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THE FRICTION OF RAILWAY BRAKE SHOES, ITS VARIA-
TION WITH SPEED, SHOE PRESSURE, AND
WHEEL MATERIAL

I. INTRODUCTION

1. Previous FExperiments.—Beginning with the famous Galton
tests® in 1878 and 1879, the friction of railway brake shoes has been
the subject of systematic investigation by various agencies. Previous
to these tests ideas on the subjeet had either grown out of railway
experience or were deduced from coeflicient of friction determinations
made under conditions so different from those prevailing in railway
braking as to make such deductions unreliable.

In the intervening fifty years a great volume of additional in-
formation has been made available through experiments made by
the Master Car Builders’ Association’s Committee on Brake Shoe
Tests, by Purdue University and the University of Illinois individ-
ually, and also in codperation with the Association of Manufacturers
of Chilled Car Wheels, by the American Brake Shoe and Foundry
Company, by the Pennsylvania Railroad, and also through experi-
ments conducted abroad.

These researches have not only established values of the coefficient
of shoe friction under various conditions, but they have also made it
clear that the coefficient varies with the speed of the rim of the car
wheel to which the shoe is applied; that it is modified by the pressure
with which the shoe is pressed against the wheel; that under extreme
conditions it may vary somewhat with the duration of application
of the shoe; and that it is different not only for various shoe materials,
but for different wheel materials as well.

Despite the scope and excellence of these investigations there
remained some uncertainties with respect to shoe friction and its
variations. The Master Car Builders Committee’s tests, for example,
were undertaken at a time when a great variety of brake shoes was
offered to the railways, and the Committee’s chief purpose was to
establish the values of coefficient of friction and the rate of wear of
these shoes in order to lay down specifications for the manufacture
and purchase of brake shoes. While in this process the Committee

*Experiments made by Captain Douglas Galton on the London, Brighton and South Coast
Railway and on the North Eastern Railway, and reported by him to the Institution of Mechanical
Engineers (of Great Britain) in three papers presented at meetings of the Institution held on June 13
and October 24, 1878 and April 24, 1879, In these experiments &iptain Galton was greatly aided by
Mr. George Westinghouse, especially in the design and construction of suitable testing equipment.

7



8 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

made tests on both steel and chilled wheels, their interest in the
influence of wheel material was secondary, and their tests on the
two sorts of wheels were seldom made with the same shoes nor at
comparable speeds and pressures. The tests, because of these dis-
similarities, while they indicated a difference in the friction on steel
and chilled wheels, did not establish the magnitude of this difference
under identical conditions. The results of earlier experiments give
evidence of the decrease of coefficient as speed and pressure increase;
but the rates of decrease derived from the various tests are not in
good agreement. These discordances are probably to be explained
by lack of adequate care in maintaining comparable test conditions,
especially as regards the maintenance of equality of fit of the shoe
on the wheel tread throughout the whole series of tests.

Such uncertainties as these were the chief reason for undertaking
the tests whose results are presented in this bulletin. The precau-
tions taken to ensure and to maintain strictly comparable test condi-
tions are set forth in the succeeding chapters, and are reflected in
the concordance among the test results.

2. Coefficient of Friction—In this bulletin the test results are
presented and discussed in terms of coefficient of friction, as in all
previous experiments. They are also presented in terms of tangential
pull of the shoe upon the wheel. It may not be amiss to restate
here the meaning of coefficient of friction and its relation to brake
pressure and tangential pull.

If, as indicated in the accompanying diagram, a brake shoe be
pressed against a revolving wheel with a radial force or “brake shoe
pressure” P, the shoe, by its friction on the wheel tread, will tend
to grip the wheel and retard its rotation. This retarding force or
“tangential pull’’ of the shoe on the wheel (represented by T in the
diagram) is exerted at right angles to the shoe pressure and is always
less than this pressure. The sum of such retarding forces coming
from each wheel of a car constitutes the total retarding force to
which the car is subjected. The ratio that 7" bears to P is called the
coefficient of friction; that is, the coefficient of friction equals the
tangential pull divided by the shoe pressure (T <+ P).

In the usual conditions of railway braking this coefficient or
ratio varies from about 0.12 to about 0.35. It is ordinarily expressed
as a percentage of the shoe pressure, and for railway brake shoes we
may say that the coefficient of friction ranges from 12 per cent to
35 per cent. These values, and all others presented in this bulletin,
are developed when the wheel is actually in motion and the shoe is
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sliding over the wheel tread. At the moment just before the wheel
starts to turn or just after its rotation ceases the coefficient has a
much higher value. This is the so-called coefficient of “static fric-
tion”—the coefficient when the two contact surfaces are not moving
with respect to one another.

As is explained in Chapter II, the force actually measured during
the tests is the tangential pull, 7. The recorded coefficients of
friction have all been derived by calculation—by dividing the meas-
ured tangential pull by the known brake shoe pressure. During the
first test listed in Table 7, for example, the average tangential pull
recorded by the testing machine was 608.9 1b. and the shoe pressure
was 2250 Ib.; the average coefficient of frietion was therefore 608.9 =+
2250 = 0.2706, or 27.06 per cent.

3. Purpose and General Program of Tests—The purpose of this
investigation was to determine, for two kinds of brake shoes, the
values of the coefficient of friction over the usual range in shoe pres-
sure and wheel speed,* and on both chilled iron and steel wheels.

Three kinds of tests were made during this research. The first
were “‘stop tests’” which simulate the conditions under which a train
is brought to rest, and in which the wheel speed gradually decreases
until the wheel stops. Nearly all the friction data produced in pre-
vious investigations have been derived from this kind of experiment.
The results of 845 such stops are here included.

The second kind of test is designated in this bulletin as a “constant
speed test.”” In these the speed of the wheel was held constant at
some chosen value and the shoe was alternately applied and released
until, in general, ten applications had been made, the duration of
each application being 190 revolutions of the wheel. This procedure
is the same as that specified by the American Railway Association
for tests of brake shoe wear. In the whole research 202 such tests
were included, covering more than 2000 shoe applications. Such

*Throughout the bulletin the term speed denotes the speed of a point on the wheel tread, and is
expressed in miles per hour. This is, of course, identieal with the car speed. A 33-inch wheel has a
circumference of 8.64 feet; and in one revolution any point on its rim moves 8.64 feet, while the car
travels this same amount.
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tests simulate roughly the conditions which prevail in bringing a
train down a long grade.

In the third kind of test, which is a modification of the second,
the wheel was kept moving at constant speed and the shoe was con-
tinuously applied to it for fifteen minutes. Twenty-eight such tests
were made.

The two kinds of brake shoes used were the “Diamond S’ shoe,
used principally on passenger cars, and “Special Chilled” shoes,
which are of plain cast iron with chilled ends, and which are repre-
sentative of many of the shoes used in freight service. Four wheels
were used during the tests: Two steel wheels, one new and the other
partly worn; and two chilled iron wheels, one new and the other
partly worn.

The program and test procedure here briefly summarized are
explained at length in the succeeding chapters. Obviously the results
obtained under such a program permit conclusions to be drawn with
respect to the magnitude of the values of coefficient of friction for
each kind of shoe, and with respect to the influence upon the
coefficient of

(a) Speed

(b) Shoe pressure

(¢) Shoe material

(d) Wheel material

(e) Duration of application of the shoe.

4. Test Results—The results of the tests are discussed in detail
in Chapters V, VI, and VII, and they are summarized in Chapter
VIII. It is impracticable to summarize them further in any specific
manner. It may, however, be of interest to state here the general
tenor of the main conclusions.

Like previous investigations, these tests show for both shoes and
on all wheels a definite and regular decrease in the coefficient of shoe
friction as the speed increases; and they likewise show, in general,
a decrease in coefficient as the shoe pressure increases.

In a great majority of both the stop tests and the constant speed
tests the Diamond S shoe gave a greater coefficient of friction than
the plain shoe.

In the stop tests, with exceptions so infrequent as to be negligible,
the coefficient produced by either kind of shoe on chilled wheels was
greater than that produced on steel wheels, under identical condi-
tions of speed and pressure. In the constant speed tests this was
true without exception.
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II. TestTiNG EQUIPMENT

6. Brake Shoe Testing Machine.—The machine upon which the
tests were made is in all essential features of its design the same as
the original brake shoe testing machine* made for the Master Car

*This machine is illustrated and described in the Proceedings of the Master Car Builders' Asso-
ciation, Vol. 28, 1894, pages 154-161,
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Fia. 1. Braxe SHoE TesTING MacHINE

Builders’ Association, and used by its Committee on Brake Shoe
Tests for the work referred to in Chapter I.

The general design of the machine is shown in Fig. 1. It consists
essentially of a car wheel keyed to a main shaft which carries also a
heavy flywheel. This system may be rotated at any desired speed
by means of a steam engine which drives the shaft through a pulley
and a cluteh., The shaft, flywheel and car wheel constitute a revolv-
ing unit whose kinetie energy, at any given rim speed of the wheel,
is equal to one-eighth of the kinetic energy of a car of 100 000 pounds
gross weight moving at this same speed. It follows that the work
done by a brake shoe applied to the car wheel of the machine, in
bringing the revolving parts to rest, must be the same as the work
performed in service on one of the wheels of an eight-wheeled car
of this weight, when brought to rest from a like speed.

The shoe to be tested is held in a brake shoe head of special design
and is suspended above the wheel from one of a pair of levers by
means of which the shoe may be applied to the wheel with any desired
pressure up to a maximum of 18 000 pounds. This pressure is pro-
duced by weights hung at one end of the lower lever, as shown in
Fig. 1. The tangential pull of the shoe which develops when it is
thus applied to the rotating wheel is transmitted by a horizontal
voke to the dynamometer shown at the left side of Fig. 1. This
dynamometer makes a continuous graphical record of the pull.

In making a stop test from a speed of, say, 40 m.p.h., the rotating
element of the machine is brought up to a speed slightly greater than
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40 m.p.h., the cluteh is disengaged and the rotating parts are allowed
to run free until the wheel speed falls to the desired 40 miles; at this
instant the shoe is applied. In a constant speed test the clutch
remains engaged and the revolving wheel is constantly driven at
the desired speed against the frictional resistance of the applied shoe.

7. Dynamometer.—The dynamometer, of the flat-spring type, was
designed and built for this machine by the William Sellers Company.
The magnified spring deflection is transmitted to a small carriage in
which is mounted a pen whose deviation from a base line is propor-
tional to the tangential pull transmitted from the shoe to the dyna-
mometer. This pen draws its pull record on a moving chart whose
travel is proportional to the travel of the wheel rim; and the area
under the pull curve is consequently proportional to the work done
by the brake shoe on the car wheel. An electrically-controlled pen
connected to a contacting clock draws a supplementary record of
time on the chart. A specially designed area-integrating device,
operating another electrically-controlled pen, draws on the chart a
record which defines the increments of the area included between
the pull curve and its base line. This area record facilitates the
determination of the average tangential pull.

Figure 2 is the reproduction of a typical record obtained during a
“stop test.” It is the record for Test No. 3266, in which, using one
of the Special Chilled shoes on the used steel wheel, a stop was made
from an initial speed of 20 m.p.h. with a shoe pressure of 3750 pounds.

Figure 3 is a partial reproduction of the record made during the
second shoe application in “‘constant speed test” No. 3208. This
test was made with a Diamond 8 shoe on the used chilled wheel at a
shoe pressure of 1500 pounds, the wheel being constantly driven at
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40 m.p.h. In this figure sections A, B and C represent the records
obtained during about twenty revolutions of the wheel at the begin-
ning, the middle and the end of the test, respectively; the inter-
mediate portions of the record are eliminated in order to shorten the
reproduction. In both figures vertical distances represent the tan-
gential pull of the shoe; and horizontal distances are proportional to
the distance traversed by a point on the wheel rim.

In order to obtain a liberal deflection of the pen which records
the tangential pull, a light spring was used in the dynamometer during
all tests except those stop tests which were made at pressures above

3000 pounds. These required a heavy spring. With the lighter
spring in use, one inch of pen deflection corresponds to about 325
pounds pull on the dynamometer; while, with the heavier spring,
one inch corresponds to about 1000 pounds. The dynamometer was
calibrated at the beginning and at the end of the investigation, and
before and after each change in the springs—ten times in all.

III. BrakEk SHors AND TeEsT WHEELS

8. Brake Shoes Used in Tests—In anticipation of the tests, 12
“Diamond S” brake shoes and 12 “Special Chilled” shoes were ob-
tained from the American Brake Shoe and Foundry Company.
These were all shoes of standard manufacture such as are regularly
furnished by this company for railway service. In order, however,
to ensure the greatest attainable uniformity of frictional quality all
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24 shoes had been cast from the same heat; and they had, moreover,
been cast in pairs—one Diamond 8 and one Special Chilled shoe in
the same mold, the ends of both shoes being chilled alike. The
bodies of all the shoes are composed therefore of the same kind of
cast iron, which had been subjected to the same treatment. The
two kinds differ only in that in the Diamond S shoe mild steel plates
are embedded within the cast-iron body. These plates are slotted
and expanded to form a mesh with diamond-shaped openings; and
they are placed in the mold before the shoe is east. Both types of
shoe had reinforced steel backs.

The great majority of passenger train cars on American railroads
are equipped with Diamond S shoes; and they are used to a consid-
erable extent on freight cars also. The Special Chilled shoe is used
chiefly on freight cars and is fairly typical of the plain chilled cast-iron
shoes which preponderate in freight service.

Upon arrival at the laboratory the Diamond S shoes were num-
bered 1 to 12 and the others, 21 to 32 inclusive. About one-eighth
of an inch of material was at once ground from the face of each
shoe to remove surface hardness.

Only four shoes of each kind were finally chosen for use in the
investigation, the others being set aside to provide for breakage or
possible extensions of the test program. Of the eight shoes selected
one of each kind was assigned to each of the four wheels tested,
fitted to that wheel, and constantly used with it for all tests. As
will later appear, the validity of the test procedure depends upon
the substantial equality of the frictional properties of the four shoes
of each type thus chosen for the investigation. As is explained in
detail in the Appendix, the initial choice was made on the basis of
preliminary coefficient of friction determinations, and it was subse-
quently checked by similar determinations made during the investi-
gation. Six shoes of each kind were tested for this purpose and the
four most nearly alike in frictional quality were selected for use.
The shoes thus chosen and used in the investigation were Diamond S
shoes Nos. 2, 3, 6, and 7; and Special Chilled shoes Nos. 26, 28, 30,
and 31.

To provide an additional indication of shoe quality and uni-
formity, these eight shoes, after the removal of the surface material,
were tested for hardness before the main tests were begun;* and in
order to reveal any possible variation in quality as the shoe material

*Actually all 24 shoes were thus tested for hardness before beginning the tests. For the 12
Diamond 8 shoes the average Brinell hardness varied from a minimum of 331 to a maximum of 350,
with a general average value of 342. Among the 12 Special Chilled shoes the hardness ranged from 320
to 344, with a general average value of 334.
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TasLE 1
BrixevnL Haroness, THicknEss, Axp WEIGHT oF SHOES BEFORE AND ArTER TESTS

Average Brinell Hardness of Shoe

Average
Weight | Thickness
1b. in.
= ; Shoe Before Tests After Tests
Tvpe of Shoe No.
| ~e |
Chilled| Entire | Chilled e Entire | Before | After | Before | After
End | Body | Shoe | End Y | Shoe | Tests | Tests | Tests | Tests
1 2 3 | 4| s | 8 | 7 8 9 10 11 12
I)inmond S T 2 474 267 350 419 227 304 17.42 14 .81 1.242 1.027
3 477 | 241 335 374 251 300 17.63 13.10 1.266 0.898
] 484 250 343 402 233 | 301 17.04 14.69 1.297 1.031
7 482 253 : 345 446 | 251 | 329 17.07 12.45 1.219 0844
Epecial Chilled....| 26 | 472 246 | 336 | 389 I 243 302 17.62 13.73 1.266 | 0.953
28 | 466 | 253 | 338 422 205 328 17.28 11.54 1.219 | 0.770
30 | 476 | 253 342 : 409 242 | 308 17.40 14.08 1.242 | 1.004
31 | 477 | 234 331 385 227 ' 200 17.40 11.58 1.234 0.777

| ! . |

wore away, hardness tests were again made upon the conclusion of
the investigation. All these determinations of hardness were made,
at seven points on the contact face of each shoe, by means of a
Brinell machine. The results are given in Table 1. The values shown
in columns 3 and 6 of this table are the averages of four determina-
tions—two near each end of the shoe in the chilled material. The
values in columns 4 and 7 are averages of three determinations made
on the longitudinal center line of the shoe face—one at the middle
of the length and one 214 inches each way therefrom. For each
shoe all seven hardness determinations are combined to form the
average values*® for the entire shoe shown in columns 5 and 8.

Each of the eight test shoes was weighed after being made ready
for the main tests, and again upon their conclusion. These weights
appear in columns 9 and 10 of Table 1.

Table 1 also presents the average thickness of each test shoe,
measured before and after the tests on each side of the shoe at points
about one and one-half inches from the ends. The averages of these
four measurements are given in columns 11 and 12. For all shoes
the length of the contact face was about 12.2 inches and its area
substantially 40.9 square inches.

A photograph of both kinds of shoes before and after the investi-
gation is reproduced in Fig. 4. The first shoe, shown at the left, is
one of the Diamond S shoes after it had been fitted to its wheel,
but before it had been used for the tests. The next is a Diamond S
mnding this average, in order to give due weight to the relative areas of chilled and unehilled

surfaces, the end hardness values were first reduced to two averages and these averages were then
«combined with the three hardness values for the center of the shoe,
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F1c. 4. Suoes Berore aNp AFTER TESTS

shoe in the condition in which it was left at the conclusion of the
tests. The outlines of the diamond-shaped openings in the embedded
steel mesh may be distinguished on these two shoes at various points
in the photograph. The third and fourth are Special Chilled shoes
before and after the tests, respectively. On all four shoes the im-
pression made by the chilling blocks may be noted near the ends;
and the tips also show the smoother surfaces produced in the chilled
material.

9. Car Wheels Used in Tests—Eight wheels were secured for the
tests to provide for the program originally contemplated. The final
program, however, required the use of only the four wheels which are
described below—two wrought steel wheels and two chilled iron
wheels. Of each kind of wheel, one was new and the other had been
partially worn in service.

The two wrought steel wheels are designated throughout this
report as wheel E and wheel F. Both are multiple-wear rolled steel
wheels, and were chosen by a representative of the University from
the wheel stock of a western railroad. Wheel E was a new wheel
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Fi1c. 6. Usep CuiLLep WHEEL C

taken at random from a group of about twenty new wheels; it had
been made during July, 1930. The other steel wheel, F, had been
made during October, 1927, and had been in service on a locomotive
tender which weighed 106 000 1b., empty, and 233 000 Ib., loaded.
It had been removed from service for reasons related solely to the
condition of its mate. Both of these wheels were of American Rail-
way Association Standard design, 33 inches in diameter, for use on
6 in. x 11 in. axles; and they had been made under the same specifi-
cations. The treads of both wheels were in all respects in good con-
dition, and they were chosen on that basis.
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Fic. 7. New Stee. WueeL E

=

Fia. 8. Usep Steer WueeL F

The two chilled iron wheels* used in the tests are designated as
wheel A and wheel C. They were manufactured by the Griffin Wheel
Company at one of its Chicago plants, and were there chosen for the
tests by representatives of the Association of Manufacturers of
Chilled Car Wheels. Both are American Railway Association Stand-
ard 750-pound, 33-inch, single plate wheels. Wheel A was new and
had been cast on February 21, 1931. Wheel C had been cast on

*Bulletin No. 129 of the Engineering Experiment Station of the University of Illinois contains,

on page 75, a brief history of the chilled ear wheel, and information about its manufacture and char-
acteristics.
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New Chiltea Whee/!/ A

—

e i 7

New Sree/ Whee/ £

Usea Sree/ Whee/ ~

L e e

Fic. 9. Contours oF WHEEL TrEADS

April 19, 1927, and had been in service; its tread was in good condi-
tion—free from ‘‘shell-outs,” slid flat spots, brake burns, or other
defects,

Photographs of the two chilled iron wheels are reproduced in
Fig. 5 and Fig. 6; and of the two rolled steel wheels, in Fig. 7 and
Fig. 8. The small holes shown in the wheel plates in these figures
were drilled at the laboratory merely to facilitate handling the wheels.
The dimensions and weights of all wheels are given in Table 2.

