolle
komuenhelitens ¥y kannte kein sbsolutes Iduale. Was er
von einem Standpunkt sus gepriesen hatte, das muaste er
von elnem anderen aus als bedenklich und fragwirdig hine
stellen und golegentlich verspotten. Gerade well eor die
wissenschaft leidenschaftlich liebte, erkennte er mlb
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scrmerzendor Deutlichkoit lhre Gronzon, . o o419
STl sueh & senso of rolativity, 1t was only natural for Anatole
¥rance %0 be radleally skoptleal of cverything., And yet,zcoording
to Irdmenn, he did not bolieve in sbsolute relativity.
Anatole ¥rance gber lelmte a8 1l 1 ¢ Dogmen ab, ohne
ihren roelatiwzon “ert zu bestreiten. Ir war oln Felind
gller fysteme, aller Tetaphysik,l20
Talther Kitehler's interprotation (19625) of the philosophical
idens of fneatole Frence sooms originael and interesting. If we take
Abbé Colgnard for France's phllosophical mouthpilece and analyse
svervtaing he says, we necessarily arrive at the concluslon that the
rhllosophy of Anatole France 1s altogether diffevent from that of
811l Yrenc: philosonhers irom Descartes to the present tims. From
tme utterances of AbbZ Jolgnard, wo are led to bolleve that mam is
dzstined for l:norsnce and tiet he ls not ereated for the intellec-
tusl entorprise called thinking., Yan's offort to formulate prine
eiples and think oub philosopalcel systems has really no sense and
often leeds him to noasense. Therefore, th: shrewd old abhé regards
a1l systems aid phllosophles es a mouse-trap, from falllin: into
which he suards himself, Of eoursc, he astudins phllosophers; but he
does 1t not to learn a certaln systom of philosophy but to become
scguainted with the documents of human thought. All ths mstaphysie
cal treatises are thought of by the abbé as mere novels, eantaining
no more truth than the ususl type of fiation;lgl
Kilchler states further that Anatole Frénsa considered mete~
physice gs an outcome of positivism and thet he himself was not a
pogitiviaﬁg
Paffir fehlt ihm die positivistische Strenge und dle posi-
tivistische Uherzougung, mit filfe dor peinllchst ore

forschten Tatsachen das CGesetz ablelten zu klnnens Er
tadelt gersdezu den Positivismus . » « Dor FPoslilvismus -



124
asart der ktnstleorische tGsdenkoasplielor Anatols Prance -
1#sst uns nicht in Freihelt mit den Phénomenen splelen,
erloubt une nisht, em loeren ldehein was gu Derauscneond
Moreover, sccerding to the eritic, Anatols France was against lcern-
ing, but was very ruch for euriositd®, Study prompted by curlosity
brought nlcasure followed by enjoyment; this wes of greater worth
to him then morely acquiring new truths whieh tomorrow mlpht be dis-
(]
carded,l“g
Kaximlir Edschrid's explanation (1925) of the lnner state and
attitude of Anatole Trance howard the ertoerior world seems very apt
snd reassonable, It 1s the followlng:
Anatole France ha% s erreicht mit so ungeheurer LT T
ey Tistanz zu allen Dingen dex “"olt zu stehen, dass er
jene furchtbere Objektivitét errelcht, die Shakespears
hatte, Anatole Prance nimmt nicht Partel, will nickt
Hoargougsm, bestrebt sich alcht mlt seinen Flguren veve
woehselt zu werden, sondern ar gibt allen reent und ¢
zouet domit jone preuennaft sch¥ne Uberlegerhelt « - e
7p s5tellt wohl alles in I'rags, was unsere Welt ausmachi,
aber seln Galst 1st so leicht und grossartig, dass or der
Lisbe nicht entbehren kann,i25
Hermann “‘ngel (1985) points out that the characters in
France's works frequently express pessimistle views, They seom to be
811 in accord that " das Leben heisst lelden", O, as J3rdme Colg-
nerd tersely states 1t: "Ils naquirent, 1ls souffrirent, ils mourur-
ent", How ver, ‘ngel does not say that Anatole Francs consldered
this world a fool's houge, he was too much of an epicufe not to en=-
joy its pleasures, its beauty, and 1ts art.1%%
Artiur Tloesser (1925) gives us a orlef analysls whioh 1is
ratar éﬁbjcctlve of what truth meant to Anatole Frunce.
Me Preilhedlt f8r snatele Irance wars Aufstehen,
wenn er wollte, oder krank im Bett bleiben, wann er nicht
wollte, Ndcher und Antiquitiiten kaufen, soviel in selne
wohnung hineinging, Tinladungen unabaichtllich vergesseny

dis ihm nicht passten, vor sllem aggr plaudrn und riek-
sichtslos und eynisen rissonieren,t@d
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After tails, “loesser states that Anatole France saw everything in
the 1light of assoclatlon, that things of the present were connected
in his mind with the past, e did not share howeveP in the Romantle
enthisliasm for nature whilen was oripginated by J.-J.Rousseau, for
whom he did not have very much regsvd, For Anatols France, nature
was without form; this was disagroeebl: to his sense of taste which
‘required form abovs everything olse,326
A certain obscure critle by the name of Jucob Overmans (1986)
finds France's tihinkin: sophlstie and nihilistic, ‘“ithout having
sny system and discarding the usefulness of observation, he could
not have becn logleal, says the eritici Were are the exact wvords of
Ovormans?
Demit soll bhelleibe nicht behauptet worden, Anatole France
hebe loglsch gedacht, Soln Denken ist Im Gegentell oft
gonug sophistisch » . « Selin sigenes Denken war 80 voll-
kommen nihilistisch, duass er sich sus diesem Grunde die
F&higkelt zu beobachten absprach; donn eine Bacbachtung
sel wertlos, wenn man sie_nicht systematisch mache, und er
hebe nirgends eln Systam.127
vietor Klemperer (19268} supggestas that Anatole Franee was
essentinlly a dresmer, a contemplator, and a reader of books; hence
his pailosovhical viewpoint was characterized by nonchalance, The
comparison tiat Klemparer draws botween the writer and the cat
Familker 1s unforgetable:
¥rance ist wirklich auf dem Grund seiner Seele "Hibliothe-
ker®, oder noch besser, er ist ong verwandt mit dem Kater
wamllkar seines Sylvestre Bonnard, mit dem prince somnol-
ent de la cité des livres. Bter Bichern loben in eInam
heloen Traum, studlerend und phantasiercnd, dichtend und
nachdichtends das 1ist ihm wollust und angenchmste Tryste

ung. Mr quilende Zwkifel und den immer yvorhandenen Gedaggé
en der VergMnglichkelt und Wichtigkelt alles Irdischen.

walter Cottachalk (1927) declares that Anatole Prance's phile
osophicel views are not only dangerous but destructive. He 1iats

such elements es pessimism,unbelief, and skepticiasm as ontering into
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the composition of Francn's "wWsltanschauung®", The following state-
ment of Gotitschalk includes nearly everything that ias written on
this point by him:

Die Philosophle seiner reiferen Mannesjahre und selnes

Alters leutet: Skepsis und Pogsimismus. » » Zornig und

miggsmubla rittelt und zerrt er an den, was ¥enschenhand

und Yenschengodlst goschaffen hebene ¥r benimmt den Atem,

raubt Glauben und Jjeden goistigen Besitz und zeratdrt un-

sere guveraichtlichs Hoffmunge Auf plumenreichem Vege

fihrt er in den Abgrund, Die allermslsten Werke seiner

zwelten Hauptperiode zsig:n oline unterwihlende, demoral-

isierende Tendenz, Hier wer Franse oin Vorderber,i29

According to Valerin Marcu (1929), Anatole France held meta-

physics entirely superfluous. No other French wrlter since Diderot
was so convineced as France that the metaephyslclsts occunled theme
s=lves with things that do not exlsts True to hls colaor,

Anatole France aber denkt in GegensHtasn; er freut sich,

dass Jode Tatsache und Jeder Bogrlff ihren Anwalt haben

k#innen; er vsrsucht, der Anwalt der von ihm bekBmpften

Tatsachen und Bavriffe zu werden, und meint, dass sogar

die MWetaphysik notwendig sel,130

Alfred Pillet (1931) likewlse states that "eine Metaphysik

gibt es nicht iy ihn", Well scquainted with 811 the philosophical
svstems, France had ﬁsither inclination nor preference for any specl-
fic school of'philosophy. He waa skeptical of all inowledge and was
epicurlan in ethless The only system of psychology that he delgned
to consider was of his own making.

« o 8 er hat koinen Glaubsn in die MUglichkelt einer grossen

Synthesc und also auch weder dle Kraft noch den "illen, eine

em bestimnten System sich anzuschliessen,l3l
Pillet sdds that snstole France dild not possess a knowledge of the
natursl sciences snd therofors did not ses mmoh use for them, The
guestion whetaer scilence would take the place of religion France
preferred to let others answer - Zols, for exmmple, and his dls«~

ciples.138
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Robert Rlanck (1934) merely notes that Prance's pessimism is .
notaing more than sport (Splelerel) and that there 1s not a trace in
1t of the earnestness of a German thinker, 133
Alfred Bnsch (1938), who made a speclal study of Anatole
France in reletion to the 18th century, finds that hils philosophie
idess are colored by the ideas of the 18th century Fronch writers,
For exemple, Buffon furnished him witr theorica on physiology;ldé
Tragy, Volnoy, and Condillac were his sources of sensualism; and
Voltalre was his model of the mental strupgle for freedom,. Ansatole
France was by nature ﬁell disposéd toward the 18th century sensuality,
the éé'étvetic vicw.of the world, the ineclination to roflect, and the
taste for the comle,135 Prawéfiibn and beauty wers his principal
.1deals. Bnsceh declares that Anatole France gazed at objects in
whieh he saw besuty with the same tensencss that the mariner exper-
lences while looking at the Worth Star at night, Abbé Coipnard, who
personifieé his crestor, Anatole France, is-in evary respect the
cnild of the 18th century: voluptuousness, rationalism, cult of the
beautiful, yes, and ennul are his personal characteristies,l196
Finally BUnsch asserts:
Er setzt sich fifr die humanistischen Studien cin und lobt
das 18, Jehrhundert, in dem die Gelbtuny der lateinischen
Sprache noen unangoetastet war, r trennt sich von den gere
meniscren, irrationslen Konzeptions»n und schliesst silch der
als eng erkannton, dlesseitigen Geilsteshaltung der Ratione-
slisten d=g 18, Jahrhunderts an: _Auch France ist e¢in
"Kreuzfahrer gogen die Romantik',137
This evitic is of tne opinion that Anatole France was stronger as an
sesthete than as a maralist.158 Hz admired the beautiful, he liked
1ife, and considered life a dream,.
France wusste aelbét,'dass das Leben eln Traum sei, den

wly in dem engen Geflngnls unsercr Sinne triumen, und da
Treaum gog=n Traum und Tllusion geszea Konterilliusion



steht, rlet or, den licbensverbtesten Traum zu trivmen, 139

4, The Ironist and Skeptic,

It would be unjust to think of Anstole Francel's skepticism in
terms of frivolity, according %o Curtius (1924), To spesk of him
es = blesd skeptie is not only to show lack of understanding of his
In$ellectusl personality but also to do hir wrongs Curtiusts reason
for such an opinion is this:

