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T^ SELECTED BIBLIOGPAPHY OF SEM;f\NTICS-Pr-'SED

Having been 'commissioned' to nrenare a bibl ioaranhy of Generative

Semantics, we soon discovered that what vre called 'Generative Semantics'

was in reality at least seven or eipht different thinqs with, in many

cases, little or no overlap. In the broadest sense, 'Generative Semantics'

refers to the assumption that semantic representation provides the input

to the transformational rules of a arammar, an idea which was unthinkably

radical when Jeffrev Gruber proposed it in his 1965 MIT dissertation,

but vThich now is taken almost for aranted bv many. However, onlv a

relatively small part of the literature is concerned with elaborating

and explicitly motivating this assumption. In another sense, the term

'Generative Semantics' is taken to refer to a theory in v/hich qlobal

rules and other derivational constraints play a major role—although as

G. Lakoff argued in "Global Rules", this theorv is locticallv ouite

independent of the role of semantics in a grammar. In still a third

sense, 'Generative Semantics' is used to refer to what was for a time

called 'abstract syntax', which is not so much a theory or an assumption

as a way of doing things: shov/ina how the apparently arbitrary distri-

butions of grammatical constructions and relationships were predictable

if one postulated imderlyina structures that were somewhat more 'abstract'

than the surface structures they represented. The abstractness of these

structures resided primarily in their containina elements which mioht

not show up in surface structure and category labels that differed

from those borne in surface structure, and in their expressing grammatical

relationships which did not hold at surface structure. None of these

characteristics was by itself a theoretical innovation; yet they

resulted in a conception of deep structure that differed appreciably

from that of Aspects . Ross' "On declarative sentences", his "Auxiliaries

as main verbs' , and R. Lakoff 's Abstract syntax and Latin complementation

are paradigm examples in this tradition.
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Clustered around these three concents, and yet not belonqinq

more to any one than to any other are 1) proposals concerning the

representati n of reference, definiteness, and quantifiers in underlying

structure, 2) attempts to describe the way(s) in which nresunpositions

,

assumptions, and entailments seem to govern various grammatical phenomena,

3) discussions of various phenomena involving expressed and implied

negation, 4) proposals conceminq lexical structure, lexical insertion

in a grammar with a semantic bcise, and the representation of the meaning

of specific lexical items and classes of lexical items, and 5) demonstra-

tions of the relevance of diverse kinds of semantic facts to grammatical

and even phonological phenomena. Consequently the bibliography consists

of eight sections reflecting these focuses of research. Naturally

there are many papers which bear on several issues, and some which only

arbitrarily can be put in one of these categories. For the latter,

alternative classifications have been given at the end of the entries.

A few words of caution: 1) this bibliography is not exhaustive

—

it probably could not have been. Case theory for instance has been all

but ignored except for work by Fillmore, its main articulator. Many

relevant works have no doubt been inadvertently left out, and for this

we apologize to their authors, and perhaps more important, to the

reader. VJith the exception of Donnellan's "Reference and definite

descriptions" (which was included because it describes an important class

of data which linguistic thoeries purporting to deal with reference have

yet to deal with in a natural way) , no articles by philosophers have

been included. For a suggestive bibliography of philosophical viewpoints

on linguistic problems, the reader is referred to "Bibliography: Logic

and Language" prepared by B. Partee, S. Sabsay and J. Soper, mimeo-

graphed and distributed by the Indiana University Linguistics Clvib.

2) The authors of some of the papers included here v7ould not consider

their work 'generative semantics' ; most of these papers have been included

because they bear on phenomena or issues crucial to 'generative

semanticists' ' claims.

Georgia M. Green

Rafael Castillo
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Kiparsky, Paul. 1968. Tense and mood in Indo-European syntax.
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174-181.

Lee, Hong Bae, and Edward Maxwell. 1970. Performatives in Korean.
CLS6 163-380.

Leskosky, Richard J. 1972. Further comments on instrumentals

.

SILS 2:1 66-83.
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.
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Kachru, Yamuna. 1971. Causative sentences in Hindi revisited.
SILS 1:2 75-103. To appear in HRK.

1972. Notes on participant roles and grammatical categories in

Hindi sentences. Dxiplicated, University of Illinois.

Kleiman, Angela. 1971. Some aspects of the cau'5ative construction
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