After they arrived at the laboratory, plaster casts were taken of
the tread contours of all four wheels. The contours thus defined are
shown by the full-line outlines drawn in Fig. 9, which show the con-
tours of all the wheels as they were received and tested. The tread
contours of both new wheels conformed to the respective contours
for new chilled and new steel wheels specified by the A.R.A. The
broken line shown for used wheel C in this figure is the A.R.A. stand-
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TABLE 2
Desianarion, WEiGnT, Tare Size, axp Harpness or TEsT WHEELS
| ‘ ‘ Shore Scleroscope Hardness
ig- | New ‘eight | T ' Ci -1 |
Kind mbn | o | VB | SR Grewes | BeloreTests | After Tests
Used | , el |
| ]
| I ‘ Max | Min. | Av. | Max | Min Av
1 | 2 3 | 4 | s 6 | 7| 8 | @ w112
Chilled Tron. ... \ New | 7304 | 155 | 8.62 | 66 | 56 ‘ 614 | 62 | 55 | 388
C Used | 723.3 1 150 | 856 | 75 | 68 | 71.6 | o4 | 56 | 603
Steel.......... ... E New | 773.0 | 162 | 860 | 44 | 31 | 368 | 43 | 32 | 37.3
¥ Used | 601.0 | 138 | 844 | 53 | 45 | 4838 Il 42 | 35 | 39.0
| |
TABLE 3
CueMmIicaL ComrosiTioN oF TEsT WHEELS
|
Wheel Designation | Total Carbon Manganese Phosphorus Sulphur | Silicon
RO —— [— e
New Chilled Iron Wheel A.... ... 3. 45* 0.58 0.33 0.136 0.57
Used Chilled Iron Wheel €. 3 40t 0.55 0.30 0.128 0.57
New Steel Wheel B 0.73 0.83 0.022 0.038 0.19
Used Steel Wheel F.. ... ... ! 0.79 072 0038 | 0.03 0.20

*Combined Carbon, 0.86. f(*ombined Carbon, 0.81.

ard contour for new chilled wheels. The broken line imposed upon
the actual contour for used steel wheel I is the A.R.A. standard for
new steel wheels.

All four wheels were tested for tread hardness before and after
the investigation. On both ocecasions and on each wheel the hard-
ness was determined at twenty spots on the tread. Four lines parallel
to the wheel axle were marked on the tread, 90 degrees apart; and,
by means of a Shore scleroscope, hardness was measured at five spots
along these lines. The averages of these twenty measurements are
presented in columns 9 and 12 of Table 2. The maximum and
minimum values among these measurements are also given in the
table.

The chemical composition of the four wheels is shown in Table 3.
The chemical analyses there given are the heat analyses made at the
time the wheels were rolled or cast.

IV. Test PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

10. Purposes of Tests, and General Program.—As has already been
implied, the purpose of the investigation was to determine the coeffi-
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cient of friction of Diamond S and Special Chilled brake shoes under
such a variety of pressures and speeds, and on such a variety of
wheels, as to enable reliable conclusions to be drawn with respect to
the influence upon brake friction of shoe composition and structure,
shoe pressure, wheel speed, and wheel material; and, furthermore,
so to vary the duration of the shoe applications as to simulate, at
least roughly, the wide differences of application in service, in order
to be able to draw conclusions as to the effect of the duration of the
shoe contact upon the coefficient of friction.

To serve these purposes the two kinds of shoes were subjected to
three kinds of tests on four different wheels, through a wide range of
pressures and wheel speeds. The speeds and pressures, and their
combinations, were so chosen as to represent the usual range of those
quantities in freight train service. The program of the tests to which
the shoes were actually subjected is shown in Tables 4, 5 and 6.

The “Stop Tests,” as indicated in Table 4, were run with both
kinds of shoes on all four test wheels at pressures ranging between
2250 and 4500 pounds, and at initial speeds varying from 20 to 60
miles per hour.

The “Constant Speed Tests” (Table 5) were also run with both
kinds of shoes on all four wheels, at pressures from 500 to 4000
pounds, and at speeds of 20, 30, and 40 miles per hour. The actual
combinations of pressure and speed are shown in Table 5.

The “Fifteen-Minute Constant Speed Tests,” as shown in Table
6, were run with both kinds of shoes, but on only the used wheels—
chilled wheel C and steel wheel F. The pressures used in this series
were 1500, 2000, and 2500 pounds, and the speeds, 20, 30, and 40
miles per hour—combined as shown in the table.

The method of conducting each of the three kinds of tests is
explained in the following pages.

11. General Preliminary Test Procedure—After calibrating the
dynamometer of the testing machine, the wheel to be used was
mounted on the machine shaft, and there immediately ground to a
true circle. The necessity for this arises from the fact that even a
minute eccentricity of mounting or lack of roundness of the wheel
causes the brake shoe to rise and fall a corresponding amount as the
wheel revolves; and this rise and fall at the shoe is communicated
to the weights hung at the end of the lever system by means of which
pressure is applied to the shoe. The motion so transmitted is magni-
fied by the levers 24 times, giving the weights enough motion to
cause them to jump from the supporting pan. Such motion of the
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TABLE 4
ProGraM oF Stop TEsTs

Showing combinations of shoe pressure and wheel speed, at which tests were made
with both Diamond 8 and Special Chilled Shoes on two Chilled Iron Wheels
and two Steel Wheels.

Brake Shoe
Pressures Wheel Rim Speeds
Ib. m.p.h.
2250 20 30 40 30 60
3000 20 30 40 50 60
3750 20 30 40 50 60
4500 20 30 40 50 60
TABLE 5

Procram or ConsTanT SrEED TESTS

Showing combinations of shoe pressure and wheel speed, at which tests were made
wiﬁ: both Diamond 8 and Special Chilled Shoes on two Chilled Iron Wheels
and two Steel Wheels,

Brake Shoe Pressures | Wheel Rim Speeds

1b. m.p.h.

500 20 30 ‘ 40
1000 20 30 40
1500 20 30 40
2000 20 30 40
2500 20 30 i
4000 20 ..

TaBLE 6

ProcraM oF FIrTEEN-MINUTE CONSTANT SPEED TEsTS

Showing combinations of shoe pressure and wheel speed, at which tests were made
mptﬁn both Diamond 8 and Special Chilled Shoes on Used Chilled Iron Wheel C
and Used Steel Wheel F.

Brake Shoe Pressures | Wheel Rim Speeds
Ib. m.p.h.
1500 is 30 40
2000 20 30 40
2500 20 30 .

weights alternately decreases and increases the shoe pressure, thereby
impairing the accuracy and smoothness of the pull record. In thus
grinding the wheel, care was taken to maintain its contour and to
remove only the minimum of material. In no instance was it neces-
sary to grind off as much as 1/64 of an inch.

The shoe to be used with the test wheel was next ground to an
approximate fit on the wheel, by means of a special grinding machine.
It was then mounted in the brake shoe head of the machine, applied
under pressure to the revolving wheel, and thus worn down to a good
fit on the tread—without the use of any abrasive. At intervals dur-
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ing this wearing-in process the shoe was cooled by means of a blower,
in order to avoid the warping and cracking which might result from
overheating it. Constant care was exercised during the tests to
maintain a good shoe fit.

As has been intimated in the Introduction, there is ground for
assuming that certain discordances among the results of previous
brake shoe tests had arisen from shifting the test shoes from one wheel
to another without taking adequate care to maintain equally good
shoe fits on all wheels. In order to guard against this difficulty it
was decided early in this investigation to assign to each test wheel
one shoe of each of the two kinds, and to use those shoes and the
wheel together for all tests. This decision was reinforced by the
fact that had one shoe been used on all the wheels it doubtless would
have worn out before the completion of the tests, and a shoe of
equivalent frictional quality would then have had to be chosen by
some such procedure as that explained in the following paragraphs.

Obviously, under this procedure, comparisons finally drawn be-
tween the results obtained from the two kinds of shoes and from the
various wheels will be valid only in so far as the frictional qualities
of all four test shoes of each kind are substantially the same. To
ensure this equality unusual precautions were taken in the manufac-
ture of the shoes; but chief reliance in securing shoes of like quality
was placed in preliminary stop tests in which six shoes of each kind
were tested to define their coefficients of friction. By comparison
of these preliminary test results, the four shoes of each kind which
had coefficients of friction most nearly alike were chosen for the final
tests. Among the Diamond S shoes, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 were
given this preliminary examination; and shoes Nos. 2, 3, 6, and 7,
which proved to be most nearly alike, were chosen for the main tests.
Similarly from the six Special Chilled shoes thus examined, Nos. 26,
28, 30, and 31 were selected, and Nos. 25 and 32 were rejected.

The Appendix presents in detail not only the results of these
preliminary stop tests, but also the results of other tests made to
check the equality of the chosen test shoes during the progress of
the work. It is deemed sufficient therefore to say at this point that
these stop tests were made at two combinations of speed and pressure;
namely, 30 m.p.h. and 2250 lb., and 60 m.p.h. and 3750 Ib. Under
the first combination the four Diamond S shoes selected for the main
tests gave an average coefficient of friction of 25.0 per cent, a mini-
mum of 24.8 per cent, and a maximum of 25.3 per cent. Under this
combination, therefore, the lowest coefficient deviates 0.8 per cent
from the mean coefficient, while the highest coefficient deviates 1.2
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per cent. Under the second combination of speed and pressure the
corresponding deviations from the mean value were, respectively,
2.9 and 1.2 per cent. Among the four selected Special Chilled shoes
the corresponding deviations from the mean were 1.6 and 1.2 per cent
for the first combination of speed and pressure, and 2.0 and 2.0 per
cent for the second.

These variations among the coefficients of friction of the chosen
test shoes are no greater than those which frequently occur among
test values derived from the same shoe under identical test conditions.
In other words, these variations in quality among the chosen shoes
are no greater than the variations which are inherent in the testing
process, and which develop in spite of all precautions—due probably
to uncontrollable variations in shoe contact area and to changes in
the contact surfaces. If this view be accepted, the plan of assigning
to each wheel a shoe chosen as here explained and continuing to use
that shoe with that wheel and no other is justified.

Each of the four test wheels, under this plan, had assigned to it
one Diamond S shoe and one Special Chilled shoe; the shoes, in
numerical order, being assigned to the wheels in alphabetical order.
This purely arbitrary mating of wheels and shoes was as follows:

Special

Diamond S Chilled

Shoes Shoes

Nos. Nos.

New Chilled Iron Wheel A....................... 2 26
Used Chilled Iron Wheel C . ..................... 3 28
New Bltoel Wheel Boucw s saesmases s s 6 30
Used Steel Wheel . ... ... . 7 31

12. Method of Conducting Stop Tests.—In this kind of test the
shoe, it will be recalled, is applied to the free rotating unit of the
testing machine, at some desired initial speed, and brings this unit
to rest by its action on the car wheel.

In carrying out such a test, the shoe having been fitted to the
wheel and the weights on the lever system adjusted to produce the
desired shoe pressure, the test wheel was brought up to a speed a
little higher than the desired initial test speed. The clutch between
the engine and main shaft of the machine was then disengaged, and
the shaft-flywheel-carwheel unit allowed to coast down to the desired
test speed. The shoe at that moment was applied to the wheel and,
by its friction, destroyed the energy of the revolving parts of the
machine, which came to rest after an interval which differed, of
course, with different initial speeds and different shoe pressures.
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A typieal record of the tangential pull made under these circum-
stances by the recording mechanism of the test machine has already
been presented in Fig. 2.

In the early operation of this machine, as well as in the other
brake shoe testing machines, the shoe was applied by releasing a
latch which supported the lower lever, allowing the weights to at
once exert their full effect, and bringing the shoe into sudden contact
with the wheel at full pressure. Under this sort of application the
shoe frequently chattered on the wheel, failed at first to seat itself
properly, and gave a very irregular and variable pull record in the
early part of the application, the irregularities occasionally continu-
ing far into the body of the record. To avoid this difficulty in these
tests the weights of the machine were supported by the piston of a
cylinder containing compressed air which, in applying the shoe, was
gradually bled off by an electrically operated valve. By this means
the shoe pressure was built up gradually and the shock and irregu-
larities referred to were avoided. The time required thus to build
up full shoe pressure varied from about one to about two seconds,
depending upon the magnitude of the pressure. In Fig. 2 that part
of the record produced while this process was going on is distinguished
in the figure by the cross-hatching. This area was ignored in caleu-
lating the average tangential pull; and the coefficient of friction values
for all stop tests apply therefore to only the remainder of the record—
from the time full shoe pressure was attained until the wheel came
to rest.

Five such stops constitute what is designated throughout this
bulletin as one stop test, the applications being thus repeated in order
to secure a more reliable average value. In the tables the value of
the coefficient of friction presented for any given set of conditions is
consequently the average value obtained from five such shoe appli-
cations; and the 169 stop tests included in the report are derived
from 845 such “stops’ as have just been described.

In the stop tests at initial speeds of 20 and 30 miles per hour, the
five stops were made one after the other without any intermediate
cooling of the shoe or the wheel. In those from initial speeds of 40
and 50 m.p.h. the shoe and the wheel, between the third and fourth
stop, were cooled, by means of an air blast, to about the temperature
of the air in the laboratory; and in the tests at 60 m.p.h. shoe and
wheel were thus cooled between the second and third stops, and again
between the fourth and the fifth. No work was done on either the
shoe or the wheel between the individual stops of these tests.

After the first few tests of the series all tests on any given shoe
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were made without removing the shoe from the brake head of the
machine, in order to avoid the possibility of disturbing its seat and
fit on the wheel. These stop tests were run, in general, in the order
in which they are listed in Table 4—starting with the lowest pressure
and the lowest speed, maintaining this pressure and increasing the
speed to the end of the speed range, and then proceeding to tests at
the next higher pressure.

The chart drum of the recording mechanism is geared from the
main shaft of the testing machine to travel at a surface speed pro-
portional to the travel of a point on the tread of the test wheel.
Barring slippage of the paper, the drum speed and paper travel are
the same. Since the paper travel defines the chart length, which in
turn enters into the caleulation of the mean pull and the coefficient
of friction, its accuracy was checked by a supplementary record of
wheel revolutions, taken from a revolution counter which was geared
to the test wheel. This counter started automatically when the shoe
was applied and stopped when the wheel came to rest.

The testing machine, as has been stated, is equipped with a spe-
cially designed integrating device® which makes a mark on the pull
chart for each 0.6 square inches of area accumulated under the curve
of tangential pull. In both the stop tests and the constant speed
tests the mean tangential pull was found by measuring this area and
dividing by its length. In general the chart area was measured by
means of a Coradi rolling planimeter; but the measurement was
checked by comparison with the record produced by the automatic
integrator.

13. Method of Conducting Constant Speed Tests.—As their name
implies, the constant speed tests were made with the test wheel kept
running at uniform speed, the engine remaining coupled to the re-
volving unit of the machine and driving the wheel against the
frictional pull of the applied test shoe.

In these tests, the shoe and the car wheel having been prepared
and mounted as explained in Section 11, the machine was brought
up to the desired speed and the shoe was applied at the chosen pres-
sure. With the wheel speed kept constant by manipulation of the
engine throttle, the shoe was held in contact with the wheel through-
out 190 wheel revolutions; it was then released, while the wheel was
kept running at the same speed for 610 revolutions. The shoe was
then immediately reapplied to the wheel for another 190 revolutions;
and these alternate applications and releases were continued until

i *This integrator is described on page 15 of Bulletin No. 135 of the Engineering Experiment
Station of the University of Illinois.



28 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

ten such applications had been made. These ten applications, with
the intervening release periods, constitute what is designated in the
report as one constant speed test. Figure 3 is a reproduction of the
two end portions and the middle of the record produced during one
of these tests.

The cycle of 190 revolutions with the shoe applied followed by
610 with it released is the same as that preseribed by the American
Railway Association for making wear tests of brake shoes on chilled
iron wheels. It is intended to simulate the conditions which prevail
in braking a train on a long down grade, where the shoes are fre-
quently applied, but have to be periodically released in order to
control the speed of the train without depleting the air reserve. In
the tests the only cooling effect was that obtained by the action of
the surrounding air on the shoe and the revolving wheel during the
release periods. The air blast referred to in Section 12 was not used.

The application and release according to this cyecle were auto-
matically obtained by means of the air cylinder which lowers and
raises the lower lever of the testing machine. The electro-pneumatic
valve operating this cylinder was connected to a revolving commu-
tator so proportioned and so geared to the machine shaft as to hold
the valve open during 190 revolutions of the test wheel, thus applying
the shoe, and then to close the valve for 610 revolutions, lifting the
lever and releasing the shoe.

The speed of the wheel was controlled by observing a speedometer
and manipulating the engine throttle. In order to provide a means of
determining the uniformity of the speed, a time record, which appears
in Fig. 3, was drawn on the pull chart by an electrically-operated pen
actuated by a contacting chronometer. The speed variations proved
to be generally less than one-half mile per hour, either above or below
the desired speed.

In calculating the values of coefficient for each of the ten appli-
cations, the initial portion of the record—made while the shoe pres-
sure was building up—was ignored, as was likewise the end of the
record, produced during the gradual reduction in pressure preceding
the final release. These portions are represented in Fig. 3 by the
cross-hatched areas.

The area determinations, as in the stop tests, were generally made
by means of a rolling planimeter, although in a few cases they were
found by measuring the chart heights. They were all checked by
comparison with the record made by the integrator. The paper
travel was checked by revolution counter readings, as in the stop
tests.
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The bulletin presents the results of 202 constant speed tests.
They entailed the making of more than 2000 such shoe applications
as have been here described.

14. Method of Conducting Fifteen-Minute Constant Speed Tests.—
These tests, run at the end of the investigation, were made to deter-
mine the values of the coefficients of friction under long-continued
application of the shoes without any opportunity to cool. They were
made in the same way as the constant speed tests, except that the
shoe was given only one application to the wheel under any combina-
tion of pressure and speed, and that the shoe was kept in continuous
contact with the wheel for fifteen minutes—no attempt being made
to cool either the shoe or the wheel. They were run only on the two
used wheels.

A record of pull was made for the entire test period. This record
resembles the pull record of the constant speed test shown in Fig. 3,
differing chiefly in that it is much longer. Because of its great length
the area of the chart was not planimetered to find the mean pull.
Instead, the height of the record was measured at intervals of six
inches throughout the length of the chart; and these measurements
were averaged to find the mean pull and the coefficient of friction.
This six-inch interval corresponds to about 45 revolutions of the
test wheel. In such respects as maintaining and checking the wheel
speed and checking the chart travel the procedure and precautions
were like those used for the constant speed tests.

Twenty-eight of these fifteen-minute tests were made—seven
applications at various combinations of pressure and speed, with
two shoes of each kind, on each of two wheels.

15. General Treatment of Wheels and Shoes During Progress of
Tests—Throughout the entire investigation no attempt was made
to clean the wheels nor to modify in any way the character of the
wheel tread surface produced by the normal shoe action. Some of
the shoes, under heavy pressure, warped on account of the heat
developed and, when again cool, failed to fit the wheel-—touching it
only at the ends of the shoe. In extreme cases the space between
the center of the shoe and the wheel tread amounted to as much as
1/32 of an inch. Such shoes, before being used again for a regular
test, were given several short applications to the moving wheel in
order to restore their fit. The temperature of the shoe and the wheel
at the beginning of each test was about the same as the general
laboratory temperature.
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V. Resuvrrs or Stor TEsTS

The results of the first of the three series of tests—the “stop
tests”’—are presented and discussed in this chapter. In these tests,
it will be recalled, the wheel and other rotating parts of the testing
machine having first been set in motion and released from the engine,
the wheel was allowed to drift down to the desired speed and the
brake shoe then applied—gradually bringing the wheel to rest. Five
such applications constitute what is here designated as one test.
According to the program shown in Table 4 on page 23, these tests
were made with both kinds of shoes on all four wheels, each kind
being tested on each wheel under four pressures, and, under each
pressure, at five speeds.

16. Tabular Summary of Results.—All the results of this series of
tests are summarized in Table 7, which presents the average values of
stopping distance, tangential pull, and coefficient of friction for 169
tests, or 845 “stops.” This, because of a few repetitions, is 9 more
tests than the number entailed by the program. Such a repetition is
illustrated, in the second and third lines of the table, by tests Nos.
3155 and 3167 which were both run with a Diamond S shoe on chilled
wheel C under identical combinations of pressure and speed.* These
169 tests comprise

45 tests on the chilled wheels with Diamond S shoes

43 tests on the steel wheels with Diamond S shoes

41 tests on the chilled wheels with Special Chilled shoes
40 tests on the steel wheels with Special Chilled shoes.

The general uniformity among the results of the five stops which
constitute a test is illustrated by the following tabulations, which

First Second Third Fourth Fifth Average
| Stop Stop Stop Stop Stop Cg,ﬂ"f:éﬁ['t

TEST NO. 3172 |
Coefficient of Friction—per|
ok ] e | 16.80 16.53 16.36 16.36 16.13 16.44
Deviation from the Average
Coefficient for the |
Test—per cent....... | 42,19 40.

TEST NO. 3232 | |
Coefficient of Frietion—per
genb, i i | 23.60 23.87 23.93 23.16 23.91 23.71
Deviation from the Average
Coeflicient for the | |

Test—per cent. ... ... | —0.08 +0.87 40.93 | -—2.32 i +0.84 | ..ucee

—0.49 —0.49 -1.89 | ......

=
=

*In combining the results of these nine pairs of duplicate tests with those of the corresponding
test on the other wheel of like kind, their results were averaged before finding the average for the two
wheels., For example, the coefficients resulting from the two tests cited are respectively 26.46 and
30.52; and the average coefficient on wheel C is taken as the average of these two values, namely,
28.49. This, when averaged with the coefficient for wheel A (27.06), gives the average 27.78 for the
two wheels which is shown in Table 7.
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show for two of the stop tests the values of the coefficient of friction
produced in the individual stops; and also their percentage deviation
from the average value, which is the coefficient for the test itself.
Both tests were made with a Special Chilled shoe on the used chilled
wheel; test No. 3172, under 2250 pounds shoe pressure at 60 miles
per hour, and No. 3232 under 4500 pounds pressure at 20 miles per
hour.  The uniformity exhibited in these two tests is fairly typical
of that for all tests of the series.