Auch bel ihm waren die Skepsis und der Spott nur eine Afusw

drucksform des kritischen Goeiastos und ded Keampfes fHr das

unabhiingigo Denke,

Der verfithrerisciie Zauber, der ang ole France unzéhlige

Leger in allen LiEndern gewonnen hat und gewinnen wird,

quillt nicht zum wenigsten sus der Skepsis, 98 fehlt ihr

glles Verletzends, alles Rittere, Sie ist ges#ttipgt mit

ironischer und melancholischer Weishzit und beksonnt damit

ihre Abkunft aus der Altersphilosophioc Renans,140
£t the same time, the critie is srare of the faet tuat Trance's
skeptibism had begome out of date, People agein demanded positive
views and convictions, such as expressed by dogmas, hlerarchy, and
absolutlsm, Anatole France hims:lf had experienced in his later
years this %@ﬁdancj, and, belag truc to his intellectual conviection,
ridiculed 1t.1%1

In the sceond article (1924), Curtius is even more specific and

states that skepticlsm for Anatole France was only a means for his
eriticel montality to combat intolerance and fight for the indepen-
dence and froedom of thought. Morwover, Anatole France was not im-
prartinl, because:

Man sileht Anatole France steht dem Vermunft- und Fortschrifts-

glsuben der Aufklfrung nicht weniger kritiseh gegenitber als

der kirchlichen Orthodoxie, s « Der ironische Zweifler, der

riickgewandte Schtnheitsgenlesser, machte gomelnsame Sache mit

Sozialisten und Antiklorikalin. « « France blleb selner Dank-
woise trou,l42



129
Accordin: to wiaonn (1924), so radical waz the skentle in
instole rpace that he was skeptical of his own sksphielam; so strong
wes the sense oF relativity in him that he was always on the look
out for th: r-letive in welatlvity,l4s
Paul Tiiegler (1924) shows less understanding and therefore less
tolerence then Curtius, "mr ist ein Feind des Jhristentums gewoesen”
drelarss egler and a Yoltaelrian propagaﬁﬂist azainst religlon,
Pranee was t0o emblttered to write in “he manner of “omain Rol-
land, 144
Comnering. Anatole Trance =it: Yoltalre, Schotth8fer (1924)
finds %t~e 20th century ironist milder, almosi bensvolernt.
Yoltaire war belssender Spott, der t8ton wollte, France
glitige Ironic, dio sich selbst ausleben mitsste, die den
fongehen ithre Stnd:n vorhiclt, um sle zu absolvisren, . 145
wondel (1924) connects l'rance'!s skeptleism with that of Mone
tailgne, Voltaire, and Zenan, Trom whom he had learned to conslder
slways the whole and its parts as relative and never absolute. Put,
Ypance's ivony waos dilutsd with both cheerfulness and sadnessy thila
made 1t 1233 niting.
Hinter dieser Tronie lebbte visl Heiterkelt, dsnn als Nach-
fahrer von Rabelais wusste Yrance, dass kein Lachen unntitz
und die Freude gut ist. « » Hinter dieser Tronle lebte auch
viel Traurigkeit, denn wic nur cinser empfand France die Un-
vollkom-enheit dsr 7elt, dle KlHglichkelt des ‘fenschen und
dle Melmacholle des Daseins.t?
rudolf Keyserts interpretation (1924) of France's irony is
guite favorables In t:e opinion of this eritic, the irony of Anatole
Frence 1is mild and warm and not as pugnacious as that of Bernard
Shaw. It is intended to be thz friendly admonition of a good-
natured humenist, This quelified Anatole France to be regarded as
one of the valuable possesslons (Nesitztimer) of “urope,l47?

Artour Wloesser!ts commont (1925) on Franco's irony contalns
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mesty practical swircstlonss Az an snawer to the gu .stion "That is
& skoptic?" wo are advised:

#in Gelst, dor an sicheren, bestlindlgen Erkenntnisssn gwel~
felt. Denn der Mensch ist ein armes, gebrechliches Wwsen,
enn er aber das ist, schuldet man il ¥itlsid und brider-
1iehe Tiecbs, und sowird man I ron i ke r, well ea Loge
ser 1st, mit den Mcnsehen zu lacien und verade da zu lachen,
wo men Hoor sie wolnen affchie,l48

%, Terch (1925) merely atates that Anatole France doubted
everything, that he satirized all things of the past, pregent, and
future, and that lsughin;ly he picked to pleces every do ma and
every creed,149 fhat his ironical temperament was altogether ime
partial ls evidinced by the fact that he satirized.the Sociallst
Party of which he was a member as well as Commnism to which he
sventually gubseribed, 180

Tut, no one should teks offence,bocause, as Xasimir Hdschmid
{1925) percoives:

#r spottet nicht aus Hass, sondern um seinen welssen gall-
ischen Spitzbart schwebs jonocs Lichsln, dass bereiis alles
durchschaut, slles verachtet hat, und nun angefangen hat,
zu verzoihon,+bl

In compardscon with Tenan's, Klemperer (1926) malntaina, "In
s=iney Skepsia war immer mohr Trauer und Bitterkelt, wenn auch nicht
menr Angst?.152 And swoolking on the subject of irony in general and
of “ranee's irony In par iculartaxlemperef states that

Dile Ironle ist imier Zorstdrerin, Sie zerstdrt Hasa und
Tiebe, Stimmun: und Illusion. Und im Zerstlren pafrait
sie, absr im Fefreien wirkt sie erkHltsnd., Mies lat des
Grundwzsen jeglicher Ironie. Aber man rmuss doch Zwlschon
drel Arten der Tronlo underscheidune Ich michte von rome
antischer, melancholischer und zyniachor Ironle sprechen,
"1aksr der erston, die in Deutsehland am stérksten ver-
treten 1st, stent das AufwHrbtsstreben unersfittlicher Sehn
sucht, Der Tomantlkor erhebt siecin Hber seln Kunstwerk, in-
dem er die Illusion vernlchtet, um als Personlichkelt frel .
dariber hinaus zu gelsngen, Hinter der gynlschen Ironie
steht die anarchische Stirmmung des Aprds nous ls dbluse.
Ihr wizd man bei Offonbach und seinen Librettisten bogegw
nen, Dagwischen llegt diec melancholische Ironle., Passiw
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mlsmis, der aber nicht ohne eoinen milderndoqn Zusabtz s2lbste
geniessarischen Rokokotums vorhand-n ist, Stoizlsmus, der
sver ein wenilg elehhoelt wad Welrmt nuy sciwer und niemals
ganz verleugnen kany, sind dile Rasils dieser spezifisch
Franceschen Ironle.tdd

Gottachallr {(1987) 1s inclined teo be too severe in his judgment
of Pranec's skepticism. Having stated that his carly reading mede
out oi him "ein v6lllg Unalﬁubiger",1b4 the eritic declares:

e verwoilte am liebsten beim 18. Janrhundert mit selnor
Blrepals, scinem ﬁ"ﬂsimi%mas, selnen Un glﬁuben, segineyry heid-
nischsn Frohlichkelt, seiuner frivolen Spottlust und sofnem
gyelfelhaflten Venscnentum. ¥Fir den Golist dos 19, Jehrhmnd.
erts, insbagondcre fUr dle neuen StrUmncen um dle Jahre
huﬁdsrtwondo, zelgbte or kein Verstindnis. ¢ « Mit bestind-

igem Zwoelliel, splttischor ifronic und finsterer llenschenvers

achtunr erziclt man i% normalmn, gogundan uelt@n keoine
gelstii- m&chlolge.
And finally, CGotbtschalk decides that "#r starb als Heide, der er
immer gewzscen war” 156

Scheultal (1830) points out anatole ¥rance as one of those
askeptics who, sirugging their shoulders, cuery, "What is Truth?® of
one thing he 1ls cevtain, namely:

e s odlass wiv die Simnlosiglkelt des Goschehions niomals aus
den gowltzigten supen lasssn und unser Verhalten dieser
Tricnatnls gomiiss elinrichisn.

Blanck {1934} dfsousses briefly ¥rance's irony from the stand-
point of tue influcnce of Lenan and of Voltalrc, 'Whe marlicr works
contain, azccording to Blanck, s "douce ironic" which 1s frequently
mineled with deli: hiful numor, The influence of Henan is ln evidence
durin: tne first years of his literary c¢ffort, slthough %enan's

irony is not uguite as sharp as France's. But with the Histoire con-

tomnoreine s chenge i1s noticeable: Anatole France definitely
abandons his ivory tower ond beconss mors actlve.

Seine Ironie wird belsseund:r und stechender; der Humor trité
mehr und mehr in den Hintorgrund, %r ndhert sich mehr dem
Zynismus Voltalres., Noch ovmit wie Voltemire ist France
nichit gegangene Se'ne Tronie ist feiner, messveller, dabel



tr={fend und nattiriich. 38ie 132 darum fir uns anzichen=
der ols dic Tronis Voltairas.lw&

Zirehinoff (1058) iz ilmpressed with th:e wide range of Francce's
skepticism, and so he assorts that:
anztole Fronce ist dkeptikor und soine Skansis nmacht vor
nients halt., Neeh gsiner ansilent ist alloes subjsktlve « »
Qoine Skepsils erfasst slle febliete desg Gelstes und des
misgens: dio Geschichie, die Haturwissensciaft, die “ota-
physik, dle religion, endlich die Rafhetik, fUr die es
ebanfalls kelne ewigon Gesclze gibt,lsg
Moreover, os Kirchhoff expléins, France's askeptlcism consisis not so
much in denying evorything as in tolerating all things without hold-
ing tham for certain. Conseguently, "Frances Skoptizismus hat niime
lich keins verderbliche Tendenz. "r ergibt alch notwendiz auns sslnem
scharf-kritischen Intsllekt und soinim Bestreben’ 100
Binseh (1938) hints that ivony wes France's vital charactorise
tiec bv which he was drawn to the 18th ceatury. Then too, "Sie
(irvony) 1ist mit dem Skeptizlsmus eng verbrtdsrt". Anatole France
used irony and skepticelsm - particularly the latter « as fortifice-
tions in the face of 1ifa's erises.16l Iiis irony, as BOnsch widerw

stands it, is8 finer than the irony of Voltaira;lﬁg

5. Social and Politlenl Vic g,

On the day following Frange’s death, Curtlus advisedvth039 whe
might want to understend vhy Anatelo Prance entered the arena of
pﬂliﬁicai”aifife toward the ond of the 19th century and became even-
tually = social agltator to read his speeches, messagns, and mani-

festos, which were published in 1906 under the tl&le Vers les Temps

meilleurs,.

Hier spricht er als Blrger zu lfirgern; or warat, or kimpft,
er weckt Verantwortung. « « Jler ist dic Urkuade cines
jehrelengen Yempfos gegen Nationalismus und Chauvinismus,



cogen Rapitalistische Ifntoresson politiks Hicr sprlent

ein frelor und tepfer {nist, der deas "7ohl seines Vaterlands

und swince irdteils will. fler ortbnt die Stimme joncs ;

rrankrolchs, an das wir heute kaum mehr glaubsn kifnnons . o .163
ind on October l4th Curtius lemented the fact that ths world lost at
Anetol: Francots death not only & graat literary artist but also a
men of world-consecliousness. He was the first one aftor the Great
war to openly bake & staund in France for international understanding

oy «v"\"lw'i. b Tk "3 3 2 ‘i 164
and geuceral reconcillation.

