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A text analysis of JASIS&T and the iConference Proceedings over 

a sixteen-year period provides evidence of the evolution of 

interdisciplinarity by highlighting fluctuations in research topics. 

Unlike most studies of academic publications, this study did not rely 

on controlled vocabularies. Instead, text analysis was chosen to 

enable future application to unpublished documents.

     In conclusion, this study demonstrates that text analysis can 

effectively reveal the evolution of interdisciplinarity and distinguish 

academic communities through term frequency patterns that reflect 

the research interests of their members. Research related to libraries 

remains a significant focus for iConference researchers, while 

JASIS&T researchers are more likely to concentrate on citation 

analysis and technology studies.
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Ranking

iConference 

Ranking

(‘inform’,’retriev’) 3 79 High JASIS&T & 

Low iConference‘citat’ 7 144

(‘social’,’media’) 7 1 High JASIS&T & 

High iConference(‘case’,’studi’) 16 3

‘librari’ 101 9 Low JASIS&T & 

High iConference(‘public’,’librari’) 263 2
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