The test results are grouped in Table 7 primarily with respect to
the four shoe pressures—2250, 3000, 3750, and 4500 pounds. In the
two left-hand vertical divisions of the table are presented the results
obtained with Diamond 8 shoes—first on the chilled wheels, and next
on the steel wheels. The results obtained with Special Chilled shoes,
similarly arranged, appear in the two right-hand vertical divisions.
For each of the five speeds at which tests were run under a particular
pressure, the values of stopping distance, tangential pull, and coeffi-
cient of friction are given for each of the two chilled wheels or each
of the two steel wheels; and in the line immediately following appear
the average values of these quantities for both wheels of like kind.
In the last line for each pressure group the general average values of
tangential pull and coefficient are given for both wheels and all five
speeds, Three lines of general average values of coefficient of friction
appear at the bottom of the table. The first two lines show, for each
of the four wheels, the average of all the pertinent values of coefficient
in the column above; that is, they show the average, for the individual
wheel, of all the coefficients derived with that wheel at all combina-
tions of pressure and speed. The last line gives the corresponding
general average coefficient of friction for both chilled wheels or for
both steel wheels. In considering Table 7 the wheel designations
should be borne in mind. They were as follows:

Wheel A is the new chilled wheel.
Wheel C is the used chilled wheel.
Wheel E is the new steel wheel.
Wheel F' is the used steel wheel.

Table 7 presents the results of all but fifteen of the stop tests
made during the entire investigation. Eight of these omitted tests
were run at speeds or pressures different from those required by the
regular program, and the results are not numerous enough to warrant
generalizations. Four were run with the shoe specially cooled, or
the wheel tread cleaned with sandpaper between individual stops,
in order to see if such treatment appreciably affected the resulting
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Fig. 11. Revariox BerweeN CoEFFICIENT oF FRICTION AND SPEED,
A8 DeFixep BY Stor Tests

For Diamond 8 Shoes on Both Chilled Wheels and on Both Steel Wheels

coefficient. The results of the remaining three tests are omitted
because the wheel tread had become rough.

As has been stated, the “speed’” of these stop tests is the initial
speed of the wheel at the moment the shoe was applied. This speed,
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of course, under the shoe action, beging immediately to fall off, as
indicated in Fig. 10, which shows, for a test made at a pressure of
2500 Ib. and an initial speed of 20 m.p.h., not only the curve of
tangential pull, but the speed curve as well. This speed curve has
been produced by caleulations based upon a record of time intervals
drawn upon the test chart; it is thoroughly typical and may be
accepted as a general illustration of the variable rate at which the
speed decreases during a stop test. In this instance the average
speed is 11.78 m.p.h., or 58.9 per cent of the initial speed; and while
this percentage will vary with the test conditions, it is always con-
siderably greater than half the initial speed. These well-known facts
are here cited in order to make it clear that no direet comparison
may be drawn between the value of coefficient of friction determined
by means of a stop test and that derived from what is called in this
bulletin a “constant speed test,” in which the wheel speed was kept
the same from the beginning of the application until the end.

17. Influence of Speed on Coefficient of Friction.—The way in
which the coefficient of friction falls off as the wheel speed is increased
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TarLE 8

Revation BETwWEEN COEFFICIENT OF FRICTION AND SPEED AS
DEerINED BY STOP TESTS

For both kinds of shoes on both chilled and steel wheels

Coefficient of Friction—per cent
Kind Kind Initial [
of of Wheel At Various Shoe Pr Average
Shoes Wheels Speed | At Various Shoe Pressures i A!git
m.p.h. T Four Shoe
22501h. | 3000 b, 3750 Ib. | 4500 1b. Pressures
1 2 | 3 1 | 5 | 6 | 7 8
Diamond 8 Chilled | 20 27.7 26. 54 27 .96 23.89 26.54
Shoes Wheels | a0 24.7 25 .41 26,48 23 66 24 81
Aand C 40 20.22 21.43 21.92 20.27 2096
a0 18.60 19.18 18.89 18.18 1§.7!
| 60 17.82 17.33 | 17.10 16.73 17.25
1
| Steel 20 22.41 22.20 | 23.70 20.92 2331
| Wheels | 30 18.93 19.08 | 19.68 18.76 19.11
| EandF | 40 16.07 15.73 | 16.20 14.85 15.71
| 50 1563 15.16 15.06 14.35 15.05
6l 14.95 14.83 15.01 13.85 14 . titi
=pecial | Chilled 20 2714 23.11 | 21.23 23.69
Chilled Wheels 30 23.63 20,93 20.62 21.94
“hoes Aand C 40 18.29 16.37 16.26 17.16
50 15.49 14.62 13.91 14.58
60 15.16 4. 13.99 14.39
Steel 20 24 .59 23.34 21.67 21.07 22.67
Wheels 30 19,24 18.67 16.7 17.48 18.04
Eand F 40 16.35 15.71 15.77 14.32 15.54
‘ 50 14.53 14.25 14.52 14.19 14.37
60 14 .37 14.22 13.62 13.53 13.94

is illustrated in Figs. 11 and 12, in which each line shows the decrease
for a particular kind of shoe at a particular pressure. The former
shows this decrease for Diamond S shoes on both chilled and steel
wheels; and the latter, the decrease for Special Chilled shoes on both
kinds of wheels. The values plotted in these two figures to define
the lines there drawn are the average coefficients for wheels A and C
or wheels E and F given in columns 7, 12, 17, and 22 of Table 7.
For convenience of further analysis these values are repeated in
columns 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Table 8.

The four lines of the upper group in Fig. 11 show the values of
the coefficients obtained with Diamond S shoes on the two chilled
wheels—one line for each of the four test pressures. With the ex-
ception of that applying to 2250 pounds pressure, these lines are
approximately alike in slope; or, more strictly speaking, the per-
centage decrease in coefficient from one speed to the next is nearly
the same at all four pressures. This similarity in the rate of decrease
is even more marked in the lower group in Fig. 11, applying to
Diamond S shoes on steel wheels, and also in both groups in Fig. 12,
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WITH SPEED, As DEFINED BY STop TEsTS

For All Four Pressures, on Both Chilled and Steel Wheels

which show the corresponding results with Specia] Chilled shoes.
In so far as this equality in the rate of decrease in coefficient at all
pressures is true, it warrants averaging the coefficients at the four
pressures in order to define the general influence of speed—in other
words, substituting for each group of four lines in Figs. 11 and 12
a single line based on the average values of the coefficient for the
four test pressures. The purpose of this discussion—to generalize
the influence of speed upon coefficient, of friction—will be adequately
served by such substitution; and we shall deal therefore with the
general average coefficients at all four pressures, instead of with the
rates of decrease at individual pressures shown in Figs. 11 and 12,
by the process explained in the following paragraphs.

If we average the fundamental test results shown in columns 4 to
7 of Table 8, we obtain the general average values of the coefficient’
of friction at all four pressures shown in column 8. For example,
the value 26.54, in the first line of column 8, is the average of the
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TaBLE 9

AVERAGE RATE oF DEcrEASE oF COEFFICIENT OF FRICTION WITH SPEED AS
DEeriNeED BY STOP TESTS

For all four pressures, on chilled and steel wheels.

i ieti Rate of Decrease of Coefficient with
.»\verugle] %:i?gﬁg: [[’:l;;:f:;:n fox Speed, Expressed in Percentage of
Kind Initial Coefficient at 20 Miles per Hour
£ Sheed '
5 |
Wheels mph. With With Average With With Average
Diamond Special for Both Diamond Special for Both
8 Chilled Kinds of 8 Chilled Kinds of
% Shoes Shoes Bhoes Shoes Bhoes Shoes
L 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Chilled 20 26.54 23.69 25.12 100 100 100
Wheels 30 24 81 21.94 23.38 93 93 03
Aand C | 40 20.96 17.16 19.06 79 72 76
I 50 18.71 14 .58 16.65 71 G2 4]
| 60 17.25 14.39 15.82 65 1 i3
Steel | 20 22 31 22,67 22 40 100 100 100
Wheels | 30 19.11 18.04 18.58 86 80 83
Eand F | 40 15.71 15.54 15.63 0 69 70
| 50 15.05 14.37 14.71 67 | 63 65
i, 60 14.66 | 13.94 14.30 66 | 62 64
|

four preceding values in this line, and is the general average coeffi-
cient obtained with Diamond S shoes on the two chilled wheels.
It is therefore the average of the four values plotted in Fig. 11 for
the upper group of lines at 20 m.p.h. The four succeeding values
in column 8 are the general average coefficients at 30, 40, 50, and 60
m.p.h. These five values of coefficient, with their respective speed
values, are plotted in Fig. 13 to define there the upper full line, which
represents for Diamond S shoes on chilled wheels the average relation
between coefficient and speed for all four shoe pressures; and this
line, for the purposes of this discussion, takes the place of the four
lines constituting the upper group in Fig. 11. The upper group in
Fig. 12 is similarly replaced in Fig. 13 by the second full line there
drawn, which is defined by plotting the average values of the coeffi-
cient for Special Chilled shoes on chilled wheels given in column 8
of Table 8. In like manner the facts shown in the lower groups of
lines in Figs. 11 and 12 are summarized and generalized in Fig. 13
by the two broken lines, which represent the general average relation
between coefficient and speed for both kinds of shoes on steel wheels.

Figure 13, thus derived, is accepted as the basis for the attempt
to draw general conclusions with respect to the influence of speed
upon coefficient of friction. Ignoring for the moment the lines CC
and S8, Fig. 13 makes it clear that the rate of decrease in the coeffi-
cient with speed is, on the chilled wheels, nearly the same for both
Diamond S and Special Chilled shoes. This fact is disclosed not only
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by the similarity in slope of the two full lines applying to chilled
wheels, but can be more specifically shown by establishing the actual
ratios between the successive coefficients. For this purpose Table 9
has been prepared. In the upper half of this table, in columns 3 and
4, appear the general average values of coefficient of friction which
define the two full lines in Fig. 13—here transposed from column 8
of Table 8. These values for Diamond S shoes on chilled wheels
(column 3) are 26.54, 24.81, 20.96, 18.71, and 17.25, at the respective
speeds. Taking the coefficient at 20 m.p.h. as the basis of comparison
(100 per cent) the coefficients at 30, 40, 50, and 60 m.p.h. are respec-
tively 93, 79, 71, and 65 per cent of the coefficient at 20 m.p.h., as
shown in column 6 of Table 9. The corresponding relative values of
the coefficients for Special Chilled shoes on chilled wheels, given in
column 7, are 100, 93, 72, 62, and 61 per cent. These percentages are
so nearly alike as to warrant, for the present purpose, the conclusion
that when using either Diamond 8 or Special Chilled shoes on chilled
wheels the rate of decrease in coefficient of friction with increase in
speed is almost the same; in other words, that we may establish for
chilled wheels the general approximate rate of decrease by averaging
the coefficients for both kinds of shoes. This is done in column 5 of
Table 9, where the average coefficients of friction for both kinds of
shoes on the chilled wheels, at all four pressures, are shown to be
25.12, 23.38, 19.06, 16.65, and 15.82 per cent, for the five successive
test speeds respectively. These five coefficient values, with their
appropriate speeds, define the line CC of Fig. 13, which is accepted
as representing the general average rate of decrease in the coefficient
of friction with increase in speed for all the stop tests made on chilled
wheels, with both kinds of shoes and at all four shoe pressures. The
percentage relations among the coefficients which define this line are
shown in the last column of Table 9; they are 100, 93, 76, 66, and 63
per cent for speeds of 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 miles per hour, respectively.
The influence of speed upon the coefficient of friction on chilled wheels
is approximately defined by these percentages.

By an exactly analogous treatment of the values of the coefficients
for both kinds of shoes on steel wheels, which define the two broken
lines in Fig. 13, we derive the general averages represented by the
line SS, and the corresponding ratios shown in the lower part of
column 8 of Table 9, namely, 100, 83, 70, 65, and 64 per cent; which
are accepted as defining the influence of speed upon the coefficient
of friction of both kinds of shoes upon steel wheels. It is to be noted
that on steel wheels, throughout the speed range, the rate of decrease
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in coefficient is somewhat more uniform, and the performance of the
two kinds of shoes more nearly the same than on chilled wheels.

Bearing in mind the fact that the percentage values given in the
last column of Table 9 are derived from a substantially equal number
of tests made with each kind of shoe on each of two wheels of a kind,
under strictly comparable test conditions, it is probable that they
define the influence of speed upon coefficient of friction more exactly
than it has hitherto been defined by experiments applicable to modern
train conditions, notwithstanding the averaging processes which have
been resorted to in arriving at these percentages. Such errors as
reside in these ratios are probably less than the variations in frictional
performance among individual shoes or individual wheels in a train;
and if for a particular train equipped with either kind of shoe and,
for example, steel wheels, we know the braking force at one speed,
we may with considerable confidence undertake to predict that force
at another speed by applying the ratios given in Table 9—provided
the shoe pressures do not greatly exceed 4500 pounds.
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18. Relation Between Tangential Pull and Speed.—It will be re-
called that in all the tests the fundamental measurement made by
the testing machine is the retarding force or tangential pull of the
brake shoe upon the wheel; and that all values of coefficient of friction
are caleulated therefrom by dividing this pull by the shoe pressure.
The values of tangential pull for the stop tests are presented in
columns 6, 11, 16, and 21 of Table 7. These are the mean values of a
slightly variable force, as illustrated in Fig. 2 and as explained on
page 26. The table shows, in addition to the pull on individual
wheels, the average values for both wheels of a kind; and these aver-
ages, with their accompanying speed values, are plotted in Figs. 14
and 15; the former showing the results obtained with Diamond S
shoes on both chilled and steel wheels, and the latter, those obtained
with Special Chilled shoes on both kinds of wheels.

Because of the direct relationship between tangential pull and
coefficient of friction, Figs. 14 and 15 convey the same information
as that presented by Figs. 11 and 12, and either pair might be easily
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derived from the other. For those practically concerned with the
problems of braking and train operation, however, the concept of
tangential pull is more directly related to their daily experience, and
is one with which they are more accustomed to deal than that of
coefficient of friction; and it seems on this account desirable to
present the results in terms of this quantity.

Figures 14 and 15 need little comment. Every line there drawn
shows a decline in the value of tangential pull as the speed increases;
which, of course, is inevitable in view of the fact that the coefficient
of friction decreases with speed. The pull exerted, for example, by

‘Diamond S shoes when applied to chilled wheels with a pressure of
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4500 pounds at an initial speed of 20 miles per hour, is 1075 pounds
(Fig. 14); whereas with the same pressure at 60 miles per hour the
pull is only 753 pounds.

Another fact deserves brief comment in this connection, namely,
that on aeccount of the usual decline in coefficient of friction with
increasing shoe pressure, an increase in pressure under like conditions
of speed does not always proportionally increase the tangential pull.
Figure 15 shows, for example, for Special Chilled shoes on steel wheels
at 2250 pounds shoe pressure and 30 miles per hour, a tangential pull
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TasrLe 10
RATE oF DECREASE IN SToPPING DISTANCE WITH INCREASE IN SHOE PRESSURE
For both kinds of shoes on both kinds of wheels.

Stopping Distances at Relation Between Stopping Dist, at
Initial Four Shoe Pressures Various Pressures, Expressed as Percent-

Kind of | Kind of | Wheel ft. ages of Distance at 2250 Ib, Pressure

Shoes Wheels Speelgl
m.p.h.
2250 1b. | 30001b. | 37501b. | 45001b. | 22501b. | 30001b. | 37501b. | 4500 lb.
Pressure | Pressure | Pressure | Pressure | Pressure | Pressure | Pressure | Pressure

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Diamond On 20 206 239 182 174 100 80.8 61.5 58.8
8 Chilled 30 689 542 414 393 100 8.7 60.1 57.1
Shoes | Wheels 40 1422 1132 848 755 100 79.6 59.6 53.1
50 2399 1882 1498 1304 100 78.4 62.4 54.4
60 3554 2852 2327 1997 100 80.2 65.4 56.2
Averages 79.5 61.8 55.9
On 20 372 274 221 205 . 100 73.6 50.4 55.1
Steel 30 801 686 575 495 100 77.0 4.6 55.6
Wheels 40 1745 1407 1143 1036 100 80.6 65.5 59.3
50 2788 2221 1801 1614 100 79.7 67.8 57.9
60 4054 3256 2764 2434 100 80.3 68.2 60.0
Averages 78.2 65.1 57.6
Special On 20 300 268 216 188 100 80.3 72.0 62.7
Chilled | Chilled 30 704 622 475 422 100 85.4 67.5 59.9
Shoes | Wheels 40 1567 1330 1012 922 100 85.0 64.6 58.9
50 2689 2234 1835 1602 100 83.1 (8.2 59.6
60 3942 3261 2639 2301 100 82.7 6.9 58 4
Averages 85.7 67.8 59.9
On 20 344 271 238 201 100 78.8 69.2 58.4
Steel 30 893 711 635 535 100 70.6 1.1 59.9
Wheels 40 1751 1417 1167 1086 100 80.9 66,7 62.0
a0 2988 2345 1923 1711 100 78.5 4.4 57.3
60 4348 3371 2911 2561 100 77.5 66.9 58.9
Averages 79.1 67.7 59.3

of 433 pounds. At twice this pressure, 4500 lb., and the same speed,
the pull is 787 pounds—not twice, but only 1.82 times as much as
at the lower pressure.

19. Relation Between Stopping Distance and Brake Shoe Pres-
sure.—The test data include a record of the number of revolutions of
the wheel from the moment the shoe was applied until the wheel
stopped. From this record has been calculated, for each test, the
distance travelled by any point on the wheel tread during the period
of the stop; which is analagous to the stopping distance of a train in
practical braking problems. These stopping distances are recorded
in columns 5, 10, 15, and 20 of Table 7, where values are given for
individual wheels and average values for both wheels of a kind.
These averages, with the corresponding brake shoe pressures, are
plotted in Figs. 16 and 17 to establish the lines which are there drawn
to show the relations between stopping distance and shoe pressure.
Figure 16 shows the results obtained with Diamond S shoes, and
Fig. 17, those obtained with Special Chilled shoes.
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The customary and obvious decrease in stopping distance as the
shoe pressure is increased is illustrated in both of these figures. Since
the energy impressed upon the wheel is always the same provided
the initial speed be the same, and since this energy is destroyed during
a stop by the tangential pull of the shoe on the wheel, we might expect
that stopping distances at any given speed would be exactly inversely
proportional to the shoe pressure; and they would be so if the coeffi-
cient of friction remained exactly the same. The coefficient, however,
changes with pressure—generally decreasing; and on this acecount
the expected proportionality is not exact. This is disclosed by ex-
amination of Table 10, which is here introduced to show the actual
rates of decrease in stopping distance as the shoe pressure increases.

The stopping distances shown in columns 4 to 7 of Table 10 are
transposed from Table 7 and rearranged, the decimals being dropped.
The relative values of the successive stopping distances at any given
speed are presented in columns 8 to 11, where they are expressed as
percentages of the distance at the lowest pressure, 2250 lb., which is
taken as the basis of comparison, or 100 per cent. If there were no
variation of coefficient of friction with shoe pressure, and the stopping
distances were consequently in the inverse ratio of the pressures, the
percentages in columns 9, 10, and 11 would be respectively 75, 60,
and 50 per cent. The differences between these and the actual per-
centages shown in the table are an indirect measure of the variation
of coefficient with pressure.

It is to be noted that the rates of decrease in stopping distance
within any of the four groups of the table do not vary widely from
speed to speed; that is, the rates of decrease at 60 miles per hour,
for example, are not very different from those at 20 miles. Hasty
consideration of the rapidly changing slope of the lines in Figs. 16
and 17 in passing from one speed to another might lead to an
opposite and incorrect conclusion.

20. Variations of Coefficient of Friction with Shoe Pressure.—In
Table 7, for each combination of shoe and wheel, the values of coeffi-
cient of friction are presented for each speed in each of the four
pressure groups—first the values for the individual wheels, then an
average value for each pair of wheels, and finally, at the end of each
pressure group, a general average value for all five speeds of that
group. These values of the coefficient of friction can be arranged
with respect to shoe pressure in order to study its influence upon the
coefficient. To do so graphically would result in a diagram compris-
ing 20 lines, many of them superimposed, which would be more con-
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TasLE 11

Rates oF VariatioN oF COEFFICIENT oF FRICTION WITH SHOE
Pressure 1N Stop TEsTs

Relative Magnitudes of Coefficients of Friction at Four Shoe
. . Initial Pressures, Expressed, for Each Speed, as Percen of
K1|[1d Kl?d Wheel Coefficient at 2250 1b. Shoe Pressures and at That Speed
of of 3
Wheels Shoes m‘_’gﬁ‘f_ |
2250 1b. 3000 Ib. 3750 b, 4500 1b.
Pressure Preasure Pressure Pressure
1 2 3 4 5 [ (i 7
On Diamond 20 100 95.5 100.6 86.0
Chilled 8 30 100 102.8 107.2 01.7
Wheels Shoes 40 100 106.0 108 .4 100.2
50 100 103.1 101.5 7.8
60 100 97.3 96.0 93.9
Av. for 5 Speeds 100 100.7 103.0 93.3
Special 20 100 85.2 85.8 78.2
Chilled 30 100 88.6 95.6 87.2
Shoes 40 100 80.4 06.8 88.8
50 100 94 .4 02.3 89.8
60 100 94.0 93 .4 92.3
Av. for 5 Speeds 100 89.5 92.3 86.2
On Diamond | 20 100 99.1 105.7 93.3
Steel 8 30 100 100.8 104.0 99.1
Wheels Shoes 40 100 98.0 100.8 92.4
50 100 96.9 96.3 91.8
60 100 99.2 100 .4 92.6
Av. for 5 Speeds 100 98.9 101.9 94.0
S{fcial 20 100 949 88.1 85.6
Chilled 30 100 96.9 87.2 90.8
Shoes 40 100 96.1 06.4 87.6
50 100 98.0 99.9 07.6
60 100 99.0 94 .8 4.2
Av. for 5 Speeds 100 96.8 02.4 90.5
|

fusing than helpful. Such confusion can be avoided, however, by
arranging the data in tabular form, and Table 11 is presented for this
purpose.