Tn a wclegram announcing France's death, sent by Peul Block to

the Rerliner Tageblatt and published fctober 13th, we road:

Er war stots ein Dsmokrat in dem ﬁa%testen und zuglelch in
dem edelsten 3inne diesss ortes

On Octobsr l4th, Bduard Jeehssler suloglized the doparted jreat
Frenehh gpirit in these termsy
Hoerzensglite uad eine iumer Jjuanse Liebe zur (erechiigkolb
und “aarhelt waven dicses Golstos Fr Thguty, Freihelt, Gleich-
heit, und Bpidderlichkelt waren 1n seinem Munde mehr als ein
Sehlagwort.
Auernheimer's comments published on that same date arvre these:
was der nationalistische Ungeist immer wleder zu verdunkeln
sucnb, das hat der leueitende Gelst eines &Anatele france
noch im “rl¥asc:en bescheliningt: dass es tatsfichlieh ge-
nmelnsame sngoeleganheltsn der Yenschnailt gibt. 67
Feul “fegler (1984) ladicated that Anatolie France was a politia
eal thinker and critic of ednsiderable importanceo.
MLt Anatole TIrance ist nlcht mur eln unvergleichlicher
Melster der frangzdsischien Sprache und ein hichter von per-
stnlichster Ideenwelt dahingegangen sondern gleichzeitlg
ein politischer N:omker und Kritiker, dessen astimillerender
und iﬁgternﬁer sinfluss auf dle dritte Zepublik bedeutend
war, o
Schotthfer came out on fctober 14, 1924 wlth ssaeriions con-
eerning Frence's political idsas and practices In more dotalled man-
ner, In his opinion, Anatole France, the disciple of the noyeloped-

ists, stood aside from democratic nractlces. After a time of fighte



ing in v arvcaa of goclusl roform, France moved over to the left, e
saw in Compmnlom only & posslibllify for future develonm nt and drmae
mite for o world rovolubioi. Fe did not live, pollticually speaking,
as Renmn on the 3lrvius, bub was in touch wiith tne goelsl developmonts
of his dey. And
Wit sllen Fagern war or in dis Gegenwart verwebt, 'r griff
seinsy Vitwaelt aug Merz und legte ihr Tnnerstes bloss, EHp
war der stirkste Gescellgchaftskritilker von zwel Gemeration-
@w, anine Plogen euflagsn trugen s=2ine lvkung w2is {ber
Frankreichs und Turopas Grenzen hinaus,l69
Sehotthtfer also points out the fact that as soon ag armatice wag dew
clared,
e o s vorschwand der Tranzfslsche Stastsbiirger in ihm wieder
hinter dom ToltbUrger, dem Pgziflsten, dem Apostel der Humenie
tHt der jede CGowalbtabt verlelmb.
This critic raealls France's good words of counscl offered while To-
ceiving the iohal nrize bwo years nrovious to his death, which were;
Selen wir nach deém schi¥nen “ort Goebnes gutse NuropHord
ind, he candidly declares:

France ist olner der wonlgen Franzcs‘n, die wir Doutsche
1ieben kinnsn, 170

Hermann Wendel (1924) spparently went deeper into France's
speial philosorhy than any of the crities already mentloned, Having
stated the fact that the diseiplss of such modern schools as Fubure
iam, Cublsm, ﬁaﬁaiam,171 and othors, menifested aversion to his in-
tarest in the masscs, in the comon people, Wendel affirms that

In der Tat befasste er sich wie dle geliebten DNenker des
18, Jahrhunderds in sclnen Darstellung stets mit dem Wine
" zelmenschen, nie mit der Yasse, nle mit der Klasse. Jedes
Meagchenleb s n war £r 1hn ¥ittelpunkt der Dinge, Zentrum
dor olt. 172
Furthermore, Anatole IMrance beeammipacifiat and Joined the ranks of
the socialists not boeause sny new socizl theories were of great lme

portance to him, but because the pravalling soclel and political con-
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ditions in hls couwntyy -rere sueh thob his oo arme®  soui no
toloreats theom. Trancets giding vith the cxtrewme lofitlstns, the Soclale
damocrats, a2 then later, at the aye of 77, cnrolling in the Com-
manist Party, ¢id not nocussarily wmeen thet e hocamn a zealous miss-
lonary of hese movementz, It 1s a fact that he spoke at labor gath-
orings, rromotod cooporatives, and a?peéred on tribunals, but . all

tiis wes done always with hils charascterisilce amlls snd nover with a
gun in his hand , 175

£18 Soziallst ssh France den grdssbon menschlichoen “'ort Im
Manschen selbst, aber seine fkopsis bewahrte ihn auch Jetzb
van 1w romantlagchon Tebergehitzuns des Menachomne s o
sher wenn er am Yeonschen gwelfelte; rlaubte or doch an dle
Mengechhelt,

The coneluding vords in Wendsl'a artiele ars pronhetie, laudatory,
end perhevra soclally sipnifleant,

Anatole TPranee gohfirt zn den grosson Scalen und freion Stlrne

en, die oine ganze Rewegung vor der Wachwoelt adeln, ¥enn von

ungerer gesambtem ghondlindisehen Zivilisation nichts als cin

#puflcin Asche und oin paar seiner Bicher tibri.bliebe, und

wenn man dann von dor Avbelherbewegung unscrer Tage nlcehts

erfihre, als dass dlescr iehter J a zu lhr sagte, wiirde

das alleln 5uumm.komm@ndeﬁvgeﬁchlﬂcht pentigen, dem Sonlallise

mis cie ¥rone zu reichen,™

Trdmenn (1924) is of the opinion that Anatole Franee wss a con-

vineced pacifist and thet the silly ourrent saying "“iars have always
bosn end always will be® proveked in hin sn ironie smile., Nob that
he belioved in Irmediate universel peacs, seeing so many natlions arm-
fng thermselves to the vony tecth, bub he dld think thabt eventually
from neecessilty neoples would no longer resort to nubusl destruc-.
tion, 176 Similarly Anatole France id:ntifisd himsolf with the Soclale
ist rerty, elthough soclalism waes for him A e e e e

e » » koin Glaubensartikel, kein endgiiltiger Znstand der
Menschhelt, kein ebsolutes Ideal;s «

and at the same time, notwithatsnding all this
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oy crkzaunbeo gelnoe y6¢atnv a1 Worglse an und Diclt sein
Kommen fﬁv unvermeidlici. ©r zor aus staatlichen Zinrichi-
ungen und Produkiiononetihod n dor Vergangoendieii analoglow
sehlﬂsqn suf die der zukunft, und or wmeinte, man ¥inne "in
sramenselun; der Geuissholt" Hber “di -”fhrschVLn*icnkai*“
w2 & oder Follektivismas sle eines Tages verwlrk-
lichnen werd., nlent civa well or [erecut lat, -~ domn es lége
kein Grund vor, un den Sleg deyr Gerechtlakelt zu glauben -
dgn”’ﬂ wall or die notwendige Tolge dos roegenwllirtlisen Zue-
ands und das upvermeidliche “rgcoinis dep kdpifdlLﬂLLSGhun
‘Llu ilck U s8cla-

® L

ugen Lereh (1925) uoestions Penl Bourgetts oxplanation of
France's ewmbracing scelallsm, arguing that it was not a marc substi-

tution for bls lost beliel in ths elmurch and its tnachingsglva AL~

though snstole Prance was consérvative at first "nieht mur in scoinom

it

litevardisc »n Csscimack, sondern auch 1n seinen politischen Anschau-
un:zen®, thorc was definitely, whou he stood at the peek of his lit-
erary iiig, a o ange of leart, a convorsion. and this right-about-
fage took ploco for ne porsonal motives, Tareh convonds.

dedin, wiy kUnacn niceht glaubuen, dass diess Yerkohruns Lrgende

wie von vors8nlichem Interesse, porstinlichor Rankiine diktlicrt
wars Tir glaubsu, Im degensatz zu selnosn Tandsleuten, dass

lediglich ¢arliche “nibriistung fHber die Nehandlung des Jtdis-
el Haupbmonns iln an ¢iy Selte Zoles, an 4is Selte der 50w

zialiston gebtrieben hat. Ynd nun zelfbe sich, dass in ihm

noah elvas anderes stockbte als Ironie und geistiges plkure-

ertums J-ner lebendlige ¥ern jJener %ewaltige rast, der in

allon centen Sotirikorn schlummert. 7

Walboor Ulte o (300285, on the other hand, presents the other
gide of the pleture. T nds opinlon, anatole Frence was easentially
"riinstlor” sad not o man of »olitles, slthourh occasionally he show-

ed Interest in socisl probloms.

Um aus Goslnmang und eus tlefstom fierzen Sozialist zu sein,

mass man an dio Monschon glsuben. Anatole France aber war

avch nls Cozlaelist zu sehr Bkeptikor und Pessimist, 180
And so this critic repudlates Lo wotlon that Anatole Prance was a
pacifist, "Anaiole Fraace glaubte iwm Gruade nieht an die Wtglichkelt

des Friodens."18l toreover, ™ ist kein Revolutionkr",182
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ist, s0 ist sein Dozlalisrms wesentlleh rhetorlscher Art,1895
Tn fact, Kfchler insists that jinatole Fraoce was nelthor domocrat nor

i

monarchist, that . considered the bell T in the sowersignty of the
people just as superstitious ag ihe aecceptance of the divine rizht of

kings. o

foe

st in Zerstrer von Pringiolen, sber nicht von Zine

richtungen, 1184

dormann 2apel (1920) &0 me bo taire thi middle ground regnrdlng

Franee's stand on polltics, ¥Ho points out that slthough Fra:aece hoe-
ionged to the social~deomocratic party, uphoavals of aay cort ere
condermind by hilme. Mo prove this, ingel cltos the ract that Anatole
France ridiculed the French Hevolutlon of 1789 as well as its leaders
“and thei@;mctivigiésu Franee belloevoed $hat human progress oamo gra&—
ually. “hy ¢ld hs then supvort vericus soclal movements? The aﬁé§e§
is that

Soin Belteanbtnils zurm Sozlallsmms 1st wohl auch nur solnsr Phile

sobiropic, solnen M15leld wmit allen von f&n§§1 Bedrlckion
oder vom Schickusl werobon suzuscehrelibon, 5

Victor Hlemporer (1926) slso finds 1% diffiecult to detarmine
the exzet politicsl status of aAnatols France. On the one hand he
sppears to be an internationallst in priaeiple and an active enemy of
netionalism, Chauvinism, and militarism;l86 on the other hand, he
accepts aund opposve verious soclal movements, In the face of such &
record, the eritic decidss thhat it is 1apossible Lo kaow just where
he stood politleally.

v owar oln Gegasr des dritten Tapol=on. « » 3ogner dos Kalgers
rrietss, abir such Gogner der Komemne, in spfteren Jahiwren eine
mal soh#nger toulangsrs und fur das Yesr begelstert, im Wolt-
kricg durchaus nationalistisch wsiant, und vor und nach dem
groassen Trilege davbel doen elfvigst.r sSozlalist, Antimiliterist,
Pezifist = was war or bel alledem im Yern seines Wesens? Ich
glaube: in Hozug euf dio Politik gar nichts, ein unpolitischer
ani, so loidonschaftlidi er auch £dr oine bestimmbte Partel
eintrat, S=in porsdnliches Ideal ist das der Iuhe Im Schinen



und im Retrachteni » o <187
¥lemperer adds that inatole France waa just as "wenig Politiker" as
Voltairs wnd just ms little revolutionary as hls famous predecessors
rut, in spite of it, just as Voltaire,

. o« o« &P rmas gegon Bindungon freler Gorechtlgkelt ankfimpfon
bis zum Fanabismus.