Table 11 is based upon the average coefficients shown in Table 7
for both wheels of a kind—for the two chilled wheels, A and C, or
the two steel wheels, £ and F. Since in studying the influence of
pressure we are concerned, not with the actual coefficients at various
pressures, but with their relative magnitudes, Table 11 (in columns
4 to 7) presents these magnitudes expressed as percentages of the
coefficient at the lowest test pressure—2250 Ib. The first line of the
table, for example, relates to the performance of Diamond S shoes on
chilled wheels at 20 miles per hour; and the coefficients (from column
7 of Table 7) for these conditions are 27.78, 26.54, 27.96, and 23.89
for shoe pressures of 2250, 3000, 3750, and 4500 pounds, respectively.
Using the coefficient at 2250 lb. as the basis of comparison (100 per
cent), the coefficients at 3000, 3750, and 4500 pounds pressure are
respectively 95.5, 100.6, and 86.0 per cent of the coefficient at the
lowest pressure. The other percentages in the table show the relative
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magnitudes of the coefficients at other speeds and for other combina-
tions of shoe and wheel. Examination of Table 11 discloses the fol-
lowing facts.

Ignoring temporarily the four lines of general average percent-
ages, and first considering the results for Diamond S shoes, it is to
be noted that neither on chilled nor on steel wheels do these shoes
show a regular decrease in coefficient of friction as the shoe pressure
is increased; indeed, at the two intermediate pressures there is fre-
quently an increase instead of a decrease. On the chilled wheels this
tendency shows itself at both 3000 and 3750 pounds pressure; while
on the steel wheels the rise in coefficient is chiefly observable in
passing from 3000 to 3750 pounds. At the highest pressure, however,
there is with Diamond S shoes a decided drop in coefficient on both
kinds of wheels.

The drop in coeflicient with increase in pressure is more clearly
exhibited by the performance of the Special Chilled shoes. With
these shoes on chilled wheels the tendency to rise in passing from
3000 to 3750 pounds shows itself only in the first three speeds; other-
wise there is a regular decline in the coefficient. On the steel wheels
the performance of Special Chilled shoes shows a nearly uninterrupted
decline with pressure increase—the only exceptions of consequence
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occur at 50 m.p.h., where there is a slight rise in passing to 3750
pounds pressure, and at 30 m.p.h., in passing to 4500 pounds.

At the end of each pressure group in Table 7 is given the general
average value of the coefficient of friction for all five speeds of the
group. These averages are plotted in Fig. 18 to define the four lines
there drawn to show the general relations between coefficient and shoe
pressure; and the “averages for 5 speeds” shown in Table 11 give the
percentage relationships between these average values of the coeffi-
cient. These percentages and the lines in Fig. 18 serve only to
emphasize the relations between coefficient and pressure which have
been pointed out in the preceding paragraphs; thus generalized,
however, they are more easily followed. In concluding this section,
it ought to be added that the somewhat more unvarying decline of
coefficient with pressure disclosed by previous experiments occurs at
pressures beyond the maximum pressure used in these tests.

21. Difference in Performance of Diamond S and Special Chilled
Shoes.—All the 169 stop tests fall into 80 pairs of tests, in each of
which the conditions as regards wheel, shoe pressure and speed are
identical, the only difference being that one test of the pair was made
with a Diamond 8 shoe, while the other was made with a Special
Chilled shoe. In 68 of these 80 pairs the coefficient of friction pro-
duced by Diamond S shoes was greater than that produced by Special
Chilled shoes. When we deal with the average values of the coeffi-
cient on both wheels of like kind, the values fall into 40 comparable
pairs, of which all but five show a greater coefficient with Diamond S
shoes. These five exceptions all occur in tests on steel wheels. There
is nothing unexpected in this relationship between the two kinds of
shoes; previous tests of modern brake shoes in this laboratory and
elsewhere have repeatedly shown the superiority of Diamond S shoes
over various types of plain cast iron shoes.

Table 12 exhibits more specifically the differences above referred
to. It presents, for the various combinations of pressure and speed,
the average coefficients of friction on two wheels of like kind obtained
with each kind of brake shoe; first for the tests on chilled wheels,
in columns 3 and 4, and then for the tests on steel wheels, in columns
6 and 7. The percentages® by which the various coefficients produced
by Diamond S shoes exceed those produced by Special Chilled shoes
are shown in columns 5 and 8.

*The values in columns 5 and 8 are not the mere numerical differences between the coefficients

(which are themselves expressed as percentages) ; but percentages representing the ratio of this difference
to the smaller of the two comparable coefficients.
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TasLe 12

DrirrerENces BErween CoerricienTs oF Fricrion Probucep v Stop TEsTs BY
DiamMonp S SHOES AND BY SpEciaL CHILLED SHOES

|
i On Chilled Wheels A and C On Steel Wheels E and F
] Average Coefficient Average Coefficient
Shoe Initial | on Both Wheels Excess of on Both Wheels Excess of
Pres- Wheel per cent Coefficient for per cent Coefficient for
sure Speed Diamond S Diamond 5
Ib. m.p.h. Sh:lgos._ovet: t{mt i T ;Sh?x, over t:mt
With With for Specia With With | for Specia
Diamond Special Chilled Shoes Diamond Special Chilled Shoes
8 Chilled per cent 8 Cl Inlled per cent
Shoes Shoes Shoes Shoes
1 2 3 4 | 5 . 6 7 8
2250 20 27.78 27.14 2.4 22 41 24.59 9.7
30 24.70 23.63 4.5 18.93 19.24 16
40 20.22 18.29 10. 6 16.07 16.35 1.7*
| a0 1860 15.49 20.1 15.63 14.53 7.6
I 60 17.82 15.16 17.6 14.95 14 .37 4.0
Av. for 5 Speeds 21.82 19.94 9.4 17.60 17.82 1.3*
3000 : 20 26.54 23.11 14.8 | 22.20 23.34 5.1*
30 25.41 20.93 21.4 19.08 18.67 2.2
40 21.43 16.37 30.9 15.73 15.71 0.1
50 19.18 14.62 31.2 15.16 14.25 .4
Gl 17.33 | 14 24 21.7 14 .83 14.22 4.3
Av. for 3 Speeds 21.98 | 17.85 3.1 17.40 17.24 0.9
3750 20 27.96 23.28 20.1 23.70 21.67 9.4
30 26.48 22.59 17.2 19.68 16.78 17.3
40 21.92 | 17.70 23.8 16.20 15.77 2.7
50 18.89 14.30 32.1 15.06 14.52 3.7
G0 17.10 14.15 20.8 15.01 13.62 10.2
Av. for 5 Speeds 22.47 18.40 22.1 17.93 16.47 8.9
4500 20 23.89 21.23 12.5 20.92 21.07 0.7*
30 22,66 20.62 9.9 18.76 17.48 7.3
40 20.27 16.26 24.7 14 .85 14.32 3.7
50 18.18 13.91 30.7 14.35 14.19 1
60 16.73 13.99 | 19.6 | 13 .85 13.53 2.4
Av. for 5 Speeds 20.35 | 17.20 18.3 16.55 16.12 2.7
I

*The asterisks in column 8 indicate those instances in which the coefficient for the Special Chilled Shoe is greater
than that for the Diamond 8 Shoe; and the value shown is the percentage excess of the former over the latter,

The table shows that in some instances the excess of the coeffi-
cient for Diamond S shoes is more than thirty per cent. There is
no apparent regularity in the variations in this excess. They appear
to bear no very definite relation to either pressure or speed; although
most of the highest excesses occur, in the various pressure groups,
at speeds of either 40 or 50 miles per hour.

The most noteworthy fact disclosed by Table 12 is that the su-
periority of Diamond S shoes is much more marked on chilled wheels
than on steel wheels. As previously remarked, the five instances in
which Special Chilled shoes produced the larger coefficient all occur
in tests on steel wheels; and in all but one of the remaining tests on
steel wheels the excess in the coefficient for Diamond S shoes is
markedly less than on chilled wheels, at corresponding pressures
and speeds.



50 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

TasLE 13

DIFFERENCES IN PERFORMANCE OF BRAKE SHOES oN NEw aND UseEp WHEELS AND
o~ CHILLED AND STEEL WHEELS IN SToP TESTS

Based on general average values of the coefficients of friction at all speeds and all pressures

Coefficients of Friction—per cent Percentage Excess of One Coefficient over
General Average Values at All the Other, in Comparable Pairs of
Speeds and Pressures Values in Columns 2 to 5
Kind 1 _
;f Chilled Wheels | Steel Wheels Chilled Wheels ‘ Steel Wheels
Shoes |
[ |
New | Used New Used New Used | New Used
| Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel | Wheel Wheel
| A C E F A c | E F
1 | 2 | 3 s 5 b 7 | s | o
Diamond S 2280 | 20.51 16.12 18.62 11.2 Tt s 15.5
Special Chilled 17.45 | 10.25 16.38 AR | aues 10.3 6.5
Both Kinds |
of Shoes 20.13 ‘ 1088 16.25 18.03 | I e | 100
General Average Results for Both New and Used Wheels
Diamond 8 21.65 ‘ 17.37 24.7
Special Chilled 18.35 16.01 8.5
Both Kinds |

of Shoes I 20.00 17.14 16.7

22. Difference in Brake Shoe Performance on New Wheels and
Used Wheels.—New and used wheels of each kind were used in the
tests, not only because their combined results would better represent
service conditions, but because, if there were any marked difference
in performance on new and used wheels, the results might be expected
to disclose it.

In Table 7, which gives all the results of the stop tests, there are
for each of the four combinations of shoes and wheels 20 pairs of
tests in which the only difference in conditions is that one test was
made with a new wheel and the other with a used wheel. Considering
the tests made with Special Chilled shoes on steel wheels, we find
that in 15 of the 20 pairs of tests the coefficient of friction was greater
on used wheel F than on new wheel E; whereas in the remaining
5 pairs of tests the relation is reversed and the coefficient was greater
on the new.wheel. In the three other combinations of shoe and wheel
there are likewise occasional reversals of the general tendency. The
general trend is therefore better disclosed by comparing the general
average values of the coefficient at all speeds and pressures than by
comparing the results of the numerous separate pairs of tests. These
general averages are given at the bottom of Table 7. To facilitate
the comparison and discussion they are repeated and rearranged in
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columns 2 to 5 of the upper part of Table 13.* The general average:
coefficients produced at all speeds and pressures by Diamond S shoes.
on new chilled wheel A and on used chilled wheel C are, respectively,
22.80 and 20.51, as shown in columns 2 and 3 in the first line of
Table 13. The coefficient on new wheel A is consequently 11.2 per
cent greater than that on used wheel C; and this percentage excess is
therefore entered under wheel A in column 6. The remaining per-
centages shown in columns 6 to 9 are similarly derived, and their
positions there have a similar significance.

With Diamond S shoes on chilled wheels, as has just been pointed
out, the greater coefficient occurs on the new wheel; on the steel
wheels, however, this relation is reversed, and the coefficient is 15.5
per cent greater on the used wheel. With Special Chilled shoes there
is no such reversal; these shoes produce the larger coefficient on the
used wheel with both chilled and steel wheels, the excesses being
respectively 10.3 and 6.5 per cent. In three out of four combinations
of shoe and wheel, therefore, the greater coefficient is obtained on
used wheels. There is nothing in the hardness relations among the
four test wheels to account for the variation of the performance of
Diamond S shoes on chilled wheels from the general trend; nor has
it been feasible otherwise to account for it.

23. Difference in Brake Shoe Performance on Chilled Wheels and
Steel Wheels.—The tests disclose a notable difference between the
results produced on the two kinds of wheels. Both the coefficient
of friction and the tangential pull are much greater on the chilled
wheels than on the steel wheels under identical conditions of shoe
pressure and speed; and this is true for both kinds of shoes. Dealing
with average values of coefficient and pull on both new and used
wheels of like kind, among 40 pairs of comparable values there are
only three pairs in which this relationship is reversed. These excep-
tions, which are again referred to in this section, all occur in tests
with Special Chilled shoes. The magnitude of this excess on chilled
wheels is far greater than the slight incidental variations in frictional
quality among the test shoes; and the superiority of performance on
chilled wheels must be ascribed to differences in the frictional quality
of the material constituting the treads of the two kinds of wheels.

From the practical point of view of those responsible for brake
design and train operation, this superiority of coefficient and pull
obtained on chilled wheels is probably the most important informa-
tion developed by these tests. While, as was intimated in the Intro-

*The lower part of Table 13 is irrelevant to this purpose. It is used in the discussion in Section 23,
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duction, the general facts have been known, the magnitude of the
difference has been inadequately appreciated; and only rarely has
any attempt been made so to apply these facts in service that each
car of a train, whether equipped with chilled or steel wheels, would
contribute its proper share to the total braking force required. Ex-
cept in a few instances, brake leverage has continued to be deter-
mined without reference to the important difference in tangential
pull which is produced under like shoe pressures on the two kinds of
wheels. It is to be hoped that the evidence here again presented will
arouse renewed interest in this fact, and lead to some effort to
capitalize it in practical train operation.

The general magnitude of the excess of the coefficient of friction
on chilled wheels is best exhibited by a comparison of the gross aver-
age values of the coefficient on both wheels of like kind at all speeds
and pressures. These averages are shown in the lower part of Table
13. With Diamond S shoes the general average coefficient on chilled
wheels is 21.65; whereas on steel wheels the coefficient is 17.37—an
excess of 24.7 per cent for the chilled wheels. With Special Chilled
shoes the average coefficients are 18.35 and 16.91 on chilled and steel
wheels, respectively—an excess of 8.5 per cent on chilled wheels.
Combining the results obtained with both kinds of shoes, the average
on chilled wheels is 20.00 and on steel wheels, 17.14—a difference of
16.7 per cent. In other words, the general average coefficient of
friction produced in the 86 stop tests made on the two chilled wheels
with both kinds of shoes and under all combinations of shoe pressure
and speed, is 16.7 per cent greater than the corresponding average
coefficient produced in the 83 tests made on the two steel wheels.
The almost invariable occurrence of this excess and its great magni-
tude, under conditions which differ solely in the kind of wheels used,
leave no question as to its reality, nor any ground for doubt that it
arises from qualities inherent in the chilled wheel tread.

The general average values cited above have been used with full
realization of the objections which may lie against such a gross
averaging process if used for making specific predictions. They are
not here used for such a purpose, but merely to emphasize the magni-
tude of the difference in performance on the two kinds of wheels.
Specific comparisons and discussion are based on Table 14, and are
given in the following paragraphs.

The values of both tangential pull and coefficient of friction are
shown, for each of the combinations of speed and shoe pressure, in
Table 14. For tests made with Diamond S shoes the values for these
quantities are given in columns 3 and 4 or 5 and 6. These values
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TasLE 14
Excrss or CoEFFICIENT oF FricTioN AND TANGENTIAL PULL OBTAINED ON CHILLED
WHEELS 0vER THosE OBTAINED ON STEEL WHEELS IN Stop TESTS

With Diamond S Shoes With Special Chilled Shoes
|
Tangential Pull.]  Coefficient of | Excess of| Tangential Pull, Coefficient of Excess of
Average on | Friction. Average | Coeffi- Avcrage on Friction. Average | Coeffi-
Both Wheelsof | on Both Wheels | cient of | Both Wheelsof | on Both Wheels | cient of
Shoe | Tnitial | Like Kind of Like Kind | Friction | Like Kind of Like Kind | Friction
Pressure | Wheel Ib. per cent tor Tan- Ib. per cent {or Tan-
Speed gential gential
Ib. m.p.h. Pull) on =1 Pull) on
Chilled Chilled
On On On On Wheels | g On On On Wheels
Chilled | Steel | Chilled | Steel |over that|Chilled | Steel | Chilled | Steel over that
Wheels | Wheels| Wheels | Wheels | o0 Steel | Wheels | Wheels | Wheels | Wheels | on Steel
AandC|Eand F| Aand C | Kand F | Wheels [4'and C Eand F| Aand C | Eand F | Wheels
per cent per cent
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9 10 11 12
2250 20 625 504 27.78 22.41 24.0 611 553 | 2714 24 .59 10.4
30 356 426 24.70 18.93 30.5 532 433 23.63 10.24 22.8
40 455 362 20,22 16.07 268 412 368 18.29 16.35 11.9
50 419 352 18,60 15.63 19.0 349 327 15.49 14.53 6.6
0 401 336 17.82 14.95 19.2 341 323 15.16 14.37 5.5
Av. for 5 Speeds | ... 21.82 17.60 24.0 19.94 17.82 11.9
3000 20 706 L] 26.54 22.20 19.6 693 700 23.11 23 .34 1.0*
30 762 572 25 .41 19.08 33.2 628 560 20.93 18.67 12.1
40 643 472 21.43 15.73 36.2 491 471 16.37 15.71 4.2
a0 575 455 1918 15.16 26.5 439 428 14 .62 14.25 2.6
60 520 445 17.33 14,83 16.9 427 426 14.24 14,22 0.1
Av. for 5 Speeds | ... 21.98 17.40 26.3 17.85 17.24 3.5
3750 20 1049 8849 27.96 23.70 18.0 873 813 23.28 21.67 7.4
30 993 738 26.48 1968 34.6 847 629 22.59 16.78 346
40 822 608 21.92 16.20 35.3 64 501 17.70 15.97 12.2
50 708 565 18.89 15.06 25.4 536 545 14.30 14,52 1.5*
G0 641 563 17.10 15.01 13.9 531 a1l 14.15 13.62 3.9
Av. for 5 Speeds 22 .47 17.93 25.3 18.40 16.47 11.7
4500 20 1075 941 23 .80 20.92 14.2 955 948 21.23 21.07 0.8
a0 1020 844 22.66 18.76 20.8 928 787 20.62 17.48 18.0
40 912 668 20.27 14 85 36.5 732 44 16.26 14.32 13.6
50 818 646 18.18 14.35 26.7 fi26 639 13.91 14.19 2.0*
60 753 623 16.73 13.85 20.8 630 609 13.99 13.53 3.4
.’\\"forlﬁspeeds 20.35 16.55 23.0 17.20 16.12 6.7

*The asterisks in column 12 indicate the three instances in which the coefficient is greater on the steel wheels
than on the chilled wheels; and the values shown are the percentage excess on the steel wheels.

are the averages of the results obtained, at the indicated speed and
pressure, on the new and used chilled wheels, or on the new and used
steel wheels. Tor tests made with Special Chilled shoes the corre-
sponding average values of pull and coefficient are shown in the right-
hand half of Table 14—in columns 8 and 9 or 10 and 11. These
averages are transeribed directly from Table 7; the values of pull,
however, are presented to the nearest full unit only, the decimals
shown in Table 7 having been eliminated. Adjacent values in col-
umns 5 and 6 or in columns 10 and 11, since they apply to identical
conditions of pressure and speed, may be directly compared to find
the difference in performance on the two kinds of wheels. The com-
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parisons drawn in the next four paragraphs are between values of
the coefficient of friction. Discussion of the differences in tangential
pull appears later.

The first two values in columns 5 and 6 are the average coefficients
obtained with Diamond S shoes at 2250 pounds and 20 miles per hour.
They are 27.78 on chilled wheels and 22.41 on steel wheels. The
excess of the coefficient on chilled wheels is in this instance 24.0 per
cent, which is entered in column 7; and the remaining figures in this
column present, for Diamond S shoes, the excess of the coefficient on
chilled wheels at all other pressures and speeds. For tests with
Special Chilled shoes the corresponding percentage excess values
appear in column 12. It is to be first observed that with Special
Chilled shoes there are three exceptions to the general superiority of
the coefficient on chilled wheels. These instances are denoted by the
asterisks in column 12; and in all three pairs of tests thus marked the
coefficient is greater on steel wheels. The excess varies from 1.0 to
2.0 per cent, and the average excess is only 1.5 per cent. Among the
forty pairs of comparable values in the table, these three pairs offer
the only exceptions to the general excess of the coefficient on chilled
wheels. Because they are so few and so small in amount these ex-
ceptions are ignored in the further discussion of the general tendencies
disclosed by Table 14.

Recurring to the results with Diamond S shoes, it is to be noted
that the percentage excess of the coefficient on chilled wheels varies
rather regularly with speed in each pressure group; the excess rises
in passing from 20 m.p.h., reaches its maximum at either 30 or 40
m.p.h., and then decreases as we pass to the two higher speeds. The
rate of this variation differs somewhat in the four pressure groups;
but the general trend is very definitely observable in each group. It
may be further noted that the general average excess is very nearly
the same in each group, the values being 24.0, 26.3, 25.3, and 23.0
per cent at the four successive shoe pressures.

Among the results obtained with Special Chilled shoes there is
observable (see column 12) the same general tendency for the excess
of the coefficient on chilled wheels to rise to a maximum and then to
decline as the speed increases. With these shoes, however, the maxi-
mum excess occurs at 30 m.p.h.; and both its rate of rise and its rate
of decline are sharper than with Diamond S shoes. With Special
Chilled shoes there is less uniformity among the general average
values of the excess in the four pressure groups, which are respec-
tively 11.9, 3.5, 11.7, and 6.7 per cent. Dealing again with the gross
overall averages of the excess, which, it will be recalled, are 24.7 per
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cent with Diamond S shoes and 8.5 per cent with Special Chilled
shoes, it may be remarked, in conclusion, that the superiority of
performance on chilled wheels is with Special Chilled shoes only
about one-third of that obtained with Diamond S shoes.

These coefficient of friction relationships on the two kinds of
wheels are exhibited in Figs. 11 and 12. Although these figures were
not prepared for this purpose, they disclose the relations between
the coefficients presented in columns 5 and 6 and 10 and 11 of Table
14. Figure 13 shows the general average values of the coefficient on
chilled and on steel wheels for both kinds of shoes at all four pressures;
and, consequently, it also exhibits the general superiority of per-
formance on chilled wheels.

From the fact that the coefficient of friction is obtained by merely
dividing the tangential pull by the shoe pressure, it is obvious that
the ratios between comparable values of the pull are the same as the
ratios between the corresponding coefficients.® It follows, of course,
that the percentage excess values of the coefficient in columns 7 and
12 of Table 14 apply equally well to comparisons of the tangential
pull; and that whatever has been said about the coefficient of friction
relations and excesses on chilled and steel wheels is true also of the
tangential pull relations on the two kinds of wheels.

The superiority of shoe performance on the chilled wheels is more
striking when the excess is expressed in terms of pull than when it is
expressed as the excess of one coefficient over the other. For the
practical railroad man it is probably more impressive to be told, for
example, that with Diamond S shoes the tangential pull produced at
2250 pounds pressure and 20 miles per hour is 625 pounds on the
chilled wheels, and only 504 pounds on the steel wheels (121 pounds
less), than to be told that on chilled wheels the coefficient of friction
is 24 per cent greater than on steel wheels, although he is receiving
the same information in either ease.

The excess of the tangential pull on chilled wheels exhibited in
Table 14 is also shown graphically in Figs. 14 and 15. The tangential
pull values plotted in these figures are the same as those given in
columns 3 and 4 or 8 and 9 in Table 14.

VI. Resvrrs oF CoNsSTANT SPEED TESTS

This chapter presents in detail the results of the “constant speed”
tests—the second of the three series of tests included in the investi-
gation. The method of making these tests has been described in

. *This is strictly true only when the ratios are based upon the exact values of tangential pull
given in Table 7,



ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

AY L161 Q Y AY 867 L1 T 168 oV Y
96" 61 TEIE: | ZieEs ] Esmu | et ke, | Zbem f SRR
d Loig bl f81¢ SFoLL
Sres | R " 261
M - i 61
1 ATOE S1U61 ¥ GH0E BL°LT
q ALAE 1881 v OFhHT FL L1 0g oot
Jd-q TAY W Ay 96°12
il aiie | o i || Moeua
4 901¢ SE'sT £ 0618 FeiT
15 e L 9L08 g8 1z
£F' 5T $° 988 q 1208 b e 0L Fa0E 18'12
_8o0z T 01g | BL62 68" €2 ' 0%E SHhE 9L 08 0z ogt
6z 0& spaadg 224y [, Jo *AY 8L°EF spasdg aMY], 10 AV 69°02 3
¥ 81 i I i AY 89 61 8 061 oy Ay L L°09¢ av AY
90°81 d. voie 0% 61 9 k61 J L8118 M_,M__. 1°2Fe 2 00zE
..... i 6L
6z 81 d TT0E %@ 61 i ¥ £908 gL' a1 6L X S80€
£9°81 | S66T ez Loz _ ¥ 0£6Z ¥OOLT 97882 A FE6T oF 0001
£0°61 Ay 08'g8 0°82% v AV 0661 1182 oy AY
FL 81 BOLE L8°8E LEEE J a81E 6661 1958 o] (i4
..... o0 TE & 0gE ¥ LE0E 0F 08 i
..... : 0z P90z ¥ At 681 8'60E ¥
1861 q £20E 80 ¥E i v ¥ L ¥ 0e $HOE ¥ 0g 0001
19°£2 44 s 188 L"88% OV Ay 99°€2 [
96 TT 4 CO1g St 0e S 08 ] SBIR: | ooooc | St | omEER g om0 Coiem 4 ormees
6120 CH0E kL CT ¥ L5C ] SBIE FLbe FIFe d 6118 ¥oze 20ze
..... e B8 £ hEE ¥ Laog 1L°Ga 1'L3g d 1#08
..... fie €& 6 26T v 1908 b § e q otog 8 8EE ¥ 080€
e ¥7 g e | ¥e0E 19708 L 908 ¥ Lz62 1 LEve q 986G 0°98E A it 0z 0001
FLVE spaadg san], Jo "AY 0z 62 %ogm Y], JO "AY 8682 spaadg Y, Jo AY spaadg aau [, Jo "AY
o 0% 1 201 ad i fifi" £3 0o oy "AY (1 g1zl 4" Ay 8 EGI av Ay
8108 67001 d 1oie 08" €2 o.a: ‘ TRIE 01 ¥ g 081 d 8118 ¥oRl J c0ze
9902 &80T q Leog 81 ¥E 67021 ¥ 0908 neve ¢RI a 0¥08 1191 v €808 oF 00%
TLEE 97811 a-1 AR 888 6 IFI oV "AY o188 8 0¥1 L C ay 0891 ¥ ik J
2818 9" Lot d 00re 01°9¢ g oet ‘ E818 o¥ 82 1°2F1 4 Lllg 87091 C F0ze
oh'es 9611 a 9z0E 99 08 £ e ¥ GE0E 06° L% ST BET q 6808 1°6L1 v Z80e 08 0o
80°1€ ¥oost G | AY [ 1'0L1 av AY 8F ¥E FaLl d-3 AV & 181 [l "AY
08" 62 S'9%1 d 6608 95°gg 8L . ¥RIE 80°¢e Fall d L1844 L'BL1 J £02¢
20°¥E 1'0LT o FEOE 06" FE S RLl ¥ -2 R I i i) W
0L°18 G 8S1 q ST0E 98°FE £ FLI v 8G0E 88 &8 ¥ 601 q BE0E 8 281 A 1808 0z 00g
81 L o1 ST (¥ £l al 1 ot 6 8 L g ¥ g g 1
Juad sad 5 Juaa sad 2 Juad sad ; =
wnd | o g | e | ol oy | TONOR | - o | i
h..Hﬁmw Uodiey | Poa | ON Hﬂ%w iy, | PN Y ﬁmﬁw duy, | P | e Tobbey | v | i o
ABRIIAY aBRIIAY afvaany afuiaay aftaAy euﬁo AY aBuiay poag SSEmam
SR [ SIRM PRI FRYM 905 SERUM PRIMD og
S0 pafiy) [uoady 801y g puomeL]

SLSH T, AIAdS LNVISNO) 40 SLINSEY 40 AUVNNIS
o1 @V,



THE FRICTION OF RAILWAY BRAKE SHOES

A~ SR 60T 18708 O-V spPan g
199 A £6°08 £0°92 1990 A safeaany [riauap)
T BN 560 1163 ¥ 190
A | cav Ll 18°28 Ay
A Sl ce L] 19°0% ¥IzE
| TEOE £8°81 aL've 60
i il 92°91 (e 1965 03 000F
spaadg oM, J0 "AY OF 81 @l ¥ Ay
CHP | dH | MY 80°01 | OLIF | AW | CAY 8L 1T Ay
07188 d FIIE 9201 | §'90F A 6218 | 0961 z1zg
..... ZELT | 0 EER 7 1908 |
0708k o T£0€ ¢g'ar | £18F iq 9008 | ¥EET £608
[ i 8063 gLl | €8EF o 06 | SE'¥T 6967 0g 0027
87I8F | AH | CAY FGO0E | 0908 | A | AV 99°92 Ay
¢ BFF d g11e 80°0z | 0°20¢ A sz1e | 0E'FT £12¢
..... e | oom i geoe | 5
e | il s Th oz | SoIg q 308 | 91782 608
96°05 | 0°¥E¢ o £E08 | BT | SELS M 108 | I8°61 | €£¢hF q 1008 | 0162 i L1962
or'1z | ¢'le¢ a 6962 | F0'EZ | 0°0I¢ ¥ 986c | 12712 | 8'GkS q 1262 | 6L°62 hil 8062 0z 0042
0g L1 spaadg aaiy, jo "AY 1961 spaadg aag[, jo ; spaadg say [, Jo "AY [T spaadg aaIy [, Jo "AY
Sp'el | 060 | JH | CAY 0Z'L1 | OF#FE | O°F gges | dd | AV 9812 | TL8F | OV | AV
9 ¥ 6T 4 e | 6791 | F6eg o) 8°90¢ 4 LZIE | BE0T | 9 90F 0 (il
..... T = s | BE
q 0808 | LELT | FLEE Y 9°¢ge C A0 e O
o P08 | W6LT | 8'8¢E v 2" 628 q 2008 | 16°72 ¥ 160¢
K SIBT | 001 | O'0FE v TP q ZL6T | 6LET ¥ 0F 0002
41| AV 10°61 | z0se | OF 98K | AH | CAY €868 ov
d o1g | @6l | F¥sE 0 8628 Ll 9z1% | 16718 )
U E6'8I | FO8LE v 0" €98 q 8K0¢ | 1612 v
o 620¢ | 89°81 | 9°£g ¥ Poeve ! T00E | 8¢ €T Y
q 06z | LL°BT | Fele ¥ 7198 K el6e | lew Y 0g 0005
I | Ay 19°35 | 2e%F | OV 8 FIF Ay 18T
ot | e | Sie oo | ogste | Pt | T e
601E | 9EFT | T LFF o) 9 gIF a sTie | &l o)
i | St O | s | | W selb | o848
€1z | 982 Y 8 2k q g | numen | e >
et 0LEE | 07RCE v 7 egr q £I08 | S6°6Z | 0669 Y 6808
! g3 | 9% | O£ v 8 6L8 ol 8008 | ¥E6E | 8069 v £968
A LI6% | BFEZ | 8 69F ¥ BOTE k ¥I6C | ¥6'62 | 8 06¢ Y 0562 0z 0008
spaadg saa, Jo "AY 1508 spaadg sy ], jo spaadg aaay [, Jo "AY €017 spaddy s, Jo AV
a0 | CAY ZFL | £19E | OV 6716 | AU | CAY €662 | 0°6SE | OV | Ay
d s01¢ | FELL | 17092 0 1°8%2 I VEIE | ¥62T | 98E€ 0, 802¢
5 i I L ot a s | 08| A&
q coog | | ¥ E0T o 1008 | 6268 | ¥6LE ¥ 8808
q 0863 | 09°L1 | €298 ¥ 0008 | 1061 | 97222 q €862 | ¥6°¢2 | 168 ¥ ¥962 0F 001
91 [ ¥l £l I 1 01 6 8 L 9 ¢ ¥ g T 1
Juao sad . Juaa Jad ) Juaa 1ad . Juaa aad .
e | nrs i | Sohe ::%Ts ol B __énﬂ T: o | B ;_..M Ts 0N
A H N [0 . £ 5 . -
jo .En% “upde], BAM | e 1 I muw_%._.,w. “aBuE], 1P3M Jea], » _w_oo% ~udsan], PUM | e L %ﬂ.ﬁ% -aBue ], ik &R ey L i q[
afprany | OFIOAY aferoay | PFBOAY asy | PFERAY oAy | PETRAY wﬁm BS_E@..“
B [9935 S3UM PO SR 998 SR PRIIHD bl
204G P [B10adg 890yg § puourei(

(a@anToNoD)) €1 ATV ],



58 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

Section 13, on page 27. It will be recalled that each test comprises
ten successive applications of the brake shoe, separated by cooling
periods, the wheel being kept constantly in motion at the pre-
determined speed. The shoe pressures and speeds for the series are
shown in Table 5. Tests were made under six pressures, ranging from
500 to 4000 pounds and, with all but the two highest pressures, at
speeds of 20, 30, and 40 miles per hour. The pressure range and the
number of pressures used are greater therefore than in the stop tests;
but the range and variety of speeds are smaller.

24. Tabular Summary of Results.—All the results of this series
are summarized in Table 15, which presents the values of tangential
pull and coefficient of friction for 202 tests. The number of tests
made with each of the various combinations of shoe and wheel is
as follows:

With Diamond 8 Shoes | With Special Chilled Shoes

On On | On | On

Chilled Wheels Steel Wheels | Chilled Wheels Steel Wheels
|
i | I I
A c E | F | a | ¢ E F
(new) l (used) (new) { (used) | (new) [ (used) (new) | (used)

31 ‘ 15 42 ‘ 15 I 36 i 18 28 l 17

46 a7 a4 45

103 99

There were therefore 100 tests on the two chilled wheels and 102 on
the steel wheels. With each kind of wheels, roughly twice as many
tests were made on the new wheel as on the used wheel. In deter-
mining the average values of pull or coefficient for both wheels of
like kind, the mean values on the new and on the used wheel, where
there had been more than one test under identical conditions of
pressure and speed, were first separately found; and the two mean
values were then combined to find the average for the two wheels.

The degree of uniformity among the results of the ten applica-
tions which together constitute a constant speed test is illustrated in
the following tabulation. This gives for each of two tests the value
of the coefficient produced in each of the ten applications, and also
the percentage deviation of this value from the average for all ten
applications, which is the coefficient for the test itself.
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In Test No. 3085 In Test No. 3093
Coefficient Deviation of Coefficient. Deviation of
of Friction Each Coefficient of Friction Each Coefficient
for Each of from the for Each of from the
the Ten Average for the Ten Average for
Applications All Ten Applications All Ten
per cent per cent per cent per cent
27.6 +0.40 24.00 +1.95
28.4 +3.31 23.20 —1.44
29.2 +6.22 23.40 —0.59
27.4 —0.33 23.28 —=1.10
28.8 +4.77 23.80 +1.10
27.6 +0.40 23.80 +1.10
26.2 —4.69 22.96 —=2.46
27.5 +0.04 24.48 +3.99
26.6 —3.24 23.16 —1.61
25.6 -6.88 23.32 —=0.93
Aver. 27.49 Aver. 23.54
These two tests are fairly typical of the whole series. Both were

made with a Diamond S shoe on new chilled wheel A; test No. 3085,
under 1000 pounds shoe pressure at 40 miles per hour, and test No.
3093 under 2500 pounds pressure at 30 miles per hour.

In the arrangement of the results in Table 15 the primary division
is between tests made with the two kinds of shoes—the left half of
the table relating to Diamond S shoes, and the right half to Special
Chilled shoes. In each of these main divisions the results are first
presented for the tests on chilled wheels, and then for those on steel
wheels. In these four vertical divisions, each of which relates to a
particular combination of shoe and wheel, the results are grouped
with respect to the six shoe pressures—500, 1000, 1500, 2000, 2500,
and 4000 pounds; and within each pressure group they are arranged in
the order of the speeds. It should be observed that, while at each of
the four lower pressures tests were made at 20, 30, and 40 miles per
hour, at 2500 pounds only two speeds were used (20 and 30 m.p.h.);
and that the tests under 4000 pounds pressure were run at 20 miles
per hour only. For each shoe-wheel-pressure-speed combination the
values of tangential pull and coefficient of friction are given—first
for the new wheel, next for the used wheel; and these are followed by
the average values for both wheels. At the end of each pressure
group appears the average value of the coefficient for all speeds of
that group. At the bottom of the table appear finally the general
average values of the coefficient of friction produced on each wheel
at all the various combinations of pressure and speed, followed by
its overall average value on both wheels of like kind.

In addition to the 202 tests here included, 27 constant speed tests
were made under the conditions defined by the program, but rejected
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For Diamond S Shoes on Both Chilled Wheels and on Both Steel Wheels

immediately upon their completion because of imperfections in either
procedure or test conditions—such as wheel eccentricity or poor shoe
fit. The results of 35 other tests are also omitted. These were made
under various combinations of speed and pressure other than those of
the program, chiefly in order to arrive at decisions with respect to
the program limits. While they served that purpose, they are not
numerous enough to support additional generalizations.

Since the program for the constant speed tests includes the same
variables as that for the stop tests, the results of these tests are
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Fia. 20. Revation BerweeN CoEFFICIENT oF FRICTION AND SPEED,
As DerFINED BY ConstanT SPEED TESTS
For Special Chilled Shoes on Both Chilled Wheels and on Both Steel Wheels

discussed below on the same bases as were the stop test results in
Chapter V. The variations in coefficient of friction and tangential
pull with speed and with pressure are first discussed; the difference
in the frietional quality of the two kinds of shoes is next presented;
and finally the discussion exhibits the difference in performance on
new and used wheels, and also on chilled and steel wheels.
Although in the discussion comparisons are occasionally drawn
between general tendencies in the two series of tests, it should be
emphasized that direct comparisons between the results of individual
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TABLE 16

RevraTion BETweEEN COEFFICIENT OF FRICTION AND SPEED A8 DEFINED BY
CoxnstanT SPEED TESTS

For both kinds of shoes on both chilled and steel wheels

Coeflicient of Friction—per cent
Kind Kind Wheel
of of Speed At Various Shoe Pressures Average
Shoes Wheels m.p.h. for Firat
Four Shoe
500 Ib. 10001b. | 15001b. | 20001b. | 25001b. | 4000 Ib. Pressures
1 2 3 4 5 6 T 8 | 8 | 10
Diamond | Chilled 20 36.25 33.19 30.69 28.47 | 26.66 22.37 | 32.15
8 Wheels 30 33.60 28.11 26.48 23.33 21.78 | ..... | 27.88
Shoes | AandC 40 30.75 26.07 23.93 2186 | ... | eees | 25.65
Steel 20 34 .48 23.66 21.96 20.74 l 20.24 17.42 | 25.21
Wheels | 30 2816 | 19096 | 1798 | 1718 | 16068 | ... 20782
Eand F 40 24.30 18.44 16.79 I T e 18.91
Special | Chilled 20 35.22 28.87 24 .64 22,61 22.76 19.25 27.84
Chill Wheels 30 28.38 22,80 19.17 19.01 17.88 | ..... 22.34
Bhoes | Aand C 40 23.99 19.68 17.42 T80 | aside | sl 19.57
Steel 20 31.08 23.61 20.85 20.20 19.51 17.45 23.94
Wheels 30 22.72 19.03 17.41 16.86 1018 | wvws | 19.01
Eand F 40 20.42 18.24 16.05 15.46 | ..... | sieis | 17.54

tests or of groups of tests ought not be made, even though they apply
to apparently similar conditions; because, not only do the shoe pres-
sures differ in the two series, but (as previously explained) the speeds
also have different meanings, even when nominally alike.

25. Influence of Speed on Coefficient of Friction—The basic test
results used in discussing the influence of speed on the coefficient of
friction are the average values of the coefficient on the two chilled
wheels, A and C, and on the two steel wheels, E and F, which are
given in Table 15 for the various combinations of shoe and wheel.

These values, with their appropriate speeds, are plotted in Figs.
19 and 20 to define there the lines which show the relations between
coefficient and speed. They are also tabulated in columns 4 to 9 of
Table 16; and they provide the basis for the general average values of
the coefficient and their ratios, which are given in Table 17. This
table, in its turn, provides the coordinates for the lines of Fig. 21,
which show the relations between speed and the general average
coefficients at the first four pressures. Figures 19, 20, and 21 and
Tables 16 and 17 are, in their derivation, their meaning, and their
function in this discussion, respectively analogous to Figs. 11, 12, and
13 and Tables 8 and 9, which were used in Section 17 in the discussion
of the influence of speed on coefficient of friction in the stop tests.
The general arguments for that discussion, and the explanation of
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TasLE 17

AVERAGE RATE oF DECREASE oF COEFFICIENT OF FRICTION WITH SPEED AS
DErINED BY ConsTANT SPEED TESTS

For four shoe pressures, on chilled and steel wheels

| = | Average Coefficient of Friction for Rate of Decrease of Coefficient with
| Shoe Pressures of 500, 1000, 1500, Speed, Expressed in Percentage of
| and 2000 Ib. “oefficient at 20 Miles per Hour
Kind Wheel |
“of Speed  |— -
Wheels m.p.h. With With Average With With Average
Diamond Special for Both Diamond Special for Both
8 Chilled Kinds of L Chilled Kinds of
Shoes Shoes Shoes Shoes |  Shoes Shoes
1 [ 2 | s 4 5 | e | 1 | s
Chilled | 20 32.15 27 84 30.00 100 100 | 100
Wheels | 30 27 .88 22 .34 25.11 87 ‘ 80 84
Aand C | 40 25.65 19.57 22.61 80 | 70 75
Steal ! 20 25.21 23.94 24 58 100 | 100 i 100
Wheels | 30 20.82 19.01 19.92 83 79 81
Eand F | 40 18.91 17.45 18.18 | 75 73 74

the derivation of these figures and tables and of their relations to
one another were there so elaborately set forth that it seems unnec-
essary here to repeat them in as great detail. The argument for
dealing finally with general average coefficients for all shoe pressures
applies with even greater force in these tests, because the rates of
decline of the coefficient with speed are here more nearly alike at
all pressures than in the stop tests. )

Figures 19 and 20 represent the basic test results for all combina-
tions of shoe and wheel, the former relating to tests with Diamond S
shoes and the latter to tests with Special Chilled shoes. The upper-
most line in Fig. 19 represents the results obtained with Diamond 8
shoes, tested on chilled wheels under 500 pounds shoe pressure, at
speeds of 20, 30, and 40 miles per hour; and its slope is a measure of
the rate at which, under this pressure, the coefficient of friction de-
clines with increase in speed. The three points defining this line are
located by plotting the first three coefficient values shown in eolumn 4
of Table 16, with the appropriate speeds. All other lines in these two
figures have a similar significance and are similarly derived by plot-
ting the values of the coefficient given in columns 4 to 9 of Table 16.
They fall into four groups—one for each combination of shoe and
wheel.