"hat he did have that both Voltaire and Fenan lacked was "eln warmes
soziales Mitleid".183

Anatole Trancc's attitud: towawrd waur in genesral and the Great
wapr in particular drew the attention of'sev@ral German crities.
Frenz Farga discussed the subject as late as 1927, He states that
Clemencasu prev-nted "Tiner der gréssten Sehriftsteller Frankroichs
der 3tolz der Nation" from writing and saying anythinﬁ agalnst the
war tiat wes being wagsd, In fact, asnatols France was threatened
with imprisonmsent, A4S soon as the conflict was over, howsver, Anstole
srance resumed his efforts to abolish war. Yhile attending the
Teachers' Natlonal Conzress, he advised the delegates to stop hating
the neighboring peoples, TFarga veports further that during the war
Anatole France visited his most trusted friends and proposed schemes
to end the human slaughters Ie had even written lettors destlined for
w11son and Poincaré in which was pointed out the futllity of the con-
tinuation of war. Of course, no publisher would print these latters,
und he was sdvised not to send them out., But, the longer ths war
continued the more he was convincad that his eountry, or any country,
viector or loser, would svenbtually. suffer the more on account of the
conflict, Anatole France expressed hopes that In the event that his
gountry s:ould win the war, it would follow the Roman aexample and
meke friends with the conquered peoples For this he was sbuged with

harsh words. And, the day of hls funeral ls desceribed by Farga thus:
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Iy wurde im Fricdhof von Neullly sebettet, und als sich der
Zug durch dle Chamns 1vsb-s bewogte, gab es zwar leugler-
ige, die den Weg sHumten, aber an_den prHchtigen Palftaten
blieben alls FPenster pescilossen.

Gottaschalk's cnumeration (1927) of Anatole ¥rance's asctivities

for socisl betterment iavlangthy and ecomnrehensive., I quote in part:

wp kimpfte gegon Lige und Verstellung und sstzte sich fir

wehrheit, “hirlleikolt und Gorechtigkeit ein, Hr leohrte die

V¥lker Versthnlichkeit und predigte den Frieden auf Yrden.

aaf sinem 1m Aurust 1919 ebgehaltonen Lehrerkongross erklir-

te er: Ich kemme nuy © 1 n e n Wass: don Hass gegen den

Ha88. 190

And finally, Alfred Bonsch (1938) tolls us that snetole France
was in resllity an oploure and not a revcelutionlst. e condemned wars,
soecial upheavals, revolutions in general and tho French Revolution in
particular. Tn this respect France was the opposite of J.~Js RoOuge
seeu, whom hc disliked. Rousscau was the only l8th century man who
did not find favor wiih Anatole Franee.lgl The following statement
of R8nsch is fitting to end the dlscussion of this subjects

vy entschlief diesor WWlt im Jahre 1824, und das Volk trauer-

te um ihn, da c¢s glaubte, ¥France wHre soin treuer Mitk¥mpfer

gewesen. Er war es in dor Tabt, aber in einem anderecn Sinne,

als men sich vorstellte. ¥France hatte ss verstanden, dlese

Tllueion his zu Ende zu spielen. Aber im (Grunde seines Herze

ens stand sr dieser nouen Welt skeptlach gegenliber, ¥r war

ein Mensch des 18, Jehrhunderts ein Epikurder, ein Aufklirer,
ein Aristokrat, aber keln Glaiﬁhh@itsapestelui

6. Literary ﬁarkg,

B,R.Curtius (1924) characterizes the four volumes of La Vie
1ittdraire, as woll as sll the works of Anatole France, as having
"einen unvergleichen Reiz®, in whieh "Philologle und Poesie reichen
gsich bei ihm die Hénde", An encyclopedic learning is evident through-

cut his books, Galleries of portralts of librarians and of booke~
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lovers can be arrayed out of France'!s novels. The background of

Sylvestre Bonnard is unguestionably "la cité des livres". Hls books

always testify the fact that thelr author had the natural aptitude
for conceiving antiquity vividly every ti=e he read an old book or
examined a reliec of the ﬁast. Anatole France was generously favored
by the Muses., Without maeking a dogma out of antiquity, he succeeded
in turnings into harmonious prose various facts and detailed informa-
tion derived from the past.

Ie Jardin d'Epicure 1is like a summer house, so to speak, of the

mind and snirit of the writer, And, Les Bieux ont solf clearly shows

wrat Anatole France thought of the Jacobing, 193

In his second article (1924) Curtius expresses the feeling that
France's books are extracts of a great number of books of other
wrlters of the past, and that

Ein unmittelbares Brgreifen des Lebens liegt sciner Kunst
ganz fern. Er formt nur Geformtes.,

Curtius's comment on La Révolte des Anges 1s simply thia:
e « » €in glinzende Noman, ein Melsterwerk des Siebaigjihri-
gen, das elne Nenkwiirdige Satlre der dritten franzslschen
Republik unmlttelbar vor dem Ausbruch des Weltkriegos 1st.

The speeches and manifestoes collected and published under the title

Vers les Temps meilleurs appeared to Curtius of considerable social

siznificance, for he describes them thuas
Sie bedeuten einen Feldzug fir wahre Demokratlie, filr SHuber-
ung der Politbtik, fiir inﬁernationale Verstiindlgung und fried-
lichen Mensbhheltsfortaschritt,l?
Auernhcimer (1924) calls Te Livre de mon aml "bezauberndes

Buch" and Le Lys rouce "z#irtlicher Liebesroman". And, the His-

toire Contemporaine 1s said to be a satlirical description of-French
society under the Third Republlie, In this last work, Anatolc France

is definigéiy a Republican’and s friend of progress and enlizhtenw
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The two novelebtes Jocagte and Le Chet maigre (1879} are con-

sidered by Loveh (1925) as rather weak storles and reminiscent of the
works of Floubert, Tsudet, and Tlckens, In them, as in Les Dédirs

de Jeen Servien {1682), the herves are "lauter Uarren", nHefore Thals,

such works as L'Abeille (1883), Le Livre de mon ami (1885), Hos *n-

feuts (1887), and the collection of storles under the title Balthamar
(1889) are all "entztickend - sber nicht schr Original“elg6 And
Thafs (1890), seve the critie, "is®t ohne Renan und Flaubert {Tanta-

tion de SainteaAntoine) nicht zu denken®.197

Vietor Auburtin (1924) has indieabted his rredilection for
France's works which are fre: from politlcal tendency, such as:

Tha¥s, Los Dleux ont soif, La ROtisserie de la Reine Pédeuque, and

others wnieh are mainly manifestations (Offenbarungen) of heauty and
wisdoms.. In some of thess, the critie statns, ofton one sentence
teaches a grester lesson than volumes of "paohwerks” , 198
Otto Grautoff reported in 1925 that according ©o a popularity
vote taken in America at the beglnning of 1924, Anatole Prance wass
aftor Weurice Waetorlinek and Homain Rolland, the most widely read
writer, 7The eritie added that France's books had a large eircula-
tlon also in Garmany.lgg
Disagreeing with the Danish literary historiaen, Goorg Brandes,
who hed aivided tie whole litervary activity of Anatole France into
two periods and had asserted that Anatole Frsnce wes different during
these two perlods, & fine ironist during the first and a political
Pighter during tho seeond, Walther Ktciler {1925) declares that:
Ne literarische “irksamkelt von Avatols France ersbreckt
aich ftber mehr als &0 Jahre., Seine Hauptwerke fallen in

die gzwel letzten Jenrzehnte dsa 18, und in das epate Jahp-
zehnt des 20. Jahrhundertss In ellen diesen Jahren und in
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allen Torken bleibt er Im wesentlichen derselbe¢260

Vietor Klemporer (1926) calls Lo Crime de 3ylvestrs Sonnard

(1881) ™ronlorzhlung”. He agress with Terch that the second part
of the book has 1little originality and the first part, La Blche, re=- -
veals Anatole France at 1la bestb,

Aver os ist doeh schon der genzeé France vorhanden, und der
Vorwurf gartenlaubonhafter “cichliehkelt, den Lorch mit
einigem Reoht geren den zwelten Tell des Buches erhebi,
trifft eben nur diesen zweiten. W8 ist charakbtorlstlaeh,
dass ¥Frenee an seiner Originalitiit dort Sciaden erieldet,

wo er in bliche® Welse oin geschlossen:s Hunatwerk ane-
gtrebt, ein Gedicht, das nur Gedicht, eine Novells, die nur
Jovello sein will, wo er sich dle Seltenspringe ins medi-
tierende Plaudern, ins halbe oder ganze Philosophleren oin-
igormasaon untersagts « » dlese gwelte Jovells ist wirkliech
bel gller Anmut oin EKlein wenlg sttsslich. Aher ist La Blche,
der erste und flr sich bestehende Teil Ges Buches, auch wirk-
1ich so "bolansloe®, wie Lerch meint? Ich halte gerade dies-
ogoa S5tllck fir don eraten richtigen Frence,

La Rbtissorie de 1a Reine Pédauque (1895}, according to Klem-

perer, is a mile-stone alon; the way of Franes's literary activity.
With this book, Anatole I'rance left his library and cane out of the
"gelassenhelt des Rokokotums”. There Is a great deal of agltation
& 1la picaresque novel and & greaﬁ deal of Rahelaisian‘épicuri&nism
(Tebenslust) in the adventures of Jacques Tournecbroche, the narrator
of the story,gog And filvally,

o s o 30in hUchst locker geftigte Histolre contomporaine. s »

zeict ihn ganz und gar bei den Gegnern der KXirche, dos

Heeres und jeder Rinrichtung, dle er fir reaktlondr hilt,

7alte Strecken dieser Lffcher sind polemische und satirische
¥asals tfber Zoitthemen, 203

Le Crims de Sylvestre Ponnard is strongly recommended by
L., Schorlemmer as & btextbook, In an article (1827) on "Kulturkund=

liche Betrachtungen bei der Lektire von A. France: Lg Crime de Syl-

vegtre RBonnard® wvarilous cultural themes ave pointed out by the crltles

geogrephical besuty of France, significance of Paris with 1its Intel-

lectual 1ife and educational activities and the river Seine as 1ts
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soul, a wmotherts influcnce on her children, the ideals of French
womon, politoncss of the cultured French noole, etc. A1l these in-
formative sao cultural features are found by Sehorlermer lan Le Crime

de sylvestre Bennard.304 Turthermore ;

Nesse schlichie “rzihlung hat nun A. France nicht nmur mib
dem ganzon Zauber selner Sprache ausgostattet, sondern auch
wit den Auggtranlungen soines vielseltigen Gelgtes wikleld-
ety o o o9

La Vic de Jeanme d'Are (1908) is one of France's books which

remeins, in comparison with his other works, less known to the German
eritics., Ooorg lmnsohoff 1s one of the few who read the book in the
tronsletion of ¥, aria Zwelg (1926) and published in 1927 & book=
revic: of it. Among other things, Rensoholf wrote as follows:

Anatole France, den man sich kaum ohne lronlsches T.lHcheln
denken kann, hat vor disser ergreifenden Geschlchte seliner
"yleinen Heiligen® sich such das leiseste sptttlache Zwinke
svn versagt. Hur ab und zu ist etwas, wle eln unterdriicktes
IL#cheln stenengebllsben - geduldssam, beschwichtizend: "So
werdon wir lcider nivmals orfahren, oh sie RBrisfe vom Erz-
engoel Michasl oder von Den h+iligen Memen Katharinas und
Margareta orhalten hat.”

Das Bueh 1st ein Tsilsterwork - heute nach zwanzily Jahren

braucht man das elgeutlich nicht mehr zu sagen - oine Lolste

ung der Sachlichkelt und kinstlerisehen Selbstbeherrschung «ee208
rax Pribille (1957) was loss favorably impressed with La Vie de

Jesnne dYAre, for he wrote as follows:

susanmonfassend kénnen und miasen wir sagen: Das Werk
Prancss biotet nicnt objektive Gesshiehﬁe, sondern ist
durel” und durch ein mendenawork, 20
Max Hirsch{1928), on the other hand, commends Anatole France
for havin. writien the 1life story of Joan and for the way he did 1t.
The good features of the work are these:

Die Darstellung dor geschishlichen Erelgniscs, der Schlacht-
on und Belagerungen, der Bisgh@fa, des Kalsors uad seiner
Umsebung sind meisterhaft,ga

Eindrucksvoll und ergraifend werden die visionen des klein-
en Hirtenmidehens und dis schmubzigen Phantasiegobilde lhrer
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vichtorlichon CGegner geschildert, . « Das Werk ist von der
seecle gesehrieben, #s mutet an wle eln Akt der 3clbatbeow
frelung, Tle Analvace von Johannas Tesonsart aber fst ein
Tokument ‘der Frauenkunde, <0

Les Noces Corinthienncs (1876) is of Parnassien form, acoording

to Walter Cottschalk (1927), and ig "sein Melsterwork als “ichter im
engereon Sinn', Althow h the colleetion of poems is not strictly

spoaking original - Goethe had troeseted the sarme theme in the Braut

von Corinth =~ "Doch wahrt sich der Frangose seine Zigenart. » « =in
elgenartiger Muft entlken Wolhrauchs strbnt was sus ihnm entgegen',

#ith the publieation of Jocaste and Lo Ghat malgre in 1879,

Anatole ¥rance had glven up writing poetry. 7This Gottschalk wregr ts,
becausge as a woet Anatole France was very pPOmi&lng.le Gottschalk'!s
brief commcnbts on these bwo noveslebties are the following:

Dic Schilderung der lclehitlebigen VHlkchens, das es8 zu Xsine
ey wehroen Tinstleorsechaft bringt, erfolght halb komisch, halB
satirisch. = Relde Hovellen lassen uns im Grande XKthl. Keine
rarson ocrwveckt unser Inbtoressc, goscnwelge denn wigere Syme-
pathie, Die Spannung erlahnt streckonwslse, France hat sich
noch niecnt selbst gefunden, er ist noch ein Suchender, ein
Teatender, Nur an gans wonlgoen Stellen zelgt sich schon dis
kiinstlerische Higenart deas Auntors.2ll

fnortsehall reports that at the time he wrote his erticle, Le

Orime de Svivestre Donnerd was France'!s most popular book in Germeny.

wvery reader romsmbored vividly the kind old man Bonnard who possesse
ed an undorstanding mind and a youthful heart.fl2 Gottschalk agroees

with other critlcs on some points of thls book and disagrees on other
points, as the followlng statement clearly shows:

Alle Kritiker haben richtlg erkannt, dass slch Anatole France
in dem Professor Bonnard zum ~rsten Male selbst zelchnet.

Aber ea 1lst irrig =zu behaupiben, ey habe dem Gelehrten selne
sigene rosgimistiscue oltansehanung in den Mund gelegt. 8yle
vastre wird ebenso wenig von einseitigem Possimismua beseelt
wic Anstole In dlesem Abschnitt seines dichterischen Schaff-
ens. Dor Gelohrte tritt uns als Mumorist in des Wortes edel-
ster Hedtutung entgegons Unbter Humor verstehen wir jeno “nlte
snschauung, die uns Menschen am besten gerecht wird. BSie
leugnet nicht unsere vielfacuen Fehler und SciwHchen, sle
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shioht aber cuc: das gubs 7ollon in uns. « « Vit Anatole Franee
ist gzugleleh Svivestre Bonnard ein echther venschenfreund, 213

The. novel Les Désira de Joan Servisn {(1882) does not fall,

aceording to dotise:alk, into the period of humorous writinss of
Anatols Frances It 18 a "roman dtenalyse" and it was composed in
diary form ton years previous to its mublleation. In 1t we have
Fpancols own rocording of tho feelings, sspirstilons, and loagings of
nis youthful soul,.?l%

Sottschalk's summary ohservations of Le i: 1ittéraire are

these:
viollen =i den Gesambeindruck s2iner Yic littérairc feste-

&

holten, so ist ss zu sugon, duss wir Irasce wolt gensuer
kennen lornen als die “ferke, die er zu besprechen hat, ., .

Tep Bbor gensmuer zusieht, rmuss zu der Wherzocugung golange

en, dass die vier liHnde der Vie 1ittéraire nicht lrmer ause
gsglichen sind, dess biseeilen Gedankon geBussert werden,

die zu dem @rundton des kritischen Workes im Gegensats

oder doch wenlgatens wnit ihm niebt genz im Zinklang ste n, 218

Thets (10%1),Lir Gottoschalk!s opinlon, is a novel "psychologliseh
fein sufgebaut und sprachlich h@rverragend",glﬁ

La libtlsseric de ia roins récaugue (1893) is considered b

Gottachalk as tne chicf novsl of the skeptleal kind wrlitten during

the secend period of Francels literary production, and, "Formal be-
trachtot geh¥rt er gwsifellos zu den besten Leistungen dos Sehrift-
stallers. « « dis Papstellung wirkt Husserst lobendig! L7 After
pressnting the pros tnd cons of tu: leadlng character, Abbé Coignard,
snd mentioning the fact that some eritics found the novel serene wiiile
others thought it grave and sober, Gottschalk declares that "Bis kurz
vopr Schluss d=s “omens blelnt uns =0 ein herber, blttorer Nachge=-

schmack 1m Vunde',.<18

Gottschalk's cstimate of Le Iys rouge (1894) 1is enclosed in two

17
w

short and pointed sontences:
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Dar “oeph von Lo lvs rouce kann niert Im phofflichen llogen.
Fr borvht auf drn golstvolien Gesprichen einiger Parsonsn
md don einzly schiinen Teturschilderunien, 2L

L1 re contommoraine ss a whole iz consldered s great

work by tiis Cevman eritic. In this groun of four novels, possimlsw
tie denletions seen to predeminate, Thorefore, the critic chooses
to design&te the vesrs durinz which fhese novels were written (1897
1901) 838 %. & o 2Zuriten Unberabacmitt der zwalten Wauptepochs des
Frenecsenen Romanweri:s die pessimistisch-satirische Periode”. Dide
cussing those fonr novels further the eritic writes:

Genlsse Kepltel von ¥, Rerpgerest & Parls stehen nicht auf

Yinatlerischer Hohe, sondern voprruaben in Hnsserst stiren-

der “eisc den sozislistischon Partsisingor. Hls 3ind weile

:p pionts als Progrormrseden. Fir don Fortbogtend dos Tomens
bedsutet diese Tatsache sine grosse Gefahp,280

0f the few books of Anntole France ebout which Gottschelk 1is

more or less enhhusiastic, La Vie de Jepnne dfére is one. His comment

on 1t 1s this: ;
Kitnstisrisch bebrechtet steht die "Vie de Jeanne dl'ire

durcheus aufl der erwsrhbeton Fdhe. Irance zelst sieh anch
hier ala entziickendsr a&zﬁhlegi rrosger Stimungzoktinatler

3

unil felnalmiger Psychologe.~

LYTie dos Pinpoulns {1908) is ealled a poweriul and opprasgsive

satirs on Christianity oand modern civilizabtion, In this novel we mee
Anatols France's changé in political senas:
sp 18t vom Soszlallsmis zum radikaelen Kommanismus abgeschwonkts
¥ihilisrus nnd Anarchismus sprechen auf Schritt und Tritt aus

der "Ingel der Pinguino", dleser grandiosen Travestie Frank-
releng, “R8

Trancets novel on the French Revolution of 1789, Los Dieux ont

soilf (1912), 1s considsrved by Gotisehalk superior to La Vie de
Jesnne d'Arc (1908) from the standpoint of eomposition, but not a
historical nov:l in the full ssnse of the —ord.

Tn seiner’Vie de Jeanne dtarc" war France Geschichtaforsch-
er, hler in "Los dicux ont solf” Ist or walt mehr Kinstler
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ope wrr molcohnet nur Episoden, dle wilcllaicht char-
sind, nicht gher dic ganzo uenc dente dor ETD88-
Ghe Voo YollstBndilikelt kean eine Reds oilng
asen sohat or nicht in L‘(*Weg;ung RG]

In Gotischalkta epinion. Le ﬁéqglte,des snges (1913) 1Is France's

last grost novel, Wowsvor, he agrees with Pavl “ieglor in that thils

o

work is actually Urancals paradisc lost.

"La révolite des angss" stellt die grandiose, aber unhoime-
1lohe und bedrtclkonds Satire sines vBllig Ungliubigen dar,
der den unzulinglichen Jszldmbazoth der Christon verleumded
und schmtint. Augloich hebon wir suceh hier noch 2Limel den
genzoen anetole France dor satiriscia-unossinlstischen Pore
fodr, deon alsovnden Dichbter mit sciner “potilust, seliner
q,Lnnlic‘ eit ung soiner tiefon ¥ensclhinverachtung, <’ &

P

Telerin Ysreu {18929) spplies a metapnor to tho works of snatole

Frence in general vhieh is guite gppropriante and well-conceived,

Frenco st dop %ngkﬁr, der Zauberkiinstler des Haterialls-
mg, ¢:r dic Stoine und die Knochun dér Karthager Hannibels
durch dle “vruhrﬁng mit seiner Vornunft zum Lebuon erweckt;
gelne Bieher sind dopr Dabnn fines Panticons, in dem dile
Kleinen und dle Grossen, dle GemMseverkiufer und die oriont-
glischen Hiniginnen mlt demselben Rochto ruhicn. o « depr
Sen. durch dag Tasbyrinth dor Gedankien, Nuancen, und Reflexe
wuy nafuunﬁia 7 Blaseltigkeis der skition, zur Yles publlies,
bildet orst don ganzen anatol: Fraance, Hr vorkiindot ein
W aealterelgndils: der Xlarsiziamus, elne z:lte glor-
isehe Xultur, begr@sst in der Integralen Revolutlon die nsu-
on Rlomenten dor sescllsehuft.220

Alfred 11lcet deteets {1PE1) ths influvences of the Parnassian

genool of vootry in Anstole Francels Poémes dorés {1873) und charasct-
erizes them in the followling manner:

s« s s Sic 8ind kiug und fein und kthl, auffdllend unpersiine
lich, eine Lyrik ohne Liebe, der reinste Leconte de Lisle,

Les Noces eorinthienncs (1876) Pillet declares Yeine freie Nachdicht-

ung von Goethes Uraut von Korinth", 226

Le Orine de,ﬁylvestre ponnard marks for Pillet the heginning \/'

of Anatole Francets maturity as an artlst and popularlity ac a writer,

Pillet finds the o parts La BOche and Jeanne slexandre, whiech

make up the novel, loossly connected b the personality of Bonnard.
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The ertiic enrs-sohorizon tho first nort ss "einer aleht hodeutenden,

aber 11.hon

tirdisen und heiteren Yovelle™, snd the secorw vt he
speaks ol ws Toiner pgrdsseren, ticfer anpelegbon und snsynruchsvellor-

1 £342
en, romsnartigsn Hrzghlung® . 7

rillet ¢ sigzuates Lo Fhtisseric de l2 reine w8dnugue as the

rincst covk of Anatole Francs, ‘“he fo 11lowing sontances summsrize the
criticts vicvs of this novel:

Hier stoht alles auf glelcher Tbhes dis Erzihlung, bald
heiter behepglich, bald stemlos dringend, mencihmsl sieh var-
aweizend urd nio soich verlisrend, dle Charakterlstik der
rorsonen, Gic in ﬁhr r yiensehlicikelt gosehen cind, in de
Tumpfh=1lt ihror Inshtinkbs, aber such in deor Grisse ihprsr
Tdeele ung selbet ihror Yanlevon, die Flille und “Yammipglel-
11<,1c it dar Gedaniion, die smvmt des Stils, die Gureh dle

senlichtheilt und MNaivitht des frzahlewa Jag uwes Tourne-
hrae~“ noch kBistlic oy wird.

r11let owemnes most of France's works, soms briefly, some at

longth, witrout nmwling an anoraisel of many of them. Put, his lau

>

somothing to soav about Ta R8velte dos snges.