Consideration, within each group, of the lines in Figs. 19 and 20
shows that, despite the approximate parallelism, there is generally a
gradual decrease in slope as we go toward the bottom of the figure;
and this suggests the inference that the rate of decline in the coeffi-
cient with increase in speed is about the same at all pressures. Spe-
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cific caleulation of these rates of decline shows that, with few
exceptions, they are actually nearly alike at all pressures. Our pur-
pose in this discussion is to find a general statement for this rate of
decrease for the tests made with each combination of shoe and wheel;
and, if feasible, a similar generalization for the ertire series. The
uniformity in the rate of decrease at the various pressures just
referred to justifies us, in pursuit of this purpose, in averaging the
coefficient values at all pressures, and in dealing thereafter with these
averages. These average values of the coefficient are given in column
10 of Table 16 where, for example, the first value, 32.15, is the average
of the four coefficients applying to the first four pressures; namely,
36.25, 33.19, 30.69, and 28.47.* The discussion from this point on
rests upon the values given in this column.

These average coeflicients fall into four groups, each relating to a
particular combination of shoe and wheel; and for convenience of
comparison and discussion they are transposed to Table 17, where in
columns 3 and 4 they are rearranged to correspond with the four
wheel-shoe combinations. For Diamond 8 shoes on chilled wheels
these values are 32.15, 27.88, and 25.65 for speeds of 20, 30, and 40
miles per hour, respectively; and for this combination of wheel and
shoe they show the general relation between coefficient and speed.
The rate of decline of the coefficient as the speed inereases through
this speed range may be defined by establishing the ratios between
these values. Using the coefficient at 20 miles per hour as the basis
of comparison, the coefficient at 30 miles is 87 per cent thereof, and
that at 40 miles is 80 per cent. These percentages are shown in
column 6 of Table 17. TFor the three other combinations of wheel
and shoe the rates of decline in the coefficient with speed are repre-
sented by the three other groups of percentages shown in columns 6
and 7; and these two columns may be accepted as defining for the
constant speed tests the influence of speed on the coefficient of
friction.

The ratios for chilled wheels shown in columns 6 and 7 are nearly
enough alike to warrant merging the coefficients for Diamond S and
Special Chilled shoes if we desire a generalization for both kinds of
shoes on chilled wheels. If we do this we find the general average
coefficients to be 30.00, 25.11, and 22.61, as given in column 5; and

*The discussion is limited throughout to the first four pressures, because for the tests at 40 m.p.h.
only these four pressures were used. If in finding the average for Diamond 8 shoes on chilled wheels
at 20 m.p.h. given in column 10 of Table 16 we should include the two coefficient values relating to
pressures of 2500 and 4000 1b, (columns 8 and 9), they would so lower the general average (32.15) as
to make it non-comparable with the average at 40 m.p.h. There is a decrease of the coefficient with
pressure as well as with speed, and if this pressure influence were allowed to exert itself more often at
one speed than at another, the comparison among the values of column 10 would not show the influence
of speed alone, as is desired.
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the ratios between these averages are given in column 8. With the
two kinds of shoes on steel wheels the similarity in rate of decline of
the coeflicients as exhibited in columns 6 and 7 is considerably greater
than on chilled wheels, and there is, therefore, even better warrant
for combining them. Thus combined, they give the average coeflicient
values shown in the lower part of column 5, and the ratios shown in
column 8.

Inspection of column 8 shows that the relative magnitudes of the
coefficients of friction obtained with both kinds of shoes on chilled
wheels at speeds of 20, 30, and 40 miles per hour are, respectively,
100, 84, and 75 per cent; and that with both kinds of shoes on steel
wheels the relative magnitudes are 100, 81, and 74 per cent. Once
again these ratios are so nearly alike that, going one step further in
generalizing the test results, we may combine the coefficients for
both kinds of shoes on both kinds of wheels; that is, we may average
for each speed the two coefficient values for that speed given in col-
umn 5. This process gives, as the general average values of the coeffi-
cient of friction for both kinds of shoes on both kinds of wheels,
27.29, 22.52, and 20.40, which relate respectively to speeds of 20,
30, and 40 miles per hour. The corresponding ratios* which approxi-
mately define the rate of decline of the coefficient of frietion with
speed for the entire constant speed test series are 100, 831 and 751
per cent,

The conclusions with respeet to the influence of speed upon the
coefficient of friction in the constant speed tests may be summarized
thus. TFor each of the four combinations of shoe and wheel the rate
at which the coefficient of friction decreases with inerease of speed is
defined with considerable aceuracy by the four groups of ratios repre-
sented by the percentages given in columns 6 and 7 of Table 17.
If our purposes are served by greater generalization and less accuracy,
we may accept the following percentages as defining the rate of de-
cline of the coefficient with inerease in speed:

Relative Magnitudes of the
Coefficients of Friction
at at at
20 m.p.h. 30 m.p.h. 40 m.p.h.
With both kinds of shoes on chilled

wheelsss s risvmsnsisniiniy 100 84 75
With both kinds of shoes on steel wheels 100 81 T4
With both kinds of shoes on both kinds

of ' wheels:. vsuiminvsmni s 100 83 75

*Neither these ratios nor the coefficient values from which they are derived are given in Table 17.
FThese v:llnm.. like all the other ratio pereentages, are given to the nearest unit, Their exact
values are 82.5 and 74.7.
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The general average rates of decline in the coefficient with speed
are represented in Fig. 21. The two full lines show the relation
between coefficient and speed for each kind of shoe on chilled wheels;
they are defined by plotting the values given in columns 3 and 4 of
Table 17. The average relation for both kinds of shoes on chilled
wheels is represented by the line CC, which is defined by the values
in column 5. The two broken lines and the line SS show the corre-
sponding general relations between coefficient and speed for the tests
on steel wheels, and they are similarly derived.

26. Relation Between Tangential Pull and Speed.—The average
values of tangential pull obtained on both wheels of like kind, which
are given in columns 5, 9, 13, and 17 of Table 15, are plotted with
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their appropriate speed values to define the lines in Figs. 22 and 23.
These lines show, for the various speeds, the relation between tan-
gential pull and speed; those in Fig. 22 for Diamond S shoes when
tested on both chilled and steel wheels, and those in Fig. 23 for
Special Chilled shoes.

These two figures need no comment, except to point out that
among the tests at the successive pressures they exhibit somewhat
greater regularity and uniformity in the decrease in tangential pull
with speed than are exhibited by Figs. 14 and 15, applying to the
stop tests.

27. Variations of Coeffictent of Friclion with Shoe Pressure.—As
in the other analyses, we shall again use, in discussing the influence
of shoe pressure on the coefficient of friction, the average values of
the coefficient on both wheels of like kind. These averages are given,
in each of the four divisions of Table 15, for each combination of
pressure and speed. Assembling for each combination of shoe and
wheel the average coefficient values obtained under the various pres-
sures at any particular speed, we may establish for that speed the
influence of pressure. Thus arranged the coefficients exhibit an
almost invariable decrease as the pressure decreases. We may define
the rate of this decrease by establishing for each coefficient the ratio
it bears to the coefficient at the lowest pressure—>500 pounds. These
ratios have been calculated for successive values of the coefficient at
all three speeds for each of the four wheel-shoe combinations; and
they are presented in Table 18, where they are expressed as per-
centages. In this table are given also the corresponding ratios based
upon average values of the coefficient for all three speeds at each
pressure; these appear in the last line in each group of the table, and
they define the general rate of decline of the coefficient for the group.
In its purpose and derivation Table 18 is similar to Table 11, which
presents the corresponding ratios for the stop tests. If the brief
explanation here given of the derivation of Table 18 is not sufficiently
clear, it may perhaps become so by reference to the more elaborate
explanation of Table 11, given in Section 20.

Table 18 exhibits, as stated, an almost invariable and marked
decline in the coefficient of friction as the pressure increases.* The
aggregate decrease in passing from 500 to 4000 pounds varies from
about forty to about fifty per cent; that is, the coefficient decreases
almost by half in passing through that range in pressure.

*There is only one exception, This oceurs in the tests at 20 m.p.h. with Special Chilled shoes

on chilled wheels, in passing from 2000 lb. pressure to 2500 Ib.; here the coefficient increases slightly—
from 22.61 to 22.76.
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TaBLE 18

RaTe oF VAariation or COEFFICIENT OF FRICTION WITH SHOE PRESSURE IN
ConsTanT SPEED TESTS

l Relative Magnitudes of the Coefficients of Friction at Six Shoe Pressures,
. § Expressed, for Each Speed, as Percentages of Coefficient at 500 1b.
Kind Kind Wheel Shoe Pressure and at That Speed
of of Speed
Wheels Shoes mph. |7 1 T
] 500 1b. 1000 1b. 1500 1b. | 2000 Ib. 2500 1b. 4000 1b.
| | Pressure Pressure Pressure | Pressure Pressure | Pressure
1 2 | 3 | ¢+ | 5 6 7 | 8 | 9
On Diamond | 20 | 100 916 84.7 78.5 73.5 | 61.7
Chilled 3 | 30 | 100 | 83.7 78.8 69.4 64.8 |
Wheels | Shoes 0 | 10 | s TR | owma | ik
Av. for 3 Speeds 00 | 868 80.6 3.2
Special 20 100 | 82.0 70.0 | 4.2 64,6 M7
Chilled 30 100 | 80.3 67.5 67.0 63 .0
Shoes 40 100 82.0 72.6 7.7
Av. for 3 Speeds 100 81.4 69.9 67.2 |
On Diamond 20 100 68. 6 63.7 | 60,2 58.7 50.5
Steel 5 30 100 | 70.9 G3.8 61.0 | 59.2
Wheels Shoes 40 100 75.9 69.1 66.3 | R
Av. for 3 Speeds 100 1.4 65.3 62.1 | .
Special [ 20 100 76.0 670 | 650 | 628 56.1
Chilled 30 100 83.8 76.6 | 74.2 71.2 |
Shoes 40 100 89.3 86 | 5.7 e ||
Av. for 3 Speeds 100 82.0 73.2 | 70.7 |

If in any of the four groups we compare the rates of decline in
the coefficient at the three speeds, it is to be observed that, with
very few exceptions, the decrease from one pressure to the next is
approximately the same at the three speeds.

Within each group the general rate of decrease in the coeflicient
is defined by the last line of ratios, designated as the “average for 3
speeds.”  TFor reasons analogous to those stated in the footnote on
page 64, in Section 25, these ratios are presented for the four lowest
pressures only. They are derived from the average values of the
coefficient for all three speeds given in Table 15; and these average
coefficients are plotted, for each combination of shoe and wheel in
Fig. 24. This figure exhibits, more clearly than the ratios in the
table, the general relations between coefficient of friction and pres-
sure. Figure 24 shows that, excepting the tests with Diamond S
shoes on steel wheels, there is marked uniformity in the rate of decline
of the coefficient with inereasing pressure.

Comparison of Figs. 24 and 18 shows that the decline in coefficient
with inerease in pressure is much greater and more definite in the
constant speed tests than in the stop tests; but in this connection it
should be remembered that the pressure range of the former lies
below that of the latter.
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500

28. Difference in Performance of Diamond S and Special Chilled
Shoes.—If we average all the coefficient values of the constant speed
tests made on both chilled wheels, and also those made on both steel
wheels under like conditions of pressure and speed, they fall into
30 pairs; and in each pair the conditions as regards kind of wheel,
shoe pressure, and speed are identical, the only difference being that
one coefficient for the pair was produced by Diamond S shoes and
the other by Special Chilled shoes. These pairs of values consequent-
ly provide a basis for determining the difference in performance of
the two kinds of shoes. These values of the coefficient of friction are
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TasLE 19

DirrereENcES BETWEEN COEFFICIENTS OF FRICTION PRODUCED IN CONSTANT SPEED
TesTs BY DiaMonD S SHOES AND BY SPECIAL CHILLED SHOES

On Chilled Wheels A and C On Steel Wheels E and F

- B ! I
|
: Average Coefficient on | Excess of Average Coefficient on | Excess of
Shoe Wheel Both Wheels | Coefficient for | Both Wheels | Cofficelent for
Pressure Speed per cent Diamond § per cent | Diamond 8
1. m.p.h. Shoes over | Shoes over
— that for T T that fnlr
With With Special With With Specia
Diamond Special (',hllled Diamond = Special ( _h‘"ed
s Chilled Shoes S Chilled Shaes
Shoes Shoes per cent Shoes Shoes per cent
1 2 3 4 ' 5 i 6 7 8
500 0 | 36.% . 20 | 3108 | 109
30 | 33.60 | 184 2272 2.9 -
40 | 30.75 28.2 ‘ 20.42 19.0
Av. for 3 Speeds | 33 .53 | 18 i umn | 171
1000 | 20 33| | 150 | 2361 0.2
0 2811 | 23.3 | 19.03 4.9
40 2607 325 1824 1.1
Av. for 3 Speeds 2912 | 2.5 | 2029 2.0
1500 | 20 | 30.69 246 | 2085 5.3
30 | 26.48 381 17.41 3.3
| 10 2393 374 16 05 5
Av. for 3 Speeds 27.08 32.4 _ 18.10 15
2000 20 28 47 2261 259 20.74 2020 2.7
30 23 33 19.01 227 | 1718 16.86 1.9
40 21 86 17.20 27.1 16.11 15.45 4.3
Av. for 3 Speeds 2455 | 19.61 2.2 18.01 17 .50 2.9
2500 | 20 2666 22.76 17.1 20,24 19.51 3.7
| 30 21.78 17.88 21.8 1668 | 15.18 3.1
Av. for 2 Speeds 2422 | 2032 | 19.2 18.46 | 17.8 3.4
w00 | 20 2237 | 1925 16.2 | 17.42 17 .45 0.2

*In this one instance the greater coefficient is produced by Special Chilled Shoes.

presented in Table 19; those obtained on chilled wheels are given in
columns 3 and 4, and those obtained on steel wheels in columns 6
and 7. Adjacent values in either pair of columns are comparable,
and their difference is a measure of the difference in performance of
the two kinds of shoes.

In all but one* of these pairs the greater coefficient was produced
by Diamond S shoes. The excess has been calculated for each pair
of values, and is given in column 5 or column 8, where it is expressed
as a percentage of the smaller coefficient. The maximum value of
this excess is 38.1 per cent. Among the coefficients obtained on
chilled wheels the excess (with two exceptions) increases as the speed
increases; but among those obtained on steel wheels there is no such
regularity in its variation. Except at a shoe pressure of 500 pounds,

*This is the pair pertaining to tests on steel wheels, under 4000 Ib. pressure and at 20 m.p.h.



72 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

the excess of the coefficients produced by Diamond S shoes is very
much greater on chilled wheels than on steel wheels.

29. Difference in Brake Shoe Performance on New Wheels and
Used Wheels.—The values of the coefficient of friction given in Table
15 may be reduced to 60 pairs in each of which the test conditions
are alike, except that one coefficient of the pair was obtained on a
new wheel and the other on a used wheel. In 47 of these pairs the
coefficient is greater on the new wheels; whereas in the 13 remaining
pairs it is greater on the used wheels. Eight of these thirteen excep-
tions to the prevailing tendency oceur in tests made with Diamond S
shoes on steel wheels; and the five others occur in tests with Special
Chilled shoes on chilled wheels. Among the sixty pairs of tests the
excess of one coefficient over the other varies considerably in amount.

The general magnitude of the difference is better disclosed by
dealing with the general average values of the coefficient at all speeds
and pressures. These general averages are given at the bottom of
Table 15 for each of the four combinations of shoe and wheel; and for
convenience of comparison they are repeated in columns 2 to 5 in
the upper part of Table 20. Comparing these values, it is to be
observed that the coefficient produced on the new wheels is greater
than that produced on the used wheels in all four combinations of
shoe and wheel. The percentage excess varies from a minimum of
0.1 of one per cent with Diamond 8 shoes on steel wheels to a maxi-
mum of 11.8 per cent with Diamond S shoes on chilled wheels. Con-
sidering both kinds of shoes together, the general excess on chilled
wheels is 7.4 per cent, and on steel wheels, 4.3 per cent. These per-
centages are shown in the upper part of Table 20, in columns 6 and 8.

30. Difference in Brake Shoe Performance on Chilled Wheels and
Steel Wheels.—In the discussion, in Section 23, of the difference in
the performance of brake shoes on the two kinds of wheels as ex-
hibited in the stop tests, certain observations were made as to the
practical importance of this difference and the desirability of giving
it adequate recognition in practice. These observations need not be
repeated here, although they are equally relevant in this discussion;
for if the recognition of this difference is important in the stopping of
trains, it is certainly not less important in the problems which arise
in checking their speed on long grades by intermittent shoe applica-
tions, such as were simulated in the constant speed tests.

The results of the constant speed tests exhibit the same superiority
in the coefficient of friction and the tangential pull for chilled wheels
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TasLE 20

DIFFERENCES IN PERFORMANCE OF BRAKE SHOES oN NEW AxD Usep WHEELS AND
oN CHILLED AND STEEL WHEELS IN CoNsSTANT SPEED TESTS

Based on general average values of the coefficients of friction at all speeds and all pressures

Coefficients of Friction—per cent Percentage Excess of One Coefficient over the
General Average Values at All Other, in Comparable Pairs of Values in
Hpeeds and Pressures Columns 2 to 5
Kindof |
Shees Chilled Wheels Steel Wheels Chilled Wheels Steel Wheels
New Used New Used New Used New Used
Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel
A | C g F A o} E F
Pl z | 3 4 | & B 7 8 9
Dimnupdﬁ 29.11 | 26.03 20.95 | 20.93 11.8 0.1
Special | |
Chilled 2283 | 22.35 20.52 18 82 2.1 9.0
Both Kinds |
of Shoes 25,97 24.19 20.74 19.88 74 4.3 |
General Average Results for Both New and Used Wheels
Diamond 8 27.57 20.94 31.7
Special
Chilled 22.50 19.67 14 .8
Both Kinds
of Shoes 25.08 20.31 23.5

as was exhibited by the results of the stop tests; indeed the magnitude
of the excess for chilled wheels is considerably greater in the cou-
stant speed tests. If we compare the values of coefficient or pull given
in Table 15, using either the average values obtained on the new chilled
wheel and the new steel wheel, or those obtained on the used wheels
of each kind, we find that, without any exceptions, the coefficient and
the pull produced on chilled wheels are greater than those produced
on steel wheels under identical conditions of pressure and speed—
whether we deal with the results produced by Diamond 8 shoes or
those produced by Special Chilled shoes. Here again the magnitude
of the excess and its invariable occurrence leave no question as to
its reality nor any ground for doubt that it arises from qualities
inherent in the chilled wheel.

Before proceeding to a more detailed examination of these differ-
ences under the individual combinations of pressure and speed, it
will be of interest to exhibit their general average magnitudes by
comparing the average values of the coefficient of friction at all pres-
sures and speeds on both chilled wheels with the values on both steel
wheels. The discussion from here on is presented in terms of coeffi-
cient alone, comment on the differences in tangential pull being with-
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held until the end of the section. The general average values of the
coefficient just referred to are given in the last line of Table 15, and
they are repeated and rearranged in the lower part of Table 20. For
all tests with Diamond S shoes the average coefficient on chilled
wheels is 27.57, and on steel wheels 20.94; the coefficient on chilled
wheels is therefore 31.7 per cent greater than that on steel wheels.
With Special Chilled shoes the corresponding values of the coefficient
are 22.59 and 19.67, showing an excess on chilled wheels of 14.8 per
cent. If we combine the results produced by both kinds of shoes we
obtain as the overall average value of the coefficient on chilled wheels,
25.08, and on steel wheels, 20.31; in this case the excess on chilled
wheels is 23.5 per cent. The general magnitude of the difference in
performance on the two kinds of wheels is therefore indicated by the
fact that in the 100 tests made (with both kinds of shoes at all the
various pressures and speeds) on chilled wheels, the general average
coefficient of friction is 23.5 per cent greater than in the 102 corre-
sponding tests made on steel wheels. Specific comparisons are based
upon the values shown in Table 21, which is explained in the next
two paragraphs.

In Table 15, which embodies all the results of the constant speed
tests, are given the average values of the coefficient of friction on
new and used chilled wheels (A and C) and on new and used steel
wheels (E and F), for each kind of shoe and under each combination
uf pressure and speed. These averages are transferred to Table 21,
and there rearranged to permit convenient comparison of the coeffi-
cients produced on chilled wheels with those produced on steel wheels.
The coefficients obtained with Diamond S shoes appear in columns
5and 6, and the percentage excess of those produeced on chilled wheels
over those produced on steel wheels is given in column 7. The coeffi-
cients obtained with Special Chilled shoes appear in columns 10 and
11, and the percentage excess on chilled wheels in column 12. In
further consideration of this excess attention may be confined to the
percentages shown in columns 7 and 12.