Teh wiirde es nicht fir das grlsste Terk des Dichters asnsehen:
dagu fehlt mir wenigstons der Sinn des Ganzen: denn dess
dicsor 2inn wirklich dor wHre, dess dis ganze Hoplirung dep
Frngel ;;gon Sobt -~ ofay vislnshr gegen den alten Demiurgos
unsersr Elofinen Welt, dsn heschrinkt-tlickischen Jaldabeaoth
und seine himmlischen Yeerscharen - k e 1 n en Sinn hat,
wertl d sehn auf den Siof Satanz einmal die Rache Juhves folgen
wlirde, des scheint mir nur elin rettender ¥infell, elin an-
nehmberer ScnlussiReY

A1fred PBBnsch {(1938) considers Jean Servien an sutoblography

with & thin cosbt of litorary varnish., Citing Giraud's 230 SUSLC8~-
tion thet a cowmparison betwoen Jean Servimn and NDaudzt's Le Petit
Chose mey be casily established, %tnsch polints out the sinllarity be-
tween the dzsives of Jepa Seorvion sad the "Loléen® of young Warther.

Die ahnllchkelt geht Hber die parallele Passung; dor Tltel hine-
aus, Ooothe und France habon sich frihzeitlg selber darge-
atellt, Coothe hat 6 1 n FErlebnis seiner Jugend, und France
hat d & 8 lHricbals seincry Jugend in cine durchsichtlse Form
£OLOS 5O g lat Ubsrraschend, dass beide ihren Helden den
Weg ihrer cigeonen drlebnisse gchen lusssn und ilm am iinde in


Ahnlichko.lt

die Katastrophe stiirzen,s:l

-~

e Crim- de Sylvestre Bonnard 1s celled by Blusch a "menschen-

froundlichstes work”, At the same time, the critie finds 1ts com-
position very imporfect, bocsuse:

Wen kena dss Bueh in keine llterarische Ordnung einrelhen.

Eine Handvoll Tagebuchanfzelichnungen und zwei lange Enlsod-

en, dis nng'gnn glelchen Heldeon, aber sonst nichts gemeln-

sem haben, <9

ronsch 1s the only German critie, whose comments on Anatole

Frencets works I have exemined, who has expressed his opinion ofq&g

Puits de sainte Claire. Judging by his reaction to this book, the

s

novel is of rreaster importance than 13 generally known. Here is what
Btinsch wrote about 1t:

Nirgends ist or viellelcht so tlefsinnip, so treuherzlg, so
wahr, so edel und so elnfiltig wie in dieser ¥NrzH#hlung., Er
zeigt sich als ein Tlalektiker von unheirmlicher Scharfsichb-
igkeit, als ein Sophist von Uberragenden Dimensionen, als
&in Loglker dos Parsdoxen, als oin Uberlegen:r Spleler mit
vorten und legriffens Die Ironie schlummert tlef im Grunde
dicses Brunneng,edss

BSnsche's obsprvations on Anstole France's works in general are
these:

a) They lack & definite form and hence 1% is impossible to elassify
some of them.

b) They wers comprsad not so much: for the sske of treatment of
themes and cheracter depiction as for tie purpose of expressing ideas,

¢) There is very 1ittle of the fable element in them.

d) The works generally show that their author was a moralist and
oritie rather than a novelist,

e) France's books are sprinkled with numerous anecdotes.

f) After the anecdotes, France had a predilection for the novslette,
whieh he uscd am a vehicls for his thought.

g) As to his novels, NI8nsch quotes Klsbund®3% wno says that they
are "beladen mit susserkinstlerisenem Ballast, mit Kunsttheorien,
YoralitH#ten, p¥dagogischen Problemen und teusend a%%eren Peinliche-
koiten. « « Romane sind nur annthernd vollkommen'. 55
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VI, CONCLUSION

It is sufficliently evident, from the material prescnted, that
the Cermen cyvitiles gave Anatole France the eonsiderstion that he
as & man of letters merited. At first the critics wers rather cau-
tious, concise in their critieism, and relatively few in number., If
we take the year 1882 as a noint of departure, before which date no
German eriticism was published as fax as 1t 1s possiblo to determine,
we may say that Yrance!s fortuie in Germany was slow in coming. In
1689 he was forty-five years of age and had salready written and

published about a dozen books. His Le Crime de Sylvestre Donnard

(1881), t1e best of the carlier works, and Le Livre de mon ami (1885)

had made his neme widely known st home and abroad. ¥r., Kreysslg's

mention of Anutole Prance in Gesehiahta der franzBalischen Hational—

1lteratur (1889) is very brief and inconspicuous, Xreyssig delgned
to include his name among the lesser wrilters of France,

During the ten years from 1889 to the close of the lreyfus
case in 1899, major German critics nublished only threo articles
which wmay be conslidered as eriticsl studles of inatole France wund his
WOoTKs « \Gf these thres articles, the first oney; that of Wermenn Bahr
in 1894, 1s 8 good exemple of German objeetive critleism. Centering
this attention mainly on Anatole France's litorary criticlswm, Bahir
rirhtly asscrbts that the criticlsm of Anatole France 1s entlrely
subjectiv: and impressionistic, =Eduard 'ngel, another literary hise

torien, gavs more space to Anatole Franece in his Geschichte der

frengbsischen Literatur (1897) then Kreyssig did elsht yeaws before,
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without contributing however very much to the beginning of Ternman
eriticlsm on fnatele ¥rancee.

7, RBeer!s arbticls of 1888 ia the first Germon study which
treats with annreciation the versatility of Anstol=: Francej and,
Ao Urunoomennts eontribotion the follewing year, 1886, is the only

detallecd study of Francel!s works in peneral end Le Orime de Sylvestre

Fonnard in particular that was made during this first neriod., Tn my
Judgment,‘%ranuemann shows mor und-=retunding and aopreciation of
Anetol: France snd hils 1iterary works than anv oth-r critic bafore
1800, Othor articleé and hooke-revicwa which avvnecared durins the
first period are on the vhole of little importance.

Anatole Franco's particilpation in the Droyfus case during
1898 and 1899, contributed toward cresting morc interest in his works
amons tixe Geyman ceritles. Regimning with 1800, during which vear at
lesst scoven articles or book-reviews apneared, German oriticism bhe-
care qulte voluminous. Tt inersased 1n volume and ingortanée untll
the outbroak of tie Creat Var in August, 1914, During this perilod,
wmany articles in which Anatols France was studled from different
rolnts of vies appeared in various Goerman publications. MNoab of the
writers of these articles mainbtained a very favoruble impression.
Some of them even had grest enthusiasm for Anatole France as a writ-
or, Amons thesc numerous commentators, ten or twelve are of nation-
al fewe and a few of intornational renown, It should be notod that
none of the major eritics during *thls second vperiod held an adverse
attitude toward Anatols France, With the axception of the war pariod
thle 1s true rogarding German critleism as a whole. Hostlle views
were srpressed only by the second-rate crities,

Arthur “loesser, famous literary historian and critic and first
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of the major studmbs of France's works in noint of Hime during the
second poriod, 13, withoub aany doubt, one of the fGerman eritics who

ars seholarly in thelr intevpretation of Anatole France. Tloesserts

ownhasis 1s rightly put on the 1dea tnat Anatole France was distinct-
Ly o Tobinloh in tosto, style, culture, and turn of mind. Regarding

inetole F-ence's merits as a eritic, Floesser diaagrecs with Termann
Bahr snd pronocuncnes Anatols Franee one of the flnest oi modern litor-
ary cprltiices,

Mssgroement on some colnts 1s in reality the marked feature
of the crities. In goneral they agrse as to Franee'!s sechilcvencnts
as a styllat, but they express divergent oninion about his writing of
novels, %elling of storles, anﬁ evaluating the literary works of
nath rs, es w1ll as hils poetie insniration. For Suchler and Birche-
Hirschfeld, France's novals are disconnected episodos; for Uans Lindau,
on the other hand, ther ar: bettar than most modern novels. Lindau
plso malintasina that France's vortrazyel of characters is masterful and
ghat his characters remein vivid in the memory of the resder, duard
Engel however 1s of the oplnion that anetole France lacked skill for
developing e character and that the -mding of his novels 1s alwayé
week. While fGnzal elaims that Anetole France could not tell a story,
Re¥ eMeover declares that he sueecezsfully combined the old #nglish
story of adventure with the ﬁhilosOphiéal tale of Volkaire. HEfdard
Engel and Ludwig Hatvapy oxpressly indicate that Anatole France was
not & poet} Hduard Schdn, however, ellows him a sensitive and poet-
ie¢ soul, if not "poetische Fundamentalgeftthle™,

In .my judgment, fduard Schin,; fthe anthor of two long smtudies,

one on Lg Vis littéraive and the other on Die fomano der Histoire

contemporaine, is the most scholsrly eritic of this second period.
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First, Schin dlaplavys o faly estimote of Anatole Frouee the maén. In
e gecond pluen, tils eritic seoms Lo ha dramm information dir ct-
1y from the works ol fnuaitole France rether than from cother cerities,
Govyman or Freach. And in the third rnlace, Sehdn dlaplays no hHlas or
seodudier; Rig vwiewnoint is that of s lssrned man whn seeks first to
understand, then to informe He i3 an sdmirer of snatole France's
style withwout being over-enthusiastie gbout it., iiscussing [rancets
ert of writing novels, Schin doss not merely comment on whether ithe
novels are good or bad; he carefully voints out in detell thelr good
points, or the defects 1If there be any. Schin agrecs with Hermenn
Behr tnat Francets eriticism is purely subjective., Hia explanation
of this, howover, is thougatful and well«founded, ¥He does not eupect
cbjective criticis from a writer vho is primarily an artist,

Most of the coritice are baffled at Trance'!s philosorhic ideasg
they find so many con*rvadictlons and paradoxes in thesm that they are
at a loss as to his "Veltanschauung”. Hans Hagen thinks that no
rhilosophy wais aceentable to his ever-changing polnt of view. Suche
ier and BircheHirschfeld characterize France'!s philosophy by the word
"Nichtwissen",. But Sch®n, with whom Hans Land is in aceord, cone
slders Anatole France a nhilosoph r by nature, He says that France
took evevvthing phiiosaﬁhically, even all the syatems of various
philosorhies, Yere Sch8n shows & deep inslzht into the meaning of
Prancels thoughtss, vherveus other erities do not think that Franee's
vhilosophy is tenable, SchBn and Lend consider 1t a truc philosophy
with a firm belief in the vrogress of mankind.

As might be expected, th:ure 1s no agrsement aimong the eritics
rogarding Anetole France's various literary works, It is Impossible

to make any reasonable cgtimate as to which on= of the novels is pree-
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ferred by most critics, since not all of them discuss all the books

that Anatols France wrote. Wuring thils second perind, Ls Lys rouge
aop=sers to be in the lime-light. A.Rrunnemann deseribes 1t as the
most colorful of french passionate novels, and Artbur ¥loesser calls

it Prancels "Molsterwerk®. An snonymous reviswer of 1. Nepgergt &

Papls thinks 1t an exeellont sketeh of contemporary life. “duard
ngel however would not admit it to the class of novels whleh con-

stitute works of art. Uans Hagen conslders I'Hlstolrec contomporaine

a skillful depletion of Franeh soclety during the 1890's. Uduard
Sendn finds all four volumes of this colleetion without unity bhoth

in composition and in action. At least five Geyman critics concur

in their estinate of Sur la Pierre Blenches; all of them, Tudwig Hatw
vany, Frast Heilborn, Josei Hofmiller, Hugo 7ick, and "mille Schomamn,
would not place 1t in ths cabtegory of elther novals or philosophlcal

works, Not mmieh has been written on L'Ile de Pingouins, My susple-

ion is that the hook was too difficult for interpretation. That 1%
satirizes French historv is the wost that was sald about it,.

On the whole, German critielsm published between 1900 and the
Grzat War 1s favorable and distinctly individualistic. only the
minor eritics show dependence upon sources of informatlon other than
Anatols France's own works., The major critles ss'a ruls base their
opinion on vhat they have derlived from reading the works themselves,
either 1n the original or in a translation.

Anetolo France's future seemed indeed very bright in Germany
just before the declaration of the Great War. wduard Schin's schole
arly end comprehensive study in 1911 and another in 1913, Richard

¥Meyer's book, Die Weltliteratur im zwanzicsten Jahrhundert (1913) in

vhich snatol: France 1s given a prominent pleace, articles by Z“rnst
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Heilborn, Josef Hofmiller, and Franz Blei, as well ag a large number
of studlies coming from critica of lwsgér fame, indicate the growth
of intercst in him. Unfortunately the international confliet Acscende
ed lize = thunderholt and annihilated many good things, amoni them
the growth of 1nterest in Anatole Franeels vorks, As Soon as war wes
declared, “erman interest in Anatols Fransce becams practically dead,.
Only three articlos appeared in 1915 end every one of them in s
hogtile tone. As far ss I am able to determine, 1918 brousht forth
only unimnortant comments that wero written by p certain ¥. Goth on

8ur 1s Vole ploricuse, and 1917 registered nothing.

Altnough German intorcst in Anatole Prance revived aftor the
cessation of nakionsal hostilities, the war atﬁituda lingerod somevhat
until his decth on October 12, 1924, During the rost-war years while
Anstole Yrsnece lived, no major critic d:voted any space to him, oOf
the several articles or notices that wer: published during this time,
Bugen Kohler's corment (1818) on the areing French writer is somewhat
adverse in tone, Several others are tinsed with the socialistic mood
of the time, and the article of Friedrich Opneln-Rronilowski (1925)
openly accus~s snatole Frome: nf nlagiarism. It ssems that it was in-
d«~ed unfortunate for Anatole France to finlsh the course of hilis 1life
during the post-war vears. FHad he lived in the time of Viector Hugo
‘or of ¥lsubert his fame In Germany would have bsen much greater,

Gevwan intorest, which was rovived on the day following his
desth, was for a time quite enthusiastic. Humerous srticles bogen to
appear in the Usrman newspepers and soon lengthy studies were publishe
ed in various perlodicals. 77 the end of 1924, nearly two score of
apticles wers printed, most of them coming of covrse from minor

erities, but quite a number from renowned scholsrs, Among the lstter
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pppear sucn names as Frast Robert Curtiuz, nerhapa the most irpore
tant German acholar of “omance languages and literatures; ¥,0.5rdmanng
Kosimir Rdsehmid, the novelist, dramatist,; and leader of the express~
fonistic movement in Germanys Arthur “loesser, the literary historiang
Teinrvich "anng Y. Peasarge, translator of Ibseni Renéd Schickele, 41—
gatian writer: Pduard Wechssler, o professzsor in Perling and s few
serticles of dldtinct merit published snoaymously,

It wes indeed a faet that in order to live In Germany Anatole
France had to die. Cerman Interest in him continued strong also dure
ing tha followin: three vears. Fasialr Wdserhmid and Arthuar “loesser
contributed other articles in 1925, The same year Walter Kiichler,

editor of the Neuaren fprachen, wrote a langthy study on Anatole

Frence, and the lyric poet Pichard Schaukal published thros articles,
g1l wery flattering. PTuring 1926, two well-written and scholarly
studies were published: one by Vichor Klemperer in his book Die

Franz@isische TLltarstur von wapoleon bis zur Gepenwart and another by

Max Pribllla entitled "Anatols “rance sls Goschichtsdhreiber”, Of
shout a dozen articlss thrat anpeared in 1927, elther Gottschalk's
ard Alfred Pilictts ar» wmost® scholarly.

After 1927, German critiecism of Anstole France begen to wane
in volume and content, Turing e neriod of ten years, only about four
studies were published by the major critics. They are the articles of

Rlfred Pillet (1930}, of Robert Planck (1934), and of ¥,%,Kirchhof

18, Jehrhundert,.

After Anatole Trance's death, his personallity secmed of great-
=y dimension to tho Gorman oritics, ¥rnat Robert Curtius conslder~d

him a sreat turonean, a champion of justice, and the last of the Im~-
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portent bhumenlsts who stood for "ﬂufklérﬁng". To Arthur 4loeaser, he
wes now & men of crtrsordinary versatllity. Raoul Auernhoimerts
visws ealarged and the critic saw o Sowering personallty in a man whe
previcusly was only an average Frenchman.

Some commentators viecwed this immosing personality as problena-
tic, rugeq Lereh for cxample in 1985 wrote directly on the subject
ﬁkm_ﬁroblam,ﬁnatnla France®, F;ve years laber, Veinrich ¥ilrchhof alm
am@hasized the cemplgxity of Tpanca's personalitv. and as late os
1938, »1fred BSnseh spoks ol anatole Vraancoe as 2 psycholoslesl puzzle,
Therc is no doubt bubt that it was Alfficuls for the Germans to inter-
pret Ahatola wranct. His distinetly Tetin turn of mind and Gallic
temperament baflfled vheme The pesult is thet on soms points the
eritics dificr.

snetols “rancels atyle is one thing about which there seems to
be generel sgresment. 'he major German critics, without any excep-
tion, procleim snatole France the host Freneb stylist of his day.

Some snalyse his way of writiag, some stross the fact that Francefs
lenguare Ls untransleteble into Govman, btut a1l admire 1ts lueldity,
elearness, and harmony. e douibt Trance's language influenced many
eritics to sneak of him as essentlally Treuch and & revresentutive of
the Latin culturc. Judging him by the languege, he scemed altogether
classic in style and taste, "hat a man with such classical lansuage,
evisboeratlic maanwrs and taste should ebbead soctialistic and comune
1stic matherim: s later in 1ife did not seem congyruons to vwny critlos.

Tf re consider the German criticism as a whols, bthe following

points stend out clearly:

1) wot o great deal of attention was pald anetoln Prance and
his books before the =nd of the 19th century.
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2) Franece's joining Zols in the intercst of soclal Justice
during the Dreyfus affair spurred the German critics
to study his works.
3} Judgiﬁg by the number of ertieles anpearing in the German
press, Ainterest in Anatole France lnereased gradually
until the Great War.

4) The hostilitics between Feance and (evmany definltely check-
ed this interast.

5) vhat was written @yl rublighed during the war 1s ting-d with
the war attitude of the time and is distinetly of little
valuc.

6) Whatever adverse eriticism came out was largely due to the
Groat War, snd it was made by second-rate critics.

7) The fact that the cessatlion of hostilitics immediately in-
greased the publication of CGerman eritlcism which was on
ths whole guite favorablec mskes the last three points
more tonubles

8) Soon after Francels d-ath a flcod of articles appeared,
many of which were rathcer hastily wkitten, or as Gott-
sehulk expresses 1t, "offonbar lange Hand vorbersitet".

9) The tide of German oritieism stood quite high for about
four years, then begimning in 1928 receded, and steadi-
1y lowored itself until the ground beeume entlrely dry
in 1936 snd 1937.

It is nolther easy nor entirely feasible to evaluate all the
oritics, In ths First place, they ars too numerous, and in tho see
cond place, most of them are altogethor unknown outside of Cermany.
The best that ecould be done is to judge tusm by thelr contributioﬁ to
the field of criticism on Anutole France. This method, of course,
is not s=ntirely %tust 1n sore cases, Because a certaln writer did not
produce a long article on Anastole France does not ﬁeéessarily mean
thet he is & minor critic in the field of litsrature, The following
elassification is entirely arbitrary and based solely on what the
eritie nas written on Anstol=s France and his works. The critles
* whose criticism scems to me most valid, scholarly, and of first im~

portance, presented in the ord«r of the four pericds in whieh thelir
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eritiecism soneared, are these:
1889-1900

1} Hermann Behre Hig artiele on Anatole France in general and on
his place in Franch literature as a critic in particular 1s judlicious,
original, and thouphteprovoking. Being the first study of its kind,

1t no doubt influeneed other German critics.

2) M. Beer: He 1s the first to publish a lengthy study of Anatole
_France, the man, His commonts on him as a eritic definitely show

Hermann Bahr!s influences

3) A, Brunnemann: Having produced a good article in 1899 and another
one the following yesr, in which France's warks are well examined,
Ryunnemenn no dount made aAnatole France mors widely kmown in Germany
and influenced other critics to take up the study of the French

writer,
1900-1914

1) Arthur Eloesser: As a critic he is certainly equel to Bahr. This
he shows at least in his threoc articles on Anatole France., His
scholarly interpretation of some of France's works show fairness and
sound Judgmant, and his cammants on J¢~J. Brousson's book Anatole

France en Psntoufies (1925) are timely, informative, and perspicae-

ecious, While reading REloessert!s article the reader sees clearly
¥, Brousson himself "en nantoufles®, the way Brousson vanted his

master, Anatole France, to be seen.

2) Josof Hofmiller: This Bavarian Journalist manifests originality

in eritielsm, ecquaintance with Frence's works, and careful evalua-
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tion of Anatolc France in general., Although Hofmiller evincos some
hostility in hils article (1915), on the whole he is fair and scholar-

1;‘]’,

3) mduard Sch¥n: I have not suceemded In finding out who thils eritie
18, ¥is name doos nobt appear in any of the books that list important
people » In my judgment, his two lons studles of France's La Vie

littéraire and L'Histoire gontemporaine are th: best eritical con-

tribution that was published in Sermany before the Great War, Schin
not only gives information about Anatole France's works but also
inétills a desire in the readsr to get to know them first hand.
Schin's onalysis of Francets critlcism parallels that of TsR.Curtius.
Ue sesms to fully appraclate France's style ¢nd sueceeds in giving

& fair deseription of 1ts After reading Schbn's two articles, which
arn rather lengthy, one wishes that he had wrltten even more, giving

his appraisal of other hooks of Anatole France,.
1914-1924

With the exception of Josef Hofmiller's artiele (1915) which

sppeared in the SUddeutsche Monatshefte, there was no criticlsm pub-

1ished during this period by the major critics. It seems that they
praferred to keep silent when thore was so much war hysteria and

elamor,
1924-1938

1) Ermst Robert Curtius: ‘his learned professor of Romance
lanruages and literabupes apparently possesses a deep knowledge of
Frenece's works. His analysis of France's pootic tralts, as well as

his cheracteristics as a writer in genersel, is original, scholarly,
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end informetlve. It is Curtius who describes France's wrltings as
poctry of "irinnerunsY, He slso glves a very good ides of the world
6utlook of Anstols France, It 1s regrsttable that Curitius has not
given more criticlsm of a French writer whom he knew well and fully

appreciated,

2) Vietor XKlesmpercr: This critic is thoroughly German ln splrlt,
sttitude, and critieism. After that of Gottachalkt!s, his enalysls

of many of France's works ls as good ms eny in the Germen language.
But hig oninion appears somewhat too positive, For cxemples Klem-
perer is the only major Germen critic who sees rococo in ¥France's
style, Te makes this assertlon without substantiatlng it. Ho sgrees
with Fugen Terch tnat Anstole France is a problem rather difficult
tovsalve, but he definitely disagrees with Lerch as to how to solve
it, EKlemperer also objects to Lerch's suggestion that Anatole France

waa a noat.