Considering first the performance with Diamond S shoes (column
7), it is to be noted that in the tests made under 500 pounds pressure
the excess of the coefficient on chilled wheels grows greater as the
speed increases; but that under all other pressures the excess remains
nearly the same at all speeds. The greatest excesses occur in the tests
made under 1500 pounds shoe pressure; and the maximum difference
for the entire test series, 47.3 per cent, falls in this group. At the six
successive pressures the average excesses for all speeds under each
pressure are, respectively, 15.7, 40.7, 42.9, 36.3, 31.2, and 28.4 per
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TasLE 21

Excess or CoEFFICIENT 0F FricTion ANp TANGENTIAL PuLL OBTAINED ON CHILLED
WhEELS oVER THOSE OBTAINED ON STEEL WHEELS IN CoNSTANT SPEED TESTS

With Diamond S Shoes With Special Chilled Shoes
|
’ Excess of : Excess of
Tangential Coefficient of | Coeffi- | _ Tangential | Coefficient of | Coeffi-
| Pull. Average | priction. Average | cient of | Pull. Average | Friction, Average | cient of
4 | enBoth | on Both Wheels of | Friction| 00 Both | oy Both Wheels of | Friction
Shoe | Wheel | Wheelsof | ™ 'Ljke Kind  [(orTan-| Wheels of Like Kind | (or Tan-
Pressure | Speed Like Kind | per cent ntial |  Like Kind per cent gential
| mph. Ib. | | Bulh) on Ib. Pull) on
. Chilled Chilled
D L Wheels Wheels
over that over that
On On On On on Steel | On On On On on Steel
Chilled | Steel | Chilled | Steel | Wheels | Chilled | Steel | Chilled | Steel | Wheels
Wheels | Wheels | Wheels | Wheels | per cent | Wheels | Wheels | Wheels | Wheels | per cent
AandCEand F| AandC | Eand F AandC|EandF| AandC | Eand F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 | 9 0 | 1 12
500 20 | 181 | 172 | 36.25 | 3448 | 5.1 | 176 | 155 | 35.22 | 31.08 | 13.3
30 168 141 33.60 | 28.16 19.3 142 114 28 .38 22.72 24.9
40 154 122 30.75 24 .30 26.5 120 102 23.99 20.42 17.5
Av.for3Speeds | ... | ... | 33.53 | 28.98 | 157 | ... | ... | 29.20 | 2474 | 180
1000 20 | 332 | 237 | 33.19 | 23.66 | 40.3 | 280 | 236 | 28.87 | 23.61 | 223
30 281 200 28.11 19.96 40.8 228 190 22,80 19.03 19.8
| 40 261 184 26.07 18 44 41.4 197 182 19.68 18.24 7.9
Av.for3Speeds | ... | ... | 20.12 | 20069 | 40.7 | ... | ... | .78 | 20.20 | 172
1500 20 460 329 30.69 21.96 39.8 370 313 | 24.64 20.85 | 18.2
30 | 397 | 270 | 2648 | 17.98 | 473 | 288 | 261 | 19.17 | 17.41 | 10.1
40 359 252 23.93 16.79 42.5 261 241 17.42 16.05 8.5
Av.for3Speeds | ... | ... | 27.03 | 18.91 | 429 | ... | ... | 2041 | 18.10 | 128
2000 20 569 415 28 .47 20.74 37.3 452 404 22.61 20.20 11.9
30 467 344 23.33 17.18 35.8 380 337 19.01 16.86 12.8
|40 | 437 | 322 | 21.86 | 16.11 | 357 | 344 | 300 | 17.20 | 15.45 | 11.3
Av. for 3 Speeds 24.55 18.01 36.3 19.61 17.50 12.1
2500 ‘ 20 667 506 26. 66 20.24 31.7 569 488 22.76 19.51 16.7
30 | 545 | 417 | 20.78 | 16.68 | 306 | 447 | 405 | 17.88 | 16.18 | 10.5
Av.for28peeds | ... | ... | 24.22 | 1846 | 3.2 | ... | ... | 2082 | 17.85 | 13.8
4000 ‘ 00| 805 | 607 | 22.37 | 1742 | 284 | 700 | 608 | 19.25 | 17.45 | 10.3

cent. With Special Chilled shoes there is but little regularity in the
variations of the excess, either with speed or with pressure; although
it is, in general, greater at pressures of 500 and 1000 pounds than at
the higher pressures. With these shoes the average excesses for the
successive pressures are, respectively, 18.0, 17.2, 12.8, 12.1, 13.8, and
10.3 per cent.

The relationships shown in Table 21 are represented also in Figs.
19 and 20, in which the coefficients at the various pressures and speeds
are plotted for both chilled and steel wheels. The values of the coeffi-
cient which define the lines in these figures are those given in columns
5 and 6 or columns 10 and 11 of Table 21. The general relations
between the coefficients on chilled and steel wheels are represented in
Fig. 21, in which the plotted coefficient values are the averages, at
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each speed, for the first four pressures. This figure consequently
exhibits graphically the general superiority of the coefficient on
chilled wheels.

The values of tangential pull shown in eolumns 3 and 4 or columns
8 and 9 in Table 21 are transferred from Table 15; they are, however,
here given to the nearest unit instead of to the first place of decimals,
as in Table 15. Because of the direct relation between coefficient and
pull, these values, of course, show the same superiority of performance
on chilled wheels as is shown by the values of the coefficient; and the
percentages of excess given in columns 7 and 12 of Table 21 apply
equally to them. Figures 22 and 23 likewise show the excess in tan-
gential pull realized on the chilled wheels at each of the six shoe pres-
sures. The values of pull plotted in these figures are those given in
columns 3 and 4 or columns 8 and 9 of Table 21.

VII. Resvrrs oF FirTEeN-MINUTE CoNSTANT SPEED TESTS

The fifteen-minute constant speed tests constitute the last of the
three series. They differ from the other constant speed tests chiefly
in the duration of the application of the shoe. It will be recalled that
in the latter there were ten applications, each lasting for 190 revolu-
tions of the wheel, separated by cooling periods of a little more than
three times the duration of the applications; whereas in the fifteen-
minute tests the shoe was in continuous contact for fifteen minutes,
one such application constituting a test.

There has long existed, among railroad men, an impression that
under long-continued brake shoe applications there is a breakdown
in the friectional quality of the shoe, it being assumed that the coeffi-
cient of friction decreased considerably on aceount of the heating of
the shoe and wheel. The tests were undertaken in order to check
the validity of this opinion. It may be stated at once that the test
results lend no color to this view.

31. Tabular Summary of Results.—The fifteen-minute series com-
prises 28 tests—one test with each of two shoes, on each of two wheels,
under each of seven combinations of pressure and speed. The tests
were made on the used wheels only, wheels C and F. The test results
are set forth in Table 22, which shows the values of tangential pull
and coefficient of friction obtained under each combination of pres-
sure and speed, first for Diamond S shoes on both wheels and then
for Special Chilled shoes. The table shows also the average values of
these quantities for each pressure and, in the last line, the general
averages for all speeds and pressures.
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32. Comparison of Resulls of Fifteen-Minute Constant Speed Tests
and of Constant Speed Tests of Second Series.—In view of the purpose
for which these tests were undertaken, the discussion of their results
in this chapter will be directed chiefly to comparing them with the
results of the constant speed tests of the second series. For the sake
of brevity the tests of the third series will be hereafter designated as
“fifteen-minute tests,”” and those of the second series as “‘constant
speed tests,” although both series were run at constant wheel speed.
Before proceeding with the comparison it may be well to restate the
fact that during the fifteen-minute tests there was no attempt to cool
either the shoe or the wheel. Such cooling as occurred was merely
that arising from the normal radiation and the convection set up by
the wheel rotating in the air of the laboratory. During all these
tests the brake shoe became red-hot; sometimes for a fraction of an
inch back from its contact face, sometimes throughout its entire body.
During all tests minute particles of red-hot metal issued from beneath
the shoe. Under the more severe combinations of pressure and speed
the wheel tread likewise became red-hot over almost its entire width.
It should be borne in mind, too, that in the constant speed tests the
duration of any one of the ten applications was about 0.9 of a minute
at wheel speeds of 20 miles per hour, and only half that time at 40
miles per hour; and that the duration of the application in the
fifteen-minute tests was, consequently, from about 16 to about 32
times as great as in the other tests.

The comparable values of coefficient of friction for the two series
are brought together in Table 23. The coefficients produced in the
constant speed tests, shown in columns 3, 6, 9, and 12, are those
given for wheels C and F in Table 15; the coefficients for the fifteen-
minute tests, which appear in columns 4, 7, 10, and 13, are transferred
from Table 22. The excess of one coefficient over the other is defined
by the percentages given in columns 5, 8, 11, and 14.

Comparison of the coefficients which were produced in the two
test series, and which appear side by side in Table 23, reveals at once
that, in general, the coefficients obtained during the fifteen-minute
tests are greater than those obtained in the constant speed tests; this
is true of 24 of the 28 pairs of basic test results shown in the table.
In the four* remaining pairs, the greater coefficient oceurs in the con-
stant speed tests. The general excess of the coefficient produced in
the fifteen-minute applications varies from 0.7 of one per cent to as
much as 37.4 per cent. With both kinds of shoes the greater excesses

*These four pairs are denoted in the table by the asterisks. The two averages similarly denoted
are, of course, excluded from the statement.
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TaBLE 24
Brake Snoe WEAR 1xv ConsTanT SPEED TESTS AND IN FIrrEEN-MINUTE TESTS

‘ In Constant Speed Tests | In Fifteen-Minute Tests
Wheel ]g“d of | Shoe-Wear, Shoe-Wear,
Shoes Foot-Pounds in Pounds Foot-Pounds in Pounds
of Work per 100 of Work per 100
Performed Million Performed Million
Foot-Pounds Foot-Pounds
| of Work of Work
1 2 | 3 4 | 5 | [

On Chilled ! Diamond 8 | 159 098 800 | 0.346 136 279 600 - 0.396
Wheel C | Special Chilled ‘ 170 936 800 0.497 127 939 100 0.649
On Steel | Diamond 3 122 636 400 0.530 122 161 100 0.327
Wheel F Special Chilled | 150 908 600 0.583 102 878 600 0,642

1

occur in tests on the steel wheel; the disparity in this respect being
greater with Diamond S than with Special Chilled shoes.

Obviously there is nothing in these facts to support the assump-
tion of a breakdown in the frictional quality of shoe or wheel under
long-continued brake applications made within the limits of speed
and pressure employed in these tests; for the preponderating evidence
from the tests leads to the opposite conclusion. There is little occa-
sion for surprise in this outcome; for both experiment and experience
show that with unlubricated materials the greater coefficient is fre-
quently produced with the softer material—at any rate when one of
the contacting materials is softer. In so far, therefore, as long-
continued brake shoe applications may soften the shoe we should be
warranted in anticipating just such an inerease in the coefficient of
friction as is shown by these tests.

In this connection it is interesting to compare the brake shoe wear
developed in the two test series. This is shown, for wheels C and F,
in Table 24, where in columns 4 and 6 is shown the weight of material
worn from each shoe in performing 100 million foot-pounds of work.
The wear during the constant speed tests appears in column 4, and
that during the fifteen-minute tests in column 6. With one exception,
the wear is greater in the latter series. The quantity of work shown
for each shoe in columns 3 and 5 is the total amount of work per-
formed by the shoe in the entire test series; the values for the constant
speed tests consequently include some work performed under com-
binations of pressure and speed which were not used in the fifteen-
minute tests, and specific conclusions ought not, therefore, to be
drawn from Table 24 as to the exact relation between rates of wear
in the two series. The relations shown in the table do, however,
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warrant the conclusion that in general the rate of wear is greater
under the long-continued applications, and this supports the inference
previously drawn, namely, that the increase in coefficient in the
fifteen-minute tests is caused by a softening of the shoe material.

33. Variation of Coefficient of Friction with Speed and with Pres-
sure—The fifteen-minute tests exhibit a decrease in the coefficient
with speed and with pressure similar to the decrease developed in the
two other test series. The decrease in the coefficient as the speed
increases is shown in Table 22. Among the 28 tests there is no ex-
ception to the general tendency. With but two exceptions, these
tests likewise show a decline in the coefficient with increasing shoe
pressure, when we compare, for any wheel and shoe combination, the
coefficients developed in tests at the same speed.

34. Variations in Tangential Pull During Fifteen-Minute Periods
of Application.—The values of pull and coefficient given in Table 22
are average values for the whole period of application of the shoe.
While the tests were in progress, question arose as to whether there
was any considerable fluctuation in these quantities during the prog-
ress of the application, and the test records were therefore so analysed
as to show these variations. For this purpose the chart of tangential
pull was divided into sections, each of which corresponded to approxi-
mately 450 revolutions of the wheel;* within each of these sections
the pull was then measured at ten equidistant points and the ten
resulting values were averaged to find the average pull for the section.
The sucecessive values of pull thus determined are plotted in Figs. 25
and 26, the former applying to the tests with Diamond 8, and the
latter to those with Special Chilled shoes. Each of the fourteen lines
in each figure applies to a particular combination of wheel, speed,
and pressure.

Casual consideration of these figures may lead to the incorrect
conclusion that the fluctuations in pull during tests represented by
the upper lines in these figures were greater than in tests represented
by the lower lines. The percentage deviation of the individual points
from the general average for the test, however, is actually not very
different among the various lines of Figs. 25 and 26. The apparent
difference arises from the wide range in pull realized during the tests,
and the consequent wide differences in the bases upon which the per-

*The duration of that part of the application corresponding to each section was:
For the tests made at 20 m.p.h., 2.2 minutes,
For the tests made at 30 m.p.h., 1.5 minutes.
For the tests made at 40 m.p.h., 1.1 minutes.
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Fig. 26. Variarion or TanceNTIAL PuLL wite DURATION OF APPLICATION OF SHOE,

as DeriNep By Frereen-MivuTte ConstaNT SpEED TEsTS

For Special Chilled Shoes, on Both Used Wheels

centage deviation must be calculated. This point is illustrated in
Fig. 27, in which two of the “curves” of Fig. 25 are reproduced to the
same scale, their average values shown, and the greatest deviations
above and below the average stated. The upper curve in Fig. 27 is
the one next to the highest in Fig. 25; and the lower one is the third

full-line curve from the bottom of that figure.

Despite the greater
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approach to straightness in the lower curve of Fig. 27, its deviations
above and below the average (5.3 and 4.0 per cent) are nearly as great
as in the upper curve, which is much more broken, but in which,
nevertheless, the deviations are only 5.1 and 6.8 per cent.

Returning now to Figs. 25 and 26, it is first to be observed that
with neither Diamond 8 nor Special Chilled shoes is there any con-
stant tendency for the pull steadily to fall or steadily to rise during
the progress of the fifteen-minute applications. It does either or
neither with about equal frequency. If there were any basis for the
assumption of a universal breakdown in pull under long-continued
application, we would expect to find that decrease more marked in
the tests made under 2500 pounds pressure than in those under lower
pressures; but the high-pressure tests show no more uniformity in
this respect than the others.

One fairly consistent tendency is revealed by the lines in Fig. 25;
this is a tendency for the pull to increase during the early part of the
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application. Among the 14 tests with Diamond S shoes represented
in this figure, there is only one in which this initial increase does not
oceur. Among the tests made with Special Chilled shoes (Fig. 26),
however, there is a contrary tendency, for nine of the fourteen tests
reveal an initial decrease in pull.

VIII. Summary orF TeEsT ProgGraM anp REsuLTs

This chapter consists of a very brief statement of the test pur-
poses, program, and procedure, and a summary of the results. It is
of necessity a restatement of what has been said elsewhere in more
detail. Its purpose is to provide a general view of the procedure and
results for those who may wish some perspective of the research
before studying the detailed report.

The investigation was undertaken in order to determine the tan-
gential pull and the coefficient of friction produced by two kinds of
brake shoes on both chilled iron wheels and steel wheels; and to find
the variations of the pull and the coefficient with speed, with pressure,
and with duration of application, and also their differences on the
two kinds of wheels.

The shoes used were Diamond 8 shoes and Special Chilled
shoes, the former being a cast iron shoe with an embedded steel mesh,
the latter a plain cast iron shoe; both had chilled ends. The tests
were made on four wheels—two chilled iron wheels, one of which was
new and the other partly worn, and two steel wheels, one new and
one partly worn. '

Three kinds of tests were made during the investigation, namely,

Series 1—Stop Tests

Series 2—Constant Speed Tests

Series 3—Fifteen-Minute Constant Speed Tests
In the stop tests the shoe was applied when the wheel in the festing
machine had attained the desired speed; and the wheel and the at-
tached rotating parts of the machine were brought to rest under the
action of the shoe. Five such stops under identical conditions of
pressure and speed constituted one test; and the series comprises 169
tests, or 845 stops. These tests simulate the conditions under which
a train is brought to rest by the application of the brakes.

In the constant speed tests the wheel of the testing machine was
kept running at uniform speed by means of the testing machine
engine, while the shoe was alternately applied and released; the dura-
tion of the application being 190 revolutions of the wheel, and of the
release period 610 revolutions. Ten such applications constituted
one test, and the series comprises 202 tests. These test conditions



86 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

simulate those which prevail in bringing a train down a long grade.

The third series, the fifteen-minute tests, was a modification of
the second. In them the shoe was continuously applied to the wheel
for fifteen minutes, the wheel being driven at uniform speed and no
attempt made to cool either the shoe or the wheel. One such appli-
cation constituted a test; and the series includes 28 tests, each made
under a different combination of wheel, pressure, and speed. These
tests were made on two of the four test wheels only.

In the three series the range in speed and in pressure was as

follows: Range in Range in
Speed Pressure
m.p.h. 1b.
Stop Tests.. ..o 20 to 60 2250 to 4500
Constant Speed Tests..............ccovennn. 20 to 40 500 to 4000
Fifteen-MINute Tests . . v vw nrmmmsmm svmammnm e 20 to 40 1500 to 2500

Since the general trends in the variation of the coefficient of
friction with speed, pressure, kind of shoe, and the like, are similar
in the stop tests and in the constant speed tests, the results of these
two series are stated together in the paragraphs which immediately
follow. The results of the fifteen-minute tests are stated at the end
of this chapter.

35. Variation of Coefficient of Frielion with Speed.—In both the
stop tests and the constant speed tests there was a marked decrease
in coefficient of frietion and in tangential pull as the wheel speed was
increased under any given test pressure. This is true of the results
produced by both kinds of shoes on all four wheels. This decrease
with speed has been discussed in detail in Sections 17 and 25, in
Chapters V and VI respectively.

36. Variation of Coefficient of Friction with Shoe Pressure—In
both series the pull and the coefficient decline, in general, as the shoe
pressure is increased. In the stop tests the decline is somewhat
irregular and less in amount than in the constant speed tests. In the
latter the decline is not only greater, but it occurs almost invariably
with both kinds of shoes and all four wheels. In the constant speed
tests the coefficient at 2000 pounds shoe pressure was only about
two-thirds as great as at 500 pounds pressure. The facts with respect
to this decrease with pressure are set forth in Sections 20 and 27.

37. Difference in Performance of Diamond S and Special Chilled
Shoes.—In both the stop tests and the constant speed tests, the
coefficient of friction produced by Diamond S shoes is greater than
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that produced by Special Chilled shoes under the same conditions of
shoe pressure, speed, and kind of wheel; and whatever is here said
of the coefficient is, of course, equally true of the tangential pull.

In the stop tests, among 40 pairs of comparable average values of
the coefficient there are only five pairs in which the coefficient pro-
duced by Diamond S shoes is not greater than that produced by
Special Chilled shoes; and in the constant speed tests there is only
one such exception among 30 pairs of comparable values. The excess
with Diamond 8 shoes is frequently of notable amount, running as
high as 32 per cent in the stop tests, and 38 per cent in the constant
speed tests. This difference in performance of the two kinds of shoes
is discussed at length in Sections 21 and 28.

38. Difference in Brake Shoe Performance on New Wheels and
Used Wheels.—Since in Series 1 and Series 2 tests with each kind of
shoe were made on each of two new wheels and on each of two used
wheels, there are in each series four pairs of combinations of shoe and
wheel. In each of these pairs the only difference is that the tests in
one instance were made on a new wheel, and in the other, on a used
wheel.

In the stop tests, in one of these pairs (Diamond S shoes on chilled
wheels) the greater coefficient was produced on the new wheel, the
excess over that on the used wheel being 11.2 per cent. In the three
other pairs the excess occurs in tests made on the used wheels, and
it ranges from 6.5 to 15.5 per cent.

In the four corresponding pairs of general average values of the
coefficient produced in the constant speed tests, the coefficient is,
without exception, greater on the new wheels, the excess ranging in
amount from 0.1 to 11.8 per cent. These comparisons, in both series,
rest upon general average values at all speeds and all pressures.
When we deal with comparable values derived under particular com-
binations of pressure and speed, there are exceptions to the general
tendencies which have just been cited. These differences on new
and used wheels are discussed in Sections 22 and 29.

39. Difference in Brake Shoe Performance on Chilled Wheels and
Steel Wheels.—The results of both stop tests and constant speed tests
disclose a notable difference in performance on the two kinds of
wheels.  With exceptions so infrequent as to be practically negligible,
both the coefficient of friction and the tangential pull are greater on
chilled wheels than on steel wheels under identical conditions of shoe
pressure and speed, with both kinds of shoes.

Dealing with average values of coefficient and pull on new and
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used wheels of like kind, there are in the results of the stop tests
40 pairs of comparable values of these two quantities. Among these
40 pairs there are only three in which the coefficient and pull are not
greater on chilled wheels than on steel wheels, and in these three
exceptions the general tendency is just barely reversed, the excesses
on the steel wheels being respectively only 1.0, 1.5, and 2.0 per cent;
whereas in the remaining 37 pairs of values the excess on the chilled
wheels ranges from 0.1 to as much as 36.5 per cent. For the entire
stop test series the general average excess on chilled wheels is 16.7
per cent.

The results of the constant speed tests likewise exhibit a marked
superiority of coefficient and pull obtained on chilled wheels; and in
this series not only is the excess somewhat greater than in the stop
tests, but there are no exceptions whatever to the general tendency.
The coefficient and pull are greater on the chilled than on the steel
wheels, whether we deal with the results produced by Diamond S
shoes or Special Chilled shoes, on either new wheels or used wheels.
The excess ranges from 5.1 per cent to as much as 47.3 per cent.
Comparing the general average values of pull and coefficient produced
during 100 constant speed tests on chilled wheels, with the corre-
sponding average values produced in 102 tests on steel wheels, the
average excess on the chilled wheels is 23.5 per cent. These differ-
ences in performance on the two kinds of wheels are discussed in
Sections 23 and 30, and they are exhibited in the tables and figures
presented in those sections.

40. Results of Fifteen-Minute Constant Speed Tests.—These tests
were undertaken in order to try to check the validity of an opinion
long prevalent among railroad men, namely, that in long-continued
brake shoe applications there is a general breakdown in the coefficient
of friction. These fifteen-minute tests were made under some of the
combinations of pressure and speed used in the constant speed tests
of the second series, and their results are directly comparable with
the corresponding results of that series. The duration of the fifteen-
minute tests was from 16 to 32 times as great as the duration of the
individual applications of the constant speed tests.

The results of these tests lend no support to the opinion just cited;
they not only disclose no breakdown in the value of the coefficient of
friction, but in 24 of the 28 long-continued tests the average coeffi-
cient was greater than in the constant speed tests run under identical
pressures and speeds—by amounts which vary from 0.7 to 37.4
per cent.



APPENDIX

AuxiLiary Tests Mape 1o CHECK UNIFORMITY OF
TEST SHOES

1. Purpose of Auxiliary Tests, and of This Appendiz.—As has
been stated in the body of the report, of the four Diamond S and the
four Special Chilled brake shoes chosen for this work, one of each
kind was assigned to each of the four wheels used, fitted to that
wheel, and constantly used with it for all tests. (See pages 24 and
25). The purpose of this appendix is to justify the procedure of thus
using a particular shoe with a particular wheel; and to explain how
the test shoes were chosen.

It should be borne in mind that, in a research of this scope, a
single shoe of each kind used on all four wheels would have had to
be re-fitted with each shift from wheel to wheel; and it would have
been worn out before the conclusion of the tests. It would have then
been necessary to find a means of choosing another shoe of the same
frictional quality; so that the procedure adopted for these tests merely
anticipated a difficulty which under any other procedure would have
had to be met and solved in some way. _

To thus assign a particular shoe to each wheel and, after fitting
it thereto, to continue to use it for all tests with that wheel affords
two advantages: (a), it makes likely a better fit of shoe to wheel;
and (b), it results in less wear in the test shoes and, consequently,
in less likelihood of change in the frictional quality of the shoe as the
tests progress—both of which tend to produce greater uniformity
and concordance among the test results.

The first—the more uniform shoe fit—is an important advantage;
for, as stated in the Introduction, there is reason to suspect that dis-
cordances among the results of previous tests are in large measure
due to shifting test shoes from wheel to wheel without exercising
enough care to maintain on all wheels an equally good fit. This in
any case is a difficult thing to do—with the varying tread contour of
different wheels—and one which, furthermore, entails much grinding
of the shoe and consequent shortening of its life. The importance of
uniformity of shoe fit as a means of securing harmony among test
results can hardly be exaggerated, especially in view of the fact that
even the most perfect fit is in constant danger of being impaired by
the warping of the shoe as it heats up.

89



90 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

The second advantage cited above—less shoe wear during the
progress of the research—also tends toward greater uniformity in
the coefficient of friction of the shoe and greater agreement among
test results. As the shoe wears away, the unchilled body material
may change in frictional quality due to inherent differences in hard-
ness between the metal on the original face and that in the interior
of the shoe. A slight variation in this respect is disclosed by a com-
parison of columns 4 and 7 of Table 1. Shoe wear is likely to produce
even greater variation in the frietional quality of the chilled metal at
the ends of the shoe, for the hardening effect of the chilling block
diminishes from the surface inward—as is well illustrated by a com-
parison of the hardness values in columns 3 and 6 of Table 1. Fur-
thermore, the heat generated in tests under heavy pressures and high
speeds is sufficient to have some annealing effect on both the chilled
and unchilled material. One additional effect of shoe wear on the
average coefficient of the shoe arises from a decrease in the surface
area® of the chilled ends of the shoes as the shoe wears away.

All these considerations seemed at the outset to justify the use of
four shoes of a kind, instead of one only, and the assignment of each
of these shoes to a particular wheel; and the uniformity of the test
results seems now to indieate that this procedure was well warranted.
If, however, among the results obtained under this procedure, com-
parisons are to be drawn between those involving different wheels
and different shoes, or if general average values of coefficient of fric-
tion involving various shoes are to be compared, we must be assured
that all of the four test shoes of each kind were substantially alike in
their frictional quality. The precautions taken to ensure this equiv-
alence among the test shoes are explained in the following section.

2. Choice of Test Shoes, and Their Equivalence in Frictional Qual-
ily.—As stated in Chapter ITI, precautions were taken in easting the
test shoes in order to increase the likelihood of their being equal in
frictional quality. In order, however, to determine whether substan-
tial equality in this respect had actually been attained, they were
subjected to preliminary ‘“‘check tests” before beginning the main
experiments. For this purpose six Diamond S shoes and six Special
Chilled shoes were subjected to stop tests on new chilled wheel A.
The shoes thus tested were Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, and Nos. 25, 26, 28,
30, 31, 32, respectively. The preliminary stop tests made with these
twelve shoes were conducted in the same manner as the main stop
_—:'I:;"cmas-aectiun of the chilled volume, in the plane of the wheel, is roughly triangular; and

the chilled area in contact with the wheel is the base of this triangle multiplied by the shoe width.
As the shoe wears, the base of the triangle—and consequently the chilled contact area—diminishes.
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TaBLE 25
Resurrs or Srop TeEsts MaDE To CHECK EQUIvALENCE oF TEsT SHOES
Diamond 3 Shoes Special Chilled Shoes
Deviation ‘ Deviation
Brake of Coeffi- | of Coeffi-
Shoe Speed Average | cient for Average | cient for
Pressure | m.p.h. Brake Average | Coeffi- |Each Shoe A Average | Coeffi- |Each Shoe
Ib. Lo No. of | Revolu- | cient of | from Av- E’hﬂ No. of | Revolu- | cient of | from Av-
S\'}“ Stops | tions per| Friction | erage for N 02 | Stops | tions per| Friction I erage for
No. Stop |percent| All4 0. | Stop |percent! All4
Test | Test
Shoes Shoes
per cent per cent
1 2 3 4 5 | 8 7 8 9 10 n | 12
2250 30 2 5 75.3 25.3 1.2 26 ] 76.1 23.9 -1.6
3 3 9.5 248 —0.8 28 3 76.6 242 —0.4
6 3 78.2 24.8 —0.8 30 3 75.9 245 +0.8
7 3 77.9 24.9 —0.4 31 3 77.6 246 +1.2
Average of Shoes Used. ... ... . . . 7.7 25,0 | ..... Av.of Shoes Used | 76.6 oy 95 T
1 | & 78.3 U7 | e 25 5 73.3 b A S
5 [ 5 70.8 264 | ..... 32 5 71.8 26.0 | .....
3750 60 2 5 261.8 17.2 +0.6 26 3 306.6 15.0 -1.3
3 3 270.1 17.3 +1.2 28 4 296.5 15.5 +2.0
] 5 268.7 16.6 —-2.9 30 3 303.3 14.9 =32.0
7 3 263.5 17.3 +1.2 31 3 306.8 15.2 0.0
Average of Shoes Used. .., .. ... ... 266.0 1T | we Av.of ShoesUsed | 303.3 15.2 | .....
| 1 | & 276.4 16.4 | ..... 25 | 5 300.6 151 | .....
[ ‘ 5 | 3 265.2 17.3 32 | 5 201.8 156 | ...

tests, described in Section 12 of Chapter IV. Two combinations of
shoe pressure and speed were used, namely, 2250 1b. and 30 m.p.h.,
and 3750 1b. and 60 m.p.h. From 3 to 5 stops were made with each
shoe under each of these combinations. The results of these check
tests are set forth in Table 25, which shows in columns 6 and 11 the
average coefficient of friction developed by each of the twelve shoes.

On the basis of these coefficient values—taking into account the
relative standing of the shoes under both sets of test conditions—the
four shoes of each kind most nearly alike in coefficient of friction were
chosen for the main tests. Those so chosen were Diamond S shoes
Nos. 2, 3, 6, and 7, and Special Chilled shoes Nos. 26, 28, 30, and 31.
Shoes Nos. 1, 5, 25, and 32 were rejected. In the further considera-
tion of Table 25 attention will be confined to the eight chosen test
shoes here cited.

In columns 6 and 11 of the table, in addition to the coefficient for
each shoe, there appear averages of the coefficients for the four chosen
shoes of each kind under each set of test conditions, these averages
being designated as “Average of Shoes Used.” The coefficients of
each shoe have been compared with these averages and their percent-
age deviation therefrom is set down for each shoe in columns 7 and 12.
These deviations are accepted as measures of the differences in fric-
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tional quality among the various shoes. For convenience in compar-
ing them they are repeated in the following tabulation, which presents
in addition, in the last column, the deviations of the general average
coefficient for each shoe (derived by averaging its coefficients for both
sets of test conditions) from the general average for all four shoes
similarly derived.

DeviaTion oF THE COEFFICIENT oF Friction or Eacu TesT SHOE FROM THE Av-
ERAGE OF THE COEFFICIENTS FOR ALL Four SHOES, EXPRESSED
AB A PERCENTA(}E orF THIis .‘t\’ER:\GE

Under Tests at Under Tests at From Tests*
2250 lb. 3750 1b. Under Both Com-
and and binations of
30 m.p.h. 60 m.p.h. Pressure and Speed
Diamond 8 Shoe No. 2.............. +1.2 ! 40.6 +1.1
Diamond 8 Shoe No. 3.............. 0.8 +1.2 +0.1
Diamond 8 Shoe No. 6.............. -0.58 -2.9 —1.5
Diamond 8 Shoe No. 7T.............. —0.4 +1.2 +0.3
Special Chilled Shoe No. 26......... —1.6 —1.3 —-1.4
Special Chilled Shoe No. 28, .. ...... —0.4 +2.0 +0.6
Special Chilled Shoe No. 30, ,....... +0.8 —2.0 -0.1
Special Chilled Shoe No.31......... +1.2 None +0.9

*These percentages, although derived from the coefficient values of Table 25, are not given in
that table.

Considering the first and second columns of this tabulation, the range
in deviation among like shoes is seen to be from 2.0 per cent above
the average to 2.9 per cent below it. Probably a better indication of
the correspondence among the shoes is presented by the deviation
peregntages in the third column; for there we have measures of their
similarity when tested under both sets of test conditions instead of one
only. This column shows the variation to have ranged from 1.1 per
cent above the average to 1.5 per cent below it.

These variations among the shoes are smaller than was antici-
pated and they show that the precautions taken in their manufacture
produced shoes of substantially equal frictional quality. Small as
are these variations among the coefficients of friction of the various
shoes, it is, for our present purpose, of equal or even greater signifi-
cance that these variations are smaller than those which occur among
the results of tests made with the same shoe under identical test
conditions—not only in the check stop tests here under discussion,
but in the main stop tests as well. For example, for Diamond S shoe
No. 6, which in columns 1 and 2 of the foregoing table shows the
maximum deviation (2.9 per cent), the coefficient used in the tabula-
tion in deriving this percentage is the average of five stops made at
3750 1b. pressure and an initial speed of 60 m.p.h. Among these five
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stops—made under identical conditions and one directly after the
other—the coefficient* for the stop producing the highest coefficient
was 3.6 per cent greater than the average for all five stops, and for
the stop producing the lowest value the coefficient was 3.0 per cent
less than this average. Under these conditions, therefore, the varia-
tions of the coefficient for shoe No. 6 from the coefficients for other
Diamond 8 shoes are less than the variations among successive deter-
minations made with this shoe itself. If we draw for Special Chilled
shoe No. 31 a similar comparison when tested at 2250 lb. and 30
m.p.h., we find, from the first column of the tabulation, that it differs
from the average for all four shoes of this kind by 1.2 per cent;
whereas among the three individual stops upon which its coefficient
is based the variations range from plus 2.4 to minus 2.8 per cent—or
about twice as much as the variation of shoe No. 31 from its mates.
Similar comparisons for all the other test shoes show that the differ-
ences among successive coefficient determinations made with the
same shoe under identical conditions are generally greater than the
differences among the average coeflicients for the various shoes of
like kind.

One further fact of interest in this connection is disclosed by
comparisons of the coefficients shown in Table 25 or of the deviations
shown in the tabular summary derived from that table. This is that
the relative standing of the four shoes of like kind changes as we pass
from one set of test conditions to the other. If we rank the shoes in
the order of magnitude of their coefficients of friction, among Dia-
mond S shoes No. 2 is first when tested at 2250 Ib. and 30 m.p.h.,
second at 3750 lb. and 60 m.p.h., and first again if we consider average
coefficients under both sets of conditions. Similarly rated, Special
Chilled shoe No. 26 is fourth, then third, and finally fourth again in
rank; and No. 30 is second, then fourth, then third. Here too the
variations in coefficient which arise from changes in test conditions
overtop the slight differences in frictional quality which exist among
the shoes.

All these facts make it obvious that among successive determina-
tions of coefficient of friction, made with any one of the shoes under
identical conditions and using the same precautions, we may expect
to find differences greater than the differences in coefficient among
the four test shoes of each kind as disclosed by these preliminary
check tests. Obviously the differences between the coefficients of
the chosen test shoes are less than the differences arising from varia-

*The coefficients for individual stops are not given in this report; but they are, of course, available
among the original data for these check tests,



94 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

TABLE 26
ResvrTs oF CoxstanT SPEED TEsTs MADE TO CHECK EQUIVALENCE 0oF TEST SHOES

Diamond 8 Shoes ‘ Special Chilled Shoes
= - | :
Brake | Deviation of | Deviation of
Shoe Speed Coefficient | | Coefficient
Pressure | m.p.h. Brake | Average for Each T Brake Average for Each
Ib. Test Shoe | Coefficient | Shoe from \."“‘ Shoe | Coefficient | Shoe from
No. No. | of Friction | Mean Coeffi- "9 No. | of Friction | Mean Coeffi-
per cent cient for per cent | cient for
Pair | Pair
per cent ' per cent
1 2 3 | 4 5 6 | 7 8 I S (1]
1500 20 3044 1] 21.53 +2.89 3021 30 22.43 +1.06
1500 20 3053 2 22,81 3037 26 22.91
1500 30 | 3045 [ 19.73 +1.65 3019 30 18.23 +0.76
1500 30 | 3054 2 20.40 3036 26 18.51
1500 40 | 3046 [ 18.39 +1.34 3020 30 17.15 +0.65
1500 40 | 3055 2 | 18.89 3035 26 16.93
Av. of 3 Speeds 6 19.88 +2.02 Av. of 30 19.27 +0.46
| 2 20.70 3 Speeds 26 19.45
2500 | 20 3050 6 19.62 +£0.72
2500 20 3056 2 19.34
2500 30 3051 6 17.32 +1.87
2500 30 3057 2 17.98 |
Av. of 2 Speeds 6 | 1847 | o048 |
2 18.66 |

tions which, in spite of all precautions, continue to inhere in the
testing process, and which probably are caused by changes in contact
area between shoe and wheel due to the warping of the shoe by the
heat generated by friction, and also by momentary changes in the
character of the contact surfaces as the metal wears away. In other
words, the slight variation among the coefficients of friction of the
test shoes is well within the limits of uncertainty inhering in all the
test results.

If this view be accepted we are warranted in regarding the test
shoes as alike in frictional quality. In the discussion of the test
results in the body of the bulletin they have been so regarded; and in
comparing tests made with various shoes of like kind, no attempt has
been made to correct for the slight variations which have here been
under discussion.

3. Supplementary Check Tests.—While the preliminary check tests
discussed in the preceding section gave satisfactory evidence of the
original equivalence of the frictional properties of the test shoes, the
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question of their equality again presented itself as the tests pro-
gressed. Four of the shoes were therefore subjected to tests on one
wheel when the research was about half finished, in order to find out
whether the original equality among the shoes had persisted.

T'wo shoes of each kind were chosen for this purpose—Diamond S
shoes Nos. 2 and 6, and Special Chilled shoes Nos. 26 and 30. These
are the shoes which, during the main tests, were being used with the
two new wheels. Instead of again subjecting them to stop tests, they
were this time subjected to constant-speed tests at 1500 pounds pres-
sure, and speeds of 20, 30, and 40 miles per hour; and the two Dia-
mond 8 shoes were, in addition, tested at 2500 pounds pressure and
at 20 and 30 miles per hour. These constant speed tests were all
made, in the usual manner, on new steel wheel E. The coefficients of
friction thus determined—each of which is the average of the coeffi-
cients from ten applications of the shoe—are presented in Table 26,
in columns 5 and 9. In columns 6 and 10 is given, for each of the
various combinations of pressure and speed, the percentage deviation
of the coefficient of each shoe from the average coefficient of the pair
of shoes to which it belongs.

Since these supplementary check tests were made at constant
speed, whereas the preliminary check tests were stop tests, direct
comparisons between the coefficients given in Tables 25 and 26 may
not be made; but the relative standing of the two pairs of shoes in
both sets of tests may properly be compared. For this purpose the
deviation percentages shown in columns 6 and 10 of Table 26 may be
compared with those shown in columns 7 and 12 of Table 25. They
vary in these supplementary check tests from 0.65 per cent to 2.89
per cent; whereas under the preliminary check tests (Table 25) the
deviations among all eight shoes varied from plus 2.0 to minus 2.9.
The variation among four of the shoes halfway through the research
is obviously of about the same order as it was originally among all
eight shoes.

A more satisfactory comparison may be made, however, by limit-
ing consideration, in Table 25, to the same four shoes as were tested
in the supplementary check tests. This comparison may be made by
reference to the following tabulation in which are assembled the devi-
ation percentages for shoes 2 and 6 and shoes 26 and 30 for both the
preliminary and the supplementary check tests; the former being
calculated from the coefficient values in Table 25, and the latter
being taken from columns 6 and 10 of Table 26.



96 ILLINOIS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

Deviarions oF THE CoEFFICIENTS OF FrIcTION OF D1aMoxp S Suoes Nos. 2 axp 6,
AND SpECIAL CHILLED SHOES Nos. 26 anp 30, as DETERMINED BY BOTH THE
PRELIMINARY AND SUPPLEMENTARY CHECK TesTs, EXPRESSED FOR
Eacn SHOE as A PERCENTAGE oF THE DeviatioN or Its

COEFFICIENT FROM THE AVERAGE FOR THE PAIR

From Preliminary From Supplementary
Stop Tests Constant Speed Tests
2250 1b. 3750 1b. | Both 1500 1b. 1500 Ib. 1500 1b. | All Three
and and | Condi- an an and Condi-
30 m.p.h. | 60 m.p.h. | tions 20 m.p.h. | 30 m.p.h. | 40 m.p.h. tions
|
Shoes Nos. 2 and
B s alale v 1.00 2.89 1.65 1.34 2.02
Shoes Nos. 26 and |
A0 s 1.24 1.06 [ 0.76 | 0.65 0.46

If in this tabular summary we compare, for each pair of shoes, the
values in the first three columns with those in the last four columns,
it is obvious that no change of consequence has taken place in the
relationship of either shoes 2 and 6 or of shoes 26 and 30; the shoes
of each pair, midway in the investigation, were substantially as nearly
alike as they had been originally.

When we compare the coefficients® for the ten individual applica-
tions which were averaged to determine the coefficient for each shoe
presented in Table 26, we find (as we did in considering the individual
stops leading to the coefficients in Table 25) that the variation among
these applications is frequently greater than the deviation between
the shoes of each pair in these supplementary tests; which leads to
the same conclusion as that expressed in the preceding section.

All these considerations warrant the conclusion that shoes Nos. 2
and 6 and also Nos. 26 and 30, which had been equal in frictional
quality at the beginning of the tests, had remained equal up to this
point in the work, and probably so thereafter; and it seems also fair
to assume that the four other shoes not included in the supple-
mentary tests (Nos. 3, 7, 28, and 31) had likewise maintained their
original equality.

There is therefore in the results of these supplementary check
tests nothing to cause us to modify either the general conclusion or
the analysis procedure stated in the last paragraph of Section 2 of
this appendix.

*These coefficient values are not given in the bulletin.
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