3) Walter Gattaeh&l&: From this ecritic the German reading public
received a very sood exemination of most of Anetole Francc's books.
e also corrected the misinformation about the orlgin of the name
"pranse", It was generally thousht thet Anatole France willfully
derived 1t from the name of his couatry., Gottschalk strosses more
perhaps than any other German critiec the idea that Anastole France was
an impressionistic writer, On the whole, Gottschalk's long article

1s comprchensive, informative, aand lsas academic than Klempererts,

4) Alfred Btinsch: His book Anatole France und das 18. Jehrhundert

15 not an origlnal contribution to the sum total of German eriticism
of Anatols Frence., It 18 however a long study on the subjeet, con-

taining some personal reactlons to Anatole F~anee's leaning toward
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the philosephy of the slghtecnth cenfury. Other critics touched on
the sunject in pxssing; Nénsch developed it almosh exhaustively. On
the whole, ths hook reflects a great deal of the oninions of othors,

mixed with BBnscht's views on ¥France's works in general.

Tt is gquite nrobable that some of the writers whom I shall
class &s minor oritics mey be just as Important in a literary or
profsssionsl way as any one menbloned In the previous group of
eritics, The only criterion that dotermines thelr classification
here is their eriticism of Anatole Frence, Under those condlbtions
the following list conitalns the nemes of thoe minor German critlca,
prosented as far as possible In the ehronologlcel order in which

their articles appearedi

1) Fduard Engel: PRefore there was mueh written 1n Gormany about
Anatole France, lngel ventursd to introduce him to the German people

as e versatile writer, novelist, and critic.

%) ®-mg Tindau: He too ventured as early as 1900 to point out
Anatole Tranee as a novelist of preat merit, For Lindau, France's“
novsls aere interesting and contain cheracters that linger In one's

mimOY Y,

3} Ernst Meilborn: He is one of the first eritics 0 éétaeﬁ“éﬁéétin
eism in France's works., His articlc of 1898, treating the subject of
skeptieism, is neithsr profound nor altogetner objective, but it

shows some original observations,

4) Tudwig Hatvany: The clever dialogue which Hatvany Iimagines taking
place between two leading daracters of Anatole France, M, Bergerot

snd Sylvestre Ronnard, shows insenuity, imaglnatlon, and s falr know~
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lodge of Trzace's works. Habvany appears o s g bothar artist than

critice

5) Peul Wiegler: He has written quitc & comprehensive analysls of
France's polltical views as well as some goneral comments on Anatole
tpance and hls works. ‘?legler however displars prejudice promptﬁﬁ

spparently by his religlous convietions.

6) Friedrich Oppeln-Bronikowski: No doubt mich may be skid on the
sub jJect of Frence's plagiarism. Bronikowski writ~s summarily on the
prabiem wlthout substentisting his essertlons., He 1is probably a

botter translatory than critic.

7) K.G.Wrdﬁann: Mis article contains only general comments which on

the whole are reasonable, falr, and anproclatives.

8) Haoul Auernhsimer: This Viennesse critic deserves a place on the
1ist on sccount of his second article, published in 1924, in wvhieh
he indirectly reotrected some of tha statements written by him 1ln

loio., It was not fair to judge Anatole France by the fthin™ book

Sur la ine glorisuse (1918} “hen the war was over Auernholimer
reallzed this, snd his second article shows a rmeh bhetter uﬁdevst&nﬁ«

ing of the Franchmarn,

9) Eugen Lerch: He skillfully presents Anatcle France as a problem
in his article "Das Problem Anatole France", without giving any
feasible way of solving 1t. Kilemperert!s suggestion was, for exemple,
to study France'!s bhackground, his vouth, and exemine his whole liter-

ary wWorka.

10) Riciard Schaukel: At least four articles were written by him,
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none of which is truly scholarly, Generally speaking, however,

thers 1s considerabls insight into the ¥reneh writsr,

11} Wex Pribilla: From him we have as good an article on Fraacefs

art of writin: stories as the German critics have written,

12) Alfred Pillet: Wis emphasis on the Importance of Anatols Fraence
es a writer indicates that rPillet had a bether comprehenslon of

wranael!s woprks than some other eritics.

1%) Robert Blanck: His long and d-talled artiele on Anatole France
as a8 stylist in writing novels would put him into the ranks of the
major eritics were it more original. It roads like a thesls rether
than a scholarly eritieism, Tt 1s however a well-documented study
of the subject and contains referencss to both German and French

erities,

14) Walter Ktichler: By polntins out That Anatols France wes primar-
11y an artist and not a man of politics, Huchlar certalaly gives evi-
dencs fhat he understands Anatole France from that standpoint. To
oxplain France's vhilosonhy 1s easicr for him than for some of the

other ecritics.

The remaining commentators, numbering clese to a hundred, must
be listed as third-rate eritics., Hany of them contributed only brief
book-roviews or snort artlicles which contain 1little or no originality
of judgment. 4Anatole France is for them distinetly a forelin wrlter,
His languase is too fine, tdo artistic for complote appreciation,
espaelally vhen 1t 1s read in translation, and his thoughts are too
varisd snd eluaive, Tho best criticlsm com=s from thoae who prnbahiy

read France's books in the original.
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Garmaen oribics who have nmublished adverse opinion aﬁnnh snatole
¥rence belon: to two cabegories, b oxtrem: natlonelists and the
churchmens OFf ths firat sroun, Reoul Auernheimoer, Joseof Hofmiller,
and Fritz Foubinor are the chiel examples; In the sccond class
probably beloug “alther Gottscralk, Paul Wiogler, and Josef Froborgors
Thers are smong the commentators unknown to me a few who indie#tﬁ, if
not hostile, at least an unfavorable lmpression of ¥rancels works. It
is iwnoseible to determine whether thelr lack of agppreciation is due
to their insufficlent lmowledge of his works, their nationalism, or
thelr religlous convietions. “robably 4t is due to their insuf-
fleient knowledge of him and his works, These commentators therefore
constituse a third, unimportant class. Hax Torenzg and Tadwig Fuarl
are good 1llustrations of these third-rate critics.

on the whole however the adverse eriticism cannot he rééardod
s hostile. The nationglista naturally displayed antipathy during

the war period, especlelly after the s.pcerance of sSur la VYols glopr-

ieuse. Yeuthner in paﬁticuiar ts mild in his uttééaﬁées,lrépfoééﬁing
Asnetole Frasce for wrlting such a "thin" book. The eritic juatly
insinuates that 1t would have beon better for Anatole France to have
kept silent, ofmillcr is more pronounced in aiscrediting several

of France's booka, Auernheimer is quite sympathetic with the author

o wur la Vole glorieuse; he merely noinis outb pre judice and poor

Judgment,

The eritics designated abovs as "eiurchmen” are oven less ad~
verze than tue “naﬁi§nalists", By inference they impute certain
characteristics to ﬁﬁatolm France. Walter Gottschalk for exsmple
sugegests that he lived and died a heathens, The faot that Panl Wieg-

ler dwells on the idea that Anatole France was voltailrian and even
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an lrrelisious propageadlst agelnst the church and rell; lon wmakes me
class hip with this groune legler Inaslsts that inatole Fraince was
sltogetih » hostlls to tae Churen send declaves: "ir ist ein Teind des
ohristentums”. Froberger is oven mora outspoken 1n iz ~bjections on
roligious ground to Anatole Ppgnoeta works, He attributes to France
nct only lack of faelth or palief in th= efflcacy of religion but also
accusss hilm of beiny sntagonistlc bo the whole of Christendom. In
Froborzerts oninion, Anatolo France was by nature and up-bringing
irrelixious, Did he not display it es early ag’ 1868, when making his
first 1litorary effort, by writing & study of Alfred de Vipny, another
atheist? Froborger's aanswer 1z of course in the affirmative, and his
dseislon 1s thepefore this: Anatole France was "eln bewusst .. uid
hartnicklso:r Helde™,

HBugen Lereh does not b.along to either of these two ceategories
of critics nor can he be clessed with the third group, the less in-
formed, DTerch shows consid-rable &cquaintance'with Anatole France's
works; Gt the same time, his criticism is In parts dlstinctly ade-
verse. Leren's suggestion that the future literary historisans will
probably consider Anatole France “Qiﬁaktikgr“ retner than "Dichber”
is plausible. %ost eritics praise Trancets stvle; Lerch on the
other hand finds feult with it. TFor him, Anatole France skillfully
Llesded the styles of other Freneh writers but repcated too frequent-
17

Several Germen c-ities, among whom are the most informed, main-
tain that Anatole France was unob a eritic in the true sense of the
word, Trnst Robert Curtius, Wermenn Engel, Victor Klemperer, Walter
Gottsehalk, snd Eugen Lerch are the leading erities of this g£roups

On the subject of ?ranee*s eriticiam, the Germen critics show more
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2

gound Judgment awd jues appralsed ihen on any other phas: of Anatole

1

Frauce's a»t of writinge.

™

Tn concluslon, my porsonsl »oaction rovard the Cerman ceritlcisnm
as a waole, briefly statod, is th: Pollowing. For vhe most part, I
find i+t interesting, jusi, and informative. It is gulte axtensive
os to the number of articles and essays on Anatole France, tho mang
and voluminous as to the opinlon on some of hlis works. 4 congidaroe~
ble »ort of ", however, is ematourish and hastily compon~d from the
standpoint of content, orifihality, end thoughts In fact, many of
the artieles do not deservas *r b2 classed with objective sritlclsm,
with the exeentlion of ths few major eritlcs, vhich aro in the main

objscetive, the minor eritics are olther personal in their views or

noncormmittale Sueh imrortant books as Les Dieux ont soif, L!'Ile dos

Pinsouins, Thals, and others, are as & rule examined summarily and

not criticélly enpraised, iost of the book-revisws contain descripe
tions of the ~ontents of a book withovt eny cvaluation of 1ts worths
Ab any rato, after roading them I fecl thab somethlng is lacﬁing.
Turthermore, my impression is that many of the minor critics both
repeat each othwer's statements and appropriate ths ideas of major
eritics, Fror oxample, too many of them harp on Anatole France's
style, on the idua that he is e Tatinist, or a literary descaadent of
voltelrs, and that Renan was hls irmniiate model and master.

The opiﬁicn of" the major critics 1s objective but not entirely
origiaal; many of tiem use French critical works as the basis of
tneir assertions. Then too, none of them has done & somrehensive
atudy of all of Anatolo Prance's works., Hermann Behr emphasizes the
fact that Frence's criticism is subjective, Mduard Schin is primarle

1y concerned with La Vie Littéraire and L'Histolre contemporaine,
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melber Cobtschallr devobes mor- snace Ho sumrarizing the coatents of
aoma of France'sa hooks than to anmraising them. Victor Klenpercor
insimuates that Anatols Francer's stvle of werlting Is rococo, without

1

substantiating this assortion. Alfred Rinszch's hool weaiﬁ narticul-
arly with wranc@'s.idealogieal connnschions with the eightesntn
genturv, These are the leading maitow eritics, OFf these five Gotb-
sehelk is probably the one who shows the most independent end origin-
pl study of France's works, Sch¥n dlapleys wore appreclabion 6f the
good points of Anatole Francs es a writer, Klemperer and Behr - and
Gottasheallk at times - seem to bo more sevsre in thelr preonouncencnbs
then all othor GCorman erities. PRut, it 1ls wnecossary to read all cf
them to derive from German criticism a fair pleture of Anato.c IFrance,
with the excepitlon of a fow major critica, perhaps thie most ob-
Jjeotionsble festure that may be Imputsd %o the German criticlsn of
the French writer under dlscussion 1s that 1t doss not create much
interest in him or desire to read hls litorary works, At the same
time, German critics as a vwhole porcelve that, as Hochdorf tersely
stetes, Anatole France "war ein gelehrter Dichter, aber auch oin

dlertender Colohrber®,
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